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LO1 DAN

Phﬁc trinh mang s6 hiéu A/5630 1a bao céo
ctia Phai doan Diéu tra Lién Hiép Quéc
tai Nam Viét Nam (Report of the United Nation
Fact-Finding Mission to South Viet-Nam) dugc soan
thao bang tiéng Anh, tiéng Phap va tiéng TAy Ban
Nha, 1a két qua ctia mot cude diéu tra khach quan
do Lién Hiép Quéc tién hanh thong qua viéc chi dinh
cac dai dién ti 7 qudc gia thanh vién cung mot s6
nhan vién chuyén mon dé hd trg hoat dong diéu tra.
Phai doan diéu tra nay da dén Nam Viét Nam ngay
24-10-1963 va dén sang ngay 1-11 thi du kién sé
hoan tat cong viéc vao cudi ngay 3-11. Tuy nhién,
cudc chinh bién dién ra trong ngay 1-11 da lam thay
d61 phan cudi k& hoach, ciing nhu c6 thé 14 nguyén
nhan khién cho Phai doan khong nhan dudge nhiing
tai liéu quan trong ma Chinh phu 6ng Diém da hia
sé cung cAp. Ngoai ra, dé chuéin bi cac phuong thiic
va chuong trinh hanh dong sao cho khach quan va
hiéu qua, truéec d6 phai doan cting da c6 4 phién hop
trong thoi gian ti ngay 14-10 dén 21-10-1963 tai
New York.

Ban Phic trinh A/5630, chi riéng phan Anh
ngit dai 93 trang khé 16n, gbm 4 Chuong véi 191
phan doan (paragraphs) va 16 Phu luc (Annexes),
dudc phai doan trinh 1én Ky hop thudng nién lan
tht 18 cta Dai Hoi Dong Lién Hiép Quoc, 1a tai
liéu quan trong dé Pai Hoi Péng thao luan va xem
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xét trong pham vi D& muc 77 (Item 77) theo Nghi
trinh Ky hop (Agenda) da dugc Dai Hoi Dong thong
qua trudc dé, véi tiéu dé chinh 1a “Vi pham nhén
quyén 6 Viét Nam” (The violation of human rights
in South Viet-Nam).

Trong thuc t&, Dai Hoi Dong da khong tién hanh
viéc thao luan Dé muc 77 nhu trong Nghi trinh da
dinh. Ly do don gian 1a vi d61 tugng bi cdo budc vi
pham nhan quyén, tiic Chinh pht Ng6 Dinh Diém,
da sup d6 sau cudc dao chinh ctia Quan do6i ngay
1-11-1963. Mac du vay, Phuc trinh nay da dude
chinh thtc cong b6 va c6 thé xem 14 mot vin kién
lich st quan trong, bdi day la su ghi nhan khach
quan va khoa hoc ctia mot to chitc quéc t& 16n nhat
hanh tinh vé nhiing gi Chinh phti Ngé Dinh Diém
da lam tai mién Nam Viét Nam, trong pham vi lién
quan dén cudc van dong doi binh déng t6n gido nam
1963 ctia Phat giao Viét Nam. Mot s6 luan diéu bép
méo va nhao nan lich st véi ¥y do xuyén tac sé bi
vach tran thong qua chinh nhiing ghi nhan trung
thuc tu Phic trinh nay.

Ban Phic trinh dudc thuc hién ding vao thoi
diém cang thing nhat cta cac dién bién lién quan,
khi ma trong tAm tudéng nhiing ngudi chiing kién
van chua hét su bang hoang, cam phan, va khi
nhiing dong mau doé trong cac chién dich dan ap
ctia Chinh phu Ngé Dinh Diém vin con chua kip
khé hén di trén than thé nhiing hoc sinh, sinh vién
va ting ni cu si hoan toan vd tdi. Mot s6 16n cac vi



Ld1 DAN

van con dang trong vong tu toi khi Phai doan tién
hanh cudc diéu tra.

Thong qua nhiing ndi dung ghi nhan trong ban
Phic trinh, ching ta thdy dudc tu tudng va cam xuc
cua chinh nhiing nhan chiing vao thoi diém ngay
trude khi Chinh pha Diém sup d6, va ciing théng
qua ban Phuc trinh, ching ta thdy dudc nhiing bién
phéap déi tra ma Chinh pht Diém da ap dung dé c6
lam sai léch két qua diéu tra. Va bat chap nhiing dé
xudt c¢6 chi ¥ cling nhu nhiing can tré ngam ti phia
Chinh pht1 Diém, Phai doan Diéu tra ctia Lién Hiép
Quoéc da hét stic khéo 1éo trong cac quyét dinh hanh
dong ctia ho, din dén két qua 1a mot noi dung Phic
trinh v6 cung phong phu va day du ciing nhu dam
bao tinh chinh x4c va khach quan. Nhiing 1ap luan
sai léch nham y @6 “chay t6i” cho Chinh phu Diém
khi cho rang “khéng cé dan ap Phat gido” sé hoan
toan bi pha vd khi ching ta déi chiéu véi nhiing noi
dung thuc t& dudgc ghi lai trong Phiic trinh nay.

Vé6i cac y nghia néu trén, sy xem xét cua Dai
Hoi Dong Lién Hiép Quéc vé van dé nay hoan toan
khong can thiét niia, bdi khong con bat ky bién
phap triing phat nao déi véi mét ché d6 c6 thé xem
1& nghiém khéc ning né hon 14 su sup d6 cta chinh
né. Trong khi d6, tinh chat khach quan va trung
thuc cong véi phuong phap lam viéc khéo 1éo va
khoa hoc ma Phai doan diéu tra da ap dung, ty né
da 14 mot su ddm bao chéc chin dé ngudi doc ban
Phic trinh hoan toan c¢6 thé tu minh rat ra két luan.
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Khi chon giéi thiéu noi dung ban Phic trinh
A/5630 nay, ching toi hy vong sé cung cip cho doc
gia mot ngudn tu lidu quy gia va khach quan dé hiéu
ding va hiéu rd vé cudc van dong binh ddng tén gido
niam 1963 cua Phat gido Viét Nam. Toan vin Phic
trinh bang Anh ngit (va 5 ngon ngii khac 1a tiéng A
Rap, tiéng Hoa, tiéng Phap, tiéng Nga va tiéng Tay
Ban Nha) c6 thé tim doc trén Internet." Tuy nhién, &
mot s6 noi dung quan trong ching téi sé in nghiéng
va dan kém theo nguyén tac Anh ngit dé doc gia tién
so sanh.

1. THONG TIN SO LUOC

Bién c6 dan 4p Phat gido tai Dai phat thanh
Hué ngay 8-5-1963 lam chét 8 Phat ti c6 thé xem
la “giot nuée tran ly” lam bung v6 va vugt qua gidi
han nhin nhuc chiu dung ctia Phat tii d6i véi su bat
cong cua Chinh quyén Ngb Dinh Diém tir nhiéu nam
trude 6. Nhidu cude biéu tinh va cac hinh thic phan
déi khac nhau da lién tuc dién ra trén pham vi toan
mién Nam, ma cht yéu va sb6i dong nhat van 1a 6 hai
thanh phé 16n: Hué va Sai Gon. Sau cudc tu thiéu
cta Hoa Thugng Thich Quang Dtc tai Sai Gon vao
ngay 11-6-1963 lam ring dong luong tam nhan loai,
chinh quyén Ngbé Dinh Diém, hay chinh xac hon 1a
ong Co van Ngo Dinh Nhu, da quyét dinh dung vii luc
dap tan phong trao doi binh ding toén gido cua Phat
gido, bat chap ban Thong cio chung ngay 16-6-1963

' http://www.un.org/ga/search/viewm_doc.asp?symbol=A/5630
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do Uy ban Lién b6 ctia Chinh phti cung ky két véi Uy
ban Lién phai Phat gido, c¢6 chit ky duyét khan cua
chinh 6ng Tong thong Ngo Pinh Diém, da cam két
gidi quyét thoa dang cac nguyén vong chinh dang cua
Phat giao.

bém 20 rang ngay 21-8-1963, 6ng Nhu ra lénh
cho Luc Lugng Dic Biét cua Dai ta Lé Quang Tung
va Canh sat Da chién tong tdn cong cic chuia trén
toan quoc. Chi trong may gid déng ho thuc hién
chién dich, chinh quyén da bat giam 1.426 Tiang
Ni va cu si Phat gido trén toan lanh thé Nam Viét
Nam.! Toan bd thanh phan 1lanh dao Phat gido chi
trong mot dém da bi khéng ché bang bao luc, giam
cam va khung bo.

Vé6i nhiing hanh vi bat chadp dao ly cling nhu
cong 1y, thach thic luong tri loai nguoi khi st dung
dén cac luc lugng var trang tinh nhué nhat chi dé
dan ap, vo cé bat giam hang loat nhiing con ngusi
khong c6 kha niang tu vé, khong c6 via khi trong tay,
chinh quyén Ng6 Dinh Diém da tu dung 1én biic
tuong ngin cach gitia ho véi phan con lai cia nhan
loai. Do d6, hang loat cac hanh dong phan déi da
lién tuc dién ra & ca trong va ngoai nudc. Dic biét,
trong sd nhiing ngudi cong khai phan d6i manh mé
nhat c6 ca than phu va than miu cia ba Nhu la
Luat su Tran Van Chuong (Dai st Viéet Nam Cong

' Theo Dién van s6 320 (HO so 274) cla Toa Dai si My tai Sai
Gon gti cho Bd Ngoai giao My ngay 24-8, c6 ghi 13i tu bach cla
chinh Tu6ng Lé Van Kim vé s6 liéu nay.
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Hoa tai Hoa Ky) va ba Than Thi Nam Tran (Quan
sat vién thuong truc cua Viét Nam Coéng Hoa tai
Lién Hiép Qudc).

Nhiing tin tic khong tot dep vé su dan ap Phat
gido cua chinh quyén 6ng Diém d4 lan truyén nhanh
chéng ra khap thé gi6i, nhat 1a sau khi nhiing btc
anh cudc tu thiéu chia Hoa thugng Thich Quang
Dtic dudc cong b trén bao chi. Vao ngay 4-9-1963,
dai dién ctia 14 nuéc thanh vién Lién Hiép Quéc
bao gom Afghanistan, Algeria, Cambodia, Ceylon,
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Méng C6, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Trinidad
and Tobago (sau dé c6 thém hai nuée khac niia la
Mali va Nepal) da cung gti mot Thinh nguyén thu
lén Téng Thu Ky Lién Hiép Quéc, yéu cau dua
thém vao Nghi trinh Ky hop thuong nién tha 18
cua Dai Hoi Déng Lién Hiép Quéc mot noi dung
thdo luan véi tiéu dé “Su vi pham nhan quyén ¢
Nam Viét Nam” (The violation of human rights in
South Viet-Nam). Thinh nguyén thu nay mang s6
A/5489, dudc gtii dén cho tat ca cac nuée thanh vién
Lién Hiép Qudc vao ngay 9-9-1963. Mot van ban
giai thich vé viéc nay ciing dude chuyén dén tit ca
cac nuéc thanh vién vao ngay 13-9-1963, sau do6
dua vao thanh Phu luc s6 1 ctia Thinh nguyén thu
néi trén (A/5489/Add.1).

Thinh nguyén thu A/5489 dua ra cic cao budc cu
thé vé su vi pham nhan quyén ctia chinh pha Ngo
Dinh Diém, trong d6 cac su kién quan trong vua
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dién ra tai Viet Nam déu dudgc dé cap dén. Vé bién
c6 ngay 8-5-1963 va hé qua sau d6, thinh nguyén
thu néu ro:

“Nine persons were killed when troops
fired on the orders of the Government on
the participants. This incident resulted in
a request for redress of grievances and the
acceptance of responsibility for the killings by
the Government. Neither was done, resulting
in an increased demand for remedial action.
The intensity of feeling against the injustices
done by the Government was such that five
monks and a nun immolated themselves - a
course of action unusual to the followers of
the faith.”
“Chin nguoi da bi thiét mang khi quin doi
né siing vao dim déng theo 1énh cia Chinh
phti. Su c6 nay doi héi phai cé su giai quyét
thoa dang va nhan trach nhiém vé hanh vi
dan dén chét nguoi cua Chinh phi. Nhung
ca hai doi héi nay déu khéng dugce giai quyét
thoa dang, két qua la cang tidng thém su
phan khang doi héi phai c6 hanh déng khéc
phuc hau qua. Su phdn doéi nhiing bat céng
cua Chinh pht da gia ting dén mic db cé 5
tdng si va mét su cé da tu thiéu - vén la mot
dong thai iing xi khéng binh thuong dé1 vdi
cac tin dé Phat gio.”
Va cudc tdn céng tho bao vao cac chiia trén khip
pham vi mién Nam Viét Nam vao dém 20-8-1963
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ciing duge ghi nhan chinh xac va cu thé trong bic
thinh nguyén thu:

14

“The appeal for justice from their subjects
was met by threats and ridicule and was
followed by an attack, a little after midnight
on Tuesday, 20 August 1963, on the venerated
Xa-Loi Pagoda, the chief shrine in Saigon of
the majority faith. Hordes of armed police
equipped with machine-guns and carbines
entered the precincts of the pagoda and
carried away hundreds of monks and nuns
to prisons, after inflicting injury on them.
This action was repeated in the early hours
of the same day in a number of other pagodas
throughout the country. At least 1,000 monks
are estimated to be incarcerated at present.
The death toll is not known.”

“Su doi hoi cong biang ctia cac cong dan [Viét
Nam] dugc dap lai bang su de doa va tho
bao, tiép theo la mét cude tan coéng vao chua
Xa Loi, ngoéi chua ton nghiém nhat Sai Gon,
Idc vira qué nua dém ngay thi Ba, 20 thang
8, 1963. Nhiéu toan canh sat trang bi sung
mdy va sung truong da xam nhap khuén vién
chua va bit di hang tram tidng ni, dua vao
cac nha tu sau khi da gdy thuong tich cho ho.
Hanh dong nay ciing dugc thuc hién cung Ilic
6 nhiéu ngéi chua khéac trong ca nudc. Hién
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nay, udc tinh it nhat da cé dén 1.000 nha su
bi bit giam. S6' nguoi chét van chua dugc ré.”

Cuodc biéu tinh ctia sinh vién hoc sinh va phan
ting dan ap cua Chinh phu 6ng Diém ciing duge ghi
nhan:

“Students of Saigon University demonstrat-
ing against these arbitrary actions of the
Government were arrested by the hundreds
on Sunday, 25 August 1963.”

“Cac sinh vién truong Pai hoc Sai Gon da
biéu tinh phan déi nhiing hanh vi déc doan
cta Chinh phu va bi bt giam 1én dén nhiéu
tram ngudi vao ngay Chu nhat, 25-8-1963.”

Truéc nhiing cao budc cu thé va ré rang nhu
thé, tai cudc hop lan tht 153 cua ny ban Thuong
truc (General Committee) Dai Hoi Dong Lién Hiép
Quéc vao ngay 18-9-1963, Uy ban da quyét dinh
dé nghi Dai Hoi Péng dua Dé muc s6 77 vao Nghi
trinh Ky hop thuong nién lan thi 18 véi tiéu dé 1a
“Su vi pham nhan quyén ¢ Nam Viét Nam” (The
violation of human rights in South Viet-Nam).

Dap lai nhiing c4o budc cua cac nude thanh vién
Lién Hiép Quéc, Chinh pht Viét Nam Cong Hoa
khoéng thé im lang. Vao ngay 4-10-1963, ho da gui
thu lén Dai Hoi Déng, moi dai dién cac nude thanh
vién Lién Hiép Quéc dén Viét Nam dé tim hiéu su
that. Bang cach nay, Chinh pht 6ng Diém da quyét
dinh “tién ha tha vi cudng” dé chiing té minh “trong

15



PHUC TRINH DIEU TRA CUA LIEN HIEP QuOC NAM 1963

sach”. Hin 6ng da phai rit tu tin véi cac chiéu thic
dé che day nhiing viéc da lam, ma trong s6 d6 thi
viéc kiém soat chit cac thanh phéan chinh pht dé ho
néi theo y 6ng ciing nhu chuén bi cdc nhan ching
gia l1a diéu ching ta sé dé dang nhan ra qua thuc té.

Tai phién hop tha 1232 vao ngay 7-10-1963,
Dai Hoi Déng Lién Hiép Quéc da chap thuan dé
nghi cua ﬂy ban Thuong truc, dua Dé muc 77 vao
Nghi trinh Ky hop Thuong nién lan tha 18." Dai
dién cua Costa Rica, m#c du khéng ky tén trong
Thinh nguyén thu truéc d6, nhung da dé xuat trude
Dai Hoi Dong 14 nén chap nhan 16i mdi cua Viét
Nam Cong Hoa dé “cé su khdo sat hét stc nghiém
tic va can trong vé tit ca nhiing di kién cé thé thu
thap duogc” (very serious and careful examination
of all the available facts).

Trong phién hop khoang dai 1an tht 1234 cua
Dai Hoi Dong, vi Chu tich da cong bd viéc chi dinh
dai dién cta 7 nuée thanh vién dé thanh lap mot
Phai doan diéu tra, bao gom: Afghanistan, Brazil,
Ceylon, Costa Rica, Dahomey, Morocco va Nepal.
Dai dién cua Afghanistan 14 6ng Abdul Rahman
Pazhwak sé giti cuong vi Trudng doan. PDang chu y
12 Chu tich Dai Hoi Dong da xac dinh nhiém vu caa
phai doan mét cach cu thé hon, d6 1a “dén Viét Nam
Cong Hoa dé tim hiéu su that vé tinh trang thuc té&

' Pai Hoi Bong Lién Hiép Qudc hop thuong nién mdi nam mot
lan ké t ndm 1945. Ky hop thudng nién nam 1963 1a lan thd
18.
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6 nudc nay trong pham vi méi quan hé giita Chinh
pht va cong dong Phat ti Viét Nam” (to visit the
Republic of Viet-Nam so as to ascertain the facts of
the situation in that country as regards relations
between the Government of the Republic of Viet-
Nam and the Viet-Namese Buddhist community).
Nhu vay, muc tiéu diéu tra vé vi pham nhan quyén
da duge khoanh viing mét cach cu thé hon 1a nhiing
vi pham nham vao Phat giao. Hon thé niia, Pai Hoi
Péng ciing thic giuc “phai doan phai lén duong
cang sém cang tot dé c6 thé kip bdo cao két qud 1én
Ky hop thuong nién dang dién ra” (The mission will
have to leave as soon as possible so that its report
can be submitted to the General Assembly at the
present session.)

Ky hop thudng nién ctia Dai Hoi Dong khai mac
ti thang 9 va thudng sé kéo dai dén gitia thang 12.
Vi thé, Dai Hoi Dong da quyét dinh sé xem xét va
cho y kién vé su viéc nay ngay trong Ky hop thuong
nién cua ndm 1963.

Vé cac thanh vién, Chu tich Dai Hoi Dong da
dich than chi dinh 7 quéc gia va Chinh pht cua méi
quéc gia tu dé ci nguoi dai dién tham gia. Ngoai
ra, Dai Hoi Dong ciing cti thém mot s& thanh vién
chuyén mén dé dam bao hiéu qua hoat déng t6t
nhat cho phai doan, bao gom moét Chanh thu ky
(John P Humphrey) va hai phu ta (Ilhan Lutem
phu trach diéu hanh va Alain L. Dan-geard phu
trach tai chanh), mét Tuy vién Bao chi (Valieri .
G. Stavridi). Co quan thudng truc ctia Uy ban Kinh

17



PHUC TRINH DIEU TRA CUA LIEN HIEP QuOC NAM 1963

t& A chau va Vién Pong thuoc Lién Hiép Quéc tai
Thai Lan da cung cdp mot trg 1y phu trach thong
dich Anh-Viét (6ng The Pha Thay Vilai-hongs) va
mot ngudi thong dich Anh-Phap (c6 G. Bazinet).
Kinh phi danh cho phéai doan 14 khoang 33.600 do-
la My, do Lién Hiép Quéc dai tho.

Tai New York, ti ngay 14 dén ngay 21 thang
10 nam 1963, Phai doan Diéu tra nay da td chiic 4
cudc hop chuén bi trude khi 1én dudng, dé xac dinh
cic nguyén tac lam viéc cling nhu phac thao ra ké
hoach hanh dong. Nhiing chuén bi nay da dudc cac
thanh vién trong doan thio luan ky ludng va di dén
théng nhat. Muc dich chinh cling dudge xac dinh mot
cach chi tiét va cu thé tai Nguyén téc s6 12 trong
cic nguyén tac da duge Phai doan théng qua:

“Phé&i doan nay la mot té chiic chuyén trach
diéu tra, dugc thanh lap tim hiéu su that
vé tinh trang thuc té lién quan dén cac céo
buéc vi pham nhin quyén ctua Chinh phu
Viét Nam Cong Hoa trong mél quan hé giiia
Chinh phu nay véi cong dong Phat ti tai Viét
Nam.”

(“The Mission 1s an ad hoc fact-finding
body and has been established to ascertain
the facts of the situation as regards the
alleged violations of human rights by the
Government of the Republic of VietNam in
its relations with the Buddhist community of
that country.”)

18
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Nham dam bao tinh trung thuc cho hoat dong
thu thap thong tin, Phai doan da thao luan véi Chu
tich Dai Hoi Dong va quyét dinh git kin cac nguyén
tac lam viéc cting nhu k& hoach hanh doéng. Tuy
nhién, muc dich khai quat sé duge Chu tich Dai Hoi
Déng truyén dat dén dai dién caua Viét Nam Cong
Hoa tai Lién Hiép Qudc, dé bao ddm Chinh phu
Viét Nam Cong Hoa nhan thitc day da vé diéu nay.

Vé tiéu chi diéu tra, can ct vao cac cao budc da
nhan dugc, Phai doan da vach ra nhiing tiéu chi, van
ban phap 1y cAn dua vao dé lam can ct két luan vé vi
pham nhan quyén. Trong ban Phic trinh, cac doan
van tit 66 dén 71 da duge danh tron dé néu ro cac van
ban phap ly va diéu khoan lién quan. Trong s6 dé, cac
van ban sau day dugc nhan manh:

- Ban Hién chuong Lién Hiép Quéc (Charter of
the United Nations), ban hanh ngay 26-6-
1945.

- Ban Tuyén ngén Quéc té vé Nhian quyén (the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights),
ban hanh ngay 10-12-1948.

- Nghi quyét s6 1779 cua Pai Hoi Pong Lién
Hiép Québc, ban hanh ngay 7-12-1962.

Ban Phuc trinh trich dan Diéu 1, khoan 3 trong
Hién chuong Lién Hiép Qudéc, nhan manh sy “tén
trong nhin quyén va cac quyén tu do cidn ban cia
tat ca moi nguoi, khéng phan biét chung tdc, gidi
tinh, ngén ngit hay toén giao” (respect for human
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rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion).

Va trich dan nguyén vin Diéu 18 trong Tuyén
ngén Quoéc té vé Nhan quyén néi rang:

“Everyone has theright to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion; this right includes
freedom to change his religion or belief, and
freedom either alone or in community with
others and in public or private, to manifest
his religion or belief in teaching, practice,
worship and observance.”

“Moi nguoi déu cé quyén tu do tu tudng, luong
tri va tin ngudng, bao gom ca viéc tu do thay
doi ton gido hodc niém tin, va tu do bay té ton
gido hodc niém tin cua minh bing cac hinh
thic nhu thuyét giang, thuc hanh, tho cing
va thuc hién nghi 1é, du chi riéng mét minh
hay cung chung véi cong déng, tai nhiing noi
cong cong hodc riéng tu.”

Vé y nghia ctia cudc diéu tra, Phai doan néu cén
cti § Diéu 13, Doan 1, phan b ctia Hién chuong Lién
Hiép Quéc va trich dan nguyén vin:

1. The General Assembly shall initiate studies

and make recommendations for the purpose
of:

a. ...

b. promoting international co-operation in the
economic, social, cultural, educational, and
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health fields, and assisting in the realization
of human rights and fundamental freedoms
for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language, or religion.

1. Dai Héi Péng [Lién Hiép Qudc] cé quyén tién
hanh nghién citu va dua ra cidc khuyén nghi
cho cac muc dich:

a. ...

b. Thic diy su hgp tac quéc té trong cac linh
vuc kinh té, xa hoéi, vdn héa, gido duc, y té
va hé trg trong viéc thuc hién cic quyén con
nguoi va tu do co ban cho tat ca moil nguoi,
khéng phan biét ching toc, gidi tinh, ngén
ngi hay toén giao.

Cac vin ban khéac ciing dugc trich dan tiung
phan dé nh&n manh va lam rd cac yéu ciu caa cudc
diéu tra. Dic biét, trong Phuc trinh con “dé nghi
tham chiéu dén cac diéu s6 2, 9, 20, 21, 29 va 30 cua
Tuyén ngén Quéc té vé Nhian quyén” (Reference
should also be made to articles 2, 9, 20, 21,29 and
30 of the Universal Declaration.)

Sau qua trinh chuén bi than trong, Phai doan
chinh thtic 1én duong ngay 21 va dén Phi truong
Tan Son Nhiit ldc 0 gid 30 sang ngay 24-10. Phia
Chinh phu Viét Nam Cong hoa c6 6ng Pham Déng
Lam va cac quan chtic Bo Ngoai giao ra dén. Tra 161
phéng vién bao chi Viét Nam va qudc té ngay khi
dén phi trudng, vi Trudng doan da xac dinh rang
“muc dich cua phai doan la tién hanh nhiing cuéc
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diéu tra tai chd, ling nghe ciac nhan ching va tiép
nhan cac thinh nguyén” (its intention to carry out
on-the-spot investigations, to hear witnesses and
to receive petitions).

Phai doan vé dén chd nghi 14 khach san Majestic
ldc 2 gi6 sing cung ngay va vi Trudng doan ngay
lap ttic mé cudc hop dé xem xét dé nghi ciia Chinh
pht Viét Nam Cong Hoa vé chuong trinh lam viéc
cua Phai doan. Theo dé nghi nay, Phai doan sé 6
lai1 Sai Gon 3 ngay, sau d6 di Viing Tau tham mot
ngo6i chua “va tiép tuc di Pa Lat dé viéng mot sé
chua, cung vdéi cdc co so gido duc va cac trung tim
du lich” (... then to Dalat where visits of pagodas,
as well as educational establishments and tourist
centres). Trong chuong trinh ciing du kién Phai
doan sé dén tham Hué, Phan Rang, Phan Thiét,
Ba Xuyén,' Vinh Binh, va tit nhién “ciing bao gém
trong chuong trinh viéc viéng tham cac chua cing
véi mot s6 dia diém du lich” (also included in the
programme with visits to pagodas and some tourist
places).

Y d danh lac huéng diéu tra cia Chinh pha
Diém gan nhu da 16 rd trong chuong trinh do ho dé
xudt. Do d6, sau khi xem xét, phai doan chi chip
nhan duy nhat dé xuat ctia ngay dau tién, 24-10,
bao gom viéc viéng thim mang tinh nghi thic dén
Bo Ngoai giao va Bo Noi vu, sau d6 1a néi chuyén 6

! Tinh Ba Xuyén cti ngay nay gan nhu trang khop véi dia phan
tinh Soc Trang.
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Bo Noi vu vé van dé Phat giao Viét Nam, hoi dam véi
Téng théng Ngo Pinh Diém va cudi ciing an t6i & Bo
No6i Vu. Vé tat cd nhiing ngay con lai trong chuong
trinh do Chinh pht Viét Nam dé xu4t, Phai doan tra
161 14 can c¢6 thém thdi gian dé can nhéc trude khi
ch4p nhan. Chinh phu Viét Nam cting ngay 1ap tic
dé xu4t chi trd moi chi phi &n & va di lai cho Phai
doan trong suét thoi gian luu trd tai Viét Nam, va
dé nghi tiép mot biia tiéc chiéu dai khac é Bo Ngoai
giao vao budi t6i hém sau, 25-10.

Phai doan da tu chéi dé nghi cia Chinh phu
Viét Nam va néi rang ho sé tu lo moi chi phi. Phia
Viét Nam sau d6 néu 1y do an ninh dé dé nghi Phai
doan st dung phuong tién di lai do ho cung cép.
Cuoi cung, Phai doan déng y véi dé nghi nay nhung
yéu cau chi st dung mot 14 c¢d cia Lién Hiép Quéc
kém theo cd Viét Nam 6 xe hoi di dau, thay vi cAm
¢ cua cac nudc thanh vién tham gia trong phai
doan nhu bé tri ciia phia Viét Nam khi dén doan tai
san bay. Khi giai thich vé quyét dinh nay, vi Trudng
doan nhan manh rang ho dén Viét Nam véi tu cach
dai dién cho Lién Hiép Quéc chii khong phai véi tu
cach dai dién cho quéc gia cua ho.

