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LOI GIOI THIEU

Téc pham “NHUNG HQ PHAP VUONG CUA PHAT GIAO TRONG
LICH SU AN DQ” ciia Bac si Tran Triic LAm

C6 khong it nguoi thuong vién dan cau hoi triét hoc: ‘Tring sinh ra ga
hay ga sinh ra tring’ dé phu nhan dao Iy nhan qua trudc sau. Vi ding tir
nghia tuyét ddi, moi su vt trén thé gian nay chi 1a vong 1an quan khong co
cai nao trudc, cling khong c6 cai nao sau. Hat niy mam thanh cy, hay ciy
sinh ra hat? Lay nguyén tic nao dé xac dinh cai nao sinh ra cai nao. Ciing
vay, tring sinh ra ga hay ga sinh ra triimg, cau tra 161 nao ciing ding va cau
tra 10i nao ciing sai ca. Phai ching diéu do6 biéu thi gia tri nhan thirc ciia con
nguoi trd thanh vo nghia?

Vi 61, khong phi nhén dao ly tuyét d6i nay, nhung t6i khong chap
nhan quan diém vi tinh tuyét d6i ma phu nhan tinh tuong dbi cua cudc doi.
Vi du gi di nira, than ngudi 1a mot hop thé ctia 5 uan, né chi nhan thirc duge
qua nhing dit lidu tir 6 trin, 14 nhitng hinh anh (biéu tuong) cua sic thinh
huong Vl xuc va phap. Dong thoi, co thé con nguoi chi ton tai khi con nguoi
con an uong, hit thd khong khi... mot doi nguoi cling chi trdm nam, trude va
sau cudc song nay 1 gi, né van con la cau héi 16n cho con ngudi. P6 1a 1y do
tai sao durc Phat noi:

Qua khwr khong truy tim,
Twong lai khong wéc vong,
Chi co phdp hién tqi,



Tué quan chinh ¢ day
(Trung Bo. Kinh Nhét da Hién Gia).

N6i nhu thé khhong ddng nghia phi nhan kiép trudc hay kiép sau, thoi
gian trude hay thoi gian sau, nhung dil ¢6 hay khong ciing khong 13 vin dé
quan trong. Diém quan trong la hién gid ching ta dang ton tai, ton tai voi
con ngudi va hoan canh chung quanh nd diéu mang nghia twong ddi, hon
nita moi van dé déu bat nguén tur hién tai. Do vay, khong thé 1§y ly do vi moi
vat 1a twong d6i 14 gia tam ma chiing ta tir chdi chiing, chung ta lai khong an
udng. .., khong suy nghi theo mot trat tu cua twong ddi d6, mugn n6 dé vuon
t6i mdt cai gi d6 c6 y nghia cho cudc doi. Hay no6i mot cach khac, ching ta
khong nén quéa cudng diéu tinh tuyét d6i ma quén di cai dao 1y twong dbi.

Trong diéu kién con ngudi va hoan canh séng con nguoi 13 nhu thé,
chung ta léy gi lam thude do cho sy nhén thirc? Theo t6i, khai niém khf)ng
gian va thoi gian la nguyén tac co ban dé nhan thirc hay danh gia bat ctr van
dé nao, vi khong c6 mot sy nhat thirc nao lai khong lién hé dén thoi gian va
khong gian. C6 nghia la tach thoi gian va khong gian ra khdi sy vat thi
khong co nhén thire, hay noi cach khac d6i twong nhan thirc d6 tr6 nén mo
hé 14n quén, gia tri nhan thirc tr thanh vo nghia, ngay ca van d¢ ludn ly dao
dure, trat ty xa hoi cling khong thé thiét 1ap. Didu d6 chiang khac nao nhu dat
cau hoi khai niém d6i va no cai nao cé trudc cai nao c6 sau? Khai niém doi
va no chi ¢ gi tri khi nao khai niém thoi gian va khong gian di lién voi no.
Ciing vay, khai niém me va con dugc hinh thanh chi khi nao trat ty vé thoi
gian dugc xac dinh, néu khong, dung v& mit sinh tir ludn hi thi ai 1a me ai
1a con that kho noi. V6 1y vi nghia tuyét ddi ma ta lai phii nhan cai dao Iy me
con hay sao?

Ciing vdy, y nghia v& con ga sinh ra cai trimg hay cai trimg nd ra con
ga’ no6 chi co gia tri nhan thire khi nao trat ty thoi gian va khong gian dugc
di cung. Vi du thang trude t6i thdy tai nha 6ng A con g sinh ra céi tring.
T6i duoc quyén noi nhu vay. Nhung mot thang sau nguoi khac lai thiy tai
nha 6ng B cai trimg nd ra con ga. Nguoi ta ciing dugc quyén phat biéu theo
su thdy cua minh. Phat biéu nhu vay khong sai, vi khai niém thoi gian va
khong gian rat cu thé va rd rang.

Nhy vay, mot cach tuong doi ma ndi, khai ni€ém thoi gian va khong
gian la thude do de truy tim gia tri twrong doi cua sy vat, nod la cai tiéu chuan



twong dbi dé thiét 1ap moi nguyén tic hoat dong xa hoi, ngay ca luan 1y dao
duec.

Dé cap dén khai niém thoi gian va khong gian 1a dé cap dén bo mén st
hoc. B mén ndy chuyén khao sat mdi quan hé giita thoi gian va khong gian.
No6i mdt cach de hiéu hon, khi nghién ciru hay tim hiéu mét van d& nao, diéu
kién co ban can phai x4c dinh dia diém va thoi gian phat sinh ra né. Muc do
xac dinh thoi gian va khong gian cang rd chung nao thi d6i tuong nghién
clru cang rd rang va dung chung ay. Vi bat cr sw kién nao phat sinh ciing
phat sinh trong mot bdi canh cu thé, chung co m01 quan hé va tuong tac lan
nhau. Do vy, thoi gian va khong gian cua van dé cang rd thi dbi tuong
nghién ctru cang chuan xac hon.

Tac pham “Nhiing Ho  Phap Vuong cua Phét gido tai An d6” ctia Bac si
Tran Tric Lam, 1 mot tuyén tap bao gdbm nhirng bai nghién clru cua tac gia,
chuyén khao ctru nhitng chu dé quan trong mang tinh lich st cua Phat gido &
An PJ. Vi du khao ctru cac bia ky ctia nha vua Asoka la mot trong nhitng
van d& hét suc quan trong trong viée tim hiéu va danh gia nha vua, cing nhu
su phat trién Phat gido & An Do. Bai viét da da tap trung nghién clru v€ cac
bia d4 nay, khi gioi thiéu vé nha vua Asoka, 1 viéc lam hét strc can thiét va
nghiém tac. Pay 1a mot vi du mang tinh dién hinh, cac bai nghién ctru khac
trong tac pham ndy, tic gia cling lam viéc theo tinh than nhu vay.

