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Céc vi Hoang dé timg luu lai ddy, cac vi T6 Su giac ngd tai day, va
day 13 noi ctia khoa thién 100 ngay. P4 hon ngan nim qua, Chiia Cao Man 1a
cot tru ctia Thién Tong Phat Gidao Trung Hoa. Pugc thanh 1ap vao do1 nha
Tuy (khoang nim 600 SCN), Chua Cao Man da trai qua nhiéu cudc chién
tranh, nhiing 1an d6i kém, va nhimg cudc cach mang. Hién nay, do hoan
canh cua Phat Gido tai Trung Qudc, Chua Cao Man bi budc phai ndi long
chinh sach chi ¢é Thién ma thdi va cung cip nhiéu sinh hoat khac c6 thé d&
gan giii hon nhu Tung Kinh Hoa Nghiém, va méi day 1a Truyén Pai Gi6i
(Tam DPan Pai Gi6i) cho modt ngan sa di, 1an dau tién trong ca ngan nim.
Mua hé nim nay, t6i duoc may mén tham dy 1& Truyén Gidi cung voi nguoi
thay day Y Hoc Truyén Thong Trung Hoa ciia toi.



http://phatphaponline.org/kinh/Audio/Thien%20Tong/Hoc%20Thien/
http://phatphaponline.org/kinh/Audio/Thien%20Tong/Hoc%20Thien/

Ching i dén noi vao xé chiéu va trudc hét 1a dén danh 18 Hoa Thuong
phuong truong la Truong Lao Dic Lam. Hoa Thugng Buc Lam da 92 tudi,
cao 16n dbi vai tudi tac cia ngai va noi bang giong phuong Béc véi giong
no6i 16n va ro rang. Liac 19 tudi ngai da roi bo gia dinh giau c6 ¢ Thién Kinh
dé dén hoc hoi voi Thién Su Lai Qua ndi tiéng tai Chua Cao Man, va tir 6
dén nay ngai O tai day.

Hoa Thuwong Lai Qud 13 mot trong nhitng vi Dai Su ctia dau thé ky hai muoi,
cai quan Chua Cao Man vao mot trong nhimg thoi ky kho khan nhat tai
Trung Hoa, tuy nhién ngai da duy tri duoc tat ca cac luat nghi caa Thién
Lam Trung Hoa. Ngai tir chdi khong to chirc bat ctr mot sinh hoat ndo khong
lién hé dén thién (Phat Su), nhiitng sinh hoat ma cac tu vién khac thuong to
chirc dé dem lai loi tc. Thong thuong cac vi ting chua Cao Man chi c6
chéao dé an. C6 mot lan vao ngay Phat Pan, vi khong c6 thic dn dé cing
Phat nén chu ting phai ndu nudc soi dang cung Phat roi sau d6 ho udng
nudc va tré lai ngoi thién.

Hoa Thuong Lai Qua vién tich vao dau thap nién 1950, vai ndm sau khi
Trung Hoa “giai phong”. Dong Thién duoc truyén qua dé tir cla ngai 1a
Thién Hué, nguoi ma sau nay bi xép loai “hiru khuynh”. Toi khong biet
dugc chuyén gi da xay dén cho Thay Thién Hug, co 1€ ngai da bi danh dép
dén chét. (Hoa Thuong Hu Van bi danh dap rat nang trong thoi gian nay, va
tac pham trude tac duy nhat ciia ngai 13 quyén cha giai Kinh Lang Nghiém
da bi dot chay. Mot s dé tir ctia ngai bi tir hinh sau khi bi xép loai 1a “hiru
khuynh™).

Trong cugc Cach Mang Van Hoa, Chua Cao Mén bi tan cong ning né cay
dang. Tat ca déu bi pha hily gdm ca Thién Puong noi tleng 1a noi nhiéu cao
tang dd gidc ngd va noi ton thd nim Nhuc Than B6 Tat. Nhu loi Hoa
Thuong Pic Lam ndi véi chiing t6i “Chiia Cao Man da bién mdt!”. Chd nay
duoc 1am thanh mot xwong 1am 4o len. Chi ¢ cong son mdn nguyén la mon
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qua cta vua Khang Hy ting 1a con ton tai, c6 1& vi 1am bang da va rat kho
pha hity. Trong thoi ky cach mang, mic dau cé nhitng cudc pha hoai quy
md, nhiéu di vat da tranh thoat dwoc su pha hoai nhd & vi trf xa x0i, nho lam
bang d4, nho dung hinh Mao Trao Déng che phu, hodc duoc cac vi tang san
sang tu thiéu dé bao vé di 1am dam dong quan ching so hai tranh di.