Trong buéi hop ngay 24-10, phai doan tiép tuc
xem xét ban chuong trinh dé xu4t cia Viét Nam va
chap nhan cac dé xuit cho 2 ngay tiép theo sau do,
25 va 26 thang 10, trong d6 bao gbm mot budi néi
chuyén véi Pho Tong thong Nguyén Ngoc Tho, mot
cuodc hoi kién C6 van Ngo Dinh Nhu, va sau d6 la
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viéng tham 3 ngdi chua tai Sai Gon dé tiép xuc truc
ti€p v6i nhiéu t6 chic Phat gido. Riéng vé biia tiéc
chiéu dai t61 25-10 6 Bo Ngoai Giao, Phai doan da
khéo 1éo tir ch6i va dé nghi hodn lai cho dén ngay
cudi cung khi Phai doan hoan tit céng viéc va sip
roi Viét Nam.

Phai doan cfing chap nhan 16i mdi dén xem mot
cudc diéu binh nhan ngay Quéc khanh 26-10 ctua
Viét Nam Cong Hoa.! Tuy nhién, Phai doan da yéu
ciu phia Chinh phu phai bido dam la trong bat ky
dién van, phat biéu nao tai budi 18 ciing khong duge
dé cap dén su hién dién ciia Phai doan. Phai doan
ciing théng bao v6i Chinh phti rang ho muén han
ché dén mic it nhat cac su kién mang tinh xa hoi va
s& khong tham du cac hoat dong du lich don thuan
chi dé giai tri. Phai doan ciing néi ré rang, khi tiép
xtic v6i cac thanh vién Chinh pht trong 2 ngay dau
theo dé xuat cua phia Viét Nam, phai doan sé chu
dong vé cac ndi dung va phuong thic trao d6i, thao
luan nhiam phuc vu cho muc dich diéu tra. Phai
doan cling b4ao cho Chinh phu Viét Nam biét 1a ho
sé tu quyét dinh chuong trinh lam viéc trong nhiing
ngay sau do.

' Ngay ban hanh Hién phap Viét Nam Cong Hoa dugc chon lam
ngay Quoc khanh.
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II. TIEN TRINH DIEU TRA

Trude khi phai doan chinh thtc tién hanh cac
hoat doéng tiép xuc, diéu tra, Chinh pht éng Diém
da nhiéu 14n “hita sé lam tat ca moi viéc dé tao su
dé dang cho nhiém vu diéu tra su that cia phai
doan” (promised to do everything to facilitate the
Mission’s task of finding the facts). Tuy nhién, ngay
hom sau d6 (25-10-1963), khi phé/i doan tién hanh
viéc tham viéng cac chuia X4 Loi, An Quang va Giac
Lam theo lich trinh do chinh phia Chinh phu Viét
Nam Coéng hoa dé xuat thi thuc t& da cho thay diéu
ngudgc lai.

Theo lich trinh, chuyén tham chua An Quang
“ban dau duoc sdp xép sém hon vao budi chiéu,
nhung phia Viét Nam dd hoan lai, tu thay déi thoi
biéu ma khéng hé héi y Phai doan” (originally
arranged for earlier in the afternoon, was delayed
by the Government which had changed the schedule
without consulting the Mission).

Té hon nita, “vao phiit cudi thi chuyén tham
chua An Quang da bi hiiy bé” (At the last minute the
visit to the An-Quang Pagoda was cancelled) va khi
phai doan yéu cau mot 161 gidi thich chinh thtic vé
su thay d6i nay, phia Viét Nam da néi rang do Su ¢6
Diéu Hué va Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét “bi mét
vao chiéu hém dé” (were tired in the late afternoon).
Tuy nhién, sau d6 thi phai doan da tim hiéu dugc
rang trong thuc t&€ Su c6 Diéu Hué va Hoa thuong
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Thich Tinh Khiét da chd sudt budi chiéu hom &y dé
tiép dén phai doan. Su doi tra nay qua that 1a mot
khdi dau khong may tét dep cho hinh anh ctia Chinh
phu 6ng Diém. Sau d6, Phai doan cling nhan dugc
thong tin tu chua An Quang doan chéc riang phai
doan c6 thé dén tham chua bat ky lic nao, t6t hon
14 vao bubi sang, va ca hai nguoi (Su ¢6 Diéu Hué va
Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét) sé c6 mit 6 chua. (the
Mission was assured that it could visit the pagoda at
any time, preferably in the morning, and that these
two personalities would be there).

Tu thuc t€ nay, ngay 26-10-1963, Phai doan
da gli dén Chinh phti mét vén ban néi rd du tru
chuong trinh sdp dén ctia Phai doan, trong dé cé
nhiing diém dang luu y la:

e Huy bo toan bd cac hoat dong do Chinh phu
dé xuat trong 3 ngay 27, 28 va 29 thang 10.
Thay vao d6, Phai doan sé tuy y dén thiam
cac trai giam thanh thiéu nién, cac vi tang si
con bi giam trong tu, déng thoi tu dén viéng
tham chiia An Quang.

® Phai doan sé dén Hué vao ngay 30-10-1963
nhu chuong trinh dé xuit ctia Chinh phu,
nhung sé danh thoi gian viéng tham chua Tu
Dam cuing mot s6 chua khac sau khi tiép xtc
v6i cac dai dién ctiia chinh quyén tai Hué. Phai
doan cling sé tiép xuc, phdng van truc tiép
mot s6 nhan chiing tai Hué nhung danh sach
nhiing ngudi nay sé gi dén Chinh phu sau.
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e Phai doan quyét dinh huy bd tit ca cac su
kién c6 tinh giao tiép x& hoi va cac dé xuat du
lich 6 Hué. Nhiing ngay con lai trong tuan sé
duge danh tron dé 1dng nghe cac nhén chiing.
Phai doan ciing cho biét 14 ho hy vong c6 thé
hoan t4t nhiém vu va réi khoi Viét Nam trude
ngay thit Hai, 4-11-1963.

Diéu tat nhién 14 Chinh phu trd 16i dong ¥
véi cac du tinh va quyét dinh cua Phai doan. Tuy
nhién, Chinh pht cling dé nghi thém 1a phai doan
nén viéng thim tinh Vinh Binh, noi ¢6 nhiéu Phat
ti goc Khmer. Phai doan tra 16i 1a tam thoi chua
quyét dinh viéc nay.

Ngay trong bu6i chiéu ngay 26-10, Phai doan
chinh thtic dua ra mot théng céo bao chi, mai goi tat
ca nhiing ai quan tAm dén noi dung diéu tra ctia Phai
doan déu c6 thé dén gip ho dé trinh bay truc tiép
ho#c trao cac kién nghi, thinh nguyén. Cac thanh
vién cung dong ¥ 14 thong cio nay sé cung lic dua ra
cho giéi bao chi dia phuong cling nhu quéc t&, déng
thoi gtii dén Bo Ngoai giao VNCH kém theo mét ghi
chi bén ngoai cho biét 1a thong cao nay da dude pho
bién. Phai doan da thuc hién viéc nay trong pham vi
chtic nang ciia minh va muén c6 duge su hop tac ti
Chinh phu trong viéc phé bién roéng ra céng ching.
Méac du vay, sau khi nhén dudc thong tin nay tu
phai doan, “dai dién Chinh phu té ra ngac nhién
va that vong” (the Government’s representative
expressed surprise and disappointment) vi viéc nay
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da dudc thuc hién ma “khoéng c6 su tham khao trudc
v kién ctia Chinh phud” (without prior consultation
with the Government). Dai dién Chinh phu cting
néi thém rang, 1é ra trong thong cao phai nhic dén
viéc Chinh phu VNCH da chu déng mai phai doan
cta Lién Hiép Quéc dén. Sau khi thao luan vé viéc
nay, Phai doan tuyén bd ho khong phan déi viéc
dua thém cac théng tin nhu thé vao khi phé bién,
mién 14 phan noi dung chinh ctia ban thong cao
phai dudc dit trong ngoic trich hoan toan chinh
xac nhu da duge Phai doan dua ra.

Ban thong cdo nay sau d6 da xuit hién trén co
quan truyén théng chinh thtc ciia Chinh phu Viét
Nam, béng ca tiéng Anh va tiéng Phap. Bao chi dia
phuong ciing dang tai lai toan van bing tiéng Anh
va tiéng Phap mot ngay sau d6. Trén mot vai té bao
dia phuong, Phai doan cting xac nhan ban théng
cdo da dudc loan tai bang tiéng Viét. Mac dit ¢ cao
budc tit mot sd ngudn tin quéc té rang ban thong
cdo khong dudc loan tai diy du trén cac bao tiéng
Viét, nhung Phai doan da khong c¢6 du diéu kién dé
khao sat mot cach hé thong vé diéu nay, va van cam
thay da nhan dudgc su hop tac hop 1y ti gidi truyén
thong dia phuong trong viéc thong tin dén véi cong
ching, dé nhitng ai muén lam nhan ching hay dé
trinh thinh nguyén déu dudc biét.

Sau d6, Phai doan da soan thdo mot danh sach
cac nhan ching ma ho muén phéng van, st dung
tat ca nhiing nguon thong tin c¢6 dudec nhung hoan
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toan khong tham khao gi tit phia Chinh pht VNCH,
rdi chuyén danh sach nay dén cho Chinh phu véao
ngay 27-10-1963. Sau d6 con cé6 thém 2 ban danh
sach niia tiép tuc duge chuyén dén Chinh phu.'
Trong ngay 28-10-1963, phai doan ciing chuyén
dén cho Chinh pht mot ban liét ké cac cao budc doi
v6i Chinh phti ma phai doan quan tAm va mudn
c6 dudc nhiing ciu tra 161 hay giai thich ti phia
Chinh phu. M6t ban c4o budc thii hai dua trén céc
thong tin ma phai doan nhan dugc tai Viét Nam
dudc tiép tuc chuyén dén cho Chinh pht vao ngay
31-10-1963.2

Ngay 28-10-1963, phai doan nhan dugec mot
van thu ti phia Chinh phu, hoi dap vé danh sach
cac nhan ching cting nhu ban liét ké cac cio budc
ma Chinh phu d& nhan dude. Piém dang chd y 1a
trong noéi dung van thu c¢6 doan néu roé: “Nhiing
théng tin cdo budéc Chinh phu” (communication of
charges made against the Government) can phai
duge chuyén dén cho Chinh phu dé “so sdnh vdi
nhiing dit kién va ching cit ma Chinh phu Viét Nam
c6 quyén trung dan” (compare them with the facts
and evidence which the Viet-Namese Government
is entitled to present). N01 dung van thu nay
nhan manh: ‘Néu khoéng thi nhiing cdo bubc hay
chiing cit duge dua ra dé sé khéng cé gia tri gi ca.”
(Otherwise these allegations or testimonies would

' Noi dung nay dugc ghi nhan trong phu luc VII ctia Phic trinh.
2 Noi dung nay dugc ghi nhan trong phu luc VIII ca Phdc trinh.
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have no validity whatsoever.) Bang lap luan nay,
rd rang Chinh phu 6ng Diém ti mot doi tuong cua
cudc diéu tra dd mudn tham gia vao ngay ca tién
trinh diéu tra d6 véi tu cach cia mot thanh vién cé
quyén thay déi két qua.

Trong budi lam viéc véi Bo trudng Ngoai giao ngay
28-10-1963," vi Trudng doan Diéu tra da hét stic khéo
160 khi tra 161 vé diém nay. Ong noi, tat ca cac cao budc
sé dugc chuyén dén cho Chinh pht, “nhung sé khéng
6 théng tin vé nguén cédo budc” (would not, however,
contain any references to the sources from which the
accusations came), nghia 1a vé nhiing ai da dua ra cac
c4o budc d6. Vi Trudng doan cling nhan manh, “phai
doan mong muén tim ra su that va phai tu minh tiép
c4n véi moi quan diém” (the Mission wanted to find
the facts and had to acquaint itself with all points of
view).

Vé danh sach cac nhan chiing ma Phai doan
muén gip dé phong van, Bb trudng Ngoai giao
VNCH néi rdng: “Chinh phu khéng thé ép budc céc
nhéan chiing dén gidp Phai doan, nhung sin sang
moi nhiing nguoi 4y dén gip néu ho muoén.” (The
Government was In no position to force them to
appear before the Mission, but it offered to invite
them to do so if they wished.) Pap lai diém nay, vi
Trudng doan dong ¥ rang khong nén ép budc bat ky
nhan chiing ndo. Tuy nhién, néu mot nhan ching

' Noi dung budi lam viéc dugc ghi nhan trong Phu luc X clia Phac
trinh.
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nao d6 khong dén gip phai doan sau khi Chinh
pht da c6 16i moi, thi “Phai doan c6 thé sé cé tim
c4ch dén gép ho dé xac nhan viéc ho khéng muén
lam nhan chiing”. (The Mission would try to get in
touch with them and obtain confirmation of their
desire not to testify).

Cuéi cung, Bo trudng Ngoai giao VNCH truyén
dat rdng Chinh phi VNCH sé khong dap ting doi
v61 mot s6 nhan chiing “dugc xem la doéi lap chinh
tri” (considered as political opponents).

Nhu vay, ti ngay 24-10 dén 28-10-1963, Phai
doan diéu tra da xac lap rdé rang phuong thic lam
viéc doc lap, khach quan, né tranh dugc moi tac
dong tit phia Chinh pht VNCH. Phéi doan cling da
chuén bi xong danh sach cac nhan chiing cAn phong
van va hé théng tat ca cac cdo budc da nhan duge ti
nhiéu nguén khac nhau. Ngay 27-10, Phai doan ty
tim dén chuia An Quang dé ti€p xdc va phong van
mot s6 cac vi lanh dao Phat gido tai d6. Bat chap su
ngin tré c¢6 y cia Chinh pht nhu vao ngay 25-10,
Phai doan cubi cung ciing da tim gip dugc nhiing
nhan vat quan trong ma ho can gép.

Ngay 28-10-1963, Phai doan dén géip va phong
van 17 sinh vién dang bi tam giam 6 Trai Lé Vian
Duyét, thong qua su chon lya ngau nhién gitia tat
ca nhiing sinh vién ho dudgc gép.

Ngay 29-10, cac cudc phong van dude thuc hién
6 trai giam cta Trung tdm Tham vdn Nha Téng
Giam D6c Canh Sat Quéc Gia, noi ¢6 nhiéu vi ting
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si ma phai doan muoén phdng van hién van con bi
giam giti. Thoi gian con lai trong ngay, Phai doan da
tiép dén va phong van 3 nhan chiing tai khach san
Majestic, noi phai doan dang tam trd. Hai nguci
trong s6 nay tu nguyén tim dén va ngudi thi ba da
nhan 16i mdi tit Chinh pht chuyén dén theo yéu cau
cua Phai doan. Ciing trong ngay 29-10, Phai doan
ra thong cao bao chi nhéc lai 16i mdi goi nhiing
nguoi quan tAm hay tim dén dé cung cip thong tin
cho phai doan. Phai doan ciing théng tin dén béo
chi vé chuong trinh lam viéc chi tiét tai Viét Nam.

Can ci vao khoéi lugng cong viée can xu ly tai
Sai Gon, Phai doan da quyét dinh vao ngay 30-10-
1963 chi cti 3 thanh vién ra Hué, cac thanh vién con
lai tiép tuc cong viéc tai Sai Gon. Trong ngay nay,
Phai doan da phong vAn mot s6 thanh vién Chinh
pht thudc Bé Noi vy, Pht Téng Thong va Bé Quéc
Phong, v6i tu cach ho 1a nhiing thanh vién caa Uy
ban Lién bd trong cudéc dam phan véi ny ban Lién
phéi ctia Phat gido. Ciing trong ngay 30-10, Phai
doan phong van 2 nhan chiing khac, mot ngudi do
Phai doan mdi va mdt ngudi tu nguyén tim dén.
Sang ngay 31-10, Phai doan tiép tuc phong van
thém 2 nhan ching khac truée khi cac thanh vién
6 Hué quay vé.

Vé chuyén di Hué, cac thanh vién da tiép xtc véi
dai dién Chinh pht tai mién Trung, Tu lénh Quan
doan 1, cac quan chiic dau nganh cia Chinh quyén
Tinh, Hiéu truéng va Khoa trudng trucng Dai hoc.
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Sau khi nghe trinh bay so ludc vé van dé Phat giao,
Phai doan da chu dong dit cAu hoi v6i ca nhan cac
vi nay. Tiép d6, Phai doan yéu ciu dudc tiép xtc
v61 cac nhan chiing da dudgc néu tén trong danh
sach gtii dén Bo Ngoai giao trude d6. Tuy nhién, cac
vién chtic Chinh phu cho biét trong s6 nay c6 mot
nhan chiing dudc xem 14 “d61 1ap chinh tri” va vi thé
khéng dudc phép tiép xtc véi Phai doan.

Khi viéng tham chua Tw Dam, Phai doan da
phong van 3 tang siva 1 su ¢d, 1a nhiing nguoi da
dudc néu tén trong danh sach truée d6. Ngoai ra con
c6 mot vi tang si tu nguyén dén gip. Khi vé nghi
tai khach san, Phai doan gép va phong van tiép
nhéan chiing tha 5 trong danh sach, 1a mot tang si.
C6 ba nhan chiing khac da chuén bi thinh nguyén
thu trinh 1én Phai doan va cting dugc phong van.
Sau d6, Phai doan tiép tuc phéng van thém 2 nhan
chting khac c6 tén trong danh sach yéu ciau. Phai
doan tré vé Sai Gon bang may bay vao sang ngay
31-10-1963 véi tién vé do ho tu chi tra.

Ciing trong ngay 31-10, Phai doan viéng tham
Bo Ngoai giao va lap lai dé nghi phéng van Thugng
toa Thich Tri Quang, mic du truéc d6 Chinh phu
Viét Nam da ti choi. Phan ting cia Bo Ngoai giao
12 vAn gid nguyén quan diém, rdng Phai doan
khoéng thé tiép xic véi mot ngudi dang & tinh trang
“ty nan” trong Toa DPai st My. Cach “duy nhat dé
cudc tiép xuc c6 thé tién hanh la Thugng toa Thich
Tri Quang phai dugc giao cho phia Chinh phu Viét
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Nam” (it could only agree to such contact if the
monk was delivered to the authorities). Tuy nhién,
phia My khong chap nhan.

Mot s6 nguoi da lién lac véi phai doan qua dién
thoai va trinh bay rang ho khéng dam dén khach
san Majestic dé gip phai doan, bdi c6 nhiéu canh
sat thuong xuyén canh giti 6 d6. Phai doan da dé
nghi ho c6 thé gti cic cdo budc qua thu. Trong thuc
t&, phai doan da nhan dudc rat nhiéu cao budc dudge
glii qua duong buu dién. Mot nhan chiing dé nghi
dudc gip ngudi cta phai doan va cho diém hen tai
mot nha hang. Phai doan da cti moét thanh vién dén
gap dung hen nhung khéng hiéu 1y do vi sao ngudi
nay da khong dén. Vé truong hop cua Thuodng toa
Thich Tri Quang, phai doan da quyét dinh ghi nhan
thai do cua Chinh phu Viét Nam va khong lam gi
thém nta.

Mot diéu dang chu y 1a vao hom 29-10-1963,
Bo Noi vu Viét Nam thong bao véi phai doan rang
c6 10 vi su da 1én ké hoach tu thiéu trong thoi gian
phai doan hién dién tai Viét Nam. Trong thuc té,
c¢6 moét nguci da tu thiéu trong ngay 27-10-1963,
5 ngudi khac da bi Chinh phu phat hién va bat gii
truée khi ho thuc hién viéc tu thiéu. Phai doan yéu
cau dudc gap 5 ngudi bi bat nay va chiéu 30-10,
Chinh phu da thu xép dé phai doan phéng vAn mot
ngudi trong s6 d6. Ciing trong chiéu hom dé6, phai
doan da viéng tham Bénh vién Duy T4an, noi nan
nhan cua cic vu dan ap truéec dé6 da dudge dua vao
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diéu tri. Phai doan ciing phong van thém mot nhan
ching khac tai khach san Majestic.

Cudc hop cuéi cung gitia phai doan véi cac dai
dién Chinh pht trudc khi cude ddo chinh dién ra 1a
dé thu xép mét chuyén viéng tham thia hai dén Trai
giam thuoc Trung tAm Thdm vin ctia Nha Téng
Giam Doc Canh Sat Quéc Gia. Sau khi thu thap
thém nhiéu chiing ctt méi 6 Sai Gon va Hué, phai
doan thay rang viéc quay trd lai noi nay 1a can thiét.
“Buéi sang ngay 1-11, phai doan da thuc hién cudc
viéng tham va phdng van thém mot sé cac vi ting
sitai ddy.” (where the Mission went on the morning
of 1 November to interview some more monks.)
Phai doan ciing “quyét dinh gii mét s6 thanh vién
dén Vinh Binh trong ngay 2-11 dé tiép xuc vdi
cong dong Phat gido géc Khmer, thudc hé phai Tiéu
thua.” (decided to send a delegation to Vinh-Binh
on 2 November to visit the religious community
of Khmer origin, belonging to the “Lesser Vehicle)
Phai doan cling da quyét dinh sé& hoan tat nhiém
vu vao budi téi ngay 3-11 va roi khéi Sai Gon cung
ngay. Sau d6, tat ca thanh vién déng ¥ sé c6 mat tai
New York cham nhA4t 1a vao thi Bay, 9-11-1963, dé
Phai doan c6 thé t6 chiic budi hop toan thé vao ngay
th Hai, 11-11-1963, ldc 3 gio chiéu.

Trong thuc t&, sau buéi phéng vin sing ngay
1-11-1963, Phai doan tré vé khach san Majestic
va chi dén 2 gio chiéu ho méi nhan dudge thong tin
dau tién dé bist vé cudc dao chanh dang dién ra.
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Dai dién Chinh phu lic d6 dé nghi ho 6 yén trong
khach san, vi da xay ra giao tranh ¢ mot sd noi
trong thanh pho. Ké tit ldc d6 cho d&n sang ngay
2-11-1963, Phai doan hoan toan khong thé lién lac
v61 phia Chinh phu.

Sang s6m ngay 2-11-1963, Dai dién dac biét
ctia Viét Nam tai Lién Hiép Quéc, 6ng Biiu Hoi, dén
gap Phai doan tai khach san Majestic dé chuyén 16i
cua Hoi ddong Quan nhan Cach mang lic dé6 viza lén
nam quyén. Hoi déng nay muon gui 16i chao dén
Phai doan va c6 16i mdi Phai doan c6 thé tiép tuc &
lai Viét Nam bao lau tuy thich, déng théi cling bay
t6 mong muén dudc ti€p dén Phai doan vao chiéu
hém d6. Vi Trudng doan hoéi dap réng Phai doan
da c6 quyét dinh roi Viét Nam vao ngay 3-11-1963
va sé danh gia cao su trg gitp ciua Hoi dong Quan
nhan Cach mang dé Phai doan c6 thé ra di dé dang.

Chiéu hom dé6, 2-11-1963, vi Trudng doan da
thay mé#t Phai doan dén tham xa giao cic tuéng
Duong Van Minh, Tran Vian Pén va Lé Van Kim.
Tuéng Minh da nhéc lai 16i mdi rang Phai doan c6
thé 6 lai tuy ¥ dé hoan t4t nhiém vu. Trudng doan
cho biét nhiém vu ctua Phai doan da hoan tat va
ngay ra di da dudc quyét dinh. Ngay 3-11-1963,
Phai doan ra thong cao bao chi trude khi roi Sai
Gon va c6 dé cap dén cudc vieng tham Hoi dong
Quan nhan Cach mang. Trong thong cdo bao chi
nay, Phai doan da cong khai cho biét mot s6 1lanh
dao Phat giao ma ho da phdong van, bao gébm cac vi
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Thich Tri Tha, Thich Quang Lién, Thich Tam Giac,
Thich Tam Chau, Thich Dtc Nghiép, Thich Tién
Minh va Cu si Mai Tho Truyén.

Phai doan roi Sai Gon ldc 6 gid chiéu ngay
3-11-1963, c6 tuéng Lé Van Kim, dai dién Héi dong
Quén nhan Cach mang va 6ng Pham Pang Lam,
dai dién B Ngoai giao, cung ra dua tién.

111, KET QUA DIEU TRA

Nhu da néi, két qua diéu tra cua Phai doan dugc
ghi nhan day du trong ban Phic trinh mang s6 hiéu
A/5630 d@é chudn bi trinh 1én Ky hop thudng nién
lan tht 18 cua Dai Hoi Dong Lién Hiép Quéc. Tuy
nhién, do d61 tugng cao budc 12 Chinh phui Ngé Dinh
Diém da sup d6, nén Pai Hoi Pong Lién Hiép Qudc
thdy réng viéc xem xét van dé nay khong con can
thiét niia.

Tuy nhién, trong phan nay ching ta sé xem xét
cac két qua diéu tra dugdc ghi nhan trong ban Phic
trinh, khéng nham muc dich dua ra bat ky két luan
nao, ma la dé€ nhan hiéu ré rang va chinh xac hon
vé nhiing gi da dién ra trong ndm 1963 tai mién
Nam Viét Nam, dude phan anh rat trung thuc va
chinh xac trong ban Phic trinh nay.

1. Hgp tac diéu tra tit phia Chinh phu
Ban Phic trinh cho biét, trong suét qua trinh

diéu tra, phia Chinh phtt VNCH nhiéu 1an nhéc lai
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cam két sé& tao moi diéu kién dé dang cho cong viéc
diéu tra cta Phai doan. Trong buéi hop dau tién
cua Phai doan véi Bo Ngoai giao VNCH vao ngay
24-10, dai dién Chinh pht da “cam két 1a Phai doan
c6 thé tu do di dén bat cit noi diu tuy y va hda sé
lam tat c4 moi viée dé tao diéu kién dé dang cho
nhiém vu diéu tra su that cia Phai doan” (assured
the Mission that it would be free to go anywhere it
wished and promised to do everything to facilitate
the Mission’s task of finding the facts).

Tuy nhién, song song v6i cam két nay 12 mot s6
han ché& ma Phai doan da thuc su vap phai trong
thuc t&€ nhu dugc ghi nhan sau day:

- Ngay 25-10-1963, chuyén viéng tham chua
An Quang bi hodn lai va sau d6 hiy bd, véi
1y do Hoa thuogng Thich Tinh Khiét va Su co6
Diéu Hué “khong duge khoe”. Tuy nhién, sau
d6 su that dugc biét ro 1a ca hai vi déu da cho
sudt budi chiéu 25-10 dé tiép dén Phai doan.

- Chinh pht ti chéi viéc tiép xtc cua phai doan
v6i cac nhan chiing dudec xem 1a “dé1 lap
chinh tri” (political opponent), nhung tiéu chi
dé phan loai khong dudc xac dinh ré. Vi thé,
chinh pht c6 thé dua vao 1y do nay dé ngan
can su tiép xudc cua Phai doan véi bat cd ai.
Trong thuc t& mot s6 nhan chiing tai Hué va
Sai Gon da khong duge Chinh phu cho phép
tiép xuc dua vao ly do nay.
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- Chinh phu nhiéu lan tu chéi viéc Phai doan
tiép xuc Thuong toa Thich Tri Quang véi ly
do dang trong tinh trang “ty nan chinh tri”
(asylum). Ngoai viéc 1én tiéng doi héi quyén
binh déng ton gido theo mot phuong thic 6n
hoa, bat bao dong, Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang
chua hé tham gia bat ky hoat dong chinh tri,
dang phai nao va ciing chua chinh thtc bi két
an bdi bat ky toa 4n nao. Viéc Thugng toa vao
ty nan trong Toa Dai st Hoa Ky la két qua
ctia cudc truy bat, bo rap hoan toan vo cé cta
Chinh phu trong dém 20-8-1963, chii khong
phai do hoat dong d4u tranh chinh tri. Mot
s6 vi ting si 6 chuia X4 Ldi cting phai tron vao
Tru s6 Ngoai giao doan Hoa Ky trong khi ho
khong c6 toi gi ca. Nhu vay, 1y do ti chéi cua
Chinh phu 12 khéng chinh dang.

- Chinh phii nh&n manh viéc tiép xtdc véi
Thudng toa Thich Tri Quang chi c6 thé thuc
hién néu Toa Dai st My “giao nép Thuong toa
cho Chinh quyén” (if the monk was delivered
to the authorities). Trong khi “chién dich
tdn cong cac chua” dém 20-8 dang la mot
trong cac muc tiéu diéu tra cua Phai doan,
thi Chinh pht cho th&y ho khéng hé thay d6i
quan diém, khong hé thita nhan hanh vi vé
cG bat gitt tang ni va Phat ti 1a sai trai, ma
van tiép tuc giit ¥ dinh bat giam Thudng toa
Thich Tri Quang.
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- Viéc Chinh phu céng khai cho canh sat vii

trang bdo vé quanh khach san Majestic, noi
Phai doan cu ngu, c6 thé 1a ¥ t6t dé bao vé
an ninh cho Phai doan, nhung da 1a rao can
khién cho rat nhiéu nhan chiing e ngai khong
dam dén gip. Trong thuc té&, cac luc lugng
canh gac c6 vii trang cia Chinh phu da chéin
lai va xét hdi tat ca nhiing ai di vao khach
san trong thoi gian Phai doan hién dién 6 d6.