T6i da doc qua ban thao cua tac pham “Nhimg H6 Phap Vuong cia
Phat gido tai An d” cua tac gia BS Tran Trac Lam, 1a tac phdm bao gém
nhing bai viét 6 gid tri hoc thudt cao, mang tinh nghién ctru hon 1a mot tac
pham mang tinh tiéu thuyet Néu nhu cudn tiéu thuyét hay lam cho tréi tim
doc gia ngat ngay phap phong hoi hop, thi cong trinh nghién ctru nay cua BS
Tran Trac Lam dugc trinh bay trong tac pham nay, lam cho ngudi nghién
ctru sir lim dleu thii vi, hoc hoi nhiéu diéu tir tic pham nay. Téc gia tap trung
trinh bay van dé nién dai, cling nhu nhimg sy kién phat sinh chung quanh, va
tai hién bdi canh lich sir cua no. Diéu d6 gitup cho ngudi doc nhan thuc cé hé¢
thdng va logic hon, gop phan 1am giam di cach suy tu tiy tién, thiéu co s,
din dén 16i phé binh hay danh gia mang tinh cam tinh hay chi quan ma
chung ta thuong gap. 0 day, to6i khéng c6 y dinh binh luan van dé tinh ding
sai cua tac phém, vi céac su ki€n xdy ra trong thoi c6 dai va céc chung li¢u
khao ¢b va sir hoc vaAn con tranh cii, van dé nay xin nhuong lai cho cac nha
nghién ctru va hoc gia, & ddy toi chi tin dong va nhan manh thai d6 nghién
ctru nghiém tic va phuong phap nghién ctru hop 1y cua tac gia.



Nhu t6i da néi, tac phdm nay 1a cong trinh nghién ctru mang tinh khoa
hoc, nhung n6 c6 thé gitip cho cac nha nghién ctru vé Phat gido tim hleu
thém vé lich sir Phat gido, cho thiy giao 1y ciia duc Thich Ca Mau Ni rat gan
gili voi doi thuodng va da trai qua bao thang tram lich sir. T6i mong qui vi
doc gia doc tic pham ndy trong tinh than ‘Udng nudc nhé ngudn’ dé cam
nhan cong duc to 16n cua biét bao bac cao durc, A la han, ca nhitng vua chua
1a nhirng vi ho phap, tin do da gin giit va luu truyén Phat phap cho hau thé,
qua hon 2500 nam lich str; doc dé biét va tran qui nhitng tam guwong hy sinh
cao ca cua cac dai su chiém bai trong viéc truyén ba chanh phap; doc dé cam
thdy gan giii voi ¢6 nhan. Téi nghi tac gia khéng vi thuong mai ma viét,
nguoc lai vi Iy tudng: phung su dao phap, phung su cho dan toc, cong thém
tinh to mo ctia mot nguoi quen lam viée khoa hoc, mudn tim hiéu nhimg van
dé ctia Phat gido trong qué kh, viét 1én nhitng déing do suy nghi ctia minh.

Theo t6i, taic phim nay co thé gia tri vé kinh t& gidi han, nhung t6i tin
rang gia tri vé hoc thuat kha cao. N6 mang tinh goi y, giap cho ngudi 1am
cong viéc nghién ctru Phat gido An D9 c6 thém tu li¢u, va c¢6 cai nhin chuan
xac hon.

T6i xin trén trong gidi thiéu tac phidm nay dén doc gia trong va ngoai
nude. Toi tin tuong rang, nguoi nghién clru s€ cam thay hai long véi tac
pham nay.

Noi day, toi cling xin cam on Bac si dd cbng hién cho Phat gido noi
chung, Phat gido Viét Nam ndi riéng mdt tdc pham cé gia tri hoc thuat.

Sai gon ngay 16 thang 7 nam 2007

Ty Kheo Thich Hanh Binh
Gido su, Phdt hoc Vién Vién Quang, Taiwan.
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CHUONG MOT - DAl DE ASOKA MAURYA (A-DUC VUONG) VA
NHI'NG PHAP DY KHAC TREN DA

Dan Nhap
Dé hiéu rd thém vé vai tro lich st trong dai cuia Hoang Dé Asoka (con

dugc ghi 1a Ashoka, Han am la A Duc Vuong, hay A-du-Ca: c6 nghia la Vo
Uu) khong nhitng doi voi dan-toc An, ma con doi véi nhan loai qua su



truyén ba Phat gido (viét tat PG) dén cac nude khac, ta nén 6n lai doi chut vé
boi canh lich st An d§ duong thoi.

---000---
Cdc Nén Van Minh Ban So’ & An Bé

Lich sir An D6 ton tai rat 1au doi. Mot cach khai quat thi sau thoi ky d6
da (Stone Age) kéo dai tir 70 ngan dén 7 ngan niam TTL, nén vin minh
Mehrgarh xuét hién dén khoang 3 ngan nim TTL Tiép dép la thoi van minh
thung liing song Indus cb dai & vung tay béc tiéu luc dia An, dua vao nhiing
phat hién khao c6 & Harappa va Mohenjo-Daro vao khoang 1920, thi n6 da
xuét hién khoang 2 ngan 500 nim TTL Nén van minh nay kéo dai hon mot
ngan nam, da duoc xem nhu 13 mot trong nhimg nén vin minh ¢ nhét cua
nhan loai, cting v6i nén van minh Ai-cép va Ludng Ha (Mesopotamia, ¢ Iraq
ngay nay). Nhiéu sir gia cho 1a gidng dan Dravidian ban dia, voc thip, da
sam, mili rong, toc xodn, da dung Ién nén van minh d6 véi 18 nghi ton gido
phat trién, thiét ké va kién tric do thi ban so c6 ké hoach, xay nha bang gach
hai ba tang, dung kho chira ngu cdc, biét can do dong dém. Pai da s 1a nong
dan chuyén canh tic va biét dung dd dong va thau, biét thuan hod gia suc,
ding trau dé kéo xe, biét dét vai bong va 1ong ciru va lam ddu moc. tac
tuong vv...

Nén vian minh song Indus dang hdi phét trién vao khoang 2,300-1,900
nam TTL bong bi tan lyi nhanh chéng cho dén nay céc sir gia chi phong
doan 1a do khi hau bong thay doi khic nghiét lam dét dai kho can; hodc do
cac dong song doi giong.

Pén khoang 1,500 nim TTL, c6 giébng Aryan, voc 16n, da trang, miii
cao, nhiéu ru, tu vung Trung A (0 man nam nu6c Nga ngay nay) theo nga
Iran tran xuong nhleu dot xam chiém vung tay béc (Punjab ngay nay). Ho
chuyen doi tir 161 séng du muc sang dinh cu néng nghiép, biét qui trong suc
vat, nhat 1a ngua va bo cai, biét ché tao xe tran do suc vat kéo, biét lam lich
theo mit tring, ton sung cac dao si va thay té 18 vv, Pén khoang nim 1000
TTL thi ho biét dung dd bang sit nén banh truéng rit nhanh trong ving.
Khoang 800 TTL ho da chia thanh nhleu tiéu vuong cai tri hét ving dong
bic va nam An. Ho da dwa van hoc, triét hoc ton gido, t6 chirc xa hoi An
dén tot dinh, tao nén nén van minh Vedas, ¢t 16i cia An gido. Upanishads
c6 18 duge két tap giita thé ky tha 8 va thia 5 TTL.