Vao nim 1985, nhiéu nam sau khi cudc cach mang chdm dt, theo chinh
sach Cai Cach va M¢ Cura ciia Pang Tiéu Binh, chinh quyén dia phuong
quyét dinh phuc hdi Chua Cao Man. Truong Lao Buc Lam duge moi phu
trach cong viéc. Luc do ngai da 72 tudi, Ngai ndi “Nguoi ta ve huu vao lic
ndam muoi mdy tuéi. Téi lai bt dau lam viéc khi bdy mwoi mdy tuéi.”

Cong viéc cua ngai 1a phuc hdi Chua Cao Man theo duong huéng cia Hoa
Thuong Lai Qua. Piéu nay khong dé dang néu chiing ta biét rang Chuia Cao
Man khong phai 1a mét tu vién thong thuong. Trong doi nha Thanh, noi nay
da 8 lan don tiép Hoang Dé. Hoang Pé Khang Hy rat thich Chua nay dén ndi
ong cho xay mot cung dién ké can Chua. Cung dién nguy nga dén ndi ong
Tao Tuyét Can - tac gia truyén Hong Lau Mong va ong ndi cta 6ng 1a nguoi
giam sat viéc xay dung cung dién nay - da noi: “Cung dién nay co nhiéu
vang bac hon la ddt da”.. Nhung sau nhing cudc chién tranh va nhirng cudc
cach mang, nay chang con lai gi nhiéu. Diéu duy nhat nhic nhd sy huy
hoang truéc day 1a hai con séng song song trudc cong son mén cii. Ngay
phia trude cong 1a con kinh 16n Bac Kinh - Hang Chéu, ndi trung tim kinh té
cua Trung Hoa thoi xua (Hang Chau) voi trung tam chinh tri (Bic Kinh).
Con soéng xa hon tur phia cong duge Vua Can Long cho dao khi 6ng ¢ lai
Chua Cao Man. Puoc nghe ké lai rang vua khong ngii duoc vi tiéng 6n cia
nhirng con thuyen qua lai trén dong Pai Kinh nén ra 1énh dao mét con kinh
nita cach Chua Cao Man xa hon.

Viéc tai xay dung dic biét kho khan khi can phai duy tri truyén thong Thap
Phuong Lam Ty chi danh cho Thién ma thoi. Mot phan trong vién kién cua
Hoa Thuong Lai Qua vé Chua Cao Man 13 noi day 1a noi dé ngudi ta giac
ngo.

Hoa Thuong Lai Qua thich so sanh cac Khéa Thién véi nhiing cudc thi cir
Trung Hoa ngay xua. D6i voi viéc thi cir, nguoi hoc sinh phai chuyén can
hoc tdp nhiéu ndm, dén ky thi thi ¢ hét stc minh va .... A! Piéu ké tiép
nguoi hoc tro biét dugc 1a vao Triéu Pinh lam viée véi Hoang Pé va cac
quan dai than. Quy luat & truong thi can phai nghiém khic dé moi nguoi co
thé tap trung tam tri. Tuong ty nhu vay, Chua Cao Man noi tiéng vé céc luat



I¢. Hoa Thugng Lai Qua ciing ndi tiéng vé viéc nghiém khac trong thién
duong va danh nguoi bang thién trugng dé gitp ho tu tdp. C6 mot 1an, mot
ba cu si giau co dé nghi cing duong Hoa Thuong Lai Qua 7 thoi vang
(trong duong 200 ngan dén 500 ngan My Kim) néu ngai chiu danh ba bang
thién truong dé gitp tiéu trir nghiép chudng cua ba. Ngal tir chdi no6i rang

Tl hlen trieong ciia t6i chi dé danh cho nhitng nguoi cé tiém ndng tré thanh
16 su”.

“Khong co nhitng dich vu du lich, khong co nhitng tiém to lon lam ra vé nhu
cua Phat Giado, va khéng co qudy xem boi dé tao nén loi tuc.”

Ngay ca dén ngay nay, Chua Cao Man khong c6 nhiing dich vu du lich,
khong c6 nhting tiém to 16n lam ra vé nhu cua Phat Gido, va khong c6 quiy
xem boi dé tao nén loi tirc. Chua ciing khdng t6 chirc nhitng Ié Phit Gido
lon thuong nham dem lai loi tirc mot cach hop phap. Téing chiing séng
bang cdch trong rau cdi vao mia hé va thién vao mia dong. Tuy vay, ho
van mé cira cho nhitng du ting tr ngu. DAy 1 nhitng truyén thong Hoa
Thuong Pirc Lam tim cach duy tri trong khi ngai 1am viéc dé phuc hung tu
vién nay.

Khi ban khong c6 tién, ban can uyén chuyén va lam cham chap. Hoa
Thuong Burc Lam da lam cong viéc phuc hung tu vién Cao Man trong hon
20 nam qua. Pay 1a mdt tu vién khong 16 trai ra trén 230 mau dat, véi hon
200 ting ni. Nhung dé hoan tat tat ca cac cong trinh theo du tru, Hoa
Thuong Ptrc Lam phong doan sé& can thém khdang 20 nam nita theo muc do
xay dung hién nay.