Ngoai nhiing diéu ké trén, viéc dé xuét chuong

trinh 1am viéc cia Chinh phu ngay khi Phai doan
vita dén Sai Gon ciing 1a mot diém dang chd y. Phu
luc V ctia ban Phuc trinh ghi lai chi tiét chuong trinh
dé xuit do Chinh pht gtii dén (kém theo dé nghi chi
tra moi chi phi an &, di lai), dugc ghi nhan chi tiét
nhu sau:
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- Sau 2 ngay lam viéc v6i cac bd nganh cua

Chinh phu (ké ca ngay via dén: 24 va 25),
ngay 26 dugdc dé xuat du 1& Quéc khanh va
sau d6 nghi tron ngay.

- Ngay 27-10-1963 di Viang Tau, tham Chua

Méi va cac diém du lich trong ving (Visit to
Chua Moi Pagoda and to tourist spots in the
region), sau d6 an trua véi Tinh trudng va
trg vé Sai Gon, du tiéc chiéu dai bubi t6i & Bo
Ngoai giao. Ngoai ra khong c¢6 hoat dong nao
khac.

- Ngay 28-10 di Da Lat bang may bay dic biét

(special plane), du 18 khai truong Vién Nghién
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cliu ffng dung hat nhan. 3 gio chiéu nghe bao
cao ngan gon vé tinh hinh Phat gido. 5 gio di
tham mot ngdi chuia va tiép xic véi Phat ti. 8
gio du tiéc to1 do Thi trudng Da Lat chiéu dai.

- Ngay 29-10 viéng thim dap Da Nhim (du lich)
tron ngay. Khong c6 hoat dong nao khac.

- Ngay 30-10 di Hué& bang may bay dic biét.
Tham xa giao (courtesy call on) cac dai dién
Chinh phu tai Hué. 3 gi¢ chiéu nghe bao cao
ngan gon vé Phat gido. 5 gié tham chua Tu
Pam. 8 gio du tiéc budi t6i do dai dién Chinh
phu chiéu dai. Ngoai ra khong c6 hoat dong
nao khac.

- Ngay 31-10 viéng thim Hoang thanh va cac
diém du lich (Visit to the Imperial City and
to tourist sites) gobm c6 chua Thién Mu, Van
miéu, Liang Tu Pic, Lang Minh Mang. Budi
t61 di dao ven bo song Huong. Ngoai ra khong
c6 hoat dong nao khac.

- Ngay 1-11, di Phan Rang bing may bay dic
biét. 10 gid sang nghe trinh bay ngin gon vé
tinh hinh chung va Phat gido. 12 gicé bay di
Phan Thiét, an trua v6i Tinh Trudng. 3 gio
chiéu viéng thim mot ngdi chua va tiép xtc
Phat ti. 5 gio 30 bay vé Sai Gon. Budi téi
nghi.

- Ngay 2-10 di Ba Xuyén va Vinh Binh béng
may bay. 9 gid sang nghe bao cido ngin gon vé
tinh hinh chung va Phat gido. 12 gié 30 dung
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com trua do Tinh trudéng Ba Xuyén chiéu
dai, két hop tiép xtic véi tdng ni Phat ti goc
Khmer. 5 gid bay vé Sai Gon. Budi téi giai tri
tai Nha hang vii truong Anh V.

- Ngay 3-11 - Nghi tron ngay.

- Ngay 4-11 - Bu6i sang tham A/p chién luge Ca
Chi, chiéu gap g chia tay véi Tong thong. 8
g10 t61 1én dudng vé New York.

Trong toan bd chuong trinh nay, du kién chi c6 4
1an nghe bao cao ngin gon vé tinh hinh Phat gido,
moi 14n khong qua 2 gio dong ho. Ngoai ra déu la
cac hoat dong du lich, chiéu dai, tham viéng, gidi
tri va... nghi tron ngay. Cac ngay 27, 29, 31 thang
10 va ngay 3, 4 thang 11 hoan toan khong cé hoat
dong nao lién quan dén cong viéc diéu tra cua Phai
doan.

Néu chap nhan chuong trinh dé xuit nay, chac
chin Phai doan sé ching ghi nhan duge bat ky mot
két qua diéu tra trung thuc nao. Rat may 12 Phai
doan diéu tra da nhan ra ngay diéu d6 va cé 2 quyét
dinh sang suét. Tht nhat, khong chap nhan dé
nghi chi tra moi phi t6n an & va di lai ti phia Viét
Nam. Thi hai, khéng chap nhan ban chuong trinh
dé xuat nay ma tu nghién cttu dua ra chuong trinh
lam viéc chi tiét va phu hgp. Chi riéng diém nay
ciing da cho chung ta thay dudc tinh khach quan
va dang tin cay cua hoat dong diéu tra. Véi chuong
trinh lam viéc thuc t€ da dugc Phai doan ap dung,
ching ta thay rd nhiing hoat dong diéu tra, tiép xc,
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phong van, thu thap théng tin da dién ra lién tuc.
Tham chi phai doan con quyét dinh chia d6i nhan su
dé cung lic thu thap théng tin d Hué nhung van tiép
tuc hoat dong diéu tra tai Sai Gon.

2. Thu thap thong tin tit phia Chinh phu

Thong tin ti phia Chinh phu dudc cung cip
qua hai nguén chinh: mét véin ban Chinh thtic do
Thiéu tuéng Tran T Oai truc tiép trao cho Phai
doan va cac budi tiép xidc tuan tu dudc ghi nhan
noéi dung véi Téng thong Ngo Pinh Diém, C6 vin
Ng6 Pinh Nhu, Phé Téng thong Nguyén Ngoc Tha,
B6 trudng Noi vu Bui Van Luong, Bo truéng Phu
Téng thong Nguyén Pinh Thuén, cic thanh vién
Dai dién Chinh pht tai Hué&, Tu lénh Quan doan 1
va mot s6 quan chtic khac. Riéng cudc tiép xtc véi
Bo trudng Ngoai giao nham muc dich thu xép mot
cudc phong van véi Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang,
duge vi Trudng doan ké lai noi dung trong mét bao
cao riéng.

VAN BAN CHINH THUC

Van ban do Thiéu tuéng Tran Ta Oai chuyén
dén Phai doan thé hién quan diém chinh thtc caa
Chinh phu Viét Nam Cong hoa. Vi thé, trong cac
budi phéng véan truc dién véi nhiing thanh vién cao
cap khac trong Chinh pht, néi dung ghi nhan hiu
nhu cting déu xoay quanh nhiing quan diém nay.
Mot s§ diém ndi bat duge néu ra la:
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- Vé&n dé b4t én gitia Chinh phu va Phat gido

Viét Nam “bat nguon tir cac su kién xay ra
6 Hué vao dau thang 5-1963” (originated
in the incidents which occurred in Hue at
the beginning of May 1963). N6i cach khac,
Chinh phu Viét Nam Cong hoa phu nhéan
nhiing cio budc vé phan biét doi xti véi Phat
gido trude thoi diém nay.

- Nhiing ngudi chét va bi thuong trong su kién

6 Hué 1a do “Céng san da lgi dung co héi
cho né 2 qua min plastic lam 8 nguoi chét”
(Communist elements took advantage of it to
explode two plastic charges which caused the
death of eight persons), va do d6 khong c6 su
dan ap ctia quan doi bang sing may, xe ting
va luu dan nhu cac nguén tin loan truyén.

- Phong trao d4u tranh Phat gido khong hoan

toan do nguoi Phat ti ding 1én, ma c6 su nup
béng xui giuc cua “nhiing ké déi lap chinh
tri va Viét cong” (with the co-operation of
political adventurers and of Communists).

- Do su kich dong cua Viét cong nén nhiing

cudc bidu tinh dan phat trién vudt qua
gi6éi han cho phép cua luat phap, gdy anh
hudng nghiém trong dén an ninh trat tu xa
hoi va nhat 1a lam suy giam kha ning cua
Chinh phu trong cudc chién tranh chéng
Cong. “I'rong giai doan tir ngay 8-5 dén 19-
8-1963, ¢6 159 cubc biéu tinh di dién ra:
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Hué: 25, Sai Gon: 32, Pa Ning: 10, Quang
Tri: 8, Quang Nam: 7, Quang Ngai: 18, Nha
Trang: 13, v.v...” (during the period from 8
May to 19 August 1963, 1569 demonstrations
were staged: 25 in Hue, 32 in Saigon, 10 in
Tourane, 8 in Quang-Tri, 7 in Quang-Nam,
18 in Quang-Ngai. 13 in Nha-Trang, etc.), c6
su trg giip ctia bd may tuyén truyén khoa
hoc khong 16 ctia cong san (supported from
both within and without by the huge and
scientific communist propaganda machinery),
dugc ddy lén dén dinh diém vao ngay 18-8-
1963 khi cac lanh dao Phat gido dua ra toi
hau thu yéu sach d61 v6i Chinh phu trude mot
dam dong 20.000 ngudi tu tap trude chua Xa
Loi. Mat khéc, theo mot k& hoach dinh trude
thi cac lanh dao Phat gido sé t6 chtc nhiing
cudc biéu tinh dAm mAu véi mot téc d6 phat
trién kha nhanh tiép néi trén cac dia phuong
tu Hué dén Sai Gon, nhu Da Nang, Quang
Nam, Khanh Hoa, Binh Thuan (according to
a definite plan, the Buddhist leaders would
stage bloody demonstrations, which were to
take place at a rather fast pace successively
in various provinces and main localities from
Hue to Saigon, namely in Danang, Quang-
Nam, Khanh-Hoa, Binh-Thuan). Dé d6i phé
v6i nguy cd nay, cac tinh mién Trung da yéu
cau Sai Gon tang vién (Central Viet-Nam
provinces would have to request Saigon to
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send in police reinforcements). Nguy cc bi
Viét cong tan cong ngay tai Sai Gon 1én cao do
thiéu luc luong bao vé.

- Truée tinh hinh nguy hiém dén an ninh quéc

gia, ngay 20-8-1963, cac tudéng lanh da déng
tAm nhat tri dé nghi va thic ép Téng théng
ban hanh tinh trang thiét quan luc, giao cho
Quan d6i trach nhiém bao vé nén Cong hoa
va dat nudc (the President would entrust
to it for the defence of the Republic and the
country). Trong khi d6, Cong san di sdn
sang tan cong Sai Gon dé lat d6 ché& d6 ngay
khi phong trao d4u tranh cta Phat gido tao
thanh mot su hén loan lan rong. Ho du kién
diéu nay sé dién ra vao cudi thang 8-1963.
(The Communists were ready for a drive on
Saigon to overthrow the Government when
the Buddhist movement would degenerate
into popular riots. They expected this to take
place by the end of August 1963.)

- Nhiing 1y do néu trén budc Chinh phu phai

doéng ¥ cho Quan ddi tién hanh chién dich
dém 20-8-1963. “Quan doi da kham pha
dugc trong nhiéu ngéi chiia mét s6 Iugng 16n
vii khi va tai liéu quan trong, thém mot 1an
nita chiing to rang cac nha su qua khich dang
theo dudi mot muc dich chinh tri véi su trg
giip cua moét bén la Viét cong va mét bén
khéc niia la cic nhém déi lap chinh tri.”(The
Army had discovered in several pagodas an
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important lot of weapons and documents
which demonstrated once more that the
extremist bonzes were pursuing a political
goal with the support of the Viet-Cong on
one hand, and of political opposition groups
on the other hand).

- Méc du chién dich duge tién hanh quyét liét
nhung khong hé gay d6 mau va thuong vong.
(although they were drastic, resulted in no
bloodshed or loss of life). Qua d6, quan doi da
thanh cong trong viéc tai lap trat ty, mang
lai sy binh yén cho cac chua, giai phéng
tang ni Phat ti thuan thanh khéi su khong
ché ctia cac nha su cuc doan (the Army had
successfully restored security, brought back
calm in the pagodas, and Iiberated the
bonzes, nuns and Buddhist faithful from the
grip of the extremist bonzes).

- Trén khép nuée c6 hang loat nhiing cudc biéu
tinh, tu tap cta Phat ti, cac tang 16p tri thic
va binh dan, cac giai tang xa hoi khac nhau,
bay té niém tin va sy ung hd Chinh phu
(Throughout the country demonstrations
had been organized by Buddhist groups,
professional and popular groups, and by all
the social classes to express confidence and
support for the Government), 1én an nhiing
ké phan qudc (to denounce the traitors to
the nation). Cu thé 1a & Hué c6 hon 80.000
nguoi, 6 Sai Gon c6 hon 120.000 ngudi, va 6
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cac tinh thanh khac déu c6 nhiéu chuc ngan
nguoi. (In Hue, more than 80,000 people, in
Saigon more than 120,000 people, and in
the provincial capitals, tens of thousands of
people).

- Cubi cuing, nho cic bién phap st dung quan doi

nhu da trinh bay trén, Chinh phu da tai lap
dudc trat tu, giai quyét moi bat 6n, va do d6
Chinh phu da cho phép md ctia lai nhiing chua
chién bi phong tda, tra tu do cho tit ca cac
tang si bi bat, dua tra cac sinh vién hoc sinh
bi bét giii vé v6i gia dinh. (The Government
has ordered the reopening to worship of the
pagodas, which had been under temporary
surveillance ; it has authorized the arrested
monks to go back to the places of worship and
it has returned the detained students to their
parents.)

Vin ban ctia Chinh pht duge két luan mot cach

lac quan va pht nhan hoan toan nhiing b4t 6n dang
ton tai:
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The Government deems itself entitled to hope
that the nations friendly to Viet-Nam will
help it enlighten the public opinion of the
Free World on this affair which it considers
already settled.

Chinh phu [Viét Nam Céng Hoa] tu xét thay
c6 quyén hy vong ring cic quéc gia than
thién véi Viét Nam sé gitip lam sang to cong
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luan trong Thé giéi Tu do vé van dé nay, vi
Chinh pht xem nhu da giai quyét xong.

Ban véan do éng Tran T Oai truc tiép trao cho
Phai doan dai hon 5.000 chii, c6 nhiéu doan trinh
bay chi tiét vé cac su kién, bién phap xt 1y bat on
v.v... Tuy nhién, ndi dung chinh yéu cé gia tri bac
bd nhiing cdo budc ma Phai doan cua diéu tra Lién
Hiép Quéc da ghi nhan va chuyén dén cho Chinh
phu thi khong ngoai cic y chinh da dudc chung toi
tém luge nhu trén. Trong thuc t&, néu Chinh pht c6
kha nang ching té mot cach khach quan nhiing gi
trinh bay trén day la ding that, thi cudc diéu tra
ctia Phéi doan han khong cin phai tiép tuc nia.
Tuy nhién, hau hét, néu khéng mudn néi 1a tat ca,
nhiing gi Chinh phti néu ra déu chi c6 gia tri mot
chiéu, tu bién va khong c6 bat ky mot chiing ct cu
thé nao. Gia thuyét vé su can thiép ctia Viét cong
12 mot vi du. Chinh pht khong xem day 14 mot gia
thuyét, ma xac quyét nhu vay, nhung lai khong dua
ra bat ky chiing ct nao.

Khi Chinh phti néi rang theo két qua giam dinh
ctia cac chuyén gia y té€ thi cAc nan nhan [ctia sy kién
Dai Phat thanh Hué] bi chét do ch4t né plasstic [caa
Viét cong] (to the findings of the medical experts,
all the wounds on the victims’ bodies were caused
by the explosion of plastic charges) thi Phai doan
dong thoi ciing nhan duge cac cao budc ngude lai ti
phia cac nhan ching 1a Chinh phu da bo ta Bac si
Lé Khic Quyén chi vi 6ng tit chéi khong chiu ky vao
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cac bién ban giam dinh khong dung su that dudc
lam sdn. (Dr. Le Khac Quyen of the Hue Hospital,
was subsequently imprisoned for refusing to sign
a medical certificate prepared by Government
authorities). Cau hdi dat ra 6 day 13, cido budc cua
cac nhan chiing c6 thé thiéu ching ct 1a diéu dé
hiéu, nhung tuyén bd chinh thic cia Chinh phu tai
sao khong kém theo chiing ct x4c nhan (ching han
nhu bién ban giam dinh) khi ho c6 thiia kha niang
lam diéu d6?

Chinh pht ciing ¢6 sy mau thuan khi ciao budc
cac cudc bidu tinh 6n hoa cua Phat gido 1a “gdy roéi
loan trat tu”, trong khi tu cung c4p thong tin 1a c6
biéu tinh tng ho Chinh pht 1én dén 120.000 ngudi
6 Sai Gon (gip 6 lan s6 ngudi ho cho la da tu tap
trude chuia Xa Lgi vao thoi diém ciang thing nhat)
nhung lai khéng anh hudng gi dén trat tu tri an.
Su cuong diéu cua Chinh pht vé con s6 ngudi Uing
ho da 16 rd khi cudc dio chinh dién ra thanh cong
ngay sau d6 va dién van s6 875 cua Dai st Cabot
Lodge gii vé Bo Ngoai Giao My ngay 2 thang 11
niam 1963 da mo ta khong khi Sai Gon nhu sau:

“Believe the very great popularity of this
coup should be stressed. Every Vietnamese
has a grin on his face today. I'm told that the
jubilation in the streets exceeds that which
comes every new year.”

“Hay tin rang cAn nhan manh dén su ung ho
cia dan ching déi véi cuéc ddo chinh nay.

50



111. KET QUA DIEU TRA

Hém nay, moi nguoi Viét Nam déu tuoi cuoi.
Nguoi ta bao téi rang, niém han hoan dugc
thay trén duong phé con vuogt hon ca niém
vui ngay Tét.”

Va sau khi céi chét thé tham ctia hai anh em 6ng

Diém va 6ng Nhu duge xac nhan c6 ca hinh anh, ngay
4-11-1963, Cabot Lodge gtii dién vin s6 917 tra 16i Bo
Ngoai giao My vé tinh trang ong Ngo Dinh Can nhu

sau:

2 A N ~ A P [N X ~
Cao budc vé nhiing cudc “biéu tinh dam mau’

“On the question of Ngo Dinh Can, they said
that their General in Hue had just telephoned
that there was a very large and hostile crowd
around the house where Can lives with his
mother and that he was obviously thoroughly
loathed for all his many cruelties in the past
and that the crowd wanted his skin...”

“Vé van dé éng Ngé Dinh Cén, tudng lanh
Viét Nam ¢ Hué vira dién bao rdang mot dam
déng rat Ién va day thu nghich dang vay
quanh ngéi nha éng Can séng vii ngudi me,
ro rang 6ng ta bi cim thu vi su tan 4c cua éng
trong qué khi va dam déng nay dang muén
16t da 6ng...”

)

cling hoan toan vo can ct vi trong thuc té€ tuy da cé
rat nhiéu cudc biéu tinh xay ra khép noi, nhung tat
ca déu 6n hoa va chi c6 thuong vong khi bi Chinh
pht dan ap, con tu than nhiing nguoi tham gia biéu
tinh chua tting c6 hanh vi bao dong.
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CAC BUOI TIEP XUC TRUC TIEP

Phan 16n cac buéi tiép xtdc khong nhan thém
dugc thong tin gi khac hon nhiéu so véi da néu
trong van ban chinh thtc. Ching t6i chi ghi nhan
lai duéi day nhiing diém khac biét, b sung. Téng
thong Ng6 Dinh Diém khi tiép xtc v6i Phai doan va
noéi vé cudce dau tranh ctia Phat gido da dua ra hai
thong tin khong duge nhic dén 6 bt ky mot ngudn
tu liéu nao khac:

1. Phat ti doi hoi co Phat gidao phai dudc treo
cao hon quéc ky Viét Nam. (The Buddhists
wanted their flag to fly at a higher level than
the national flag of Viet-Nam.)

2. Tong hoi Phat gido Viét Nam dang c6 ép budc
cac bd phai khac phai chdp nhan cing mot 14
c6 Phat gido quéc té. (The National Buddhist
Association was trying to force other sects of

the same religion to accept the international
banner of Buddhism.)

Khong biét 6ng Diém dd nhan nhiing bao céo
nhu thé nao dé hiéu vé phong trao Phat gido theo
cach nhu thé. Piém thi nhat vé viéc doi hoi treo co
cao hon 1a qua ngay ngé, chua ting c6. Diém thu
hai 14 mot sy ngd nhan hoan toan, vi ¢ Phat gido
duge déng thuan st dung & tat ca cac nudc trén thé
gi6i, khong riéng gi Viét Nam, nén khong phai 1a
lIua chon riéng cua bat ky tong phai Phat gido nao.

Budi tiép xtc v6i C6 van Ngbé Pinh Nhu ghi
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nhan nhiéu thong tin hon, nhung hiu hét 14 nhiing
gidi trinh chi tiét cia éng Nhu vé cac chinh sach
cta Chinh pht hon 14 tra 16i thdng vao cac van dé
cao budc do Phai doan dua ra. Vi Truéng doan da
dit nhiing cAu héi nham khai thac thong tin ding
huéng. Can ct vao bao cio cua Chinh phu la qua
dot b6 rap 20-8-1963 da triét pha dude hét “nhiing
phan tit kich déng”, ong dit van dé vé su cai thién
méi quan hé gitia Chinh pht véi Phat gido nhu
vay liéu da c6 hy vong t6t hon hay chua? (If all the
organizations were destroyed the situation should
be better than before and there should be greater
hope for an improvement in the relations between
the Government and the Buddhists. Do you share
this hope?) Ong Nhu da tra 161 hét stic mo hé:
“Chinh pht khéng bat hét duge nhiing ké Am muu.
HAu hét bon ching duge diéu khién tir nuéc ngoai
va ching t6i khong thé bit hét dude ching.” (The
Government did not arrest all the plotters. Most
of them are controlled from abroad and we are not
able to arrest them.) Trong vian ban chinh thiic néi
rang Chinh pht da bd rap thanh cong va “van dé
da dugc giai quyét”, thi bay gio 6ng Co van lai dua
ra mot vién canh dau tranh md rong doi tugng budc
to1 khong chi 1a Viét cong ma con c6 yéu t6 “nudc
ngoai”. Va khi vi Truéng doan hai lan gin héi vé so
ngudi thuc su da bi bat van con bi giam trong ti,
ong C6 van da tra 10i “Khoang 200 dén 300 ngudi.
Viéc nay hay hoi éng Bo trudng Noi vu.” (About 200
to 300; ask the Minister of the Interior.) Trong van
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ban cia Chinh pht thi tuyén bé Chinh phu da tra
tu do cho tat cad nhiing ngudi bi bat!

Ph6 Téng théng Nguyén Ngoc Tho khong cb
thém thong tin méi vi dng nay tuyén bd khong cé y
kién gi khac hon da néu trong vén ban ciia Chinh
phu (I have no other point of view to express than
that of the Government of Viet-Nam). Tuy nhién,
khi vi Trudéng doan d#it cidu hoéi tai sao Phat gido
cao budc Chinh phu khong ton trong ban Thong céo
chung thi 6ng thiia nhan: Ho “cdo budc rang Chinh
ph tiép tuc bit giif cac nha su va ngan can nhiing
buéi 1é cau siéu cho cdc nan nhan...” (alleged that
the Government continued to arrest bonzes and
to prevent ceremonies for the repose of the souls
of the victims, and so on). Nhiing cao budc nay la
hoan toan cé that theo quan sat trong thuc té cia
Phai doan, cing nhu qua thong tin duge cung cip
ti chinh cac thanh vién Chinh phu.

Khi dugc yéu cau nhan dinh vé phong trao dau
tranh ctia Phat gido, 6ng Phé Téng thong ciing
khong kién dinh theo 1ap trudng cua Chinh phu la
do Viét cong can thiép tir dau trong su kién ngay
8-5-1963, ma néi moét cach mo hé hon rang “ban
dau dé la mét phong trao dau tranh thuan tdy tén
gido, nhung cuéi cung cé 1é da c6 mot s6 lién hé nao
dé véi cong san” (At the beginning it was strictly
religious. At the end, it may be that some contacts
were made with the communists”). C6 1é 6ng Thao
da thuc su nghi nhu vay.
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Phai doan da l4p lai yéu cau cung cap cac chiing
ct v6i 6ng Bo trudng Noi vu Bui Van Luong:

There was one statement made by the officials
of the Government of Viet-Nam to the effect
that certain documents were discovered by
the Government and the Army in the pagodas
and Buddhist institutions. These documents
undoubtedly are of importance in establishing
certain facts or at least in bringing about the
possibility of due consideration that should
be given to the situation in establishing
objectively the facts that the Mission 1is
seeking to ascertain.

Nhiéu quan chic cua Chinh phu Viét Nam
déu tuyén bé rang cé mot so tai liéu da duoc
Chinh phu va quan doi tim thay trong cac
ngoi chua va co so Phat gido. Nhiing tai liéu
nay chdc chdn la c6 tdm quan trong trong
viéc xdc dinh nhiing su that nhat dinh, hodc
it nhat la mang dén kha néidng xem xét thich
hgp doé1 véi tinh hinh trong viéc x4c dinh su
that ma Phai doan dang tim kiém.

Yéu cau nay da dude dua ra nhiéu lan, véi nhiéu
chiing cti khac dudc néu trong nhiing 1an tiép xic
v6i cac quan chtic Chinh phu, va Phai doan luén
nhan dugc 16i htia 14 sé dugdc cung cap day du.
Ong Luong tra 161 rang cac gidy to nay dang dude
photocopy ho#c danh may lai, va tat ca sé dudc trao
cho Phai doan trudc ngay tht Hai tuan sau do,

55



PHUC TRINH DIEU TRA CUA LIEN HIEP QuOC NAM 1963

ngay ma Phai doan du tinh roi Viét Nam. (They are
now being photocopied or typed, so that before the
Mission leaves next Monday, I shall be pleased to
hand to the Mission all the documents discovered in
the pagodas.) Vi Trudng doan luu y rang néu Phai
doan hoan tat dugc viéc diéu tra va roi Viét Nam
ngay, ¢ thé sé sém hon du tinh (the Mission may,
after the completion of its work, leave immediately
and this may happen to be before Monday). Vi thé,
6ng mong rang sé nhan dudc cac gidy to nay trude
dé Phai doan “khéng phai cho doi chi vi nhiing vin
ban ma Chinh phu da dong y trao cho” (will not be
delayed simply for certain documents which it has
requested and that the Government has agreed to
give it). Ong Luong da dong y vé diéu nay.

Mot diém quan trong khéac trong buéi néi
chuyén véi 6ng Bo trudng Noi vu 12 vi Trudng doan
da dit cAu hoi nguyén van nhu sau:

There are certain rights and freedoms
referred to in paragraph 2 of the document
“L’Affaire bouddhiste au VietNam”, which
are normally considered normal rights
and freedoms as long as they do not incite
to violence. How is it that the Government
refers to these as conspiracy?

(C6 moét s6 quyén tu do duge dé cap dén trong
doan vin thit nhi cua tai liéu “Van dé Phat
gido 6 Viét Nam” von duoc xem la nhiing quyén
tu do théng thuong, mién la khéng cé su kich
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déng bao luc. Lam sao Chinh phti lai ¢6 thé dé
cap dén [viéc thuc hién] nhiing quyén tu do
thong thuong nay nhu la mét Am muu?)

Tra 15i cau hdi nay, ong Luong néi rang Chinh
pht da bat mot ngudi tén Piang Ngoc Luu va 6ng
nay khai ring nhiing gi Phat giao thé hién 1a mét
Am muu cta cong san da duge chudn bi trude ti
nim 1960,va d6 la ly do Chinh phu xem diy nhu
mot Am muu (he said that the conspiracy and this
is the reason why the word “conspiracy” is used in
the document, which is a communist conspiracy,
dates back to 1960). Mot 1an nita, dé xac thuc
nhiing thong tin nay, Phai doan tiép tuc dua ra yéu
cau dugdc nhin thay t6 khai ctia Ding Ngoc Luu.
Ong Luong da hta sé dap ting tat ci yéu cAu cla
Phai doan gdém nhiéu vin ban lién quan khac niia.

Trong thuc t& Phai doan xic nhan trong
Phic trinh 14 ho khéng nhan duge bat ky vian ban
nao ti phia Chinh phu nhu da hta (the Mission
never received certain documents promised by
the Government), mic du théi gian luu lai cua
Phai doan truéc ngay dao chinh 1a thtta kha nang
dé Chinh phu dap tng viéc nay, chua xét dén yéu
t6 Chinh phu da cht dong moi Phai doan dén thi
nhiing vin ban lién quan thudc loai “ching ci” hin
phai duge chuén bi tit trude méi hop 1.

Khong nhan dugc nhiing giai thich ro6 rang va
hop 1y tit cac thanh vién di tiép xuc, vi Trudng
doan da tiép tuc néu mot cau hdi c6 phan cu thé
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hon véi éng Nguyén Dinh Thuan, B trudng Phu
Téng théng: “Chinh phu néi rdng khéng bao gio
bét giit nhiing nguoi theo dao Phat chi vi Iy do duy
nhat rang ho Ia Phat tu. Chiing t6i mudn biét, vay
thi Iam thé nao ma tat ca nhiing nguoi bi bat, cac
sinh vién va nhiing thanh phan khéc, lai chi toan
1a nguoi theo dao Phat, bao gém ca céc vi tidng si da
tham gia dam phan cung Chinh phu trudc do? (...
the Government never arrested Buddhist followers
solely because they were Buddhists. We would like
to know how it is then that all those people who
have been detained, whether students or others,
are only Buddhists, including the monks, who took
part in previous negotiations?)