Nhung ciing tir d6 xi hoi An da bi phén chia ra nhiéu dang cip khac
biét, con kéo dai dén ngay nay; dai dé co bon giai cdp (varnas) tir cao dén
thap 1a Brahmans (Ba-la-mon: gdm thay té 1&, tri gia), Kshatriyas (vuong
tuéng), Vaisyas (thwong nhén, dia chi) va Sudras (k& lao dong, tho thuyén,
ngh¢ nhan, gia nhan). Ba déng cép trén danh cho ngudi gbc Aryan, dugc
xem la tinh khiét, duoc quyén hoc kinh Vedas dé duogc tai sinh theo nghia
t6n giao (born again). Pang cap thir ba danh cho dan gdc ban dia, khong tinh
khiét va khong dugc hoc kinh Vedas. Phai ké thém mot hang nguoi nita
khén khd thip kém nhit ching dugc xép vao giai cAp nao, goi 1a Harijans
hay Paraiyans (Hang gh€ tom), bao gdm nhing k& lam nghé sat sinh stic vat,
thuoc da. Nén nhé 1a trong mdi dang cép con co sy phan chia ra rit nhiéu
thir loai (jati) tam goi la phuong hay nghi€p doan. Theo thong ké nam 1901
da c6 dén 2,378 phuong nhu thé.

Dén khoang thé ky thtr 6 TTL, thoi dirc Phat Thich Ca con tai thé, da
ndy sinh nhiéu truong phai doi cai cach nhitng quan niém bat cong ddi xir
trong xa hoi bat ngudn tir Vedas va con thach thire ca An gido. Hai ton gido
méi ¢6 tam nhin khoan dung va cdch mang hon da xuét hién: d6 1a Phat gido
va Ky Na giao (Janism). Trong giai doan nay, dat An c6 khoang 16 nudc lon
nho; va cac vuong qudc hing manh déu tip trung ¢ ving bic An (ving
Bihar bdy gid) nhu Avanti, Vaishali (Vé-sa-li), Kosala (Kiéu-tat-la),
Magadha (Ma-Kiét-Da) vv.. Sau nhiéu cudc chién tranh xdm luoc twong tan,
Magadha duoi triéu vua Bambisara (Tén-Bé—Sa-La, lai ¢6 noi dich 1a Binh-
Sa-Vuong) thudc giong ho Haryanka thau tom cac l4n bang tré nén mot dé
qudc kha rong, dong kinh d6 ¢ Rajagrha (Thanh Vwong Xa), cach Patna
ngay nay khoang 35 dim vé phia dong nam.

Vua Bambisara Ién ngoéi lac 15 tudi, trd thanh mot cu si Phat tir lac 30
tudi, va nhiét tinh ho trg dao Phat. Ong tri vi duwoc 52 nam, di xay 16 tinh xa
& Vuong Xa va cung dudng Pac Thich Ca khu vuon tric rong 16n dé Phat
clng ting doan cu nguma hoing hod. Khu vudn nay dwoc nhic dén nhiéu
lan trong Tam tang kinh dién, d6 1a Tinh X4 Trac Lam (Venuvan-arama).
Nhiéu tac gia nghién ctru vé Phat gido déu cho rang ngdn ngit dirc Thich Ca
thuyét phap thoi bay gio 1a tiéng Magadhi phd thong.

Dén khoang nim 420 TTL triéu dai Haryanka lai mat vio tay cta giong
ho Nanda, nhung ho Nanda chi ton tai dugc trong vong 100 nam rdi bi giong
ho Maurya 1t d6.

---000---



Triéu Pai Maurya

Pau thé ky thir 4 TTL, ¢ ving Trung-dong dai dé Alexander cua Hy lap
sau khi danh bai quan Persians vao nam 326 TTL, da mé rong dé quoc Hy tu
phia T4y dén bién cwong An nhung roi bi chan dimg & ving séng Bés (bay
gio l1a Lahore, Pakistan). Sau khi Alexander rat Iui va qua doi ¢ Babylon vao
nam 323 TTL, vua Chandragupta Maurya lic bdy gio da lat db triéu dai
Nanda vao nim 321 TTL day lui nhiéu dot quan xdm ling cua Seleucus
Nicator I, ké ké vi Alexander, & vung Afghanistan, Baluchistan va Pakistan
bay gid, rdi md rong bd cdi xubng phia tdy nam dén Gujatt va thung liing
Daccan. Vua Chandragupta Maurya (tri vi tir 321 dén 298 TTL) da doi do
dén Pataliputra (Thanh Hoa Thi; tirc thanh pho Patna ngay nay) von la mot
phéo dai kién cd trdn ngy & chau thd giao tiép cuia hai con séng chinh 1a
Ganga (Hang Ha) va song Sona.

Su sinh hoat va cai tri theo 15i trung wong tip quyén va nhimg chinh
sach ngoai giao khéo 1éo cua triéu dai Chandragupta Maurya da duoc ghi lai
trong cudn Arthasastra boi Kautilya (con duogc biét dudi tén Chanakya), 14 té
tuéng cua tridu ong. Ngoai ra nhiéu doan cia mot bao cao do st than cua
vua Seleucus tén 1a Megathenes ghi lai con ton tai dén nay qua sy trich dan
cua cac su gia Hy-La.

Pén doi vua Bindusara Maurya (tri vi tir 298 - 273 TTL) thi dé quéc
nay con banh truéng thém nira tir Kashmir ¢ phia bic dén Karntaka & phia
nam, va tir chdu thé song Hang ¢ phia dong sang den man nam va dong cua
xur Afghanistan bay gio. Pé qudc Maurya di ndi tiéng voi nhitng thanh phd
16n phén thinh nhu Takshasila, Ujjain, Vidisha, Tosali, va Suvarnagiri.

DPén doi Hoang Pé Asoka Maurya, vi vua thir ba cua tridu dai Maurya,
ong ké tiép chinh sach ba quyén, va thau tom gan hét tiéu luc dia An. Dé
quoc cua Ong hung manh t6t dinh va 6ng da dé lai cho hau thé mot ching
liéu mién vien bang da, dudi dang nhimg phap du, boi néu khoéng thi nhirng
didu noi vé vua Asoka chi dugc biét qua nhimg huyén thoai ghi lai trong
nhitng ky yéu viét boi cac tang si Phat giao ¢ Tich-Lan va An nhu cac bd
Divyavadana, Asokavadana, Mahavamsa vv..

---000---

Dai Bé Asoka Maurya (269-232 TTL)



Dai DPé Asoka Maurya sinh nam 304 TTL, 1én ng6i nam 269 TTL lic
35 tuoi, t;i vi dugc 38 nam va mat r}ém 232 TTL tho 73 tuéi; Ong la vi vua
Vi dai nhat ctia An, va 1a vi hoang dé dau tién di cai tri mot dé quoc An rong
16n.

Duya vao bd Mahavamsa (Pai Str) da duoc bién soan boi ting gia &
Tich-Lan thi ngay sau khi vua cha la Bindusara bang ha vao nam 273 TTL,
da c6 sy tranh danh ngdi vua rat gay gat giita cac hoang tr trong 4 nam. Giai
doan nay St ghi 1 thoi khong vua (Interregnum). Rt cuc Asoka, vé6i su hd
trg ddc luc cua vai dai than ¢ kinh d6 Pataliputrd (Thanh Hoa Thi), da thanh
cong va lén ngdi vao nam 269 TTL.