Ngoai ra, tai Trung Quoc khi ban khéng co tién thi chinh quyén khong
thich ban. Trong nhiéu nim qua, chinh quyén da ap lyc Chua Cao Man dé
Chua trd thanh dia diém du lich. Ho d3 kién tri yéu cau Hoa Thuong Dtic
Lam thau 1€ phi vao ctra. Hoa Thuong nhan xét "Ho bdo t6i rcing 16i can
phdi c¢éi mé Chiia Cao Mén. Téi nghi chiing t6i da rat céi mo vi chiing toi
mién phi. Téi khéng biét lam sao ching ta cé thé céi mé hon bang cdch tinh
lé phi vao cua".

Mot Thay tru tri cta mét "Trung Tam Gidi Tri Phdt Gido" (Buddhist
Disneyland) giai thich cho chiing t6i 1a sy thoa thuan dién hinh giira chinh
phu va tu vién la tu vién s€ dugc 20% cua 1€ phi vao ctra va chinh phu s€ léy
80% dé dung gidi thiéu tu vién qua viéc dung 1én nhitng bang hiéu ngoai
duong hudng din dén tu vién, pho bién ban dd va chuong trinh du lich bao



gém cac thong tin vé tu vién trén céc tap chi du lich. Tu vién néu mudn co
thé tinh thém 1& phi phu tréi cho cac sinh hoat nhu leo thap, danh chudng
v.V... va con c6 thé cho cac co sé thuong mai thué mudn chd.

Vao dip Tét, nhitng tu vién ndi tleng c6 nhimg duong day dién thoai nong
(hotlines) dé khach co thé goi giit chd cho nhirng vé mic tién. Panh chubng
dé duoc may min duge dua ra ddu gia danh cho ngudi ra gia cao nhit.
Chinh quyén dia phuong, theo t6i tin, danh thué loi tirc tu vién nhu 13 mét co
sO thuong mai thong thuong. Day la mot sy rong luong 1on lao khi so sanh
viéc cac tu vién thuong bi ddi xir trude day: chu tang bi danh dap va tu vién
bi pha sap. Vi vay hién nay cé rdt it tu vién vén con cho din chiing den
viéng mién phi. Toi nghe rang ngay nay chi c6 hai tu vién la vao cua mién
phi. Thay tru tri tré tudi cia "Trung Tam Giai Tri Phdt Gigo" (Buddhist
Disneyland) cho chling toi biét rang 6ng khong ¢ lua chon nao khéc 13 phai
thau 1& phi vao ctra va cho cac co s& thuong mai mudén chd bai vi d6 13 "sw
tien bé lich sir khong thé nao tranh dwoc”.

Theo 1y tuong Marxist, tat ca cac xa hoi déu tién hoa dén chu nghia cong
san, 1a x@ hoi ly tuong cua nhan loai. Cac ton gido chi dugc xem la t6t néu
tién theo lich trinh cua chu nghia xa hoi, trong truong hop nay la thac day
kinh té dia phuong. Nhiing thyc hanh vé tdm linh chdi bo thyc té chi co vat
chit déu dugc xem 13 'phong kién", mot tur ngir Marxist c6 nghia la 16i thoi.
Theo quan diém cdng san, chu nghia Mac 1a "khoa hoc", va do d6 1a Chan
Ly, va tim kiém Chan Ly bén ngoai chu nghia Mac thi khong duoc khuyén
khich. (Khoa hoc va Chan Ly thudng duoc dung 1an nhau tai Trung Qudc).
Nhitng ngudi ton gido nén biét rang vai trd ctia ho trong thoi dai "khoa hoc"
tan thoi nay 1a khong thuc hanh "mé tin phong kién" nhung 1a dé quan 1y tai
san van hoa cua xa hoi va cung cap su an Ui tam ly cho nhiing nguoi c6 tam
hén yéu dudi. Cung mot ly luan nhu vay cho rang chw tiang nén dn thit va
két hon dé 16i cuon nhitng nguoi "co j phdm chit cao"' tré thanh ting ni, vi
du nhitng ngwoi cé thé diéu hanh tu vign nhw la co sé thwong mai va
nhitng nguwoi cé thé dung 10i ciia ho lam an long nguwoi khdc.

Thﬁy tru tri tré tudi tot nghiép tur tu vién Phat Gido chinh thic tai Bic Kinh.
La mot vi su da thAm nhuan tu tuéng, thay noi rang thay s& dung tién do tu
vién nay sinh ra dé lo cho co s¢ Phat Giao va cho cac cong viée tur thién.
Mac dau con tre tudi (gan 40 tudi hodc hon 40), thay dang phu trach hai tu
vién noi tiéng. Thay ciling vui vé cho chung toi biét rang thay s& c6 mot ghé
trong BO Chinh Tri vung vao ndm té1. Khong phai mot thanh tyu nho trong
qudc gia ndy.