Ong Thuin da loanh quanh khéng giai thich
dugc diém nay va ddy van dé tré lai cho éng Bb
trudng Noi vu, rang ong Bo trudng Noi vu nhat
dinh 12 da dua ra cho Phai doan tit ca nhiing giai
thich can thiét vé van dé nay. (I am convinced that
the qualified person to answer this is the Minister
of the Interior who must have given the Mission all
necessary explanations in this respect.) Trong thuc
té&, Phai doan da gép ong Bo trudng Noi vu trude
d6 va khong nhan dugc 161 giai thich thoa dang vé
viéc bat giit hang loat ting ni Phat ti trong dém
20-8-1963.

Ngay 31-10-1963, vi Trudng doan cung mot
thanh vién trong doan la 6ng Correa da Costa
dén gap Bo trudng Ngoai giao dé cd gdng thu xép
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viéc phong van Thuogng toa Thich Tri Quang. N&
luc khong thanh vi quan diém cta Chinh pht van
khong thay d6i, khang khang 1a Toa DPai st My
phai giao nop Thudng toa Thich Tri Quang cho
Chinh phu truéc khi bat ky cudc tiép xdc nao cb
thé duge thuc hién. Tuy nhién, trong budi tiép xuc
nay, vi Truong doan da ghi nhén lai trong bao cao
mét s6 quan diém ctia Chinh phu do 6ng B trudng
Ngoai giao trinh bay. Trudc hét, phia Chinh phu
nhét dinh cho réang Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang la
nguoi cua Viét cong vi cac ly do:

- Ong c6 tham gia phong trao cOng san vao nam
1945. Ong cling c¢6 thanh lap mot Hoi Phat
gido c¢6 quan hé chit ché v6i Mit tran cua
Cong san.

- Ong ¢6 2 1an bi ngudi Phap bét, dong thdi c6
biéu 16 tng hd tu tudng cong san. Trong mot
lan thuyét gidng truéc dam déng 6 Hué, ong
néi rang khong cé gi khac biét gitta Phat gido
va chu nghia cong san. Day 1a d4du hiéu dau
tién cho thdy 6ng c6 khuynh huéng nghiéng
vé cht nghia Marx.

- Mic du nhiing diém trén chua du yéu t6 dé két
luan, nhung Chinh pht con ¢6 nhiing di kién
chinh xac khéc. Truéc hét, cach day khoang
25 nam, Thich Tri Quang tung c6 lién hé
v6i Lé DPinh Tham, mét ngusi hién lam viéc
cho cong san ngoai Bic. Thi hai, nam 1954
ong c6 tiép xtc v6i mot bac si cong san nguoi
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Phap tai Da Lat. Thi ba, t4t ca cac thinh
nguyén thu ma Chinh phu nhan duge hién
nay déu phan anh moét cach chinh xac 161 suy
nghi cta Thich Tri Quang, chiing té 6ng 1a
nguoi diing sau moi viéc chti khong phai Hoa
thugng Thich Tinh Khiét.

Nhiing 14p luan nay cia Chinh pht r6 rang cé
ging lam viing thém céao budc cta ho rang ngay
tt dau bién c6 ngay 8-5-1963 ¢ Hué von da 1a mot
am muu dugc tinh truée cua Viét cong. Tuy nhién,
thuc t€ cho thiy 12 ngudi dan ciing nhu gi6i lanh
dao Phat gidao khong ai tin vao lap luan budc to1
nay, bdi ching hoan toan mang tinh cht quan va
thiéu chiing ct cu thé. Ching ta déu biét, dao luat
10/59 cho phép Chinh phu éng Diém thing tay
triing tri bat ci ai c6 dinh liu dén Cong san va hinh
phat nang nhét c6 thé 1a t& hinh. Vi thé, viéc ho
ch&p nhan chi “d4u vé mém” véi Thugng toa Thich
Tri Quang da 1a mot chiing ci rd rang cho thay ho
khong c6 dt can ci dé bude toi.

Vé céac vu tu thiéu ciia Phat gido, 6ng Bo trudng
Ngoai giao dua ra nhiing 1ap luan cua Chinh phu
nhu sau:

- Cac vu tu thiéu vita qua phai duge xem la
nhiing vu giét ngudi c6 t6 chiic (these suicides
should be considered organized murders), boi
vi cidc nan nhan ty thiéu bi cung c4p nhiing
théng tin sai léch, rang Chinh phu da giét
chét Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét, da giét
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chét Su ba Diéu Hué, da dim chét trong nuée
hang tram nha su, da d6t chay chua X4 Lo,
va vi thé nan nhan bi thic bach phai tu thiéu
dé phan d6i nhitng hanh dong nay. (The
victims were told that the Government had
killed Reverend Khiet, that the Government
had killed Dieu Hue, had drowned hundreds
of monks, that it had burned the Xa-Loi
Pagoda, and therefore that they should
commit suicide in protest against these acts
of the Government.)

- Vé truong hop tu thiéu cia Hoa thuong Thich
Quang Dtc, 6ng Bo trudng dudge bao trude mot
tudn va da muon ngin chin. (The Minister
said he had been informed a week before the
incident, and wanted to prevent it.) Ong Bo
trudng tiép tuc dung lén nhiing mé ta hoan
toan vo cin c vé mot dién tién ma éng ciing
thitta nhan 13 Chinh pht khong biét gi lic
xay ra. (Everybody knew about it except the
Government.) Du vay, 6ng Bo trudng da ké
giong nhu tan mét ching kién: “Ong su khéng
tu di ma duge trg gitip bdi hai 6ng su khac, ho
x6c nach éng dua di. Tréng 6ng 4y nhu say
thuée. MAy éng su kia tudi xdng 1én nguoi éng
ta.” (The monk did not walk by himself but was
helped by the two monks who held him under
his arms. He looked drugged. The monks
poured gasoline on him.) Chua hét, ngoai
nhiing chi tiét td6 vé khong biét do ai ké lai,
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ong Bo trudng con thém vao nhiing suy dién
ctia minh: “Nan nhan I4y ra mét cai bat Iia dé
tu cham Iia, nhung bat Iiia khong chay. Mot
trong hai 6ng su kia danh mét que diém va dot
Itta bung 1én. Tai sao céai bat lia khong chay?
DAy Ia diéu chiing ta phai tu dat nghi van. Phai
chéing éng su da ldy da Iiia ra trude d6?” (The
victim took out a lighter to burn himself but
the lighter did not work. One of the other two
monks lit a match and set the fire. Why didn'’t
the lighter work? This is a question which we
should ask ourselves. Had the flint been taken
by the monk?)

V6i cach nhin nhan vé viéc tu thiéu ctua chu
tang ni nhu thé, ching ta c¢6 thé dé dang hiéu dudc
vi sao viéc thuong thao gitia Phat gido v6i Chinh
phu khong di dén két qua. Chi c6 diéu dang néi 14,
qua su ghi nhan cta rat nhiéu nhan chting trong
cing nhu ngoai nuée, thi nhiing gi ma Chinh phu
nhan hiéu, hay c¢6 ¥ nhan hiéu, déu hoan toan
khong dung véi su that. Béi vi cudce tu thiéu cua
Hoa thugng Thich Quang Diic c6 hang trim nguoi
truc ti€p chiing kién nén su that khong khé tim
hiéu. Ngoai ra, ciing khong thdy chinh phu c6 nd
luc nao tim hiéu thém cudc tu thiéu nay thong qua
hai théng tin vién quéc t& c6 mit tai hién truong
1a Malcolm Browne cua Associated Press va David
Hamberstam cua New York Times.
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3. Ti€p nhan va xtt ly cao budc bang van ban

Maic du hoat dong chinh ctia Phai doan dudgc
dién ra cu thé qua chuyén di diéu tra tai Viét Nam,
nhung cac ngudn théng tin thu thap dude rat da
dang, khéong chi gi6i han trong pham vi thu thap
tai Viéet Nam. Bic tranh da dang nay sé cho ching
ta thay rd su quan tAm cta rat nhiéu nguoi dén céac
su kién bat 6n tai mién Nam Viét Nam vao lac dé.

Trong sudt thoi gian hoat dong, bén canh viéc
truc tiép thu thap thong tin ti nhiing ngudsi dudc
phéng van, Phai doan diéu tra cing nhan dudc
ca thay 116 ngudn théng tin bang van ban. Trong
s0 nay, c6 49 van ban cdo budc nhan dugc tai Viét
Nam trong thdi gian diéu tra. 67 van ban con lai da
dugc gtii dén Tru s6 Lién Hiép Quéc tai New York.
Trong s6 67 van ban nay, c6 24 dudc gui ti Viét
Nam, ngoai ra 1a dudgc gui tit cac quoc gia khac, cu
thé 1a: Hoa Ky: 16, An Do: 6, Nhat Ban: 5, Belgium:
3, Ceylon: 3; va Anh, ch, Canada, Tiép Khéc, Phap,
Dic, Malaysia, Nepal, New Zealand, Venezuela,
modi nude déu c6 1 van ban.

Trong s6 49 vin ban c4o budc nhan dugdc tai Viét
Nam, c6 cido budc cho biét nguoi gii da c6 dén gap
nhung “anh ta da bi ngin can khéng cho tiép xiic vdi
cac thanh vién cia Phai doan” (he had been prevented
from contacting the members of the Mission). Hai
trudng hgp khac, nguoi gii “nhan manh nhiing khé
khén trong viéc dén giap Phai doan” (the petitioners
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stressed the difficulties of getting in touch with the
Mission).

Toan bd 116 vin ban déu da duge Phai doan
xem xét, phan tich k¥ vé noi dung va hé thong héa
thanh cac nhom nhu sau:

CAO BUOC VE NHUNG SU KIEN TRUGC NGAY 8-5-
1963:

a.Du s6 10 ban hanh t& nam 1950 (vAn con hiéu
luc) cho phép Chinh phu 4p dung theo cach
thién vi, danh nhiéu uu dai cho Thién Chua
gido trong khi siét chiat va gay nhiéu khé
khin cho cac hoat dong tin ngudng ctia Phat
gido. “Coéng dong Phat gido phai xin phép
Chinh quyén khi t6 chiic cac buéi 16, trong khi
Thién Chua gido thi khéng chiu anh huong
quy dinh do.” (Buddhist community had to
obtain government permission to hold public
ceremonies, while the Catholic Church, not
subject to that Ordinance). Thién Chua gido
c6 nhiéu ngay 1& dudc cong nhan chinh thtc
hon. “Nhiéu van dé hén nhan gia dinh dang
dan dan dugc luat héa theo huéng gan vdéi
Thién Chiia gido va di ngugc véi tap tuc, niém
tin cua nguoi Phat ti” (Marriage and family
matters had been the subject of Catholic-
oriented legislation, contrary in some
respects to Buddhist customs and beliefs).

b. Trong thuc t&, su phan biét d6i xt duge thé
hién qua nhiéu hinh thtic: “Tin dé6 Thién
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Chua gido duge b6 nhiém giit tat ca cac vi
tri quan chiic quan trong” (Catholics were
appointed to all the important public offices),
nhiéu phuong tién, quyén lgi nhu “dat dai
dugc uu tién danh cho nguoi Thién Chua
gido va tir choi nguoi Phat tui” (granted to the
Catholic Church for the acquisition of land,
and denied to Buddhists). “Cac vat phdm ciu
tro ciing phan phéi uu tién cho nguoi Thién
Chuda gido, théng qua cac té chic Thién
Chua giao (relief goods were distributed in
preference to Catholics and through Catholic
agencies).

Céc ngay 1é ctia Thién chda gido dudc t6 chiic
16n, “co Vatican tung bay khdp noi, tat ca cac
vién chiic Chinh pht, ngay c4 nhiing nguoi
khong theo Thién Chua giao ciing bi budc
phai dén tham du. Nguoc lai, ciac ngay 1é
Phat gido t6 chiic & noi céng cong luén bi han
ché va qudy nhiéu bing du moi cach.” (the
Vatican flag being largely displayed, and all
Government employees, even non-Catholics,
beingrequiredtoattend;incontrast, Buddhist
ceremonies in public places were subjected
to all kinds of restrictions and harassments).
Nam 1957, Chinh phu da c6 “loai bé 16 Phat
dan ra khoi cac ngay 16 chinh thiic” (remove
Wesak from the list of official holidays). Méc
du ti nam 1954 dén nay c6 nhiéu chua dugc
x4y méi hodc tu stia, nhung tat ca déu “la nd
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Iuc cta tin do Phat gido, khong co bat ky trg
giip d4ng ké nao cua Chinh pha” (this was
due to the generosity of Buddhist believers
and not to any substantial grants from the
Government).

d. Tt thang 10-1960, cht yéu tai cac tinh Quang

Nam, Quang Ngai, Phu Yén, Binh Dinh, cac
quan chiic Chinh quyén dia phuong da “cé’
ép budc mot s6 tin dé Phat gido cai dao theo
Thién Chua gido bing cach de doa dua vao
cac trail cai huan, hodc tré thanh déi1 tuong
bi cuéng biic lao déng vi nghi ngo la theo
céng san” (attempted to compel a number
of Buddhist believers to become Catholics
either by threats of being sent to re-education
camps and of being subjected to forced
labour as suspected pro-communists). D61
v61 nhiing nguoi da bi dua vao trai cai huan,
ho du db “bdng cach hiia sé dugc tha sém néu
chiu cai dao” (by the promise of an earlier
release in case of conversion), hoic bang cach
“de doa sé gdy kho khan cho gia dinh ho” (by
threats of persecution against their families).
Nhiing Phat tit chong lai bi bat budc phai
giao ndp thé can cuéc cho Chinh quyén, mot
s6 khac bi ép budc di cu di noi khic. (Some
Buddhists who resisted these attempts were
forced to surrender their identity cards to
the authorities, and some were ordered to
migrate to other regions). Mot s6 truong hop
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tdi té hon, nhiing nguci Phat ti “bi bat céc,
bi giam giti, tra tin, va c6 mét truong hop ¢
tinh Quang Ngai dugc ké lai 1a da bi chén
séng.” (Others were kidnapped, arrested and
tortured, and one, in Quang-Ngai province,
was said to have been buried alive.) Nhiéu
lanh dao Phat gido bi bit va sau d6 khéng
ai biét ho 6 dau. Mot vi su 6 tinh Phu Yén
phan d61 rat manh mé va da bi sat hai. Véi
su ap déit cac bién phap nhu thé, két qua 1a
“trong giai doan 1956-1963, c6 dén 208.000
nguoi bi budc phai cai dao theo Thién Chiia
giao” (208,000 persons had been converted
to Catholicism from 1956 to 1963), trong khi
“trén toan lanh tho Viét Nam Coéng Hoa vao
nidm 1954 chi c¢6 téng cong 450.000 ngudi
theo Thién Chua giao” (in 1954 there had
been only 450,000 Catholics in the Republic
of Viet-Nam).

CAO BUOC VE NHUNG SU KIEN VAO CAC NGAY 6, 7
VA 8-5-1963

- Nguyén nhan ban dau caa cac vu phan d6i dudgc
cho 1& bat ngudn tit Céng dién s6 9195 ngay
6-3-1963 cua Téng Thong, nghiém cdm viéc
treo cd va cic biéu tuong toén gido. Méc du chi
thi néu viéc nghiém cdm do1 véi cac ton gido
ndi chung, nhung viéc ban hanh ngay trudc
ngay Phat dan c6 y nghia r6 rang 1a nham vao
Phat giao.
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- Thong tin phu hdp trong tat ca cac van ban

nhan dugc 1a vao sang ngay 8-5-1963 ¢6 mot
s6 biéu ngii phan d6i cac han ché ap dat déi
v6i Phat gido va Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang
da c6 bai dién vin dugc ghi Am néu rd su phan
d61 nay cling nhu bay té nhiing nguyén vong,
yéu cau hgp phap. Chinh quyén da ti chdi viéc
phat séng bai dién van nay vao budi téi nhu
thong 1& hing nam. Pam dong da tu tap khi
biét duge diéu nay. Chinh quyén di st dung
voi rong phun nudc nhung khong giai tan duge
dam dong. Sau do6 la sing may, luu dan va xe
tang dugc dung dén.

- Xe téng ctia quan doi da can truc tiép lén nguosi

dan gay tham sat. “Bac si Lé Khédc Quyén cuia
bénh vién Hué dugc yéu ciu ky gidy xac nhan
sai léch Ia nan nhan chét do chat né plastic cia
Viét cong. Ong nay tir chéi khong chiu ky va da
bi bat giam.” (Dr. Le Khac Quyen of the Hue
Hospital, was subsequently imprisoned for
refusing to sign a medical certificate prepared
by Government authorities; and that the
Government falsely claimed that the wounds
on the victims had been made by the explosion
of plastic bombs of the type used by the Viet-
Cong).



111. KET QUA DIEU TRA

CAO BUOC VE GIAI POAN TU THANG 5 PEN THANG
9 NAM 1963

- T ngay 8-5 dén ngay ra Thong cao chung
16-6-1963: R4t nhiéu cudc biéu tinh phan d6i
on hoa ctia Tang Ni Phat ti da dién ra 6 Sai
Gon, Hué va nhiéu dia phuong khéc, va da bi
dan 4p nghiém trong bdi canh sat va quan doi,
nhiéu ngoi chtia bi phong téa bang day kém gai
bao quanh, nhiéu tin d6 Phat gido bi ngén can
khong dudc dén chuia. Rat nhiéu Phat tt bi bat
giam chi vi d& ing ho Tuyén bs ngay 10 thang
5 cua Phat gido doi hdi thuc thi 5 nguyén vong
binh d&ng ton gido. Cac 1anh dao Phat gido da
hét stic nd luc dé kéu goi su kiém ché cua dam
dong.

- Ti ngay 16-6 dén cudc tin cong cac chua
dém 20-8-1963: Chinh phti khong hé thuc
thi cdc diém néu trong Théng cio chung ma
ho da thoa thuan véi cac 1anh dao Phat giao.
Chinh phti con phat dong mot chién dich rong
khép dé thuyét phuc ngusi dan ring phong
trao ddu tranh cua Phat gido 12 do cong san
kich dong. Nhiéu ngudi 6 cac dia phuong
khac nhau da bi budc phai tham gia chong
lai Phat gigao. Cac quy dinh khét khe trong
Du s6 10 van tiép tuc duge 4p dung nhim vao
Phat gido. Viéc treo cd Phat gido van chi dugc
chdp nhan duy nh4t trong pham vi cac chua
va khong dudc treo 6 nhiing noi khac. Cac vi
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tang si bi han ché viéc di lai. Nhiéu Phat tu
bi bat truée d6 van chua duge tha ra, mot s6
khéc truée khi duge tha ra da bi budc phai ky
tén vao mot sd gidy to do nha caAm quyén viét
s&n ndi dung. Ngay 17-7-1963, mot cude bidu
tinh 6n hoa ctia Tang ni Phat ti dién ra trudc
chua X4 Logi da bi dan ap thoé bao, rat nhiéu
ngudi bi bt trong d6 c6 ca phu nii va tré em.

- Cudc tan cong cac chua dém 20-8-1963 va

sau d6: Hau hét cac vi 1anh dao Phat giso,
trit Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang, déu bi bt
trong tran tdn céng nay hoac ngay sau doé.
Cé6 it nhat 2 vi su bi giét tai Sai Gon trong
dém d6 va 2 vi su khéac ciing bi giét tai Hué.
Nhiéu lanh dao Phat gido da bi danh dap, tra
tan. Mot s6 vi su dude tha ra sau d6 nhung
bi quan thic trong pham vi chuia va bi nguoi
cua Chinh phu canh gac. R4t nhiéu Kinh
sach, phap khi, tudng ths cung tién bac, vat
dung cua nha chua bi dap pha hoic cudp
mang di. Nhiing cudc biéu tinh ctia sinh vién
bét d4u trong thang 7 va phét trién manh mé
nhit vao thang 8, da bi dan ap rat tho bao.
C6 khoang 3.000 sinh vién d& bi bat. Mot s6
trong d6 bi danh d4p, tra tan va bi giam giti 6
nhiing noi rat t6i té. Vao thoi diém Phai doan
dén Viét Nam, van con khoang 2.000 sinh
vién dang bi giam giti. Cac sinh vién cho biét
c6 mot s6 sinh vién Thién Chua gido ciing bi
bit nhung ho dudc tha ra dé dang va dudc
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yéu cau hop tac véi canh sat. Mot s6 ban cao
budc néi rang Chinh pht da ngin can khién
cho ngudi dan khong thé dén giap Phai doan
va canh béo viéc ¢6 thé c6 nhiéu théng tin sai
léch dugc gii dén nham danh lac hudng diéu
tra cua Phai doan. Mot s6 cdo budc khing
dinh rang ngay trong thoi gian Phai doan
dang ¢ Viéet Nam van xay ra nhiing vu bat bé
sinh vién dau tranh dudc thuc hién vao ban
dém.

NHUNG THONG TIN TRAI CHIEU

Trong téng s6 116 van ban nhan dude, c6 12
van ban khong hé cdo budoc Chinh phu, ngude lai
chi gbm toan nhiing 10i 16 phti nhan tit ca cac
cao budc trén. Cac van ban nay néi rang Chinh
phu hoan toan khoéng c6 su phan biét va dan ap
Phat giao (the Buddhist community was ever
the victim of discrimination and persecution by
the Government), rang hién nay tin d6 Phat gido
hoan toan tu do séng theo tin ngudng cuia minh
(Buddhist believers were entirely free to worship
and propagate their faith)...

Mot cau héi dit ra ¢ day 13, néu ban than nhiing
ngudi nay khong thay cé diéu gi bat 6n thi vi sao
ho phai cat cong viét va gui cac van ban nay dén
Phai doan diéu tra cua Lién Hiép Qudc? Mot nguoi
khoéng bi Toa 4n budc t6i thi khéng thé tu nhién tim
dén toa chi dé néi ring toi hoan toan vé toi! Diéu
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nay hét stc vé 1y. Vi thé, ching ta c6 thé hidu duge
ngay la nhiing nguén théng tin nhu thé da phat
xudt tir dau.

NHAN XET CUA PHAI POAN DIEU TRA

Ban Phic trinh c6 doan néu rd, Phai doan “khéng
c6 di phuong tién ciing nhu thoi gian dé xac minh
cac cdo budc chi tiét da nhan duogc” (The Mission
had neither the means nor the time to verify the
detailed allegations). Tuy nhién, Phai doan da ghi
nhan tat ca va dua vao nhiing ndi dung cio budc nay
dé “thiét lap danh sach cdc nhan ching cidn phéng
van” (drawing up its lists of prospective witnesses),
ciing nhu “soan thdo cdc cdu héi dé dua ra véi cac
quan chtic Chinh pht va cdc nhan chiing khi phéng
van” (formulating certain questions which it put
to government officials and witnesses during the
interviews). No1 dung ghi nhan dudec qua nhiing
cudc phong van truc tiép cac nhan chiing sé dudc
giéi thiéu so luge 6 phan ké tiép.

Vé nhiing gi dudc truc tiép mat thay tai nghe,
Phai doan cting ghi nhan lai trong Phic trinh nay
kém theo v6i nhiing mo ta va nhan xét khach quan.

Tai chua Xa Lgi, mot ngo6i chua 16n, Phai doan
da gip ‘rat nhiéu phéng vién bao chi dia phuong va
quéc té, nhung khéng nhin thay vi su hay tin dé nao
ca” (there were many members of the international
and local press and press photographers, but there
were no monks or worshippers). Sau khi chd khoang
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10 phit, mot vi su gia va mot vi tré hon xuét hién,
nhung hau nhu hoan toan im lang khong néi gi. Mic
du vi Trudng doan nhan manh réng cudc tro chuyén
sé dugc gitt bi mat, nhung céc vi su to ra rat e deé,
khong néu tén va ciing khong déng y ghi Am cudc néi
chuyén. Phai doan da quan sat thay rd cdu tric cua
mot ngdi chua 16n, nhu rat nhiéu phong ng, phong
an 16n, hoi truong, thu vién... Trong hoi truong co6 rat
nhiéu ghé dit quanh ban 16n, cho thay da ting st
dung cho nhiéu ngudi tham du. T4t ca hoan toan trai
ngudc véi quang canh véng vé tiéu diéu trong hién
tai. “Phai doan ciing quan sat thdy nhiing cudn day
kém gai 6 c4 hai bén cong chua, chiing té ngéi chua
da tung bi phong téa bang kém gai” (The Mission
observed the presence of barbed-wire piled on either
side of the gate suggesting that the pagoda had been
barricaded).

Tai chua Tw DPam 6 Hué, trong khi tro chuyén
v61 phai doan, “moét su c6 lo viéc quan sat cac cua
s6 va ctia ra vao dé dam bao khéng c6 nguoi nghe
trom. Khong khi c¢6 vé cang thdng khong thoai
mai.” (a nun who was in attendance watched the
windows and the entrance to see if anybody was
listening. The atmosphere in this pagoda seemed
to be one of uneasiness).

Tai khach san Majestic la noi Phai doan luu
tra, “vén do Chinh phi chon liia” (which had been
chosen by the Government), mot khong khi cuc ky
cang thing dude ghi nhan. Pay 14 mot doan mo ta
trong ban Phuc trinh:
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... [Khach san] duoc canh géc bdi canh sat va
quan doi, chia nhau ditng canh trong sanh
duong, duéi tang trét noi quay tiép tin va
trong nhiing phong khach Ién. Cac xe jeep
cua quan doi ¢6 vi trang va trang bi may
truyén tin déng chét thuong truc noi cong
vao khach san. Cac thanh vién trong Phai
doan nhan thdy nhiing nguoi di vao khach
san déu bi chén lai dé héi Iy do. Khéng ré su
huy déng cac luc lugng an ninh Ién nhu thé
c6 phai chi 1a do tinh trang b6 rap ¢ Sai Gon
tir dém 20-8-1963 va Chinh phu muén bao
vé an toan cho Phéai doan, hay ngugc lai chi
nhidm ngéan can dé lam nan chi bat ky nhén
chiing nao muén dén tiép xic.”

. was guarded by police and soldiers who
stood at times in the hall, in the ground-
floor bar and in the public rooms. Armed
military guard and radio-equipped jeeps
were permanently stationed at the entrance
to the hotel. It was brought to the attention
of the members of the Mission that visitors
entering the hotel were being challenged and
questioned as to the reasons for their visit. It
was not clear whether this large deployment
of security forces was simply due to the state
of siege which had been in force in Saigon
since 20 August 1963 and reflected a desire
to protect the members of the Mission or,
on the contrary, was designed to discourage
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visits by any witnesses wishing to talk to the
members of the Mission.”

Phai doan cting dudc bao cio ti phia Chinh phu,
l1a trong tran t4n cong cac chua dém 20-8 “mdc du
rat quyét liét nhung khéng cé bat ky truong hop
thuong tich hay thuong vong nao” (although they
were drastic, resulted in no bloodshed or loss of
life). Tuy nhién, tai cac bénh vién, Phai doan thuc
t& “da quan sat dude mot truong hop nhu thé”. (It
was reported to the Mission that there had been
no cases of serious injury among the victims of the
police raids; but the Mission observed one such
case.)

Trong khi tiép xtc vé6i cac thanh vién quan trong
trong Chinh phu, Phai doan dugc chinh thiic bao céo
rang Tang ni Phat ti cling nhu sinh vién hoc sinh bi
bét giii trong chién dich da dudc tra tu do. Pay la mot
doan trong bao cao bing van ban (tiéng Anh va tiéng
Phap) do tuéng Tran T Oai chinh thiic trao cho Phai
doan:

“The Government has ordered the reopening
to worship of the pagodas, which had
been under temporary surveillance; it has
authorized the arrested monks to go back to
the places of worship and it has returned the
detained students to their parents.”

“Chinh phtu da ra lénh md ctia lai nhiing noi
tho phung ¢ cac chtiia ma trudc dé bi tam thoi
phong toa, Chinh phu ciing cho phép cac vi
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su bi bat giit dugc tré vé chua va Chinh phu
ciing da trao tra cac sinh vién bi giam gitt vé
cho cha me cua ho.”

Tuy nhién, tinh trang giam git cac vi lanh dao

Phat gido va sinh vién hoc sinh vAn dugc thay ngay
trong chinh nhiing théng tin do Chinh phu dua ra.
Phai doan da ghi nhan trong Phic trinh mét ban tin
dude dang trén Viét Nam Thoi Bao vao budi sang
ngay 1-11-1963, ngay hom xay ra vu dao chinh:
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“Pém qua, bao chi Viét Nam tuong thuat
rang, theo cac nguén tin tiw Phu Téng Thong
thi C6'van Ng6 Dinh Nhu da hiia sé can thiép
véi Téng Théng trong mot né Iuc nham tra tu
do cho céc thanh vién cta Uy ban Lién Phai
[Phat giao] hién dang bi giam giit. Co quan
théng tan nay noi ring, cac vi Thuong toa
Thich Thién Hoa va Thich Nhat Minh, Chu
tich va Phé chu tich ctia Uy ban Lién hiép
[Bao vé] Phat gido [Thuan tiy], cung di véi
Gido su Biu Héi, da dén gidp C6 van Nhu dé
yéu cau can thiép. Ho doi hdi tra tu do cho tat
ca céc vi lanh dao, cu si Phat gido ciing nhu
sinh vién con dang bi giam giii...”