Tam ndm sau khi ké vi vua cha, hoang dé Asoka xua quan danh chiém
nude Kalinga doc ving duyén hai man dong, nay la bang Orissa vi xir nay
giau c6 nho quang md, sung tic nho vua lua, vavi tri hang hai thuan loi dan
dén vung thung ling Krishna day md vang va da qui. Chién dich thanh cong
nhung d4m méu. Theo céac phap du do 6ng sai khic 18n da thi cudc xam lang
nay da l1am cho 150 ngan nguoi bi bat lam nod 1& hodc bi diy ai, 100 ngan
quan si bi giét, sé thudng dan bi sat hai con cao hon nhiéu lan.

Trudce tran Kalinga hai nam, c6 v€ nhu 1a vua Asoka da tré thanh mdt
Phat t& sau khi nghe vi Sa-di Nigrodha (Ni-cau-thuat) thuyét phap, nhung
khong mAy nhiét tim (xem Tiéu thach phap du s6 1), mai dén sau khi chimg
kién tham canh dau thuong cua chién dich nay 0dng qua xuc dong va rat hoi
han, rdi tir d6 quyet tir bd chién tranh xdm l4n va hdi tim dé trd nén mot
Upasaka (Uu-ba-tic: cu-si Phat tir) thudn thanh. Sudt quang doi con lai ong
da kién tri ung dung Phat phap vao viéc tri nudc mot cach day nhan ai ma



ong goi la dhammavijaya (phap chinh phuc), va da ung ho Phat giao phat
trién sau rong khong nhiing trén toan dé qudc 6ng cai tri ma con truyén ba
dén cac nudc 1an bang. Nhitng su kién niy xdy ra khoang hai thé ky sau khi
Durc Phat Thich Ca nhép diét.

B6 Mahavamsa - von dugc viét trong tinh than ton gido véi nhiéu
huyén thoai v6i dung y rin doi ¢ mudn d& cao Asoka tir khi trd thanh Phat
tir d3 tir bd qua khtr day 4c nghiép, tir mot Candasoka (A-Duc Vuong bao
chua) tré thanh Dhammasoka (A-Duc Vuong mé Phap) - nén bo nay da ghi
rang trong cudc tranh danh ngdi vua, Asoka da giét 99 nguoi trong s6 100
anh em cta minh, chi con dé st lai mot nguoi tén 1a Tissa. Thyc ra khong
c6 ching c6 kha tin vé diéu nay, va lai trong Pai thach Phap du s6 5 duoc
ban ra 11 nim sau khi 6ng 1én ngdi con cho thiy vua Asoka nhic dén anh
chi em minh. Cac hoc gia tin rang trong vu tranh ngdi nay chi c6 mot ngudi
anh (hay em) da bi sat hai ma théi. Hon nira véi thoi gian tri vi cua ong,
ngoai hai sy ki¢n 1a tranh danh ngéi vua va cugc xam lang Kalinga trong 8
nam dau, sudt quang 30 nam con lai 6ng da tré thanh mot hoang dé nhan tir
dem Chanh Phap ra tmg dung vao doi, chir khong tan bao nhu Nero cua La
Mai hay Try Kiét, Tan Thuy Hoang cua Trung Qudc, nén viéc gan cho ong
xt danh Candasoka xem ra thiéu co sé. Nhiéu hoc gia nghiém tic con so
sanh 6ng voi nhitng vi nhan khac nhu Hammurabi cua Babylon,
Charlemagne ctia d& qudc Tay Au hau La M3 hay Akbar cua dé qudc Mogul.

Nhiéu ¢6 thu & Tich-Lan da ghi lai su kién 1a Asoka nhd da ap dung
chinh sach chinh phuc 6n hoa bang Chanh Phap ma 6ng da khon kheo on
dinh doi song chinh tri toan vung va nhleu 1an dep yén cac cudc ndi loan ma
khéng d6 mau; trong d6 dang ké 14 cudc ndi loan cta dan & thanh Takshasila
thugc viung Gandhara chéng lai su 4p buc ha khic ctua quan cai tri dia
phuong. Vé sau Gandhara tr6 thanh thinh dia cua Phat gido, ma tur do phai
Dai thira phat trién qua phuong Dong.

Dé than dan thong hiéu chinh dugc nhiitng su cai cach trong chinh sach
cai tri mé&i va nhitng nguyén tic vé dao dirc ong dit ra dua theo Chanh Phap
cdt tao dung nén mét xa hoi déy nhén ban va cong chinh hon, Asoka da ra
1énh khic nhitng phap du nay 1én da - ¢6 khi goi 1a Loi ghi chanh phap
(dharmalipi) , c6 khi lai goi 1a phap 1énh (dharma-sravana) - dong thoi cho
rao truyén rong rai khip noi trong nuée. Nhitng phap dukhic trén da cua vua
Asoka da minh hoa dugc hinh anh ctia mot vi minh quén luén nhiét tam thuc
thi Chanh Phap cua Phat day dé mang lai cho trdm ho mot doi séng hién



hoa, no 4m phiic 1¢i, nhung van khong cho biét thém chi tiét nao vé cudc doi
cua Ong.

---000---
Kham pha cac bia da

Sy khai thi vé cac Phap du cta Asoka duoc xem nhu chi 13 gan ddy ma
thoi. Nguoi nghién cuu dau tién lai 1a mot tu si Thién Chua gido, khi cha
Tieffenthaler khao sat nhimg manh cua phéap tru Meerut tai Delhi vao nam
1756, nhung khong hiéu dugc n01 dung. Mii dén nim 1837 nhu'ng phap du
ctia Asoka méi duogc nha khao cb James Prinsep giai am ma lan dau tién, roi
tir 46 nhitng phap du dugc dich thuat va in 4n quang ba khap noi.

Ban dau Prinsep thay ring nhimg du ndy di dugc ban ra boi mot vi vua
tu goi minh 1a "Vua Piyadasi, Thién tu" (phéng tr "Beloved-of-the-Gods,
King Piyadasi") hodc "Devanampiya Piyadasi, Thién tir, Ngudi Nhin Xubng
voi T Tam" ("Beloved-of-the-Gods, He Who Looks On With Affection").
Céc hoc gia phong doan Vua Piyadasi co thé 1a Vua Asoka, thuong dugc
xung tung trong cac huyen thoai Phat giao. Cho mai dén nam 1915, khi mot
phap du khac dugc tim thdy v6i tén vua Asoka, nguoi ta moi khang dinh
duoc rang ca hai chinh 1a mot, do 1a hoang dé Asoka, va tir d6, sau hon hai
ngan nam bi quén lang, nhirng phap dukhic trén d4 nay cia vua Asoka bdng
dung lam sang t5 thém vé mot con ngudi vi dai ca lich st An va cua ca
nhan loai, chir khong con 1a mdt nhan vat chi duoc biét dén qua huyen thoai.
Mot cau ghi lai trén da da phan anh chiéu huéng tim linh cua Asoka: "Tat ca
than dan 14 con cua ta. Vi 1a con cua ta, ho phai duoc chu cip ddy du an sinh
va phuc loi trong doi nay va doi sau, nhu ta van hiang mong."

---000---
Ngén ngir thoii Maurya

Theo giao su Romila Thapar vé moén Lich st An cb tai Pai hoc
Jawaharlal Nehru & New Delhi thi h¢ van ty cta cac Phap du nay dugc xem
13 vin hé sém nhét ciia An c6 thé nghién ctru duge. Van hé ¢6 hon ma ngudi
ta kham pha ¢ Harappa thugc van minh thung liing song Indus chi 13 nhirng
nét vé tugng hinh trén diu moc, vat trang suc va lo gom ma dén nay van
chwa ai hiéu dugc ¥ nghia.