Pbi voi mot ngudi won nganh cing dau nhu Hoa Thuong Pic Lam, ngudi
ma co6 1€ da bi xem l1a "Hizu khuynh" trudc day, va bay gio bi xem la "Ta
khuynh", nhung do cach nay hodc cach khac, luén & sai phia trong lich s,
thi cudc séng khong phai d& dang.

Mot manh dat 16n ctia Chiia Cao Man bi cac co quan khac nhau chiém dung
vi nhiéu 1y do khac nhau. Phai mit nhiéu nim thuong thao méi 14y lai hau
hét dat dai. Khi con song chung quanh Chua Cao Mén bi 6 nhiém nudc
khong udng duoc, chinh quyén tir chdi khong cho dwa dng din nude vao.
Chi sau khi duoc mot s "lanh dao" nao d6 hoa giai, Chuia méi c6 nudc mdy.
Trén mot trang web cua chinh phi, chinh quyén chi trich Chiia Cao Man 1a
khong st dung tai nguyén t6t dep va lam sut giam tiém nang du lich trong
vlng.

Khi ban khong dugc chinh quyén ton trong, thi c6 vé ban cling khong dugc
nhimg néng dan lang giéng t6n trong. Mot sé nong dan dung nén nhing bai
dau xe gia tao ngdy trudc cong son moén ctia Chua. Khi ban noi véi ho rang
ban s& dau xe bén trong Chua thi ho doi ban phai tra cho ho 1€ phi vao ctra.

Chéc han 20 nim qua that 12 gay go di voi Hoa Thugng Puc Lam. Nhu thé
moi hiéu tai sao ngai noi “Téi khéng muon gap Bac Si. Moi khi toi gap bac
si ndo thi bac si do ciing luon bdo t6i rdng téi can phdi vao nam bénh vién.’
Thay toi noi rang “Loi khuyén ciia t6i la Hoa Thwong it nhdt nén nam trén
giwong va dé nguoi khdc phuc vu ngai.” Hoa Thuong Dlirc Lim n6i khoi hai
“D6 chinh la diéu t6i mo udc!”.

Sau khi n6i chuyén voi Hoa Thugng Puc Lam, Thay toi va toi 1dy ra sé tién
ctia nhitng nguoi trong gia dinh va ban bé goi nhd cing duong dé trao lai
cho Hoa Thuong. Trong qua khir, mot vi A La Han da phat nguyén giup
nguoi tao phudc bang cach s& hoa than dén noi nao c6 phap hoi trén mot
ngan vi xuét gia, nhu budi 1 truyen gidi ndy chang han. Do d6 chiing toi rat
vui ming tng ho. Chung t6i danh 1& Hoa Thuong va di ra ngoai.

Sau do chung t61 dén viéng tham Thay Vian Long, nguoi s€ tro thanh vi tru
tri ké tiép. Do ap luc ngay moi manh tir phia chanh quyén, Hoa Thuong D
Lam da quyet dinh s& vé huu dudng sau budi 1& truyén gi6i nay. Ngai da
chon Thay Van Long la nguoi d¢ tir ca ngai hon hai muoi nam qua s& ké vi
ngai. Thiy Van Long 1a mot vi thay rat khiém tén. Khi ching t6i méi gip
thay, chiing t6i khong biét rang thay 1a phu ta cia Hoa Thuong Ptc Lam.
Thay trd chuyén véi ching toi va dua di thim quanh chua. Khi chiing t6i dé



cap vé chuyén vé huu dudng ctia Hoa Thuong Pirc Lam, thdy ndi dimg co
lo. Thay néi Hoa Thuong Pirc Lam 1a Thay cia thay, do d6 thay ludn tuan
theo chi dan ctia Hoa Thuong. Thay nguyén s& chong lai ap luc cua chinh
quyén doi tinh 1& phi vao cong. Tuy nhién Thay Vian Long lai rat bénh. Mot
trong nhimg muc dich cua ching t6i khi dén tham Chua Cao Man la dé diéu
tri cho thay. Thay bi phong thap doc theo cot Xuong sdng va nim ngoai da
nam liét givong nhiéu thang. Day la loai bénh rat dau don. Thiy cam thiy
rang strc khoe cua thiy c6 thé s& khong cho phép thiy dam nhan trach nhiém
diéu hanh Chua Cao Man. Nhung sau khi dung thudc cua thay téi cho, thay
da co thé giam bot viéc dung thude giam dau.