“Counsellor Ngo Dinh Nhu has promised to
intervene with the President of the Republic in
an effort to obtain the release of the members
of the Inter-Sect Committee who are presently
under detention, the Viet-Nam press reported
last night ‘according to Presidency sources’. The
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news agency said Venerables Thich Thien Hoa
and Thich Nhat Minh, Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the Buddhist Union Committee,
accompanied by Professor Buu Hoi, called on
the Counsellor with a request for intervention.
They asked for the release of all Buddhist
dignitaries, laymen and students still under
detention....”

Trude d6, Phai doan da truc tiép chat van viéc
nay véi C6 van Ngb Dinh Nhu va éng da tra 16i kha
mo ho:

- The CHAIRMAN: How many are still in

prison?

- The POLITICAL ADVISER: About 200 to 300;

ask the Minister of the Interior.

- (Trudng doan héi: Cé6 bao nhiéu nguoi con bi

giam trong tu?

- Ong C6'van tra 1oi: Khodang 200 dén 300 ngudi.

Viéc nay hay héi 6ng Bé trudng Noi vu.)

Va khi cau hoi duge truc tiép dat ra véi Bo
trudng Noi vu Bui Vin Luong, ong nay da... hen lai:

“As to the exact number of students and
monks still in camps and hospitals, this is
within my power, and I shall give you a list
of those names.”

“Con vé con sé chinh xac nhiing sinh vién,
tang si con bi giam trong cac trai va trong
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bénh vién, diéu nay ndm trong quyén han
cua toi, téi sé trao cho quy vi mét danh sach
ho tén nhiing nguoi 4y.”

O day, ching ta luu y Phai doan khong doi héi
danh sach chi tiét v& nhiing ngusi bi bit, nhung
nhiéu 14n lip lai yéu cdu vé mot con s6 chinh xac
nhim lugng dinh tinh hinh. R$ rang, cling giéng
nhu 6ng Nhu, 6ng Bo trudng No6i vu khong nam
dudc con s6 nay! Bang danh sich ma éng htia trao
cho Phai doan, ciing gidng nhu rat nhiéu hé so, tai
liéu chiing c@ khac ma 6ng néi rang da tim dudc
trong cac chua, da khong bao gio dudc gui dén. Co
thé 1a do anh hudng cudc dao chinh, nhung ciing ¢é
thé khong phai, vi sau dao chinh thi H6i déng Quan
nhan Cach mang van giti nguyén hau hét cong viéc
cua cac Bo. Biang chiing 14 6ng Pham Ding Lam
van ra tién doan vdéi tu cach dai dién Bo Ngoai giao
Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

4. Phong van nhan chitng va thu thap théng tin

Phai doan da xac dinh rang viéc thu thap thong
tin qua cac nhan chiing tai chd 12 vd cting quan trong.
Vi thé, can cii vao cac thong tin cdo budc da nhan
dugc, ngay trong ngay dau tién dén Sai Gon, 24-10-
1963, Phai doan da thao luan théng nhat dé dua ra
mot danh sach cac nhan chiing can phong van.

Trong danh sach nay, phai doan da thuc té& gap
va phong van ca thay 47 nguoi. Mot s6 nhan ching
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da khong dén hoac khong thé dén vi 1y do nao doé.
Mot s6 khac bi xép vao déi tugng “do6i 1ap chinh
tri” va Chinh phu ti chéi viéc hd trg tim gép ho.
Cac nhan chiing dudc yéu cau tu giéi thiéu nhan
than ctia ho va c6 161 thé sé néi su that. Tuy nhién,
thong tin ghi nhan dude tu cac nhéan ching duge
Phai doan cam két giti bi mat. Ngay ca trong 16i
khai, nhiing chi tiét nao xét thay c6 thé dan dén
viéc nhan biét lai lich cia nhan chiing déu sé bi
loai bd. Cac noi dung cao budc sé duge xem xét, hé
thong va chuyén dén Chinh phu dé yéu cau tra 161
ho#c giai thich, nhung cac théng tin vé ngudsi dua
ra nhiing cao budc 4y duge gitt kin.

Nhiing diém chinh sau day duge ban Phic trinh
ghi nhan truéc phan chi tiét 16i khai cia nhan
ching:

- Phai doan da phong vAn mot s6 cac vi ting ni,
lanh dao Phat gido tai 3 ngdi chua 6 Sai Gon,
mot nha tu, mét bénh vién va tai khach san
Majesticc, noi Phai doan luu tra. Trong nha
tu 6 Sai Gon, Phai doan cling phéng vin mot
lanh dao Phat gido 1a cu si.! T4t ca cac nhan
chiing nay déu nam trong danh sach nhiing
nguoi ma Phai doAn mudn phong van.

- Phai doan ciing phdéng vAn mot s6 cu si d ca
Sai Gon va Hué. Trong s nay c6 5 ngudi nam
trong danh sach cua Phai doan. Cac nhan
chiing nay cé vai trd quan trong, nhan hiéu

1 Co lé 1a cu st Chanh Tri Mai Tho Truyén.
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van dé va c6 quan hé rong véi nhiéu nguoi
khac. Mot s6 nhan chiing truc tiép chiing
kién céc su kién va nhiing gi ho ké lai ciing
dudc phan biét véi nhiing cam xtc hodc quan
diém riéng.

- Phai doan cting phong vdAn nhiéu sinh vién
nam nii dang con bi giam giti 6 Trai Lé Van
Duyét. Theo 16i 6ng Giam déc thi Trai nay viia
dudc thiét 1ap vao ngay 1-8-1963, duéi quyén
S& An ninh. T4t ca sinh vién ¢ day déu bi bét
trong nhiing cudc bidu tinh sau cac su kién
vao thang 8. Cac sinh vién bi canh sat giam
giti trong thoi gian khéac nhau, sau d6 chuyén
dén Trai Thanh nién [cai hudn] va bi bit budc
phai hoc cac khéa hoc vé chinh tri. Phai doan
duge cho biét 1a thoi gian bi giti trong trai
thong thuong khoang 2 tuan, sau d6 ho dugc
tra vé cho gia dinh.

- Trinh ty phong van chung la: Trudc tién cac
nhan chiing dudc dé nghi trinh bay nhiing gi
ho muén néi. Sau d6, Phai doan sé dat nhiing
cau hdi va ghi nhan ciu tra 16i caa ho.

Duéi day ching téi chi diém qua nhiing diém
n6i bat nhat trong s6 cac 16i khai chi tiét dugde ghi
nhan ti 47 nhan chiing.

Nhan chting thi nhat, qua 161 khai ¢6 vé nhu
la mot vi tdng giti cuong vi lanh dao, da c6 miét
tai chua Xa Lgi trong dém 20-8-1963 va bi bat giii.
Ong da c6 thé mo ta nhiéu chi tiét vé vu tan cong,
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pha ctia, b6 rap...bat dau ti gitia khuya, khoang 12
gi6 30. Nhan ching nay cing phu nhan viéc cudc
d4u tranh cta Phat gido bi kich dong bdi phia Viét
cong, dong thoi xac dinh cac vu tu thiéu chi nham
mot muc dich duy nhét 1a thidc ddy thuc hién cac
nguyén vong cua Phat gido. Theo 161 vi nay, chuia X4
Logi vao thoi diém d6 mbi ngay Cha nhat c6 khoang
1.000 nguoi dén tu tap; cac ngay 1é thong thuong cé
khoang 30.000 tin d6 va nhiing ngay 1é 16n c6 dén
100.000 nguoi tham du. Theo vi nay, vao ldc quan
doi tan cong chua c6 khoang 400 vi ting dang & d6.

Nhén chting tha hai la mét vi lanh dao Phat
gido c6 tham gia budi tiép xdc dau tién véi Tong
thong Ngo Dinh Diém. Vi nay mb6 ta kha chi tiét vé
cac dién tién ¢ Hué va sau d6 lan dén Sai Gon nhu
thé& nao, véi tu cach 14 nguodi trong cudc. Vé hudéng
giai quyét ctia ong Diém sau budi tiép xidc, 6ng
khéng dinh rdng phia Phat gido van thdy chua hop
Iy va d6 1a nguyén nhan din dén cudc tuyét thuc
dau tranh vao khoang ngay 7 va 8 thang 6-1963.
Sinh vién da biéu tinh va Chinh pht dan ap con di
doi hon trude d6. Nhiéu ngudi bi thuong tat vinh
vién, c6 ngudi bi mu, nhiéu ngudi khac bi bong toan
than. Pong thoi, ba ngdi chua 16n 6 Hué bi phong
tda, co lap hoan toan. Chinh quyén con dua ra 16i de
doa sé cat dién va ngudn nudc.

Vi trudng doan da nho nhan chiing nay nhan
dién mot sé tén nguoi. Ho 1a nhiing ngudi dudc
xem la mat tich sau vu b6 rap dém 20-8-1963. Tuy
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nhién, sau d6 da c6 thong tin tit Chinh phu 1a ho bi
bat giam. C6 ngudi duge biét dén, nhung c6 mot s6
khéng ai biét 14 bi giam 6 dau. Dic biét, ngudsi thu
tu va thd sau trong ban danh sach nay dudc xac
nhan 14 cac vi ting da ting du hoc nuée ngoai, viét
va noi tiéng Anh luu loat. Ca hai vi nay déu bi bét
giam, va ngay khi c6 tin Phai doan sip dén, ho da
bi chuyén di giam gitt 6 mot noi khéc nén hién nay
khéng biét 6 dau. (When your visit was announced
he was sent somewhere else. I do not know where
he is now. He speaks and writes English well.)

Dac biét, nhan chiing nay moé ta kha chi tiét
nhiing bién phap ma chinh quyén cac dia phuong
da ap dung trong nhiéu nim qua dé chén ép ngudi
Phat tu:

- Khong c6 nhiing chinh sach phan biét d61 xi
hodc dan ap Phat gido 6 cadp do Chinh phu,
nhung ho phét 16, dung ting cho nhiing hanh
vi chén ép, phan biét va gy kho khén ciing
nhu xtc pham nguci Phat ti 6 cac cap dia
phuong. Phat gido da c6 nhiéu don khiéu nai,
kién nghi gii 1én Chinh quyén dia phuong,
Téng Théng, Quéc Hoi, nhung chua bao gis
dugc hoéi dap. Chinh nhan chiing nay la nguoi
da c6 mot budi tiép xdc véi Tong thong Diém
kéo dai hai tiéng rudi déng ho va da canh
bao Tong Thong néu khong dude giai quyét
thoéa dang thi cac mau thudn nay cé thé sé
mang lai hau qua nghiém trong. C6 nhiéu su
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chén ép nho nhat nhung vo 1y ma ngudci Phat
ti phai thuong xuyén chiu dung nhiéu nam
qua. Mot vién canh sat trudng 12 nguci Thién
Chua gido da phat va mot ngusi Phat ti chi
vi tung kinh 16n tiéng. Trong mot dam rudc
ctua Phat gido, mot s6 nguci Thién Chuia gido
ném chit ban vao tugng Phat...

- D61 v6i cac Phat ti 1a vién chtic Chinh ph,
néu ho tich cuc tham gia nhiing cong viéc
cla céac to chtic Phat gido, ho sé phai nhan
nhiing bao cdo thanh tich x4u, va néu qua
tich cuc trong nhiing viéc nay, ho c6 thé bi
thuyén chuyén di noi khac c6 diéu kién séng
to1 té hon. Sé c6 ngudi nao d6 dén dé nghi ho
bé dao Phat dé theo dao Thién Chda, va néu
dong §, quyét dinh thuyén chuyén caa ho sé
duge huy bo. Ngudce lai, ho sé tiép tuc nhan
lanh nhiéu bat 6n khac. Nhiing trudng hop
nhu thé xay ra rat thuong xuyén.

- C6 nhiéu truong hgp cac gia dinh Phat ti bi
ai d6 c6 tinh ném ho#c gidu cac tai liéu tuyén
truyén ctia cong san vao nha ho, réi canh sat
ap vao, tim dudc cac tai liéu dé va bat ho di.
Cung lic, sé c6 ngusi dén nha néi nhé véi vo
con ho, néu gia dinh chiu theo dao Thién Chua
thi nguoi 4y sé dugc tha. Néu chap nhan,
nguoi ay sé dugc tha ra, néu khong sé bi truy
t6. Nhan chiing néi rang 6ng ta c6 thu thap ca
mot tap tai liéu rat day vé nhiing truong hop
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cu thé nhu thé. Khi chua X4 Lgi bi tan cong,
hé so nay da bién mat.

- Chinh pht con ap dung chién thuat “dinh
dién”, nghia 14 dua ngudi dan di khai khén
dat hoang 6 nhiing viing rting nui xa xéi. Ho
dudc cung cap luong thuc du in trong 6 thang
dau tién dé khai pha dat, sau d6 sé tu lam
an. Phuong thiic nay rat tét doi véi nhiing
nguoi dan nghéo vi giip ho c6 duge phuong
tién 1am an vuon 1én. Tuy nhién, c6 nhiéu gia
dinh Phat ti kha gia hoic gidu c6 dang sinh
song 6n dinh van bi bat ép dua di dinh dién.
Thuong thi d6 1a nhiing Phat tti thuin thanh,
tich cuc hoat dong cho dao phap, va viéc ddy
ho di xa 14 mot cach dé 1am suy yéu kha niang
phat trién ciia dao Phat tai dia phuong do.
D61 v6i nhiing nguoi 4y thi day 12 mot hinh
thtc truc xuat, luu day.

- Trong mdt s6 truong hdp, chinh quyén dia
phuong c6 ¥ gay cac tré ngai, khé khan cho
Phat gido. Ching han, khi dén ngay 18 16n
cua dao Phat, ho cung luc triéu tap nhiing
cudc hoi hop cong cong “rat quan trong”, tat
ca nguoi dan khong duge phép ving mat. Va
do d6 ngusi dan khéng thé dén du 18 & chua.

Nhan chiing nay ciing tiét 16 14 moi ngudi &
chua Xa Loi da c6 ngudn tin bao trudec vé vu tan
cong dém 20-8, nhung thay vi bé chua trén di, chu
tang da quyét dinh & lai. Vi thé, chua da lap dat
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mo6t hé théng bao dong. Khi c6 bao dong, ho kién
quyét khong mé ctia. Canh sat da pha sap coéng sit
bén ngoai, ctia gb bén trong dé tran vao bit ngudi.
Moi ngudi la hét cau ctiu va canh sat da dung dén
lyu dan cay ciing nhu bén sting chi thién dé de doa,
tran ap. Sau do, ngoai viéc bat ngudi canh sat con
14y di tat ca may moc thiét bi va nhiéu vat dung
khéic. Ban than nhan chiing cling bi mit mot s
tién 15.000 déng. Nhiéu ngudi khac sau dé cho biét
ho ciing bi m4t tién. Téng s6 dude ude doan cé thé
lén dén khoang 500.000 dong.’

Ong Gunewardene ciing héi nhan chting vé méi
quan hé gitia chua Xa Lgi v6i Cong san nhu céo
budc cia Chinh phu:

Mr. GUNEWARDENE: Has the organization in

the Xa-Loi Pagoda anything to do with the
Communists?

WITNESS: Absolutely nothing.
Mr. GUNEWARDENE: Was Xa-Loi an arms

and ammunition dump?

WITNESS: Not even one bullet.

Ong Gunewardene: Chua X4 Lgi ¢6 bat cit quan
hé nao véi Cong san hay khong?

Nhan chiing: Tuyét do1 khong cé.

Ong Gunewardene: Chua X4 Loi ¢6 phdi mét
kho chua vi khi, dan dugc hay khong?

Nhan chiing: Mot vién dan ciing khong co!

' Ty gia vao thoi diém nam 1963 1a vao khodng 50 dong / 1 USD.
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Khi Phai doan ngd 161 cam on da hgp tac, nhan
chiing nay bat dau bat khoc.

Nhan chiing thii ba kha dic biét vi duge phong
van ngay trong nha tu. Diéu nay tu né da ching té
tuyén bs cua Chinh phu vé viéc tra tu do cho tat ca
nhiing ngudi bi bat 1a khéng ding su that. Nhan
chting tu nhan 14 ngudi phat ngon caa Uy ban Lién
phai va hién dang bi giam gi@t trong nha tu nay
cung véi khoang 20 vi khéc.

Nhan chiing nay nhi4n manh trong 16i khai véi
Phai doan 1a cudc diu tranh cua Phat gido hoan
toan khong c6 yéu té chinh tri, chi don thuan doi
héi dude tu do tu tap, tu do hanh dao, va diéu d6
hoan toan khéng mau thuan véi loi ich quéc gia.
Vi nay chi rd Du s6 10 danh dic quyén cho Thién
Chua gio, trong khi duge 4p dung dé han ché su
phat trién ciia Phat giso. Noi dung nay trai véi diéu
8 cuia Hién phap hién hanh. M6t thanh vién cua
Phai doan 1a 6ng Amor da d:#t cAu hdi vé sy can
thiép cua Viét cong nhu cao budc cua Chinh phu:

Mr. AMOR: We have heard that the Buddhist

movement has been incited by the
Communists. Is this true?

WITNESS: No, that is not true. I do not know
why we are accused of mixing in politics.

Ong Amor: Chiing toi duoc nghe ring phong
trao Phat gido bi kich déng bdi nhiing nguoi
Céng san. Diéu nay cé diing khéng?
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Nhan chiing: Khéng, diéu dé khong diing. Toi
khong biét vi sao chiing to61 lai bi cdo budc 1an
16n voi chinh tri.

Nhan chiing thi tu 1a ngudi bi bat trong cudc
bo rap ¢ chua Tu Dam, Hué, cung ldc véi chua Xa
Loi 6 Sai Gon trong dém 20-8-1963. Vi nay cho biét
nhiéu chua khéc 6 Hué ciing bi t4n cong trong dém
d6. Vi nay ké lai viéc cAm treo cd vao ngay 18 Phat
dan vira qua cung vu dan Ap dAm mau tai Dai Phat
thanh Hué& nhu mo6t minh chiing cho su phan biét
dé61 xt va dan ap Phat gido.

Nhan chiing thi@ ndm ciing 1a ngudi bi bét tai
chua T Pam. Vi nay tiép tuc khing dinh vé nhiing
hanh vi phan biét dé1 xt va dan ap déi véi Phat gido
cling nhu pht nhan cio budc vé su kich dong cua
Cong san d61 v6i phong trao ddu tranh cta Phat
gido. Dac biét, khi dude hoéi vé cac vu tu thiéu, ca
hai nhén chiing thi tu va tht ndm déu khéng dinh
muc dich duy nh4t ctia nhiing vi da tu thiéu 1a cau
nguyén cho su thuc thi cac nguyén vong cua Phat
gido. Ho c¢6 dé lai cac di thu khdng dinh nguyén
vong nay.

Nhan chiing tht sau bi bat vao dém 20-8-1963
khi canh sat va quan d6i phé sap cong chua dé xéng
vao, bat va danh dap vi nay, sau dé dua di mot noi
rat xa nhung 6ng khong biét dude 1a noi nao vi lic
d6 1a 2 gis khuya, troi rat t6i. Ong da bi giam riéng
mot phong trong thoi gian khoang 1 tuan. Ca chua
¢6 10 vi tang si, tat ca déu bi bat.
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Nhan ching tht bay la mot vi tang bi bat tai
chiia An Quang ciing trong dém 20-8-1963, khodng
1 gio khuya. Canh sat vii trang da pha ctia phong
xéng vao dé bit 6ng di, mang vé don canh sat git
khoang 2 gi¢ ddng hé, rdi chuyén dén mot trai cai
huén, pdi ong bi giam dén 67 ngay. Theo 16i vi nay,
chia An Quang c6 khoang 50 vi ting si va tat ca
déu bi bat di trong dém 20-8. Mot diéu dang cha y
14 nhan chiing nay xac nhan éng thuong xuyén gap
g0, n6i chuyén véi Hoa thuong Thich Quang Diic mdi
dém trude khi ngai tu thitu. Ong khéng dinh tam
nguyén ctia ngai 1a tu thiéu dé yéu cau chinh phua
thuc hién binh ding ton gido.

Loi khai ctia cac nhan chiing c¢6 nhiéu trung lip
vé cac dii kién da biét nhu viée tan cong vao cac chua
va bat giam tang ni, Phat ti. Riéng nhan chiing thi
mudi 14 mot ngudi bi thuong trong cudc tadn cong
vao chua X4 Lgi dém 20-8-1963 va van con dang
phai diéu tri ldc dudge Phai doan phdng van. Vi nay
cho biét chi riéng 6 chua Xa Loi c6 3 vi tang va mot
su ¢d bi thuong trong vu nay. Trong khi phong van
nhan chtng, Phai doan truc tiép nhin thay dudc
hai vét thuong dang con bang b6 & gét chan va trén
bap vé. Nhiing thuong tich nay da phai diéu tri
trong bénh vién su6t hai thang qua. Khi dudc hoi
vé thuong tich ctia nhiing nguoi khac, nhan chiing
tra 16i khong dugce biét nhiéu, nhung trong s6 d6 cé
mot ngudi dit lia 4 ngén chan va mot nguoi khac bi
bong ca 2 chan. Khi dudc hoi vé quyén tu do sau khi
ra khoi bénh vién va dudc tré vé chuia, nhan chiing
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tra 10i: “Khi quy vi dén chua An Quang, to1 c6 mat
4 d6 v6i 3 nguodi bi thuong khac, nhung t61 khong
dugc phép dén gap. Téi khong cé tu do tin ngudng.”
(When you visited An-Quang I was there and three
others who were also injured but I was not given
permission to welcome the Mission. I do not have
freedom of worship.) Phai doan da gan hoi: “Dié:u
gl ngan cén éng dén gap ching téi Iic & chua An
Quang?” (What prevented you from coming to see
us at An-Quang?) “Téi nhin thay cac vi di qua cua,
nhung nhan vién an ninh lap tic dong cia lai.” (I
saw you coming through the door but the security
people just closed the door.)

Céacnhan ching thi 11, 12, 13 va 14 dude phong
vén cung ldc tai mot ngdi chiia ¢6 hon 300 nam tudi
6 Hué. Mot trong cac nhan chiing da trao cho Phai
doan nhiéu vén ban khéc nhau, trong dé c6 mot 14
thu. Ong Amor, mét thanh vién Phai doan, da doc
lén doan sau day:

“I the undersigned... beg you to shed the light
of justice on the situation of the Buddhists in
Viet-Nam.

“For five years we, the Buddhists of Viet-
Nam, have had to endure a deplorable
regime. Our Head of State, President Ngo
Dinh Diem, cannot control his subordinates
in the provinces, especially in Central Viet-
Nam, and hundreds of persons are victims of
this inhuman regime.
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“Your visit has given us immense joy. We
ask you, in your capacity as United Nations
representatives, and humane saviours, to
rescue the Buddhists of Viet-Nam from the
desperate plight which the bonzesses, bonzes
and followers have to endure.

“There is no need for us to dwell on this at
length, you already know what is happening

2

in our country... ...

“Téi ky tén dudi diy 1a ... khan cdu quy vi
mang anh sang cong ly soi roi vao tinh hinh
Phat giao tai Viét Nam.

“Trong 5 ndm qua, Phat tu Viét Nam chung
toi da phai chju dung mét ché do vé cung toi
té. Nguoi ding dau Chinh phu, Téng Thong
Ngé Dinh Diém, da khong kiém soat dugc
cap dudi ctia éng 6 cac tinh, déc biét 1a 6 mién
Trung Viét Nam, va hang trdm nguoi da la
nan nhén cia ché dé vé nhan dao nay.

“Su viéng thidm cua quy vi dd mang dén cho
chiing t6i niém vui rat 16n. Ching t6i khan
cidu quy vi, trong thim quyén nhiing nguoi
dai dién cua Lién Hiép Quéc, nhiing nguoi
bao vé nhan quyén, hay giai ciiu nguoi Phat
ta Viét Nam ra khoi hoan canh tuyét vong
ma tang ni va tin dé dang phai chiu dung.
“Khoéng can thiét phai dai dong vé van dé
nay, vi quy vi da biét ré nhiing gi dang xay ra
trén dat nudc chung toi... ... ”
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Cac nhan chiing ké lai chi tiét vé nhiing su kién
da x4y ra & Hué, déng thoi khing dinh ring phong
trao d&u tranh doi binh ding ctia Phat gido hoan
toan khong lién quan dén yéu t6 chinh tri.

Khi dudc hoi vé viéc treo ¢ Thién Chua gio,
cac nhan chiing xac nhan trudc ngay Phat dan mot
tuadn diéu nay da xay ra binh thuong 6 Hué, nhan
mot cude 1& cta Toéng gidam muc Ngé Dinh Thuc.
Vao ngay 5 thang 5, ¢ Thién Chua gido cling dudgc
treo tu do 6 Pa Nang nhan 1& miung Ptc cha Phan
Lac.

Cac nhan chiing cho biét ho da tiung khiéu nai
lén Chinh pht vao nhiing nam 1960 va 1961 doi x6a
bd nhiing han ché dé61 véi hoat dong ctia Phat giao
nhung khong két qua. Cac nhan chting dugc hoi vé
cudc biéu tinh ngay 3-6-1963 tai Hué. Ho cho biét
c6 hon 60 ngudi bi thuong khi chinh quyén dan ap
bing cach tat a-xit vao dam dong. Cac nhan chiing
ciing cho biét ho bi bét giit vao khoang 3 gid sang
ngay 21-8-1963 khi quin d6i nd sing va phé cong
chua x6ng vao (There were shots in the area and
they broke down the door.). Ho cting chi cho Phai
doan xem céng chuia bi phé va cac ddu vét dap pha
trén tuong. Ho cho biét, “moi thit trén ban tho bi
dap pha va mang di” (Everything on the altar was
broken and taken away).

Cac nhan chiing thi 15, 16 va 17 déu 1a nhiing
vi su tiing bi bat vao dém 20-8-1963. Ho bi giam
giti 12 ngay trude khi duge tha ra. Nhiing nguoi
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nay cho biét, vu bat gitt da tao mot khong khi lo sg
lan rong. Ngbi chuia ¢6 7 vi su thuong trd, nhung
hién chi con 3 ngudi, nhiing ngudi khéac 14n tranh
quanh d6 vi sg. Khi dugc phai doan yéu cau, mot
vi su da di bao vé6i hai vi su khac ntia nhung mot
nguoi trong s6 ho tit chéi khong dam dén gap Phai
doan. Cac nhan chting cling cho biét sau khi biét c6
nhiing vu bat b, s6 Phat ti vé chiia giam manh.
(After that they found out that there were many
arrests and the number diminished.) Vao mbi ngay
cht nhat, théng thuong c6 khoang hon 100 Phat ti
vé chuia, nhung bay gio chi con chua dén 20 ngudi.

Phic trinh ciing ghi lai ni dung budi phong van
tai Trai Lé Van Duyét, hay “trung tam cai huan”, 1a
ndi giam giti va “cai hudn” hang ngan sinh vién hoc
sinh tham gia biéu tinh bi bét. Thong qua ndi dung
nay, ching ta hiéu duge phan nao co ché hoat dong
ctia hé thong “cai huan” thuéc Chinh pht Ngé Dinh
Diém. Khi dugc hoi vé muc dich ctia trai, vién Giam
doc tra 16i: “Trung tAm cua ching toi dudc lap ra
dé rén luyén thanh thiéu nién, day cho ho biét méi
nguy hiém cta ch nghia cong san va nén tang cla
Chinh pht VNCH. Muc dich trudc tién la nhu thé,
ciing nhu chi ra nhiing Am muu 1at d6 Chinh ph,
dé thanh thiéu nién ¥ thtc duge nhiing nguy hiém
trong viéc ho dang lam. Muc dich thi hai 1a chi ra
nhiing né luc cia Chinh pht VNCH dé mang lai
doi song tot dep cho nhan dan. Muc tiéu chinh cta
ching t6i 1a day cho tudi tré hiéu biét vé t6 qudc caa

92



111. KET QUA DIEU TRA

ho, biét phung su t6 quéc va dit quyén lgi t6 quoc
lén trén tat ca.”

Vi trudng doan di théng vao van dé: “Vay nhiing
thanh thiéu nién vao day hoc tap 1a ty nguyén hay
bi bat budc?” Vién Giam doc dap lai: “That ra, tat
ca hoc vién ¢ day déu la nhiing ngudi bi bét va dua
dén day nham muc dich cai huan. Ho dudc dua vao
day dé hoc tap va trd thanh nhiing cong dan tét.”