Nhing phap du khic da ciia vua Asoka danh dau thoi ky chuyén bién tir
khau truyén sang van ty cta xa hoi An vi chung 14 nhitng chit twong am chir
khong tugng hinh nhu xwa. Nghién ctru k¥ nhitng bia ky, nguoi ta thay
Hoang Dé Asoka cho ghi lai Phap du bang bon vin hé cho ba ngdn ngit khac
nhau. Phan quan trong va chiém dai da s6 bia k¥ 1a ngon ngir Prakrit - bay
gi0 1a ngdn nglr dam thoai pho thong ctia xr Magadhi, tirc 1a ngoén ngit chinh
thirc trong triéu Asoka, va phan con lai bang ngon ngit Hy-lap va Aramaic.

Ngon ngit Prakrit lai dugc viét dudi hai dang van hé Brahmi va
Kharoshthi (gan véi Sanscrit). Da s phap du dugc viét theo vin hé Brahmi,
truyén béa rong khap dé qudc. Nhiéu hoc gia cho rang vin hé Brahmi do triéu
dai Maurya sang tao bdi nhu cu hanh chanh trong viéc cai tri mot dé quéc
rong lom. N6 1a dang chuyén tiép gilta Sanscrit Xuét phat tir vang tay bic An
(thuong dung trong gidi than hoc, triét hoc, hodc huyén hoc) va ngon ngir
hién dai Indo-European ctia An. Van hé Brahmi, du vdy cting bi bién dang
d6i chat theo phat 4m ¢ timg dia phuong, vi du vin hé dé viét tiéng Tamil &
vung phia nam vén cai bién tir hé Brahmi.

Sy sir dung ngon ngir Prakrit trong cac Phap du ciing cho thay rang
Asoka mudén dem Chéanh phap ra img dung v&i doi thuong chir khong chi dé
mot s tang 1ir ding dé ban luan theo ngodn ngir Sanscrit. Van phong ding
thé n6i chuyén rat binh dan dé hiéu va thuong lap di 1ap lai, cr nhu Hoang
Dé mubn truc tiép nodi voi quan chiing, chir khong kiéu cach cau ky nhu cac
qudc vuong khac dwong thoi hay xir dung. Qua diy nhiéu hoc gia dd nhin
théy ban tinh bdc truc chan that cia Asoka.

R4t it ban khic bé'mg van hé Kharoshthi va bé'mg ngdn nglt Hy-lap va
Aramaic. Nhitng ban nay chi thiy & ving tiy bic thudc Afghanistan bay gio,
noi ¢6 nhiéu dan néi dugc hai ngdn ngit 4y. Khong rd 1a nhitng Phap du
thudc loai nay da duogc triéu dinh ra 1énh hay la do cac quan cai tri dia
phuong 1am ra nhu 13 mot ban dich cho dan trong ving, von da ching hon
tap. Trén mot trong nhitng phap du & ving ndy, Hoang Dé Asoka da ké ra
tén cta 5 vi vua cic nude phuong ty dong thoi c6 bang giao, nhd vay da
gitip nhiéu cho viéc nghién ctru sir di chiéu. D6 1a cac vua Antiyoka (Anh
ngli: Antiochos II Theos ¢ Syria: 261- 246 TTL), Turamaya (Ptolemy II
Philadelphos cua Ai cép: 285 - 247 TTL), Antikini (Antigonos Gonatas cua
Macedonia: 278 - 239 TTL), Maka (Magas cua Cyrene: 300 - 258 TTL) va
Alikasudara (Alexander cua Epirus: 272 - 258 TTT).



Dua vao cac bia ky bang Hy ngir va Aramaic nidy ma cac nha nghién
ctru Tay phuong hiéu duoc nhimg tr twong tu & ban Prakrit. Nhung cling
chinh vi v@y da gay kha nhiéu ngd nhan, vi du tir dharma lai khong c6 lay
mot chir goc Hy va Aramaic (va ca Anh nglr ngay nay) twong ddng dé dich
va ngay trong cac ban van bang Hy ngir vaAramaic nay cing khoéng c6 noi
nao dé cap dén Puc Phat. Cho nén nhiéu dich gia phai phong dich ra nhu 1a:
thuong xo6t (piety), dtrc hanh (virtue), bon phan thiéng liéng (sacred duty),
hodc dung nguyén ngit 1a dharma day boi Bic Phat (the dharma taught by
the Buddha). Trong ban khic bang Hy ngir lai dugc ghi la eusebeia, voi mot
nghia rat tong quat nhu vira ké.

Chmh vi dya vao nhiing ngd nhan nay ma nhiéu hoc gia Tay phuong
nghi ngd rang chit dharma Asoka di dung khong phai mang mot nghia nhu
Chanh phap cta dao Phat ma la nhing khuyén du vé dao duc xi hoi noi
chung. C6 ké con bao rang vi trén nhitng bia ky ching hé thay Asoka d& cap
dén gido 1y cin ban cua Phat gido nhu 1a Luan hdi (samsara), Giai thoat
(mokkha), Niét-ban (nibbana), V6 nga (anatta), Bat Chanh Dao (atthangika-
magga), hay Tt Diéu Pé (cattari ariya-saccani) nén da giai thich chir dharma
theo 16i suy dién ngoai dao chu quan ctia minh. That 1a déng tiéc, vi ho quén
rang du Asoka da tr¢ thanh mot cu-si Phat tir nhung 6ng phai cai tri mot dé
quoc rong 16n nhu mot minh quén, phai cong bang v6i than dan von da dang
va da tin ngudng, ¢ mot xa hoi c6 nén van hoa bao dung chir khong cudng
tin doc ton, doc than. Asoka khong thé nao ding nhitng ngon tir thuan Phat
phap dé phu du than dan dugc.

Nhung qua mot vai phap du riéng cho tiang gia vi du tiéu thach phéap du
s6 3 hay con goi la Phap du Bairat, thi khong con nghi ngo gi nira vé dte tin
Phat gido cua Asoka. Trong du ndy sau 101 van an tang gia, ong xac dinh duc
tin vi dai ctia 6ng vao Phat, Phap va Tang. Oang bao rang tat ca phap do burc
Phat thuyét giang déu 1a chan diéu phap va ong mudn né duge truong ton.
Ong con cho ghi ra tén cta 7 ban kinh dé Tang-gia thuong xuyén tu hoc.

Nhirng phép du khic da n6i chung nhdm vao nhiéu thanh phan la cac
quan chirc dudi tridu, gidi ting gia, va than dan. P6i v6i thanh phan dau thi
6ng quan tim dén sy an sinh phic lgi cua dan chung, va kéu goi cac quan
chirc nén dé cao dao drc va nhiém vu xa hoi dé cai tri dan tot hon. O thanh
phan giita thi ong quan tim dén viéc tu tip cta tang ching va viéc diéu hanh
cac tinh xa. O thanh phan sau thi 6ng chi khuyén khich viéc an & theo Chanh
phéap (Dharma).