Thay t6i ciing diéu tri hai phy nit lam viéc tai nha khach. Ho yéu dubi nhung
bénh tinh khong phuc tap. Ho chi lam viéc qua suc va thiéu dinh dudng.
Hoa Thuong Lai Qua cho phép an ba bira dn m01 ngay, nhu’ng chi mgt
dia rau cdi va com. Nhitng nguoi phy nit nay néi rang vi bay gio co nhleu
khach nén ho an kha hon mot chat, nhung thong thuong ho chi dn com trang
v6i rau cai ngdm chua. Ho di song va lam viéc tai Chia Cao Man duoc
khoang ba nim va du dinh s& xuét gia (vao tu chinh thirc trong chua). Thinh
cau xuat gia cia ho nim nay bi Hoa Thuong Pirc Lam tir chdi, ngai noi ho
can duoc huan luyén thém vai nim nita. Thay cua toi hoi ho réng tai sao ho
khong thur dén nhimng tu vién khac vi vo1 sy phat trién kinh té ctia Trung
Qudc trong 20 ndm vira qua, co rat it noi ma nguoi ta chi an com véi rau cai
chua. Ho chi mim cudi e then va néi “O day thi tot hon.”
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Ngay hom sau, chung toi dén du 18 tung kinh sang. Hon 800 sa di tir khap
Trung Quéc dén dé tho Pai Gi6i tré thanh tu si tho cu tic gig1. Con s it so
v6i 1000 nguoi nhu du tri, ¢6 18 do thiéu thong bao. Gidi dan va phong &
cho céc sa di chua dugc hoan tit do thiéu phuong tién. Trong sudt nhimg
ngdy 18, cac vi sa di & trong nhitng toa nha bang xi miang chua hoan tit va
ngu trén nhitng tim gd c6 trai chiéu. Mic dau tién nghi thiéu thén, ho van
téa ra hao quang nghiém tuc. Cac vi tdng ni di trong Phat Di¢n thanh ting
nhom nho tiy theo tu vién lién hé ctia ho va mdi nhém déu dugce dan dau boi
mot vi tang tham nién tu tu vién cda ho.



Budi 1 tyng kinh sang vé cin ban ciing giong nhu Van Phat Thanh Thanh
tai California . That 1a thich tht khi nghe moi nguoi tung chiu Ling Nghiém
v6i nhimg thd 4m khac nhau, va t6i nhan thirc dugc Phat Giao Trung Hoa
lién két that chat ché biét bao. Tuy khong c6 mét Gido Hoi trung wong dé
diéu hanh gido phap, phong tuc, nghi 18, nhung Van c6 su doan két giira cac
tu vién khac nhau. Khong can phai thay d6i 16i séng nhiéu, mot vi ting co
thé di dén nhirng tu vién khac nhau dé hoc hoi va tu tap. Mac dau nhirng vi
dai su khong dugc phong thanh, cong dong van cong nhin ho nhu nhimg vi
thanh. Ho khong phai 13 nhitng nha than hoc chia & con ngudi thanh nhiing
truong phai tin tudng khac nhau, ma chi don gian mang lai nhiing gido phap
thich hop cho nhiing ngudi khac nhau tai nhiing noi khac nhau vao nhiing
luc khac nhau. Nhitng tu vi¢n khong lién h¢ véi nhau van tu nguyén theo su
lanh dao cta ho. Mic dau méi trudng nhu vay di suy giam rat nhiéu, khi ban
thdy ca ngan vi ting ni tir khip nudc Trung Hoa cung lam chung méot budi
18, ban c6 thé chimg kién duoc dau an ctia mot truyén thong vi dai.

Chi vira tung kinh duoc vai phut thi mot tia chdp khong 16 16e sang 1én. Van
vat sang 1en trong chop nhoang, ngay ca bén trong Phat dién. Tlep theo ngay
sau d6 la mot tleng sam 16n nhat ma toi ting nghe va mua bat dau trat
xubng. Toi cam thidy nhu dang & trén mot chiéc tau giita con bdo. Mua
ngung lai ngay trude luc ching t61 budce ra khoi Phat dién. Con mua chi kéo
dai chumg hai muoi phut va khong mua tro lai sudt ngay hom dé. Co6 vé nhu
cac vi rong den dé rira sach dat dai. Toi hy vong con mua la diém bao mot
su khoi dau tot dep, khong chi cho viéc truyen gi61 ma con cho Phat Gido
Trung Hoa. [Trong nhing 1an thim viéng vé sau, toi da hot hai vi tang si tur
bai Loan da tho gidi trong bu01 1& do, ho no1 voi toi rang troi mua va sam
dong vao ngay dau tién cia mdi 1an truyén gidi trong toan budi 1& (Tam Pan
Dai Gi6i 12 ba 1an truyén gidi két hop lai trong mot ky 18)].