C6 khoang 65 ngudi bi giam trong trai vao lic do,
tudi tir 17 dén 25. Thaoi gian dé “cai huén” 1a khoang
15 ngay, nhung sau khi bi bt cac sinh vién bi giam
giti 6 nhiing noi khac, rdi khi vao day ho tiép tuc bi
giam cho dén khi 16p “cai huadn” dugec md ra véi s6
lugng nhat dinh. Vi thé, thoi gian giam gifi cia mdi
sinh vién déu khac nhau va khong xac dinh dugc.
Chi khi nao “cai huan” thanh céng, trd thanh nguoi
to6t theo y Chinh ph, sinh vién méi duge tra vé cho
gia dinh cua ho. Phai doan cting diat nhiing cAu hoi
vé ban gidng huan, vé phuong phap gido duc... va
do d6 dugc biét tat ca thiy gido ¢ day déu “tu hoc”,
khong qua bat ky mot 16p dao tao chuyén nghiép
nao. Ho tu thao luan véi nhau dé soan ra chuong
trinh va phuong phap “cai huan” trong 15 ngay doi
v6i tit ca sinh vién hoc sinh bi bat git. Thanh phan
cac sinh vién ciing dugc xac dinh tat ca déu 1a Phat
ti, khong c6 Thién chua gido (We have no Catholic
students here; all of them are Buddhists.)

T thuc té nay, ong Amor, thanh vién Phai doan,
da héi thang: “Xin 6ng cho chung t6i biét tai sao cac
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sinh vién tré nay bi bat vi 1y do hoat dong tén giao
ma khi dua vao day cac 6ng lai ¢d ging cai huin
ho theo mdt chuong trinh chinh tri?” (Can you tell
us why the young students arrested for a religious
affair are brought to a camp where it is attempted
to reform them on a political plane?)

Giam doc tra 1oi: “Nhiing ngudi bi bit khong
nhat thiét chi 1a hoat dong ton gido. Nhiéu nguoi
c6 muc tiéu chinh tri, mét s6 d61 nghich v6i Chinh
phu.”

Vi Trudng doan chat van: “Néu 1a vi Iy do chinh
tri, 1& ra phai c6 ca nhiing ton gido khéac, vi sao tat
ca déu la Phat tu?”

Trude nhiing chat van cua Phai doan, cudi cung
vi Giam d6c van néu ra quan diém nhu Chinh phu
da nhiéu lan tuyén bd, d6 1a nhiing ngudci Phat tu
bi cong san kich ddéng, xui giuc giy bao loan va
biéu tinh. (the Communists were exploiting the
situation and inciting Buddhist students to riot
and demonstrate.)

Sau d6 Phai doan da tiép xic va phong van mot
nhém khoang 20 sinh vién. Vé 1y do bi bat,ho tra
16i: “Chung t6i 1a Phat ti, ching t6i bay to su ung
ho cac nguyén vong ctia Phat giao va bi bat.”

Vi Trudng doan hoéi: “Chinh phu da chén ép
Phat gido nhu thé nao?”

Moét sinh vién tra 16i: “Chéng han nhu & Sai
Gon nay, khi ngudi Phat ti dén chuia dé tung kinh
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cau nguyén, ho bi x6 ddy va danh dap bdi canh sat.
Vi thé, nhiing ngusi ung hd Phat gido da xudng
dudng phan dsi va doi béi thudsng.” (For example,
in Saigon itself, when people went to prayers in
Buddhist temples, some were pushed about and
beaten by the police - so people who support the
Buddhist cause rose up against that and asked for
redress)

Mot sinh vién khac: “Khi t6i di chtia cAu nguyén,
cung véi nhiéu ngusi Phat ti khac, ching t6i ¢6 thé
bi bat giti sau d6... Khi c6 bién c¢6 xay ra 6 Hué sau
khi chinh phu ti chéi khong phat séng chuong trinh
cua Phat gido, Phat tit da diing 1én chéng lai quyét
dinh d6, va r6i quan d6i da mang xe tang cung cac vii
khi khac dén, vién c6 rang su kién nay do Viét cong
kich dong.” (When I go to the temple for prayers, I
mix with the Buddhists and the consequence may be
that I would later be arrested, etc. Then there is the
incident in Hue following the refusal to broadcast
the statement on the radio. After that, the Buddhists
rose against that decision and the Army brought out
tanks and other weapons under the pretext that the
agitation was of Viet-Cong origin.)

Vi Trudng doan hoi lai: “T't khi dén day, ching
t6i c6 vieng tham nhiéu chua chién va thay nguosi
Phat ti tung kinh cAu nguyén & d6. Phai ching tinh
hinh hién gid da thay d6i?”

Dap: “Chi 1a vé ngoai thé théi, nhung t6i khong
tin 1a van dé da dudc giai quyét.”(On the outside it
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looks as though the situation is settled, but I do not
believe it is settled yet.)

- “Tai sao?”

- “Vi trong hang ngii sinh vién ching t6i van
con nghe dugc nhiéu ban luan, va ti nhiing ban
luan d6, c¢6 vé nhu van dé rdi sé lai ndi lén.” ([t is
not over yet because in the ranks of the students
there is talk and from the talk it looks as though
the question will flare up again.)

Mot sinh vién khac ké ra trudng hgp cu thé hon:
“Mot vi du khéc niia 12 6 Hoi An thudc tinh Quang
Nam, ngudi ta xin phép td chiic tang 16 mét vi su
da tu thiéu. Chinh quyén da cho phép, nhung roi
khi tang 1& dang dién ra thi canh sat kéo dén véi
dui cui va danh dap nguci tham dy. Vao ngay dé6
¢6 30 ngudi bi thuong.” (Another example is in the
city of Hoi An, province of Quang Nam. There was
a request for holding a funeral for the monk who
burned himself. Permission was granted and the
funeral proceeded, but during the procession the
police came with sticks and beat the people and on
that day thirty people were injured.)

Nhiéu sinh vién cling nhu nhiing nhan chiing
tiép theo déu lap lai cac ndi dung cio budc. Nhan
chting s6 27 néi rd rang nhat vé cac muc dich khi
anh ta tham gia biéu tinh: “Thi nhét, t6i muén cé
st binh ding gita Phat gido va Thién Chuda gido
trong cac hé thong hanh chanh, quan doi v.v...
Thit hai, t61 mudén duge tu do hon trong viéc thuc
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hanh theo ton gido cta toi. Thi ba, t61 mudn tat ca
nhiing vu bét bs, sach nhidu khac phai cham dut.
Nhiing bién phap dan ap phai dude bai bo.” (1. I
want equality between Catholics and Buddhists in
the Administration, the Army, etc.; 2. I would like
greater freedom for the practice of my religion; 3.
I want all these arrests and other things to cease.
Suppressive measures should be removed.)

Trong cac cudc phong van, mot s6 sinh vién
ciing cho biét viéc ho bi danh dap sau khi bi bat.
Mot s6 khac chi bi giam gifi réi tha ra. Dic biét,
nhan ching thi 33 cho biét anh da bi danh bang
roi dién, khéng dé lai d&u vét thuong tich gi. (Were
you beaten? / Yes. / By whom and where? / By the
security forces. / Do you have any marks?/ No, they
use electricity.)

Nhan chiing thi 45 sau khi cung cdp nhiéu
thong tin lién quan dén thyc trang da va dang dién
ra tai Viét Nam, da dua ra mot nhan dinh rat dang
chi ¥, sau khi nhéc lai 1a nhiing diéu nay phai dudc
tuyét doi1 git bi mat:

WITNESS: If my statements are to be kept

strictly confidential, I would add something.
This is a political problem. For the last few
years the political situation in Viet-Nam
has been very difficult. There is Communist
subversion and the Government uses this as
a pretext to throttle the legitimate demands
of the population and that has created
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discontent not only among the Buddhists but
also among the Catholics. And now this is an
opportunity for it to explode. The conflict is
not essentially religious; it is not essentially
Buddhist. Consequently, Buddhim is not the
cause of the conflict but the effect of those
politics.

Mr. CORREA DA COSTA: You mean that,

because of the general discontent, the
moment the Buddhist situation appeared at
a strictly religious level, everybody used it
as a pretext to go against the Government,
including the Catholics and other religions.

WITNESS : That is right.

Nhan ching: Néu nhiing 101 cua toéi dugc tuyét

déi gitt kin, t6i mudén néi thém diéu nay. Pay
Ia mét van dé chinh tri. Trong nhiing nim
vila qua, tinh hinh chinh tri ¢ Viét Nam rat
khé khan. Cé su xen vao pha hoai cua Céng
san va Chinh phu st dung viéc nay nhu mot
c4i ¢6 dé chén ép nhiing doi héi chinh dang
cuia nguoi dian. Piéu nay da tao ra su bat man
khéng chi riéng vdéi nhiing nguoi Phat tu ma
ca vdi nhiing nguoi Thién Chua gido. Va day
14 co hoi dé su bat man dé bung phat. [Do dé,]
vé ban chat thi su mau thuan khéng phai la
van dé tén gido, khong phai la van dé Phat
gido. Phat gido khéong phai la nguyén nhan
gay ra mau thuin, ma [phong trao Phat gido]
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chi la hé qua cta nhiing van dé chinh tri [néi
trén].

Mr. Correa Da Costa: Cé phai y 6ng mudén néi
rdng, vi ¢6 su bat man réng khdp, nén khi
cuéc dau tranh ctuia Phat gido néi lén trén
binh dién thuan tdy tén gido thi moi nguoi
dan dd xem dé nhu mét cdi cé dé vang day
chong déi Chinh phi, bao gébm ca tin dé Thién
Chua giao va nhiing tén giao khac?

Nhan chitng: Ping la nhu vay.

Nhan dinh trén da cho ta mét phéac thao vé biic
tranh chinh tri toan cadnh vao thoi diém d6, duéi
su diéu hanh ctia Chinh quyén Ng6 Dinh Diém,
va né giai thich hop 1y nhiing biéu hién vui ming
rdo rét cua da s6 ngusi dan Sai Gon ngay sau khi
cudc dao chanh thanh cong, nhu 16i cia Dai st My
Cabot Lodge mb ta trong Dién vin giii vé Washing
ton ngay 2-11-1963: “Ngudi ta bao toi rang su vui
mung han hoan trén duong phé con vudt hon ca
niém vui ngay Tét.” (I'm told that the jubilation in
the streets exceeds that which comes every new
year.)

Phai doan ciling dén viéng Bénh vién Duy Tan,
noi da va dang diéu tri cAc nan nhan cta cudc tdn
cong vao chua Xa Lgi dém 20-8-1963. Tai day, Phai
doan da phdong van bac si diéu tri va 6ng Phé Giam
déc Bénh vién. Phai doan xic nhan dugc su that 1a
c6 5 vi su va 4 ni 6 bi thuong duge dua vao diéu tri
trong dém 20-8-1963. Cac nan nhan da dugc dua
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vao bénh vién bing xe ciiu thuong cua canh sat.
Thuong tich nhe nhat duge diéu tri trong 3 ngay va
truong hop nghiém trong nhat phai diéu tri trong
60 ngay. Vi su bi thuong nang nhat da duge xuat
vién, nhung viia phai tré lai bénh vién do khong
duge khoe va do d6 ¢6 mat trong bénh vién luc Phai
doan dén.

Nhan chiing tht 41 dic biét chudn bi mét van
ban dai 15 trang, dudc nguy trang bang cach kep
vao gidy bia cia mot quyén tap chi. Theo 15i nhan
chiing, anh ta da c¢6 chuyén van ban nay ra nudc
ngoai nhung khong thé duge, vi hanh ly sinh vién bi
luc soat rat ky. Theo nhan dinh cta Phai doan thi
van ban nay “dua ra ching cu vé rat nhiéu van dé”.
(gave testimony on various questions). Vi thé&, Phai
doan da quyét dinh tom tat hoic trich nguyén vin
nhiéu phan ctia van ban nay dua vao thanh Phu luc
s0 16 ciia ban Phiic trinh.

Dé chiing minh su phan biét t6n gido tit cip cao
nhat cua Chinh phu, thay vi chi 6 cac dia phuong
nhu nhiéu céo budc khéc, van ban nay néu ra:

“Theo Piéu 1 cia Du s6 10, tat ca cac té chic
tén gido déu duoc xem nhu cic héi doan,
nhung [Diéu 44 ctia Du nay] dit Thién chia
giao ra thanh ngoai Ié.

“Theo Diéu 7 cua Du nay,’ Chinh phu cé

' Ban Phac trinh in nham s§ 7 thanh s6 1. Trong Diéu 1 khong co
nodi dung nay ma la Biéu 7: Quyén hoat dong [ctia hoi doan] co
thé bj thu hoi... ... vi cac ly do an ninh. (An authorization which
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quyén dinh chi hoat dong ctia cic “héi doan” vi
ly do an ninh. (the Government has the right
to suspend the activities of such associations
for security reasons)

“Theo Diéu 10 cia Du nay thi cac tén gio,
ngoai trir Thién Chua gido, 1a doi tugng chiu
su kiém soat nghiém ngét cia bat ky co quan
Chinh phu nao.

“Theo Piéu 14 va Piéu 28 ctia Du nay thi cac
ton gido, ngoai tri Thién Chua gido, chi dugc
nhan tién déng gép tir tin do theo quy dinh
thich hop, va chi dugc thiét lap cac co sé vat
chat khi hét stc can thiét.

“Hon thé nita, theo Sdc 1énh s6 116/TTO/
TTKI tir Vin phong Téng Théong ngay 23-
9-1960 thi nhiing bat déng san cua cac “héi
doan” (bao gom Phat gido) du nhé nhét dén
d4u ciing phai duge su cho phép cia Téng
Théng, néu khéng thi té chic sé hitu van
phai tra thué giéng nhu cic chu sé hitu ca
nhan khac.

“Theo cac diéu khoan nhu thé, ching téi thdy
ré rang cé su bat binh ding tén gido trong
ché& do dan chii nay va thuc té da di nguoc lai
véi muc dich theo duéi cia Chinh pht trong
chinh sach Ap Chién Luge, duge cho 1a né luc
x6a bo su bat hoa.

“Du s6 10 ban hanh nam 1950 duéi ché doé

has been granted may be revoked... ... for security reasons.)
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quan chu. T khi ché do 4y bi 1at d6 vao nidm
1954, chiing té1i da dét van dé tai sao Du s6
10, voén khoéng phu hop véi Hién phap Céng
hoa, lai van tiép tuc duogc duy tri? Chiing toi
yéu cau Chinh phu phai hiy bé Du s6 10 va
thay thé bang dao luat khac.
“0 Viét Nam, dac biét la cac vung qué, cac
vién chtic Chinh phu hanh xu sai trai hodc
theo cach phan biét ton giao. Chung toé1 da dé
trinh viéc nay lén Téng Thong va Qude hdi,
nhung that ding tiéc, ching téi khong hé
nhan duoc cau tra Ioi. Ching téi da yéu cau
Téng Thong chdm diit ngay nhiing hanh vi
sal trai nay va cho thanh Iap mét ty ban diéu
tra dé tham sat lai mot cach chuyén trach,
khach quan va dang tin cay doi véi nhiing ho
so khiéu nai cia nguoi Phat ti, dé bdo dam
su an toan cho cac vi lanh dao Phat giao, tang
si ciing nhu cu si, va cho phép nguoi Phat tu
trong hang ngii quan nhan ciing nhu cac vién
chtic dan su dugc thuc hanh theo tén gido cua
ho.
“Thém niia, 6ng Paul Hiéu, Bo truéng Cong
Dan Vu da c6 1an néi trong mét héi nghi cac
quan chiic rdng: Phat gido Ia ké thu coéng
khai s6' mot.”
Ngoai nhiing cdo budc nhu trén, van ban cta
nhan chiing nay con dic biét dé cap dén nhiing
ngudc dai doi véi Phat gido ti trude ndm 1963, da
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duge Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang nhéc lai trong
budi hop ngay 18-5-1963 v6i nhiéu quan chtc cip
cao cua Chinh phu. Theo d6, tai cAc viing phat trién
ndng nghiép 6 TAy Nguyén va mién Trung, nhiéu
Phat ti da bi bat bé, dan ap. Cac vu viéc nay da
dugc ghi nhan thanh hoé so khidu nai gti 1én Chinh
pht va Quéc hoi, nhung khoéng rd vi sao ngusi Phat
ti khong hé nhan dudc su phan héi. Chi tiét nay
cho thay su kién ngay 8-5-1963 hoan toan khong
phai 1a diém khéi ddu, ma trong thuc t& chi 1a “giot
nude tran ly” lam bung v6 nhiing bat man tu rit
lau ctia nguoi Phat ti dé6i véi Chinh pht Ngo Dinh
Diém.

Mot chi tiét dac biét khac dude thay trong van
ban ctia nhan chiing nay 1a doan trich nguyén vin
mot bai binh luan dudc dang trén tap chi Anh ngii
Newsweek ngay 27-5-1963, dudc cho 1a da bi canh
sat lung suc dé tich thu. Nguyén van Anh ngii (kém
ban dich) nhu sau:

“The Buddhists (estimated at some ten million)
have long been resentful of the mandarins
of Hue and their ruling Catholic oligarchy;
the Buddhists particularly resent a host of
restrictions imposed on their religious freedom
by President Diem.

“Most of Ngo Dinh Diem’s high Government
officials, chiefs of provinces and military
officers are Catholics, and most young army
officers are convinced that they must be at
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least nominal Catholics if they wish to rise
above the rank of captain. Diem apparently
believes (and with some reason) that Catholics
are more loyal to him personally and also more
genuinely dedicated in their anti-communism.
Catholicism, therefore, seems to have become a
kind of status symbol, as well as a prerequisite
for advancement...

“The Buddhists say that most Government
supplies pass through Catholic hands and are
distributed chiefly to Catholics. One American
adviser has reported that Catholic battalion
commanders in South Viet-Nam’s army get
better equipment and heavier weapons than
the non-Catholics. In the countryside, there are
a number of villages where Christian priests
are in control and maintain their own private
armies. In the northern coastal region around
Hud, small units of these troops, known as ‘The
Bishop’s Boys’, are directly responsible to the
Archbishop, and their primary mission is to
protect churches and priests. They are armed
with United States weapons and trained at
least in part by United States advisers.

“Vast supplies of United States food relief
(wheat, flour, rice, cooking oils) are distributed
in South Viet-Nam through Catholic Relief
Services to Catholic priests in the provinces.
Some Viet-Namese are convinced that many
of these supplies never reach the intended
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beneficiaries but find their way into the black
market instead.”

“Nhiing nguoi Phat tu (udc tinh khoang 10
triéu) tir Jdu da phan uat déi véi cac quan chiic
6 Hué va nhém thiéu s6" Thién Chua gido nim
quyén hanh. Nguoi Phat ti dic biét tic gian
trude mot loat nhiing han ché do Téng thong
Diém ap dit 1én quyén tu do tén gido cua ho.
“Hau hét cac quan chiic cao cap cua Chinh phu
Ngbé Dinh Diém, cic vi Tinh trudng va si quan
quén déi déu Ia tin dé Thién Chua gido, va hau
hét cac si quan tré trong quan doi déu tin rang
it nhat ho phai tré thanh mét tin dé Thién Chia
gido trén danh nghia néu muén ngoi 1én cao hon
quan ham dai dy. Ong Diém c6 vé tin chic rdng
(vi Iy do nao dé) nhiing tin dé6 Thién Chua gido
trung thanh véi ca nhan 6ng hon va ciing tin
tuy hon trong cudc chién chéng Cong. Vi Iy do dé,
Thién Chda gido dd tré thanh biéu tuong ciing
nhu diéu kién tién quyét cho su théing tién...
Nhiing nguoi Phat ti néi rang hau hét nguodn
cung cdp tu Chinh phi déu théng qua ban tay
Thién Chua gido va duge phidn phdi chu yéu
dén nhiing tin d6 Thién Chua gido. M6t vién C6
van My da bao céo rang, trong quan doi Nam
Viét Nam, cac chi huy tiéu doan la tin dé Thién
Chua gido nhan dugc trang thiét bi va vii khi
tot hon so véi nhiing nguoi khéng phai tin dé
Thién Chda gido. O mién qué c6 nhiing ngéi
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lang do cac cha xu kiém soét va duy tri quan
doi1 riéng cia ho. Quan déi nay truc tiép chiu
trach nhiém trudc cha xi va nhiém vu chinh
1a bao vé nha tho va cha xu. Ho dugc vii trang
bang vii khi cia Hoa Ky va dugc huan Iuyén it
nhat l1a moét phan béi cac c6 van My.

Nguén cung cap thuc phdm ciu tro khong 16
cua Hoa Ky (gém Iia mi, b6t mi, gao, dau an...)
duoc phan phéi 6 mién Nam thong qua cac Co
quan Ctu trg Thién Chia gido dén cha xit 6 cac
tinh. Mot s6 nguoi Viét Nam tin rdng rat nhiéu
trong s6 ngudn thuc pham nay khéng bao gio
dén tay nguoi nhan nhu du tinh. Thay vi vay
ching duge dua ra ban ¢ thi truong chg den.”

Nhan chiing nay cting trich nguyén vian mot

van ban quan trong khac 12 Théng Cao cua Dai
dién Chinh pht méi tai Trung phan dudc céng bo

vao
cho

vao
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ngay 2-6-1963, trong d6 c6 5 diém nghiém cdm

thay ro khong khi kiém soat hét stic cang thing

thoi diém d6:

1. Moi hinh thtic héi hop déu bi nghiém cam.

2. Viéc stt dung hé thong loa phéng thanh phai
xin phép trude tur Thi truong.

3. Viéc xin phép hoi hop phai dugc chap thuan
trude tir Thi truong.

4. T4t c4 cac tai liéu, khdu hiéu, bich chuong
hosgc dién vén déu phai duoc kiém duyét
trudce khi dua ra trudc cong ching.
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5. Viéc tang trit hay luu hanh bat ky 4n phdm,
truyén don hay tai liéu nao déu la bat hop
phap.

Phan ting theo sau ban Thong Cao day ap ché
nay la cudc biéu tinh 6 Hué ngay hém sau d6, 3-6-
1963. Hang tram sinh vién hoc sinh da tham gia
bidu tinh 6n hoa doi héi Chinh phi dép dng céc
nguyén vong chinh dang cta Phat gido. Chinh
quyén giai tan bang voi rong phun nuéc nhung
th4t bai vi ngudi biéu tinh ngdi yén tai chd dé cau
nguyén. Ho lién thay thé& cac voi nudc bang a-xit
v6i ndng do manh. 54 ngudi bi thuong ton nghiém
trong, nhiing nguoi con lai phai bd chay tan hang.
Ngay hom d6, Thugng toa Thich Tam Chau, Chu
tich ny ban Lién phai Bao vé Phat gido da gtii mot
14 thu 1én Téng Thong Ngé Dinh Diém, trong d6
néu rd 10 hanh vi dan ap cua Chinh pht dang dién
ra. Nhiing diém nay ciing dudc nhan ching trich
dan nguyén vén trong cio budc gui Phai doan Diéu
tra Lién Hiép Quéc:

1. Nhiéu t6 chtic, hoi doan Phat gido da bi ép
budc phai ky vao nhiing ban kién nghi 1én
an phong trao d4u tranh cua Phat gido véi
nhiing t ngt hung hang, tho bao.

2. Viéc di lai cua tang ni gitia cac vung trong
nuéc véi thi @6 bi can trd trén nhiéu tuyén
dudng dé ngin chin khong cho ho vé diéu tri
d cac bénh vién thudc Sai Gon.
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3.

Hanh 1y mang theo ctia cac vi ting ni tir Sai
Gon trd vé cac tinh sau khi tham gia tuyét
thuc da bi luc soat va tit ca nhiing ai mang
theo cac tai liéu ctia Phat gido déu bi bat giam.

. Nhan vién an ninh dudc b6 tri khép cac nha

hang, quan nude va trén dudng phd dé do xét
va bat giii bat cit ai dé cap dén van dé Phat
giao.

. Canh sat da chién, nhan vién an ninh, chién

si thanh nién cong hoda, quan canh va quan
nhan trang bi sting trudng, may truyén tin
déng chot quanh cac ngdi chuia dé kham xét
chu tang va de doa khiing b6 nhiing Phat ti
muén dén chua.

. T4t ca quan nhan 1a Phat ti khong dugce ra

khoi pham vi doanh trai.

. Nhiing ai tham gia tich cuc vao cudc van dong

dau tranh ctia Phat gido déu bi truy td va bat
giam.

. C4c tai liéu cua Viét cong dudc 1én lat dua vao

trong xe cua Phat tu hoidc vao trong cac chua
dé tao chiing ct gia nham bo tu ting ni, Phat
tu.

. Nhiing cudc biéu tinh chéng Phat gido duge

t6 chtic v6i nhiéu nhan vién an ninh gia dang
chu tang va Phat tu.

10. Thanh vién cta cac uy ban Phat gido bi ép

budc phai ky tén vao nhiing kién nghi nay
khac...
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Mot ndi dung quan trong khac dude trich dan
trong vin ban ciia nhan chiing nay 14 ban Chuong
trinh hanh dong cua ny ban Sinh vién ﬁng ho Phat
giao, dugc phan phat rong rai trong giéi sinh vién
hoc sinh. Nhan chiing nhan dudc vin ban nay vao
ngay 16-9-1963. Theo noi dung trong ban Chuong
trinh hanh dong nay thi phong trao dau tranh cua
sinh vién hoc sinh dugc phac thao qua 5 giai doan:

- Giai doan 1: Sinh vién, hoc sinh viét thinh
nguyén thu gui dén Nguyén thu quéc gia,
Téng thu ky va cac vi tuéng lanh, néu ro 5
nguyén vong [cua Phat gido].

- Giai doan 2: Sinh vién, hoc sinh bt d¢au dau
tranh bang cach tuyét thuc trong pham vi
san truong, thoi gian 12, 24 hoéc 48 gis, tuy
theo tinh hinh.

a. Trong thdi gian tuyét thuc 12 gid, cac khau
hiéu tranh dau sé dugc viét trén gidy va dan lén
tuong hodc bat ct noi ndo dé dudge nhin thay.

b. Trong thoi gian tuyét thuc 48 gic va sau
d6, ngoai cac khau hiéu da c6, nhiing cau sau
day sé duge dung nhu khau hiéu:

1. Ai d3 t4n cong vao cic chua va bit giam
tang ni, Phat tu?

2. Ai da giét chét nhiing sinh vién day long
yéu nudc?

3. C6 phai Chinh phu dang bao vé tu do bao
chi bang cach téng giam cac phéng vién bao
Tu Do va phéng vién nuée ngoai?
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4. Phu nt Viét Nam tu hao ¢6 duge nhiing
ngudi nhu Mai Tuyét An, Lé Thi Hanh, va vo
ciing xau hd khi ding chung hang ngii véi ba
Ng6 Dinh Nhu.
5. Quan nhan khong thé bi lam dung dé bao
vé ngai vang ché do.
Nhiing khdu hiéu néu trén sé dudc sinh vién
dan 1én bAt ci noi nao.

Canh bao:

- Trong suét thoi gian dau tranh tuyét thuc,
cong trudng phai duge déng chit va cé
nguoci canh gid.

- Néu bi nguioi cia Chinh phu tan cong, hay
giti binh tinh. Dung khin vai tu tréi tay
minh va liang 1& 1én xe cho ho bét.

- Khi bi dua vao trai tap trung, hay tiép tuc
cudc dau tranh. Chi ch4p nhan vé nha khi
tat ca moi nguoi khac déu dugce tha ra.

- Néu truong hoc bi déng ctia, hay bién cac
thu vién, rap chiéu béng, nha hang...
thanh noi tranh dau.

- Giai doan 3: T4t ca sinh vién, hoc sinh dong
loat ra nhau di vao ciac nha tu cia Chinh phu.

- Giai doan 4: T4t ca sinh vién, hoc sinh déu
c6 quyén ty do chon lya cac hinh thtc [dau
tranh nhu] m6 bung, tu thiéu hay tuyét thuc.

- Giai doan 5: La giai doan cudi ciing va khin
c&p. Phat dong téng dinh cong va 1at d6 chinh
quyen.
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Phan cudi cung trong van ban ctia nhan chiing
nay 12 mot cAu chuyén sinh dong cung cdp cho
ching ta btc tranh cu thé vé phuong thtc hanh
xti cia Chinh quyén nham phan tng lai cudc dau
tranh cta sinh vién hoc sinh né ra sau vu téng
t4n cong cac chua vao dém 20-8-1963. Day 1a cau
chuyén x4y ra véi chinh ban than nhan chtng khi
anh ta bi bat giit:

“Vao sang thi Bay ngay 24 thang 8 nim 1963,
sinh vién tu tap 6 khoa Luat dé gdp 6ng Vii Vin
MaAu, nguoi cé bang Thac si Luat hoc tai Phap,
Bb6 trudng Ngoai giao va la Gido su Khoa Luat
tai Pai hoc [Sai Gon]. Ong da dua don tu chiic
Bé trudng Ién Téng théng Ngé Dinh Diém.
“Khi 6ng MAu vira roi khoi xe Iic 9 gio sang, cac
sinh vién reo ho chao dén. Trong sin truong
truéc Khoa Luét, sinh vién ngoi bét ngay trén
mét dat dé ling nghe éng néi chuyén, nhung vi
qua déng nguoi nén phai ding dén loa phéng
thanh. Mot sé sinh vién di vao giang duong
I6n nhat, trong khi sé con lai ngéi yén trong
san. Sau khi nghe 6ng Vii Vdn MAau va vi Khoa
truéng Khoa Luat cho mot s6 loi khuyén, [dai
dién] sinh vién da dua ra mét ban Tuyén bé.
Ban Tuyén bé duoc tat ca sinh vién tan thanh
va vb tay vang déi, mot s6 nguoi qua phan
khich da coi giay ra va dip manh lén mat ban,
lam hu hong mét so.