---000---
Cai tri theo Chanh phap

Vua Asoka con thuong xuyén tuan du thién ha, goi 13 nhiing chuyen vi
hanh Phap (dhammayatras) dé _giang day Chanh phap cho moi nguoi. Ong
con ra lénh cho cic quan dai than ciing nén lam nhu thé. Hoang Dé Asoka tu
cho minh ¢ trach nhiém phai giai nghia, cong bd va rao giang Chanh Phap
(Dharma). Vé&i sy minh man siéu viét, Asoka d chi ra trong doi thuong, né
la sy tuong tac nhiéu mat cia doi séng dao dtc: N6 phan anh nhiing trach
nhiém va bon phan ciia con ngudi tuy vao vi tri ciia minh trong xa hoi; no
phan anh cai trat tu trong vii try va chan ly cam nhan dugc trong cai trat tu
d6; n6 1a mdi day rang budc con nguoi trong gia dinh, xa hoi, ton gido va dat
nude; n6 1a cai tri kién co ban lam nén tang cho sy théng cam va an hoa, von
duoc biéu 16 khac nhau béi cac nén van hoa va tén giao di biét; no 1a sy chi
dao cho hanh dong va su ty gidc va hanh phuc; no6 chi dat dugc béng hanh
dong, phat trién thém bang thuc hanh, va bao vé bang luét 18, va nho vay nd
tao nén co so cho chinh sach, gido duc va cong 1y; né dwoc kham pha bang
ty quan, thién dinh, va chuyén ho4, va nd dua dan dén viée tir bd nhitng diéu
khong thich nghi v6i né. Sudt thoi tri vi, ong di kién tri thuc thi nhitng tin
twong ciia minh cho dén cudi doi khi ong dong hoa v6i quan niém
chakragvartin, (Chuyén luan vuong); tw cho minh 1a mot minh quén dang
van hanh banh xe chanh phap khap noi dé bao toan sy an sinh phuc lgi cho
moi nguoi.

Ong lai dat ra mot bd goi 1a "Bo thuc thi Chanh phap hay B9 Phap
Hanh", bd nhiém cac quan dai than goi 1a dharmamahamatras (Phap dai
than) vao nam 257 TTL (theo du s& V, 13 niam sau khi dng 1én ngdi) chuyén
tréng coi moi coéng tic phic loi xa hoi cia ngudi dan, quan tim dén nhimng
nhu ciu thiét yéu cta phuy nir, cia dan sdng ¢ bién cuong, dén cac cong dong
t6n giao khac nhau va phai vo tu khi thi hanh céng ly. Ong con phii du cho
cac quan chure cac cap nén thuyét phuc dan trong viéc ung dung Chanh phap
vao doi song thuong ngay hon 1a ¢p bude bang 1€nh lac. Ong cling uy thém
quyén cho nhing phan quan & khip noi dé ngin ngira su chénh mang cong
tac, cling nhu tranh viéc d6i xtr dd man v6i suc vt va giai quyét nhanh
chong nhitng kho khan gdp phai. Phap du con liét ké nhitng thu rung dugc
triéu dinh bao vé khong duoc sin ban. Ong con ra 1énh 1a nhitng viéc khan
cap can phai dugc dé dat ¢én ong ngay.



Nhimng thanh tyu dang ké con dugc ca tung dén bay gio 1a viéc xay cat
nhiéu bénh vién cho ngudi va gia suc, ciing nhu cho trong nhiéu khu vuon
thao dugc, viéc xay dung rong rai mot hé théng duong sa voi hang cay da va
xo0di phu bong bén 18, v6i giéng dao va nha nghi doc duong & timg khoang
déu dan cho khach Iir hanh. Hé thong giao théng nay di lam cho viéc thuong
mai va hanh chanh cta dé quéc Maurya phat trién thuan loi nhiéu mat.

Dbi voi than dan it khai ngd thi Hoang Dé Asoka khuyén khich viéc
mg dung Chanh Phéap vao doi sdng hing ngay bﬁng thuc hanh nhirng gidi
dtrc chan that (sace), tir bi, 6n hoa (daya) tr t& véi moi ngudi (samya
pratipati) hon 1a thuong bay tro cung té cau xin on phudc; nén thuong bd thi
(dana) cho nguoi nghéo khéd (kapana valaka), cho cc vi tu hanh, ban bé,
than nhéan vv..; han ché sat sinh, khong hanh ha stuc vat (avihisa bhutanam);
khong xa xi, khong tham cdu, va tranh dir lam lanh (apa vyayata apa
bhadata) [tua theo 15i day trong Kinh Ting nhat A-ham (Anguttara Nikaya,
11:282)]; biét kinh trong cac bac trudng thugng nhu cha me, ong ba, su phy,
va ca doi voi ban be, toi té va thdy cung té ba la mon [tuong ty 10i day cua
Puc Phat trong Trudng Bo Kinh (Digha Nikaya) Poan 31]. Ong day ring
néu 1am duoc nhu thé thi s& mang lai cong dirc vo luong.

Ong khong dé ra va bat phai theo mot nghi 1& ton giao doc doan nao,
nhung chi thuyét vé Phat giao riéng voi gioi tang gia ma thol. Déi vai cac
ton gido khac duong thoi, gom co An gido, Ky na gido va giao phai Ajivika
chuyén tu kho hanh, ong rt cong bang va khuyen khich song doi dao hanh
(bhava sudhi), nhiét tdm (usahena), t6n trong 14n nhau, dé cao gi4 tri ndi tim
(bahu sruta), tyr ché (sayame) va ngin cdm viéc xung dot ton gido. Ong di
khong ngtrng hoc hoi dam dao véi cac vi chan tu cua céac ton gido.

---000---
Cdc Phdp du khac trén da

V& hinh thire thi céac Phéap du da duogc phén loai theo dang bé mat da
dugc cham khic: mit nui da tang, tru da va hang dong. Ngay ca bé mat ctia
vat liéu va noi chdn ciing ham cai dung cong ciia nd, cho nén nodi dung cua
Phép du ciing doi thay tuwong tng. Dya vao cac phap du ndy ma ngudi ta cd
thé doan duoc nién ky cua cac su kién trong thoi Asoka tri vi.

C6 thé phan biét duoc hai giai doan cac bia ky dugc tao ra. Giai doan
dau, 11 nam sau khi Asoka 1én ngdi, cac phap du dudc khac trén vach da
mdt cach thod thién, va tuy vao ndi dung dai ngan ma con chia ra la Pai



Thach Phap du (Major Rock Edicts) va Tiéu Thach Phap du (Minor Rock
Edicts). Nhimg Thach Phap du nay thuong dugc khic trén nhing tang nai da
16n dén nay da bi hu hong kha nhiéu. Lay trudng hop bia ky ¢ Sopara, chi
vai manh cua du VIII va IX con sot lai. Nho vao nhiing van ban khac con
duogc bao quan tot ma nguoi ta doc duge nhitng doan bi mat ¢ nhiing phap
du bi hu hong.

Cho dén nay ngudi ta phat hién c6 14 dai thach phap du mang noi dung
rat rong rai tr viéc han ché sat sinh dén cung cép cac dich vu phuc lgi va 'y
té, r6i dén cudc chién ¢ Kalinga va nhimng tic dung cta noé. Lai thém hai
phap du Kalinga dyoc ban ra vao nam mam 259 TTL, ¢6 hoc gia con goi la
phap du s6 15 va 16. (ma ndi dung tuong ty nhu 3 phap du da bi hu hong, la
cac phap du s6 XI: néi vé viée ciru té va su tuong than cua nhén loai, s6 XII:
no6i vé sy khoan dung ton gido va XIII: ndi vé cudc chién tranh & Kalinga, su
hoi tAm cia Asoka). Hai phap du ndy cling c6 101 danh cho cac quan cai tri
Vung mo&i chiém, néi vé nhimg van dé dao dirc, thi hanh cong 1y, van dé lam
giam cing thang véi 1an bang va cai thién hoa binh lién qudc.