Cho dén bay gio, Chita Cao Man la noi duy nhit ¢ Trung Quéc téi dwoc
gdp nhitng ngwoi tu hanh tinh téin. Truyén théng ctia Chua Cao Mén that
vi dai, to 16n va dang kiéu hanh. Nhung dau véi su céng hién cua Hoa
Thuong tru tri cing nhiing ngudi theo ngai, twong lai ciia Chua van khong
c6 gi chic chan. Cac vi Hoang Dé khong con dén thim viéng noi nay va
chinh quyén thi khong than thién vé nhiing tu tudng va su to chitc khéng
theo Iy tuwéng ciia Ding. Quéc Gia Trung Tam Trung Hoa - co thoi dugc
hanh dién goi 1a Quoc Gia Trung Tam va ndi tiéng ve truyen théng phong
phu, ngay nay c6 thé cam thay nhu 1a ving dat kho can vé tim linh. Toi tu
hoi Chuia Cao Man sé& duy tri 1a mot Tu Vién Thién Lam nhu thé nao. Trong
mdt quoc gia ma hau hét moi nguoi khong con c6 mot chit y niém vé Phat



Gido, s€ c¢o nhitng vi du tang tir nhitng ving nui non xa x06i tré nén giac ngod
tai day chang ? Chua c6 thé tranh khdi tré thanh mdt co quan thuong mai
khong ? To1 khong biét.

Tuy nhién t6i ¢6 duoc sy hiéu biét rd hon vé& quyét tim cua Hoa Thuong
Tuyén Héa nhdm bao tén Phat Gido bang cach mang hat gidng Phat Giao
dén mot vung dat méi dé duogc phat trién tw do. Hy vong mot ngay nao do
Phat Gido s& bat ré tré lai tai Trung Hoa.
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Once in a Thousand Years

A reflection from a visit to China’s Gao Min Monastery by Ajita Square
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Chan hall where numerous masters became enlightened and which housed
five “Flesh Body Bodhisattvas” (Ro Shen Pu Sa i.e. “whole body relics”).
Like Master De-Lin told us, “Gao Min Monastery had disappeared.” The
place was turned into a sweater factory. Only the old mountain gate, a gift
from Emperor Kang-Xi, survived, perhaps because it was made of stone and
would be too difficult to destroy. During the revolution, despite the
enormous destruction, many things were spared because they were far away,
made of stone, covered by pictures of Mao, or protected by monks willing to
burn themselves to scare away the mobs.

In 1985, several years after the revo-lution ended, in accordance with Deng
Xiaoping’s “Reform and Open” policy, the local government decided to
restore Gao Min Monastery. Elder Master De-Lin was invited to take care of
business. He was already 72 years old. “People retire in their 50s. I started
working in my 70s,” he said.

His work has been to restore Gao Min Monastery accord-ing to Master Lai-
Guo’s vision. It is not easy consider—ing that Gao Min Monastery is no
ordinary monastery. During the Qin Dynasty, it hosted emperors a total of 8



times. Emperor Kang-Xi liked it so much that he built a palace next to it.
The palace was so lavish that Cao Xue-Qin, the author of The Dream of Red
Chamber, whose grandfather supervised the construction of the palace, said
“there i1s more gold and silver than there is soil.” But after wars and
revolutions, not much was left. The only reminder of its former glories are
the two parallel rivers in front of the old mountain gate. Directly in front of
the Gate is the famous Beijing-Hang-zhou Great Canal, linking Ancient
China’s economic center (Hangzhou) to its political center (Beijing). The
river further from the Gate was dug by Emperor Qian-Long when he stayed
at Gao Min Monastery. It is said he couldn’t sleep because of the noises
made by boats traveling through the Great Canal, so he ordered another
canal to be dug further from Gao Min Monastery.

Reconstruction is especially difficult when you must maintain the tradition
of a Ten-Direction Forest Monas-tery dedicated to Chan alone. Part of
Master Lai-Guo’s vision for Gao Min Monastery was that it remains a place
for people to become enlightened.

Master Lai-Guo liked to compare Chan sessions to ancient China’s Civil
Service Exams. For the exam, a scholar would study rigorously for years,
come to the exam, do their best and... Bam! The next thing he knew, he was
up in the Imperial Court working with the Emperor and his ministers. The
rules in the exam room had to be strict so people could concentrate.
Similarly, Gao Min Monastery is well known for its rules. Master Lai-Guo is
also famous for being strict in the Chan hall and hitting people with his Chan
stick to help them in their prac-tice. Once, a wealthy lay person offered
Master Lai-Guo 7 gold bullions (equivalent to US $200,000~$500,000) if he
would hit her with his Chan stick to help erase her karma. He refused,
saying, “My Chan stick is reserved for people with the potential to become
patriarchs.”