“Trong khi moi viéc dang dién ra nhu thé thi
quan déi tran vao Khoa Luat. Ong Vi Van
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Mau da yéu cau ho riit lui, cdc sinh vién nho dé
6 thé rit ém ma khong gép su co.

“Khi ay, téi cung 200 sinh vién khéc di dén ché
Phan khoa Khoa hoc dé van dong sinh vién &
d6 khong tham du ky thi tuyén vao Phan khoa
Duogc. Céc thi sinh da hudng ting, xé bo va doét
gidy lam bai thi. Thé réi xay ra x6 xat gitta sinh
vién vdi canh sat. Canh sat Iic dé da bat gitt ba
phong vién nguoi My.

“Trén duong quay trd lai, khi con cach Khoa
Luat khoang 100 mét, toi nghe cé tiéng la Ién:
‘N6 kia, né kia kia! Bdt 1ay né!” Téi vita quay lai
thi bat ngo bi ddm manh hai lan vao déi mat
réi bi x6 té nhao, dap mét xudng san mot chiéc
xe jeep. Mot quan nhén ra lénh: “Dua khan tay
cho tao.” Téi lam theo. Ong ta dung khin bit
mat téi lai, réi dung dao gdm ké sat co toi de
doa: ‘May ma la lén tao sé giét ngay.’

“Chi trong choc lat da c6 ba nguoi khac bi day
lén xe va ciing bi dé1 xuit hét nhu véi téi. Ching
toi bi bit mit ndm trén san xe dua di. Khoang
mét tiéng rudi sau thi xe ding lai. C6 tiéng
quat: “Budc ra va di theo tao.” Chung téi vang
lénh buéc ra, nhung mai dida bi dan di theo mét
huéng khac nhau. Mét nguoi ké dao gidm sat
bén suon téi, de doa: “Bon tao la Tinh bao quin
déi, may khéng duge néi déi. May cé phai thanh
vién trong ﬁy ban Lién khoa khong?’ ‘Khong,
khéng... ciing gibng nhu céc sinh vién khac, téi
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chi di dén Phin khoa Khoa hoc théi.” ‘Thé cdn
cude cia may dau? “Trong tui sau cia téi.” Ong
ta s0 soang trong tui téi mot lat réi néi: ‘Tot
Idm... may c6 can dén to mot tram dong trong
vi khong?’ ‘Khong, khong... thua 6ng.” ‘Vay thi
tot, 0 yén diy nhé. May ma chay Ia tao bdn bd.’
“Mot lat sau, chiéc xe jeep vot di. Toé1 giat cai
khan bit mat ra. Téi dang & trong mot don dién
cao su. Téi c6 hét stic la 16n: Xin chao, cé6 ai &
day khéng?” C6 tiéng tra loi: ‘Chiing téi & day.’
Téi chay vé phia dé va hét siic vui ming khi
gdap duoc hai sinh vién khac. Khong néi duoc
101 nao, ching téi 6m cham lay nhau miing ré.
Hai nguoi ban té1 do rdach buom va vdy mau.
“Sao cac ban dén ndi nay?” Mot nguoi giai thich:
‘Ho xé 4o téi, roi dung dao gam rach trén nguc
t61. Xem nay.’ Vira néi anh ta vira md niit 4o
vach nguc ra cho téi xem, mau tuoi van con ri
chay tir cac vét cdt trén nguc anh. Téi héi hai
nguoi: ‘Con mét ban nita ddu réi?’ ‘Chiing téi
khoéng biét.” Nguoi bi thuong néi: ‘Bay gio toi
phai bang bé vét thuong, roi ching ta sé di tim
ban ay.’

“T61 da hoc dugc cach so ctiu khi tham gia
huéng dao sinh. Téi lién cdi 4o thun, xé ra va
tim it 14 cAy c6 tac dung cAm mau réi bang bé
vét thuong cho ban. Xong, chiing t61 cuiing nhau
di tim anh ban con lai nhung vé ich, khong
thdy chiit ddu vét nao cia anh dy. Mt troi bat
dau lin dan xuéng khuat sau nhiing ciy cao
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su. Mot nguoi ban toi néi: ‘Cé 1é anh Ay bi bon

linh bat di theo. BAy gid chiing ta phai roi khoi

rung cao su nay théi.’
“Chiing téi di bé vé hudng tiy doc theo duong

16 cao su, sau hon mét gio dong hé thi géap quéc

16 15. Chiing t61 dang ¢ cach Sai Gon 50 ki-

16-mét, trén con duong Sai Gon-Viing Tau. Lat

sau, chiing t6i dén dugc mot chiéc xe khach va
lén xe. Khi vé dén Sai Gon, chiing t6i chdng con
déng nao dé tra tién xe, vi bon Tinh bdo quén
doé1 da cubp sach tién cua chiing téi. Thay tinh
canh ching téi nhu thé, nguoi chu xe ciing théi
khéng héi tién.

“Khi t6i vé dén nha thi di 7 gio téi, mdi phat
hién ra la [may cd ddm da lam] ca ving da
quanh mat téi bAm tim.”

C4u chuyén do chinh nhén chiing ké lai da cho
ching ta nhiéu chi tiét rd nét vé thuc trang dién ra
trong phong trao ddu tranh vao lic d6. Bic tranh
dan ap cua Chinh pht Diém khong chi c6 nhiing nét
phan dan chi, ma con bi boi den mot cach thé tham
bdi cach hanh xi ciia nhiing ngudi thi hanh coéng
vu theo 161 cén do, cong khai hanh ha va cuép giat
tién bac ctia nguoi dan mot cach thoé bao, thiéu vian
héa. Diéu nay gidi thich vi sao méi ngay ngudsi dan
tht d6 déu phai “suy ton Ngo Téng Thong” nhung
chi ngay sau khi ché& d6 sup d6 thi ho 1ap ttc bay t6
niém vui miing voé han va céng khai bay t6 su ung
ho nhiing ngudi dao chinh.
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5. NHUNG THONG TIN TRAI CHIEU

Trong s6 47 nhan chiing dugc phdng van, ngoai
nhiing ngudi do chinh Phai doan chon lya va tim
gép, con c6 mot s6 tu nguyén tim dén gip Phai doan
dé cung c4p thoéng tin. D6 14 cdc nhan ching ti s6
thi ty 36 dén 43. Ching ta c¢6 thé tim thdy nhiing
thong tin trai chiéu dugc cung cip tit mot s6 trong
cac nhan chiing nay. Tuy nhién, c¢6 vé nhu cac thong
tin nay chi€m ty 1& quéa it dé c6 thé lam thay déi
nhan thtc vé su that. Hon niia, hau hét cac théng
tin nay déu dudc dua ra theo cach vo doan, mot
chiéu va khong c6 nhiing chiing ct xac thuc di kém.
Thong tin trai chiéu cling dudc thay 6 mot vai nhan
ching thudéc nhém d6i tugng khac, thuong 1a biéu
16 sy v6 cam, khong quan tAm dén cudc dau tranh
dang dién ra ciia Phat gido. Ching t6i déc biét luu
y thay diéu nay 6 cac nhan chtng la thanh vién
ctia Uy ban Lién hiép Bdo vé Phat giao Thuan tuy,
von 12 mot Uy ban gdm 7 thanh vién do Chinh pht
Diém van dong dung 1én vao ngay 24-8-1963, ngay
sau khi ho da tién hanh chién dich bd rap va bat
giam hau hét cac vi lanh dao Phat giso.

Khi dugc héi rang Chinh pht va quan ddi c6 can
thiép gi trong hoat déng 6 chuia ctia ho khong, cac vi
su nay da tra 16i 12 khong. Du vay, ho thita nhan 1a
vao dém 20-8-1963, ca thay 30 vi su trong chua déu
bi bat di. Tuy nhién, sau dé tat cad déu dudc tha ra
sau mot cudc xét hoi ngan. Khi duge héi vé noi dung
tra xét, ho cho biét Chinh pht da héi ho diing vé
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phia nhiing ngudi biéu tinh hay vé phia Chinh pht.
Ho tra 161 ho khong tham gia gi, khong c6 quan hé
gi v6i nhiing ngudi biéu tinh va ho muén duy tri
quan hé t6t véi Chinh phu.

The CHAIRMAN: When you were asked whether
you were sympathetic with the demonstrators,
what was your answer? And when you
were asked about your relations with the
Government, what was your answer?

WITNESS: Our answer to the first question was
that we hadn’t done anything; we had no part
to play. Our answer to the second question
was that we have good relations with the
Government and we intend to keep them that
way.

Khi dugdc héi vé tu do ton gido, ho néi: “Khong
c6 tré ngai hay ap luc gi ca. Chiing téi hoan toan
duogc tu do.” (No obstacles or pressure in any way.
We had complete freedom.)

Mot théng tin trai chiéu khac dugc dua ra béi
nhan ching tht 18, dic biét v6i su hién dién cua
nhiéu ngudi nhung chi duy nhat nhan ching nay la
nguoi tra 16i cac cau hdi cua Phai doan (A number
of witnesses were present and only one of them
would answer the Mission’s questions).

Mr. CORREA DA COSTA: Have any of your
rights been violated?

WITNESS: There have been no restrictions
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whatsoever here. We have full liberty to
practise our religion.

The CHAIRMAN: Has there been any restriction
in other pagodas elsewhere in the country?
WITNESS: Up until now there has been no

trouble at all.

The CHAIRMAN: Anywhere?

WITNESS: Since the establishment of the
Republic of Viet Nam, Buddhism in this
country has grown to a great extent. There
are already 1,000 pagodas in this country.

Ong Mr. Correa Da Costa: Cé bat ctt quyén tu
do nao cua quy vi bi xAm pham hay khoéng?

Nhan chiing: O day khéng c6 bat ky su han ché
nao ca. Ching téi duoc tu do hoan toan trong
su tu tap theo ton gido clia minh.

Trudng doan: C6 han ché nao ¢ nhiing chua
khac thudéc nhiing noi khac trong nudc hay
khoéng?

Nhan chiing: Cho dén Iic nay thi khéng cé bat
ky khé khén nao ca.

Truéng doan: O dau ciing vay sao?

Nhan chiing: Tt khi thanh I1ap Chinh phu Viét
Nam Céng hoa, Phat gido ¢ dat nudc nay da
phat trién hét sic manh mé. Hién dd cé dén
1.000 ngdi chuia trén khap nudc.

Khi dugc hdi vé cac van dé dang dién ra véi Phat
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gido Viét Nam, nhan chiing nay boc 16 rd sy thdé 6 vo
cam. Ngdi chiia nay khong cé ai bi bat.

The CHAIRMAN : What is the feeling here about
the arrests which have taken place elsewhere?

WITNESS: Our feeling is just that if they are
arrested, that is their affair. They may have
trouble with the Government - maybe they
have violated the law. We can only accept the
fact and it does not affect us.

The CHAIRMAN: Is it a fact that some monks
have burned themselves?

WITNESS : Like you, we have only heard about
this. We have not seen it.

The CHAIRMAN: The whole world knows this
and the Government admits it. What is your
feeling about it ?

WITNESS: The monks that burned themselves
belonged to sects other than this one. This one is
a long-established sect; it goes back 200 years.
Those people burned themselves in the name of
their sect. There is no connexion between those
suicides and this particular sect.

The CHAIRMAN: As human beings, what are
your feelings about these suicides?

WITNESS : Perhaps they had a reason to burn
themselves, but we do not understand this
reason. In recent history, there have been
no cases of suicidal burning. This may have
occurred in the past, but not recently,

118



111. KET QUA DIEU TRA

The CHAIRMAN : What were your feelings when
you heard that these monks and co-religionists
had burned themselves?

WITNESS: According to our belief, of course,
whenever we hear about such things, we are
sorry and we pray that their souls will go to
heaven.

Vi Trudng doan: Quy vi 6 diy cam thay thé nao vé
nhiing vu bat bé dién ra 6 nhiéu noi khac?

Nhan chiing: Chiing téi chi cam thay la, néu ho bi
bét thi dé Ia chuyén cia ho. C6 thé ho c6 van dé
véi Chinh phti - ¢6 thé ho vi pham phap luat.
Chung toi chi c6 thé chap nhan thuc té dy va
diéu dé khong anh hudng dén chiing toi.

Vi Trudng doan: Cé phai thuc téla da c6 mét s6 vi
tang tu thiéu?

Nhan chiing: Ciing giébng nhu cic 6ng, chiing toi
chi nghe néi théi. Chung téi khong nhin thay
diéu do.

Vi Trudng doan: Ca thé gidi déu biét viéc nay va
Chinh pht ciing da thia nhan. Ong cdm thay
thé nao vé viéc nay?

Nhan ching: Vi su tu thiéu thudc vé mot tong phai
khac, khéng phai tong phai nay. Téng phai nay
duge thanh lap tu rat lau, dén 200 nam truée.
Nhiing nguoi tu thiéu nhan danh téng phai cua
ho. Khéng c6 méi lién hé nao giiia nhiing vu tu
thiéu do voi tong phai nay:.
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Vi Trudng doan: Tix géc dé con nguoi, ciac vi cam
thay thé nao vé nhiing vu tu thiéu nay?

Nhan chiing: C6 16 ho ¢6 mét Iy do dé tu thiéu,
nhung ching téi khéng hiéu duge 1y do nay.
Trong lich su gan day, khong cé truong hop tu
thiéu nao ca. Diéu nay cé thé di tung xdy ra
trong qua khit, nhung khéng phai gian day.

Vi Trudng doan: Cam xiuc cua éng thé nao khi
nghe biét viéc nhiing vi su nay, nhiing nguoi
dong dao cua minh da tu thiéu than?

Nhan ching: TAt nhién, theo niém tin cua chiing
téi, méi khi nghe nhiing chuyén nhu thé thi
chiing téi 1y lam tiéc va chiing téi cAu nguyén
cho huong linh ctia ho duge siéu thoat.

Nhan chiing tht 36 124 mot ngudi tu nguyén dén
gap Phai doan. Anh ta cung cdp mot loat thong tin
hoan toan 1ap lai nhiing quan diém caa Chinh phu
ma ching ta da tim hiéu. D6 14, Viét cong da loi
dung van dé ctia Phat gido, da xen vao kich dong,
xul giuc ngudoi Phat ti. DAy 1a 161 khai cia nhan
chiing nay:

The Communists, as you know, are trying to

infiltrate this country and since you are seeking

the truth there is no doubt that following the

Buddhist incidents the communist Viet-Cong

has been trying to take advantage of the

situation...

Nhiing nguoi Céng san, nhu quy vi da biét,

dang c6 xdm nhap vao dat nudc nay, va vi quy
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vi dang diéu tra su that, ré6 rang khong nghi
ngo gi nia, theo sau nhiing bién cé cua Phat
gido, Viét cong da c6'loi dung tinh thé nay...

... As to the suicides by burning and the
demonstrations, that was inspired by the
Communists. The Government has given
freedom of worship; the Government has not
oppressed the Buddhists.

... Con vé nhiing vu tu thiéu va biéu tinh, dé
1a do su kich déng cua nhiing nguoi Céng san.
Chinh phu da ban hanh tu do tin ngudng;
Chinh phu khéng c6 dan ap Phat gido.

Tuy nhién, phai doan khong chi ling nghe mot
chiéu, ho ciing ch&t v&n nhiing diém khong hop ly.
Vi nhan chiing cho rang Chinh pht hoan toan ton
trong tu do tin ngudng, mét thanh vién Phai doan
da dat cau hoi:

Myr. KOIRALA: We know, and the Government
has admitted it, that there are hundreds of
Buddhists in prison. How do you account for
this ?
WITNESS : The priests and monks have only
one thing to do, to stay in their temples and
say their prayers; if they come out and cause
disturbances, it is normal that they are placed
in a quiet place so that they cannot carry out
such activities.

Mr. KOIRALA: Thich Tinh Khiet, a most
respected Buddhist, was he not also arrested?
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WITNESS : During a time when the Government
is fighting for its freedom and liberty in this
country, whoever creates a threat to the security
of the nation must be put in jail.

Mr. Koirala: Chung to61 dugc biét, va Chinh phu

ciing da thira nhan, rang hién cé hang tram

Phat tit con bi giam trong tu. Ong gidi thich

diéu nay thé nao?

Nhan ching: Cac thay tu chi c6 mét viée duy

nhat dé lam 1a & yén trong chua lo tung kinh.

Néu ho di ra ngoai va gy réi, diéu tu nhién Ia

phai nhét ho vao mot noi dé ho khéng thé giy

rél niia.

Mr. Koirala: Chédng phai Hoa thugng Thich

Tinh Khiét, mét bac thdy dang kinh nhat cua

Phat gido ciing bi bat dé sao?

Nhan chiing: Trong lhic Chinh phu dang né luc

chién dau cho tu do ¢ dat nude nay, thi bat cit ai

tao ra méi de doa dén an ninh quéc gia déu phai
bi nhét hét vao tu.

C6 vé nhu tinh khach quan cua nhan chiing da
bi nghi ngd sau nhiing thong tin mét chiéu ma anh
ta cung cap. Vi thé, mot thanh vién trong doan chat
van:

Mr. GUNEWARDENE: You have repeated no
less than six times that you are a Buddhist.
What was the necessity for you to impress on
us that you are a Buddhist, so many times?
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WITNESS : Because I want to impress you with
the fact that I am a Buddhist and that in this
country Buddhists can practise their religion.
Mr. Gunewardene: Ong da ldp lai khéng it hon
6 1an ring 6ng la Phat ti. C6 gi cdn thiét dé ong
phai nhan manh vdéi ching téi qua nhiéu lan
viéc 6ng la Phat ta?

Nhan ching: Bdi vi téi muén nhan manh vdéi
cac 6ng su that rang téi 1a Phat tu va rang 6
dat nudc nay Phat ti c6 thé thuc hanh tén gido
cua ho.

Hau hét nhiing thong tin trai chiéu chi 14 su lip
lai cac lap luan do Chinh phu da dua ra truée d6 vé
su can thiép ctua nhiing ngudi Cong san, déng thoi
pht nhan hoan toan su phan biét va dan ap cua
Chinh phu déi véi Phat gido. Va nhu da néi, theo
nhu ghi nhan trong ban Phuc trinh thi nhiing théng
tin loai nay chiém mot ty 1é rat thap va khéng c6
tinh thuyét phuc.

I VAI SU THAT LICH SU

Lich st luén c6 nhiing dién tién bat ngd va ngoai
du tinh ctia ching ta. Cudc diéu tra ctia Phai doan
Lién Hiép Quéc dién ra ngay sau thoi diém ma cudce
d&u tranh doi binh ding cta Phat gido tai mién
Nam Viét Nam bi dan 4p dén miic @6 khoc liét nhat
bdi tran can quét cia Chinh pht 6ng Diém vao dém
20-8-1963. T4t ca cac vi 1anh dao chti chét cia Phat
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giao déu bi bét giam, de doa; tham chi sinh vién hoc
sinh tham gia biéu tinh 6n hoa tng ho Phat gido
ciing bi bat giam va “cai huan”. Thé roi ngay trong
thoi gian Phai doan van con luu trd tai Sai Gon thi
ch& d6 dan ap Phat gido nay da sup d6 sau cudc dao
chinh cua chinh nhiing tuéng 1anh quin doi ting
phuc vu trong 1ong ché do.

Truébe su that lich st d6, do1 v6i nhiing nguoi Viét
Nam da ting song trong thoi gian dién ra nhiing
bién dong nay thi cau hoi “Cé dan ap Phat gido hay
khong” 12 moét cau hoi qua thita. Tuy nhién, dé61 véi
thé hé nhiing nguoi di sau khong dugc truc tiép
chiing kién, cling nhu tif géc nhin cia nhiing ngusi
sdng ngoai nudc, thi su that nay cting nhu nhiéu van
dé lién quan khac tinh t& hon da va dang bi mot s6
ngudi c6 tinh nhan thic theo huéng bép méo va sai
léch. Diéu d6 khién cho vai trd thuc su cua phong
trao Phat gido nam 1963 cling nhu cua nhiéu vi lanh
dao phong trao bi hiéu sai hodic quy chup theo huéng
hoan toan khong dung véi sy that lich su.

Bang vao nhiing ghi chép khach quan va chinh
xac trong Phic trinh A/5630, ching ta c6 thé xéc
dinh dudc mot s6 nét co ban nhat vé giai doan day
bién dong nay, thong qua d6 nhan thic duge mot
cach chinh xac va diy du hon vé nhiing gi da dién
ra trong lich st. Tuy nhién, trudc khi c6 thé dit
niém tin vao nhiing gi ghi chép trong ban Phiic
trinh nhu mot ci liéu lich sti, chiing ta cAn khach
quan nhéan hiéu mét vai gia tri thuc t& vé chinh ban
Phic trinh nay.
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Mot trong cac tai liéu bang Anh ngii c6 dé cap
dén ban Phic trinh nay, hay néi chinh x4c hon 1a
dén cudc diéu tra cua Phai doan Lién Hiép Quéc, 1a
tap Khao luan da xuit ban mang tua dé “A United
Nations High Commissioner For Human Rights”
(Mot Cao Uy Lién Hiép Quéc v& Nhan Quyén) ctia
Giao su Roger Stenson Clark, do Martinus Nijhoff
(Ha Lan), xudt ban ndm 1972.

Tac gia cua cong trinh khao luan, Gido su
Roger Stenson Clark, 12 nguci New Zealand, giang
su vé Luat hoc tai truong Victoria University of
Wellington. Ong nhan duge hoc bong nghién ctu
cua Dai hoc Luat Columbia tai New York trong hai
nam 1968 va 1969. DAy cting 1a thdi gian 6ng quan
tam dén mot co ché bao vé nhan quyén 6 cap do
quoc t& (International Protection of Human Rights)
khi lam no1 trad tai cd quan Human Rights Division
thudc Van phong Téng Thu ky Lién Hiép Quéc vao
thang 8 nam 1968.

Tu d6, 6ng thu thap tai liéu, nghién ciiu, thao
luan véi nhiéu ban dong nghiép va hoan thanh khao
luan “A United Nations High Commissioner For
Human Rights”. Nhiing y kién ctia 6ng trong khdo
luan nay da gép phan vao su hinh thanh Van phong
Cao uy Lién Hiép Quéc vé Nhan quyén (Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights - OHCHR) vao ngay 20-12-1993, ttc la hon
20 nam sau khi tap sach ra doi.
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Tap khao luan gom 7 chuong. Trong Chuong I11I,
The Function of the Commissioner, muc a, trang
67, dng c6 dé cap dén Phai doan Diéu tra Lién Hiép
Quoc tai Viet Nam vao nam 1963 véi doan van sau:

“It arrived in Saigon in late October and heard

a number of witnesses. Unfortunately for the

scholar, the affair ended inconclusively as a

result of the successful coup against President

Diem that took place while the Mission was in

Saigon.”

(Phai doan dén Sai Gon vao cudi thiang 10 [ndm

1963] va da nghe mét sé6 nhin chiing. Khong

may cho nhém nghién ciiu, céng viéc da két

thic khéng di dén két qua cuéi cung vi cude dao
chianh Téng théng Diém thanh coéng khi Phai
doan dang ¢ Sai Gon.)

Uy tin cta Gido su Roger Stenson Clark va gia
tri tu than caa tap khao luan t4t nhién mang lai cho
doan trich trén mot miic dd xac tin cao va thuyét
phuc ngusi doc. Tuy nhién, dua vao ndi dung cua
chinh ban Phic trinh nhu chiing ta da trich dan va
phan tich trén, doan vén nay ciing can dugc xem
xét lai. Hon thé niia, 6ng Nguyén Vian Luc, mot tri
thiic Cong gido ¢ My, trong mot bai viét mang tua
dé “Lién Hiép Qudc va cudc khung hoang Phat gido
1963”7, con ddy xa hon mtic d6 sai léch khi trich dan
gian tiép va khong day du doan vén trén:

“Theo Clark thi cudc diéu tra, bat ddu vao
cudi thang 10 va két thiic khi cuéc ddo chanh
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TT Ngé Dinh Diém thanh céng, khéng cé két
ludn, “the affair ended inconclusively”.

No6i rang cuoc diéu tra khong cé két luan 1a mot
su vd doan sai lam, va c6 tinh lac din nguoi doc,
bdi nhiém vu cia Phai doan diéu tra la Phic trinh
két qua diéu tra lén Dai Hoi Pong Lién Hiép Quéc,
nhu da duge dé ra tit ddu. Néu ho duge giao thAm
quyén két luan, thi viéc dua van dé ra thao luan
trong Dé muc 77 tai Ky hop Thuong nién thua 18
cua Dai Hoi Dong Lién Hiép Quoc nhu du tinh sé
12 mot viéc 1am thiua. Hon thé niia, Clark cé 1& da
dua vao dién tién bat ngs cua su kién ddo chinh
nam ngoai du tinh nén cho rang cudc diéu tra
chua dat dén két qua cudi cung, nhung ban than
nhiing ngudi thuc hién cudc diéu tra lai hoan toan
khong néi nhu thé. Vao budi sang ngay 1 thang 11,
Phai doan da c6 quyét dinh danh gia 1a sé hoan
tat moi viéc lién quan dén Viét Nam vao chiéu t6i
ngay 3-11-1963 va roi Sai Gon trong cung ngay.
(Finally, the Mission had decided on the morning
of 1 November, that it was in a position to complete
its task regarding Viet-Nam by the evening of 3
November, and set that date for its departure from
Saigon.) Vao lic d6, moi viéc dang dién tién binh
thuong va Phai doan chua hé hay biét gi vé cudc
dao chinh. Chi dén 2 gi¢ chiéu ngay 1-11, Phai
doan mdéi nhan biét dude nhiing dau hiéu dau tién
vé cudc dao chinh, ngay sau khi da hoan t4t budi
phong van va tré vé tit nha ti cia Trung tAm Tham
vén Nha Téng Giam Déc Canh sat Quéc gia. (The
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first indications of the insurrection reached the
Mission at the Hotel Majestic at about 2 p.m. on
1 November. The Mission had just returned from
the Trung-Tam Tham-Van Cua Nha Tong-Giam-
Doc Canh-Sat-Quoc-Gia Prison.) Nhu vay, c6 thé
két luan 1a cudc diéu tra da buébe vao giai doan cudi
cung, khi nhiing ngudi thuc hién xét thay da hoan
tat dugc tat cd nhiing cong doan can thiét.

Vi Trudng doan ciing khing dinh diéu nay mét
lan niia khi tit ch6i 161 moi tiép tuc 6 lai caa Hoi
dong Quan nhan Cach mang, néu rd 1a céng viéc
diéu tra cua Phai doan theo du kién da hoan tat
va viéc ¢ lai thém qui ngay khdéi hanh da dinh 1a
khong can thiét. (The Chairman stated that he
did not consider it necessary for the Mission to
remain in Viet-Nam beyond the day it had fixed
for its departure, because it had completed its
investigations as contemplated by its terms of
reference.)

Mot doan van khac trong ban Phuc trinh cho thay
Phai doan khéng chi hoan tat nhiém vu diéu tra tai
Viét Nam, ma sau khi roi Viéet Nam van tiép tuc nd
luc chuén bi vin ban dé trinh 1én Pai Hoi Pong Lién
Hiép Quéc dung nhu nhiém vu da dudc giao. “Sau khi
tré vé Tru sé Lién Hiép Quéc, Phai doan da té chic
mot s6 cube hop dé xem xét ban bao cdo sé trinh Ién
Dai Héi Pong.” (After its return to United Nations
Headquarters, the Mission held a number of meetings
to consider its report to the General Assembly.) N6i

128



IV. VAI SU THAT LICH SU

cach khéc, khong c6 ghi nhan nao trong ban Phuc
trinh néi rang cudc dao chinh ngay 1-11-1963 da lam
gian doan hay tré ngai cho nhiém vu diéu tra cua
Phai doan.