Mudi bdn dai thach phap du ké trén dugc tim thdy ¢ 6 noi khac nhau
gdém: hai noi gan bién gi6i phia tay cua dé quéc Maurya bén bién A Rap la
Sopara thudc bang Bombay va Girnar thugc bang Saurahtra; hai noi gan bién
gidi tiy bic 1a Mansehra va Shahbazgarhi & ving tdy Pakistan; mot noi &
phia bac 1a Kalsi thuoc Uttar Pradesh va mot & phia nam Erragudi thudc
Andhra Pradesh. Muoi mot dai thach phdp du cung véi 2 phap du Kalinga
con duge tim thdy ¢ Dhauli va Jaugada thudc Orissa, gan bo bién phia dong
bén vinh Bengal.

Nhing Tiéu Thach Phép du c6 1& d3 dugc ban ra vao nim 260 TTL va
1a nhitng Phap du dau tién, cung luc véi nhing chuyen vi hanh Phap bét dau.
Chung tap trung hau hét & phia gilta va nam cua dé quoc gom Tiéu Thach
Phap du I, duwoc tim thiy tai 7 noi & bic Aan va Hyderabad: 1a Bairat,
Gavimath, Maski, Palkigundu, Gujarra, Rupnath va Sahasram. Tiéu Thach
Phap du II dwoc tim thiy tai 5 noi ¢ phia nam 1a Brahmagiri, Jatinga-
Ramesvara va Siddaoura thudc bang Mysore, Erragudi va Rajula-Mandagiri
thudc bang Andhra. Tiéu Thach Phap du III (phap du danh cho ting gia ban
ra vao nam thir 12 sau khi 1én ngdi) dugc tim thiy ¢ Bairat.

O giai doan sau, vao nam tha 27 dén 28 dudi triéu cua hoang dé Asoka,
nhimg phap du mdi duoc khéc 1€n trén nhimg ¢4t da danh cha bong loang,
dugc dung 1€n & nhiéu thanh pho quan trong trong thung liing séng Hang va



cac duong lon trong dé quéc, thuong dugc goi la Thach try Phap du (Pillar
Edicts). Luc ban dau c6 1& c6 rat nhidu phap try dugc dung 1én, nhung dén
nay chi con lai ¢c6 10 try ma théi. Moi tru trung binh cao khoang tir 12 dén
15 thude, nang dén 50 tin. Trén dau mdi try déu dugc diéu khic nhimng hinh
twong that tinh xao nhu su tir gdm, con bo than hay con ngya thanh vv.. Tat
ca thach tru déu duoc 13y tir cic md ¢ Chunar, phia nam Varanasi va duoc
kéo dén noi dwuoc dung 1én, nhleu khi xa ca hang tram dam. Du sau bao
nhiéu thé ky phoi gitra mwa nang gi6 swong vy ma nudc bong lang van con
sang nhu guong, du noi 1én chét lwong cao tuyét cta nghé thuat tac da cua
Aan thoi bay gio.

Hai dai su Trung qudc hanh huong Tay trac (Aan) la Phap Hién (Fa
Hien: 401 - 410 TL.) ghi 1 d& nhin thay 6 phap tru, va Huyén Trang (Hiuen
Tsang hay Yuan Chwang: 629 - 645 TL) thi da thdy 15, trong s6 4y ngay nay
chi 2 con ton tai dung theo 16i Huyén Trang mo ta trong ky su. Nhimng phap
thach try dung & Meerut va Topra da duoc vua Sultan Driuz Shah doi vé
Delhi & thé ky 14. Tru tai Kausambi (thudc bang Kosam ngay nay) cling da
dugc vua Akbar doi vé Allahabad ¢ thé ky 16. Mot s6 16n khac co 18 di bi
chon viii, che phu béi rimg ram theo thoi gian thang tram, vat doi sao doi.

Cac Thach try Phap du nay gém 7 du ma noi dung tuong dbi don gian:
bét dau bang hai try néi vé tu tanh ctia Chanh phap, dén 3 tru noi Ve sy ung
dung Chéanh phap vao viéc ché ngy 4c nghiép va tham ai, viéc truyén ba dao
duc va cong 1y, va nhimg qui dinh vé viéc sat hai stc vat va tiéc ting cong
cdng, va két thic véi mot phap du (hodc 2 nhu trong trudng hop cua tru
Topra) néi veé phuong thirc truyen ba dao dtrc. Nhiing thach try Phap du nay
da dugc tim thdy & rai rac trén 30 ndi khap toan cdi dé quéc Maurya bao
gdm Aén do, Nepal, Pakistan va Afghanistan ngdy nay, nhu Meerut va
Kausambi thugc Utter Pradesh, Lauriya-Araraj, Lauriya-Nandangarh va
Rampurva thudc Bihar. Mgt try khac voi du tha 7 lai duge tim théy tal
Topra thudc vung dong Punjab. Van ban cua bia ky trén cac Thach tru Phap
du nay giéng hét nhau.

Tru Allahabad lai 6 khic thém 2 du khéc. Du thir nhat, ¢6 khi duoc goi
1a tiéu thach tru phap du I, cling con thiy xudt hién ¢ Sanchi thuoc bang
Bhopal va tai Sarnath thugc bang Uttar Pradesh. Bia ky khong dugc bao
quan t6t nén vin ban cta bia ky trén tru & ba noi ¢6 nhiéu thay doi.



Tru tai Sarnath (noi c¢6 vudn nai: Loc Uyén) lai con khic thém phan
tiép theo cua du trén try Allahabad, con goi la tiéu thach tru phéap du IL
Ngay nay chinh phit An ding hinh tac bon con su tir ddu lung v6i nhau trén
thach tru Sarnath lam biéu tuong quéc gia. Du con lai tht hai trén tru
Allahabad c6 khi duoc goi la tiéu thach tru phép du III, 1a qua tdng cia mot
ba hoang hau cta vua Asoka, nén con dugc goi la Phép du ciia Hoang hau.

Hai try tim thiy ¢ Nepal 1a try ghi déu thanh dja, mot & Rummindei hay
Lumbini, noi dirc Phat dan sanh, mot gan ho 16n Nigali Sagar, gan thap gitr
xa lo1 cua co Phat Kanakamuni.

---000---

Nhirng hang déng phap du (The Cave Edicts)




Nhitng hang dong phap du (The Cave Edicts) duoc tim thiy & 3 trong
sO 4 hang trong ddy nui Barabar thuoc bang Bihar. Trong 2 hang trudc ¢
bia ky cia Hoang dé Asoka ghi vao nam thir 12, hang thr ba ghi ndm thir 19
sau khi 6ng l1én ngoi, tdng cadc hang dong nhu 1a noi cu trd cho cac nha tu
khd hanh thudc giao phai Ajivika, ma giao chu la Gosala cung thoi véi Puc
Thich Ca. Trong hang thir 4 thi bia ky dugc ghi lai thudc thé ky thi 5 TL sau
nay. O mét noi khac 13 ddi Nagarjuni c6 3 hang dong nita chira bia ky dé
tang cho tu si phai Ajivika cua mét vi vua dung tude vi "Thién tr ", nhung
lai do vua Dasaratha, chau ctia hoang dé Asoka cho dung lén.