Even to this day, there is no tourist business, no quasi-Buddhist mega-stores,
and no fortunetelling stands to generate revenues. The monastery does not
even hold Buddhist events that traditionally generate revenues legitimately.
They live by growing vegetables in the summer and meditating in the winter.
All the while, they must be open to lodge traveling monks. These are the
traditions that Master De-Lin is trying to preserve while
he works to restore the monastery.



When you don’t have money, you need to be flexible and do things slowly.
Master De-Lin has been working on the restoration of Gao Min Monastery
for 20 years. It is already a huge monastery spanning 230 Chinese-acres,
with more than 200 monks and nuns. But to complete all the planned
construction, Master De-Lin estimates it will take another 20 years at the
current rate.

Furthermore, in China, when you don’t have money, the government does
not like you. For years the government has pressured Gao Min Monastery to
become a tourist hotspot. They have persistently insisted Master De-Lin to
collect entrance fees. “They tell me that I need to ‘open up’ Gao Min
Monastery. I think we are the most open because we are free. I don’t know
how we can be more open by charging entrance fees,” Master De-Lin
commented.

The Abbot of a nearby “Buddhist Disneyland” explained to us the typical
setup between the government and a monastery—the monastery will get
20% from the entrance fees and the government will get 80%, which is used
to promote the monastery through the making of road signs and the
pub-lication of tourist maps and packages that include information about the
mon-astery. Monasteries, if they wish, can charge additional fees for
activities such as ascending towers, hitting bells, etc. They can even rent out
spaces to small businesses. During the Chinese New Year, popu-lar
monasteries set up hot-lines so people can call to reserve expensive tickets.
Hitting the bell for good luck is auctioned off to the highest bidder. The local
government, | believe, just taxes these revenues as if the monastery was a
regular business. This is quite gener-ous compared to how monasteries used
to be treated: the monks beaten and the monastery torn down. As a result,
very few monasteries remain free to the public. | heard there were only two
in existence today.

The young Abbot of the “Buddhist Disneyland” informed us that he has no
choice but to collect entrance fees and to rent out spaces to businesses since
it is for the sake of the “unavoidable historical progress.” Under Marx—ist
ideology, all societies evolve towards communism, the ideal human society.
Religions are considered good only if they advance the socialist agenda, in
this case, promoting local economy. Spiritual practices that deny the
mate-rial-only reality are considered “feudal”, a Marxist term meaning
obsolete. From the communist point of view, Marxism is “scientific”, and
therefore the Truth, and searching for Truth outside Marx—ism is not



encouraged. (Scientific and Truth are often used interchangeably in China).
Reli-gious people should know that their role in this modern, “scientific”
age is not to practice “feudal superstitions” but to manage the society’s
cultural assets and to provide psychological solace to weak-minded people.
The same reasoning claims that monks should be able to eat meat and get
married in order to attract “high quality” people to the monkhood, i.e. people
who can manage a monas—tery like a business and who can pacify people
with their teachings.

The young Abbot graduated from the official Buddhist seminary in Beijing.
As a well indoctrinated monk, he said he will use the money generated from
the monas—tery for a Buddhist semi-nary and for charitable works. Though
he is young (early 40s/late 30s), he is already in charge of two famous
monasteries. He was also happy to inform us that he will get a seat in the
provincial Politburo next year. Not a small feat in this country.

For an old stubborn reac-tionary like Master De-Lin, who was probably
considered a “Rightist” before, and now considered a “Leftist,” but one way
or the other, always on the wrong side of history, life is not so easy. Big
chunks of Gao Min Monastery’s land were occupied by various entities for
various reasons. It took years of negotiation to get most of the land back.
When the river surrounding Gao Min Monastery became too polluted to
drink, the government refused to bring in water pipes. Only through the
mediation of certain “leaders,” did they finally obtain tap water. On a
government website, the government criticizes Gao Min Monastery for not
utilizing their resources well and thus dragging down the tourism potential
of the district.

When you don’t have respect from your government, it appears that you
don’t get respect from the neighbor-hood peasants as well. Some peasants
set up a fake park-ing lot in front of the Mountain Gate. When you tell them
you are going to park inside the monastery, they insist you pay them an
entrance fee.

It must have been a trying 20 years for Master De-Lin. No wonder he said,
“I don’t like to see doctors. Whenever I see one, they always tell me | need
to be hospitalized.” My teacher said, “My advice is that you at least lie in
bed and have people serve you.” “Oh that would be my dream!” Master De-
Lin joked.



After talking to Master De-Lin, my teacher and | took out the donation
col-lected from family and friends and gave it to him. In the past, an Arhat
made a vow to help people create blessings by appearing whenever there is
an event of more than one thousand monks, as expected with a Precept
Transmission ceremony. Hence, we were very happy to support the
occasion. We bowed to the Master and went out.