Theo mot cach nhin nhan khac, khi phan tich
toan bd Phuc trinh A/5630, ching ta thdy ro tinh
hoan chinh ctia vin ban, khéng chi 6 nhiing phan
trinh bay su chuén bi cing nhu phucng thic lam
viéc ctua Phai doan, ma con thé hién rat rd trong cac
phan ghi nhan két qua phdéng van cac nhan vat lién
quan ma Phai doan da chon lua, dong thdi cling ghi
nhan ca viéc Phai doan hoan t4t viéc tong hop va hé
thong tt ca cac cao budc nhan duge va da chuyén
dén Chinh phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Ban Phic trinh
cling ghi nhan ca nhiing y kién tra 16i cao budc ti
phia Chinh phu, trong d6 c¢6 viéc phtt nhéan cai chét
cta nii sinh Quach Thi Trang trong cudc biéu tinh
ngay 25-8-1963, rang Chinh phu Viét Nam khong
hé nhan dudc bao cio nao vé su viéc nay. (No young
girl was killed during the demonstration of 25
August 1963; the Viet-Namese authorities have not
received any report of such an incident.) TAt nhién,
tat ca ching ta déu biét diay 1a mot sy phu nhan
hoan toan déi tra, bdi cai chét cia Quach Thi Trang
c6 su chting kién ctia hang ngan ngudi va da gay xuc
ddéng sau xa trong long hang triéu nguci khac niia,
nén Chinh pht khéong thé néi 1a “hoan toan khéng
biét”, trit phi ho c6 tinh néi déi nhu thé.

Nhiing ghi nhan chi tiét va hoan chinh véi day
du cac quy trinh can thiét ciia mot cudc diéu tra
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cho phép chiing ta tin chic rang Phai doan da hoan
tat dugc nhiém vu cia ho va khong chiu anh hudng
gi dang ké tu su kién dao chinh. Tinh hoan chinh
nay cting dugc Giao su Clark ghi nhan va danh gia
cao trong khao luan cta 6ng, ngay trong cing doan
van vita trich dan trén. Ong viét: “Tuy nhién, viéc
bé nhiém Phéi doan diéu tra nay da déng gép mot
tién 1é quy gia, va ban Phic trinh dé sé ghi chép
nhiéu tién trinh diéu tra cua Phai doan la nhiing
gia tri quy bau cho bat ky phai doan quéc té diéu
tra su that nao trong tuong lai.” (However, the
appointment of the Mission constituted a valuable
precedent and its voluminous report contains much
on the Mission’s procedures that is of value to any
future international fact-finder.)

Nhu vay, véi cac yéu t6 phan tich trén, ching ta
¢6 thé tin chic réng Phic trinh A/5630 1a mét céng
trinh hoan chinh, thé hién day da két qua ctia nhiing
nd luc diéu tra c6 phuong phap khoa hoc, dude thuc
hién bdi mot Phai doan bao gom nhiéu thanh vién
tit cac nubc khac nhau do Lién Hiép Quéc chi dinh
va giao ph6 nhiém vu mdot cach khach quan dé1 véi
vén dé vi pham nhéan quyén, ma cu thé 1a dan ap
Phat gido tai Viéet Nam. Véi miic dd xac tin nhu thé,
ching ta c6 thé ghi nhan mét s6 su that quan trong
ti né1 dung Phuc trinh nay nhu sau:

1. Bat binh dang tén giao Ia co that
Mot trong cac Phu luc duge dua kém theo ban
Phiic trinh 14 noi dung Du s6 10. Qua dé, cio budc
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cta cic nhan ching 14 ddng that, vi ¢6 thé déi chiéu
rd rang v6i vian ban nay. Sau khi quy dinh hang
loat cac bién phap kiém soat khit khe caa Chinh
phu d61 vé6i tat ca cac ton gido (bi xem nhu cac hoi
doan), Diéu 44 da cong khai tach riéng Thién Chua
gido ra khéi tam anh hudng cia Du s6 10 nhu mot
ngoai lé.

Phai doan ciing ghi nhan da s6 tuyét doi tin d6
Phat gido trong nhiing ngudi bi giam giti ma ho
tiép xtc. Trube sy that nay, vi Trudng doan da chat
vén ong Nguyén Dinh Thuén, Bé trudéng Pht Tong
Thong: “Chung t6i mudn biét tai sao tat ca nhiing
ngudi bi giam gid, du la sinh vién hay cac thanh
phan khac, déu chi toan 1a tin dé6 Phat gido, bao
gdm ca cac vi tang si da tung tham gia dam phan
[v6i Chinh phu] truée day?” (We would like to know
how it is then that all those people who have been
detained, whether students or others, are only
Buddhists, including the monks, who took part in
previous negotiations?)

2. Dan ap Phat giao I1a co that

Viéc bat giam hang loat tang ni Phat ti Viét
Nam ma khong dua ra dugc chiing ¢ pham t61 nao
12 mot su that khong thé phu nhan. Phai doan da
tiép xuc va ghi nhan su that nay tiu cac sinh vién
hoc sinh con dang bi giam trong trai “cai huan”
va cac vi tang si dang con bi giam trong tu. Chinh
pht cling cong khai thita nhan c6 dén khoang 300
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ngudi van con bi giam gidi. Dac biét, Phai doan da
tiép xtc dugce v6i mot s6 vi 1anh dao Phat gido dang
con bi giam giti 1a Thich Tri Tha, Thich Quang
Lién, Thich Tam Giac, Thich Tam Chéau, Thich
Dtic Nghiép, Thich Tién Minh va cu si Chanh Tri
Mai Tho Truyén. Phai doan cling xac nhan dudc
viéc tang ni Phat ti bi thuong tich trong cudc tdn
cong cac chua dém 20-8-1963 qua viéc viéng tham
Bénh vién Duy Tan. Rat nhiéu nhan chiing khac 1a
nhiing ngudi truc tiép bi bat bs, danh dap, da cung
c&p cho Phai doan nhiing chiing ct khong thé phu
nhan vé viéc dan ap Phat gido, ké ca nhiing d4u vét
thuong tat do bi tdn céng va danh dap.

3. Phat giao khong tham gia chinh tri

Trong vin ban chinh thiic cting nhu qua nhiing
cudc phong van cac thanh vién Chinh phu, luan
diéu xuyén tac dugc lip lai nhiéu 1an nhat 1a cho
rang cudc ddu tranh ctia Phat gido mang muc dich
chinh tri va bi kich déng tit nhiing ngusi Cong san.
Phai doan da lién tuc lap lai yéu cau phia Chinh
phu dua ra chting ci. Tuy nhién, b4t chap nhiing
101 hia ti cac thanh vién Chinh phu, cho dén phut
cudi Phai doan vAn khéng nhan dugc bat ky vin
ban nao trong s6 cac van ban quan trong ma ho da
hiia sé cung cap, bao gdbm cac “tai liéu cia Céng san
dugc tim thdy trong cac chua”, “loi khai cua 6ng
Ding Ngoc Luu vé 4m muu chudn bi trude cia cong
san trong vu Dai Phat Thanh Hué”, “chiing nhan
cua chuyén gia y té rang cac nan nhan bi chét vi
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chéat né plastic cia Viét cong” v.v... Néi cach khac,
theo thong tin Phai doan thu thap dude thi lap luan
ctia Chinh pht chi 12 nhiing cao budc mot chiéu va
hoan toan khong c¢6 ching ci.

Trong thuc t&, ban Phic trinh khéng ghi nhan
bat ky truong hdp nao cho thay c6 méi lién hé gitia
cudc ddu tranh doi quyén binh ding tén gido caa
Phat gido véi cac yéu t6 chinh tri, cang khéng c6 bat
ky lién quan nao dén cudc dao chinh ctia cac tuéng
lanh quan doi ngay 1-11-1963. Trong sudt thoi gian
dién ra dao chinh va sau d6, Phat gido khong c6 bat
ky mot vai tro nao lién quan du 1a rat nho.

4 l~ II n I IIA ia h ; g n‘ IA

Hé qua cua nhiing céo budc trén 1la viéc quy
chup cho cac 1anh dao Phat gido, dac biét 1a Thugng
toa Thich Tri Quang, mét dong co chinh tri, cho
rang ho da st dung phong trao Phat gido nhu mot
cong cu phuc vu muu d6 chinh tri.

Tuy nhién, nhu da néi trén, Chinh phu ong
Diém khéng thuc su dua ra duge bat ky yéu to
chting minh nio ma chi cdo budéc mdt chiéu nhu
thé. Viéc Phai doan khong tiép xtc dudc véi Thuong
toa Thich Tri Quang vi ly do dang ty nan trong Toa
Dai st M§ c6 thé xem nhu mét chiing ct ngudgc lai,
cho thay Thuong toa khong c6 bat ky méi lién quan
nao dén cudc dao chinh, vi truée va trong khi dao
chinh dién ra thi Thugng toa van luén trong tinh
trang bi c6 lap hoan toan, khong dudc tiép xic véi
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b4t ky ai bén ngoai Toa Dai st My.

Doi véi tat ca cac vi 1anh dao Phat gido khac,
chiing ta cting khong thay ho git bat ky mot vai tro
nao lién quan dén luc lugng dao chinh, ké ca trude
va sau khi dao chinh dién ra.

Cudi cung, luc ludng dao chinh duge xac dinh
rd rang 1a quan doi dudi quyén cac tuéng lanh, con
nguyén nhan dao chinh 12 sy bat man ngay cang
gia ting trong dan ching d61 v6i Chinh phu ong
Diém vi nhiing chinh sach doc tai, ap ché. Diéu nay
thé hién rd qua cai chét thé tham ctia hai anh em
ong Diém, 6ng Nhu cing véi sy vui mirng ciia nguoi
dan Sai Gon sau ngay dao chinh, va ngay sau dé6
niia 12 su phan nd cua ngudi dan mién Trung doi
v6i ong Ngo Dinh Cén... T4t ca nhiing diéu d6 hoan
toan khong lién quan gi dén cudc dau tranh doi
binh déng ton gido cua Phat giéo.

No6i mot cach chinh xac hon thi vai tro duy nhat
cta Phat gido néu c6, don gian chi ndm ¢ viéc Phat
gido chi€ém mot ty 1& cao trong dan sd, va vi thé ma
da s6 quan nhan tham gia dao chinh déu cé nguoi
than, gia dinh 1a Phat ti. D6 c¢6 thé 12 mot phan
trong nhiing nguyén nhan va déng lyc thic day ho
tham gia dao chinh, nhung tuyét d6i khong thé vi
thé ma cho rang phong trao van dong cua Phat gido
c6 lién quan hay bi chi phéi béi nhiing ngusi dao
chinh. Tuong tu, cao budc vé su kich dong cua phe
Cong san cting hoan toan v6 cin ci va 1a mot su
xuyén tac su that.
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Cac tac gia cua Phuc trinh A/5630 1a nhiing
diéu tra vién hét stic khach quan va day tinh than
trach nhiém. Hon thé niia, phuong phap lam viéc
cua ho cting khach quan va khoa hoc, nén nhiing
két qua c6 duge 1a vo cung kha tin. Mic du da xay
ra cudc dao chinh bat ngs va ché do6 Ngé Dinh Diém
sup d6, nhung Phai doan van hoan tat cudc diéu tra
va tiép tuc chuédn bi ddy du van ban, bao gdm toan
b6 noéi dung Phic trinh va cac phu luc, dé dé trinh
lén Ky hop Thuong nién thd 18 cua Dai Hoi Dong
Lién Hiép Quéc ding nhu nhiém vu dude giao.

Cé vé nhu day la Phai doan Diéu tra diu tién
ctua Lién Hiép Qudc da tao ra duge “mot tién 1é quy
gia”va “nhiing gia tri quy bau cho bat ky phai doan
quéc té diéu tra su that nao trong tuong lai’, theo
nhu cach noéi cia Gido su Clark trong khao luan da
dAn. Tuy nhién, diéu dic biét nhat xay ra v6i Phai
doan nay 1a nhiing két qua diéu tra tan tuy nhu thé
da khoéng con can thiét phai dua ra thao luan trudc
Dai Hoi Dong Lién Hiép Quoc theo nhu du kién.
Diéu nay dudge quyét dinh va ghi lai trong bién ban
phién hop 1an thi 1280 vao ngay 13-12-1963 cua
DPai Hoi Déng & tiéu muc 5:

In the light of recent events in South Viet-
Nam, those who proposed Agenda Item 77
have informed me that they do not feel it
would be useful to discuss the item of this
time. Can I take it that, in the circumstances,
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the General Assembly feels it is not necessary
to continue the consideration of item 777

It was so decided.

Trong béi canh nhiing bién c¢6 gan day 6 Nam
Viét Nam, nhiing nguoi dé xuat Pé muc 77
trong Nghi trinh da théng bao vdi téi rang ho
thay viéc thdo luan dé muc 4y trong Ky hop
nay khéng con hitu ich nita. Trong truong hop
nay, liéu téi c¢6 thé xem nhu Pai Héi Pong
thdy rang khoéng con can thiét phai tiép tuc
xem xét Dé muc 77?

Va Pai Hoi Pong da quyét dinh nhu thé.

Nhu vay, nguyén nhan dua dén nhan dinh rang
Dé muc 77 khéng con can thiét phai xem xét niia
chinh 14 vi “nhiing bién c6 gan day”, ttic 1a cudc dao
chinh va su sup d6 ctia ch& @6 Ngb DPinh Diém. Mic
du vay, 6 tiéu muc 4 trudc d6, vi Chu toa da khong
quén xac nhan viéc cong bd két qua diéu tra trong
Phic trinh A/5630:
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Its report has just been issued [A/5630]. In
this connexion, I must sincerely thank Mr.
Pazhwak and Mr. Amor and all the members
of the mission for the full and detail report
which they have submitted and which they
adopted unanimously.

Phiic trinh cua [Phai doan] vira dugc cong bo’
[véi s6 hiéu A/5630]. Trong boi canh nay, toi
phai chan thanh cam on 6ng Pazhwak va éng
Amor cung tat ca thanh vién cia Phai doan
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vi da dé trinh mét ban Phiic trinh chi tiét va
day du véi su dong thuan tuyét doi.

Diéu nay mot 1an niia cho thay tinh hoan chinh
va gia tri xac thuc cia ban Phic trinh nay, ciing
nhu tai khing dinh viéc khong dua ban Phic trinh
ra thdo luan xem xét chi don gidn vi diéu d6 khong
con can thiét niia, chi hoan toan khong phai do két
qua cua viéc diéu tra.

Mac du vay, ching toéi hét stic ngac nhién khi
doc thay doan sau diy trong cting bai viét cua 6ng
Nguyén Vian Luc mang tua dé “Lién Hiép Quéc va
cuéc khung hoang Phat gido 1963”7, da dan trong
mot phan trude. N&u nhu & doan trude 6ng Luc chi
trich dAn mot cach gian tiép va khong day du, thi
phan trich dan duéi day lai sai léch hoan toan va
khién cho ngudi doc phai hoang mang vi khéng hiéu
dudc 6ng dang st dung tai liéu theo phuong thiic
nao. Ong Nguyén Van Luc vita nhan dinh mang
tinh két luan viia trich dan nhu sau:

“Cho nén, ban Phuc trinh cta Phai doan diéu
tra LHQ dudgc cong b6 vao ngay 13-12-1963 da c6
doan két luan nhu sau ra khoéi moi mong muén cua
cap lanh dao Phat gido tranh d4u:

“Nhiing t6 cao dé trinh 1én Pai Hoi Dong LHQ
nham chéng chinh quyén Ngé Pinh Diém
khéng ding viing sau khi phai doan diéu tra
moét cach khich quan. Khong hé cé ky thi
ciing nhu dan 4p ton giéo ciing khéng hé cé su
dung cham dén tu do tin nguéng. Khéng thé
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c6 mot cach nao khac dé phan doan nhiing
dit kién thuc té, nhiing va cham giiia mot hé
phéi, ma khéng phai la toan thé cong déng
Phat tir Viét Nam véi chinh quyén Ngé Dinh
Diém hoan toan cé tinh cach chinh tri. Pa s6
thanh vién cia phai doan diéu tra déu déng
y véi Chu tich [jy ban.” Report of the United
Nations Facts Finding Mission to South Viet
Nam. Washington: US government printing
office, 1964, 254 trang Ban Phuc trinh nay
duge LHQ cong b6 ngay 13-12-1963, hon hai
thang sau ngay dao chinh 1-11-1963.

“Trich ban dich tiéng Viét cia Nguyén Vy
Khanh trong cuén “Nb luc hoa binh dang dé” (Une
autre paix manquée). Bién c6 Phat gido 1963 ching
nhiing 14 mot that bai thé thadm vé mét chinh tri,
quan su ma con la mot that bai cd vé mét ton gido
niia.” (Hét trich)’

Truée hét, ching ta hay néi vé phuong thtc st
dung van ban. Ong Luc néi ring “b4n Phiic trinh...
... €6 doan két luan nhu sau”, nén ham y phan trich
dAn tiép theo dugc rut ra tit Phic trinh A/5630. Tiép
theo, & cudi doan trich, 6ng ghi nguén: “Report of
the United Nations Facts Finding Mission to South
Viet Nam. Washington: US government printing
office, 1964, 254 trang”. Nhu vay, c6 thé hiéu day
142 mo6t ban in lai, vi ban do Lién Hiép Qudc cong bd

' Co6 thé xem bai viét clia ong Nguyén Van Luc tai day: http://
motgoctroi.com/DienDan/Dd_Chinhtri/LHQ_VudanapPG.htm
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khong c6 nguon ti “Washington: US government
printing office” va dugc in trang khé 16n, chi danh
s6 dén trang 93 1a hét. Tiép theo niia, ong lai ghi
“Trich ban dich tiéng Viét ciia Nguyén Vy Khanh
trong cuén ‘N6 Iuc hoa binh dang ddé’ (Une autre
paix manquée). Nhu vay, ngusi doc phai hiéu 1a ca
hai phan ghi nguén & trén é6ng Luc déu ghi lai theo
ban dich tiéng Viét ciia 6ng Nguyén Vy Khanh, va
ong Khanh thi trich lai tai liéu nay trong tap sach
cta minh. Diéu khé hiéu ¢ day 1a tén sach cta ong
Khanh dudc chd thém béng tiéng Phap, trong khi
tén tai liéu trude d6 ghi bang tiéng Anh. Nhu vay,
rét cude ngusi doc khong thé hiéu duge 14 6ng Luc
da st dung lai tai liéu nay dich ti tiéng Anh hay tu
tiéng Phap?

Do diém thic méic nay, ching t6i da di tim quyén
sach ma 6ng Nguyén Van Luc trich din va thay
tén sach diy du 1a “Ngé Pinh Diém va né Iuc hoa
binh dang dd”, nguyén ban cta tac gia Nguyén Van
Chau véi tén la “Ngé Pinh Diém en 1963, une autre
paix manquée”. Nhu vay, éng Nguyén Vy Khanh
da dich tu ban tiéng Phap ctia 6ng Nguyén Vin
Chau; 6ng Nguyén Vian Chau thi trich lai néi dung
ban Phic trinh vao trong sach cia minh, va roi 6ng
Nguyén Van Luc trich lai ti ban dich tiéng Viét
cua Nguyén Vy Khanh. That 14 mot quy trinh phtic
tap khién chung t6i hoan toan khong hiéu dude vi
sao 6ng Nguyén Van Luc khong st dung truc tiép
nguyén ban tiéng Anh (ho#c tiéng Phap) ctia Phiic
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trinh A/5630, vén dugc luu hanh rong rai va rat dé
dang tiép can?

Mit khac, toan bo doan trich dan cua ong
Nguyén Vin Luc khong dude tim thay & bat ky
phan nao trong nodi dung ban Phic trinh A/5630.
Véi cach st dung tai liéu “hdn hgp” nhu vita phan
tich trén, ching ta khong thé biét dudc su sai
léch nay da c6 ti ban in lai cua “US government
printing office” hay ti su trich dan ctia 6ng Nguyén
Vian Chau, hay sai léch qua ban dich cia Nguyén
Vy Khanh, ma ciing c6 thé ti chinh su trich dan
cta 6ng Nguyén Van Luc. Mot kha néng suy doan
khac niia 1a 6ng Nguyén Van Luc (hay 6ng Nguyén
Van Chau) c6 thé da trich doan vin trén tit mét tai
liéu nao khac nhung da ghi nguén sai léch 1a ban
Phic trinh A/5630 nay ctua Lién Hiép Qudc. Cho du
1a bAt ngudn tu dau thi két qua cudi cing van la
mot su sai lam hoan toan, khién cho nhiing nguosi
doc khong c6 diéu kién ti€p can nguyén ban sé hiéu
sai vé ndi dung Phic trinh A/5630.

Nhu vay, vé mit vin ban thi doan trich trén
day ctua 6ng Nguyén Vian Luc hoan toan khéng cé
gi4 tri xac tin, bdi khi tham chiéu dén vin ban goc
thi hoan toan khong cé.

Xét vé y nghia thi doan trich nay cling c6 hang
loat nhiing diém sai 1am rd rét. Chdng han nhu
cau: “Nhiing t6 cdo dé trinh 1én Dai Hoi Dong LHQ
nham chéng chinh quyén Ngé Pinh Diém”1a hoan
toan sai lam. Vin ban t& cdo duy nhat dugc dé trinh
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DOCUMENT A/5630

Report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission to South Viet-Nam

[Original text: English, French and Spanish]
[7 December 1963]
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lén Pai Hoi Pong Lién Hiép Quéc vao ngay 4-9-
1963 14 Thinh nguyén thu cta cua 16 nudc thanh
vién, va ho chi néu ra nhiing cdo budc vi pham
nhan quyén dé yéu cAu tim hiéu su that, chi khong
“nhdm chéng chinh quyén Ngé Dinh Diém”. T4t ca
nhiing cdo budc khac ma Phai doan diéu tra da thu
thap va gti dén Chinh phti Ngbé Dinh Diém 1a mot
phén trong tién trinh diéu tra va chi dugc dé trinh
lén Dai Hoi Péng Lién Hiép Quéc sau khi soan thao
hoan chinh Phic trinh A/5630. Muc dich diéu tra
cta Phai doan dudc xac dinh tit ddu 1a dé tim hiéu
su that vé nhiing cdo budc dd nhan duge, hoan toan
khong c6 § d6 “chéng chinh quyén Ngé Dinh Diém”.

Va khi doan trich nay néi “Nhiing to céo...
...khéng ditng viing sau khi phai doan diéu tra
mot cach khach quan” thi ré rang chi 1a kiéu két
luan mot chiéu, v cin ¢t va c6 tinh xuyén tac. Mot
két luan nhu thé chdng nhiing hoan toan khong
c6 trong ban Phic trinh, ma nhiing doc gia sang
subt ciing khong thé tu rut ra két luan nhu thé
ti nhiing gi dudc trinh bay trong ban Phic trinh.
Hon thé niia, cau tiép theo lai cang di xa hon khi
khéng dinh: “Khéng hé c¢6 ky thi cing nhu dan dp
tén gido ciing khéng hé c6 su dung cham dén tu do
tin ngudng.” Doc gia di xem qua nhiing trich din
ti ban Phuc trinh nay, véi nhiing su that ma chinh
Chinh quyén Ngoé Dinh Diém ciing phai thita nhan
nhu bat giam tang ni Phat ti (300 ngudi van con
bi giam khi Phai doan dén Viét Nam), danh dap
gy thuong tich (Phai doan da truc ti€p gap nhiing
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ngudi bi thuong va ca bac si diéu tri tai Bénh vién
Duy T4n) v.v... vy phai hiéu nhu thé nao vé 16
khing dinh trén? Diéu nay chi c6 thé duge dua ra
b6l mot ngudi chua ting doc qua ban Phuc trinh
nay, hoic c6 doc qua nhung c6 tinh bép méo su that
vi mot ¥ d6 nao doé.

Nhung d61 véi nhiing ai da dudc xem qua ndi
dung Phuc trinh A/5630 thi mot 161 khéng dinh nhu
trén sé khong thé lam thay d6i dugc gi trong nhan
thiic cta ho vé su that, ma chi c6 thé goi 1én &n
tugng vé mot 161 néi déi hoan toan khong cé stic
thuyét phuc.

Chinh t& nhitng khing dinh v6 cin ct nhu thé,
ong Nguyén Vin Luc da di dén mot két luan ciing
hoan toan vo cin ct: “Bién c6 Phat gido 1963 ching
nhiing la mét that bai thé tham vé mét chinh tri,
quan su ma con la mét that bai ca vé mat toén gido

2»

nitia.

Qua nhiing gi ching ta da tim hiéu trong cac
phan trén, cAu van nay hoan toan sai 1am bdi né
phé phan va két luan vé nhiing gi khong thuc su
hién htu. Phong trao Phat gido 1963 khong co
bat ky moéi lién hé nio dén chinh tri, quan su, bdi
thé khong thé c6 su that bai hay thanh céng trong
nhiing lanh vuc nay. Con vé mit ton gido, Phat
gido dua ra 5 nguyén vong c6 thé quy chiéu vé mot
pham tra duy nh4t 1a binh d4ng t6n gido. Su binh
déng d6 khong thé dat dudgc tit chinh pht Ngé Pinh
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Diém, bdi n6é da sup d6, nhung qua nhiing gi ma
Phat gido da phai chiu dung nhu dau thuong, mat
mat, dan ap, tu day... thi chic chan nhiing ngusi
ké& nhiém it nh4t ciing phai rut ra duge mot bai hoc
ring: dan ap bang bao luc khong thé 1a giai phéap
dé dat duge quyén luc chinh tri bén viing. Phat gido
da phai hy sinh qua nhiéu dé c6 dudc bai hoc quy
gia d6, nhung chic chin mét diéu né sé vo clung
hitu ich trong viéc han ché su lédp lai cia mét chinh
sach dan ap khac. Phat giao chua tung va cling sé
khéng bao gid xem day la mot thanh céng cua cudce
dau tranh, nhung it nhat thi véi két qua tat yéu dé,
phong trao Phat gido 1963 cting khéng phai 1a vo
nghia.

Da c6 nhiing nhan dinh sai 1am khi lién két
phong trao d&u tranh doi binh ding cua Phat gido
niam 1963 v6i nhiing muc dich chinh tri, hodc két
hgp nhiing bién cd chinh tri ctia ndm 1963 va sau d6
dé danh gia va phé phan vé Phat gido. Nhiing diéu
nay 1a hoan toan vo 1y va bat cong, bdi xét cho cling
thi cudc dau tranh ctia Phat gido ndm 1963 chi 1a
mot cude dau tranh tu vé, khi nhiing nhiing nguoi
Phat ti sau nhiéu nidm nhan nhuc chiu dung da
khéng con kha ning tiép tuc chiu dung dudc niia.
Va nhu thé, ho khong con Iia chon nao khéc, khong
c6 con duong nao khéc, ngoai viéc phai néi 1én tiéng
néi ciia minh mot cach 6n hoa, cho du diéu dé6 da
din dén hang loat nhiing dau thuong mat mat, dan
ap, tu day... nhu chung ta da thay.
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Sailam 16n nhat cia Chinh pht Ngbé Dinh Diém
la ho da khong chiu nhin nhan Phat giao nhu mot
phan khéng thé tach roi ctia dan toc. Va vi thé, khi
ho thing tay dan 4p Phat gido thi diéu t&t yéu 14 ho
ciing dang lam thuong tén ca dan toéc nay, véi hon
80% la tin d6 Phat gido vao thoi diém d6. Chinh vi
vay, tuy ho nham dén d6i tugng dan ap 1a Phat giao,
nhung hé qua tit yéu ma ho phai nhan lanh lai 1a
st m4t hén 1ong dan. Do d6, Chinh quyén Diém da
sup d6 ma khong c6 duge dit chi mot giot nuée mét
thuong tiéc cia nguoi dan, ma chi c6 nhiing nu cusi
man nguyén véi “niém han hoan duoc thay trén
duong phé con vugt hon ca niém vui ngay Tét".!

! Trich w0 Dién van s6 875 cla Dai si Cabot Lodge gli vé Bo
Ngoai Giao My ngay 2 thang 11 nam 1963. Ong da viét: “I'm
told that the jubilation in the streets exceeds that which comes
every new year.” (Ngudi ta bdo tdi rang, niém han hoan dugc
thay trén dudng phd con vugt hon ca niém vui ngay Tét.)
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...... doi voi nhirng ngwoi Viét Nam da
tieng somg trong thoi gian dién ra nhirng
bién dong nay thi cau hoi “Co dan dp Phat
Qido hay khong” la mot cau hoi qua thira.
Tuy nhién, déi voi thé"hé nhitng nguwoi di
sau khong dwgc triwec tiép chieng kién, ciing
nhw tiv goc nhin cua nhitng nguwoi séng
ngoat nwoc, thi sw that nay ciing nhuw
nhiéu van deé lién quan khdc tinh té" hon da
va dang bi mot s6 nguwoi cd tinh nhan thirc
theo hwéng bop méo va sai léch. Diéu dé
khién cho vai tro thwe sw cua phong trao
Phat gido nam 1963 ciing nhw cua nhiéu vi
lanh dao phong trao bi hiéu sai hodc quy
chup theo hwong hoan toan khong ding voi
sw thit lich suw.

Bang viao nhitng ghi chép khich quan va
chinh xdc trong Phiic trinh A/5630, chiing
ta co thé xic dinh dwoc mot s6 nét co ban
nhat vé giai dogn ddy bién dong nay, thong
qua do nhdn thitc dwoc mot cach chinh xdc
va diy du hon vé nhitng gi da dién ra
trong lich sir.

www.lienphathoi.org
www.rongmotamhon.net