We then went to see Master Wen-Long, who will become the next Abbot.
Due to the increasing pressure from the government, Master De-Lin has
decided to retire after the precept transmission. He picked Master Wen-
Long, who has been his disciple for more than twenty years, to succeed him.

Master Wen-Long is a very unassum=ing monk. When we first met him, we
had no idea that he was Master De-Lin’s “deputy.” He chatted with us and
showed us around the monastery. When we men-tioned Master De-Lin’s
retirement, he told us not to worry. He said that Master De-Lin was his
teacher, thus he would always abide by his directions. He vowed to resist the
government’s pressure to charge entrance fees. However, Master Wen-Long
Is quite ill. One of our purposes of visiting Gao Min Monastery was to treat
him. He has rheumatoid arthritis along his spine and was bed-ridden for
many months last year. It is a very painful condition. He felt that his health
might not permit him to take on the responsibility of running Gao Min
Monastery. But after taking herbal remedies pre-scribed by my teacher, he
has been able to wane off his intake of painkillers.

My teacher also treated two women who work at the guest building. They
are frail but their problems are not complicated. They are overworked and
undernour-ished. Master Lai-Guo allows three meals a day, but only one
vegetable dish and rice. The women said that since there are many guests
there now, they eat a little better, but regularly they only have plain rice with
pickled vegetables. They have been living and working at Gao Min
Monastery for about three years and intend to leave-home (enter the
monastic order). Their request to leave home this year was rejected by
Master De-Lin who told them that they needed to train for a couple more
years. My teacher asked them why they didn’t try other monaster—ies. With
the economic development of China in the last 20 years, there are very few
places where people just eat rice with pickled vegetables. They only smiled
shyly and said, “It’s better here.”



The next day, we went to the morning ceremony. More than 800 novices
came from all over China to take the Great Precepts for becoming fully
ordained monastic. The number was smaller than the expected 1,000, prob-
ably due to lack of publicity. The Precept Hall and the dormitory for the
novices were incomplete due to lack of resources. During the event, novices
lived in unfinished concrete buildings and slept on wooden boards covered
with straw mats. Despite the poor facil-ities, there was an aura of
seriousness. Monks walked into the Buddha Hall in small groups according
to their affili-ated monasteries and every group was led by a senior monk
from their home monastery.

The morning ceremony is basically the same as the one at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas in California. It was interesting to hear people reciting
the Surangama mantra in all different accents, and | realized how cohe-sive
Chinese Buddhism is. Without a centralized Church to regulate the
teachings, customs and liturgies, there is still unity among the different
monasteries. Without much change in his lifestyle, a monk can travel to
different monasteries to study and cultivate. Although great masters were not
canonized, the community still rec-ognized them as sages. They were not
theologians that split people into different camps of beliefs, but simply
brought out suitable teachings for different people in dif—-ferent places at
different times. Unaffiliated monasteries would voluntarily heed their
leadership. Although this environment has diminished substantially, when
you see one thousand monks and nuns from all over China doing the same
ceremony, you witness the footprint of a great tradition.

Just minutes into the recitation, a giant lightning flashed. Everything
brightened for an instant, even inside the Buddha Hall. It was followed by
the loudest thunder | have ever heard, and rain started pouring down. | felt
like 1 was on a ship amidst a thunderstorm. The rain stopped just before we
walked out of the Buddha Hall. It had lasted only about twenty minutes and
did not rain again the whole day. It seemed like the dragons had come to
wash the ground. | hope the rain portended a good beginning, not just for the
precept transmission but for Buddhism in China. [On my later visits, |
questioned two monks from Taiwan who had taken the precepts at that
ceremony. They told me that it rained and thundered on the first day of each
precept transmission during the whole event. (San Tan Da Jie is three
precept transmis—sions combined into one event)]



Gao Min Monastery is the only place | encountered so far in China where
people cultivate diligently. It is big, grand, and proud of its traditions. But
even with the ded-ication of the Abbot and his followers, its future is
uncer-tain. Emperors no longer visit there and the government is unfriendly
to ideas and organizations that do not abide by the Party’s ideology. The
“Middle Kingdom,” China, at one time proudly called ‘“the Middle
Kingdom” and well-known for its rich traditions, now feels like a spiri-tual
wasteland. | wonder how Gao Min Monastery will sustain itself as a Chan
Forest Monastery. In a coun-try where most people are clueless about
Buddhism, will traveling monks come from distant mountains and become
enlightened there? Can it stay free from com—mercial enterprises? I don’t
know. However, | do get a better understanding of Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua’s commitment to preserve Buddhism: by bringing its seeds to a new
land where it can be free to flourish. Hopefully one day Buddhism will take
root again in China.

Chua Cao Man ¢ Duong Chau (Gao-Min Monastery)
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