---000---
Hé Phap Vwong cua Phét Giao

Vi tri cia Hoang dé Asoka trong Phat gido that 1a vinh hién, ¢6 thé n6i
la dugc ton sung 1én hang HO Phap Vuong. Nhiing cong dlic ctia 6ng thuong
dugc gioi Phat tir ca tung 1a 1ong sung bai va hd troi Phét gido cia ong.
Asoka cho xay cit nhiéu thap thd xa loi Phat (stipa), nhiéu tinh x4 (vihara).
Kinh sach con ghi 1a 84 ngan viharas & 84 ngan thi tran, va ngdi 1on nhat
Asokarama ¢ ngay kinh d6 dé vua thuong dén cung bai.

Ong da chu cap thuc phdm cho hang trim ngan ting ni, vi thé thoi by
gio di c6 nhiéu k& xau loi dung khoac 4o nha tu gia nhédp ting ching dé
duogc sdng an nhan. Piéu nay di dwa dén tinh trang suy ddi trong viéc tu tap
Phat phap. Theo hai bd Mahavamsa va Samantapasadika thi khi biét ra té
nan, Asoka lién ra 1énh cho thanh loc hang ngii ting gia va da loai bo dén 60
ngan k& nguy danh va in bam, truéc ky Pai hoi kiét tap kinh dién (sangiti)
lan thir 3 tai kinh d6 Pataliputrd dudi sw chi tri cua cao ting
Moggaliputtatisa (Muc-kién-lién Tiu-dé-tu hay néi gon Muc-lién-dé-tu) va
do nha vua bao tro.

Theo vin hoc PG thi ké tir sau dai hoi két tap 1an thtr hai hon 116 nam
sau khi duc Phat nhap Niét ban, trong gi6i ting gia ¢ manh nha sy phéan
phéi thanh hai truong 1a Trudng 130 b (s: sthavira) va Dai chiing bd (s:
mahasanghika), tiy theo 18i giai dich gido phap va gido luat ciia dirc Phat.



Nhu mot giong song 16n khoi di tir ngudn s& phai phan nhanh theo thoi
gian va nhitng dia hinh khac nhau; dao Phat ciing thé, dd c6 nhitng sy phan
phai tir 1an két tap thir hai. Sy phan phai ctia Phat gido 1a mot diéu kién phai
c6 dé truong ton. N6 phai dap tng yéu cdu hién dai hoa dé thich nghi voi
thoi thé, va ban dia hoa dé dung hoa vai truyén théng vin hoa, tap tuc va tin
ngudng dia phuong trén dudng phat trién. Vao thdi vua Asoka thi trinh d
dan tri va muc sdng kinh t& d3 trong dbi ting truong.

---000---
Lworc ké céc ky két tap kinh dién quan trong

Mudn hiéu 16 thém nhing tic dong da dua dén sy phan phéi trong PG,
xin duoc lugc ké nhiing ky két tap kinh dién quan trong trong Phét sir. Mdi
phai déu c6 su bat déng vé cac dai hoi két tap t lan tht ba tré vé sau: Theo
Thuong toa b thi da c6 4 1an ké tap kinh dién chinh thirc va thém 2 lan khac
& Mién Dién. Theo Dai ching bo thi chi c6 tong cong 4 1an két tap chinh ma
thoi.

Két tap lan tha nhit: dwoc to chic trong bay thang tai thach dong
Sattapanna trén nui Vebhara ¢ thanh Rajagaha (Vuong X4 nay la Rajgir)
khoang nim 478 TTL, ba thang sau khi Dirc Phat nhap niét ban (Buddha's
Parinibbana), gdm 500 ty-kheo do ngai Mahakassapa (Pai Ca-Diép) triéu
tap, voi sy tro gitip ciia vua Ajatasatru (s.) hay Ajaratthu (p.) (A Xa Thé) xr
Magadha (Ma Kiét Pa). Ananda truyén tung lai nhiing 10i Phat day, vé sau
duoc ghi lai thanh nim bo Nikaya; Upali (Uu-ba-li) tung lai bd Luat tang (s,
p: Vinaya-pitaka) vé sau duoc ghi lai thanh nim bo Adikamma, Pacittiya,
Mahavagga, Cullavagga, Parivara.

Két tap lan th hai: dugc to chirc trong tam thang trong chua
Valukarama tai Vesali (thanh Vé-Xa-1i) 116 ndm sau khi Phat nhap niét ban,
hay 362 TTL, gdm 700 vi ty-kheo do cao ting Revata chu tri va vua
Kakasoka bao trg, duoc goi 1a Sattasati. Li do két tap 1a vi nhom Ty khuu
Vajjputtakas & thanh Vesali khong duy tri 10 diéu gidi luat va song rat
phong tiing, nén bi mot d¢ tr cua Ananda la Yassakakandaputta (Da-x4) phé
phan va dua dén dai hoi dé chan chinh gido luat. C6 8 cao ting trong ban
chép su la Revata, Sambhuta-Sanavasi, Yasa, Sumana, Sabbakami, Salha,
Khujjasobhita, va Vasabhagamika, Viéc ndy da manh nha dwa dén sy phan
phéi gitta Truéng lao bo (s: Sthavira, khi du nhap Tich Lan thi thanh



Thuong toa bd - Theravgda) va Pai ching b (s: Mahasanghikas, hay con
ghi la Mahasangitikas) v€ sau nhu da trinh bay.

Theo bd Dipavamsa (Pao sir - 76, 82) ¢ Tich Lan dugc phai Thuong
toa bo ghi lai vé sau thi sau khi bi khién trach nhém Vajjiputtakas lién tach
ra to chirc mot dai hoi khac goi 14 Mahasangiti (Pai Tung) nhung khong
gé)m 6 tap cua Abhidhamma; Patisambhida; Niddesa; mdt phén cua Jatakas;
va vai cau k¢ da dugc Truong 1ao bo phé chuén.

Két tap 1an thi ba: di duoc t6 chirc trong 9 thang tai ngdi chua
Asokarama tai Pataliputra vao khoang nam 242 truéc TTL, hay 236 nam sau
Niét Ban, gdm 1.000 ty-kheo uu ti duoc chon loc ky ludng, chu tri boi cao
tang Moggaliputta Tissa, dudi sy bao trg cta vua Asoka. Li do 1a dé chan
chinh lai gido phap va gido luét, d6ng thoi thanh loc lai hang ngii ting gia,
v6n bi phon tap bai sy chu cip doi dao ciia vua Asoka.

Trude ky dai hoi gan dén ngay ram, theo truyén thong c6 18 Uposatha,
tang gia qui tu dé tri tung Gidi bon ty-kheo (Patimokkha), nhung mét sO
truong 130 tir chdi hop chung voi dam gia danh nén triéu dinh manh tay can
thép cua lam thiét mang mot 5O tang si; vi thé vua Asoka voi moi cao ting
Moggaliputta Tissa tir chd 4n tu xudng nai chu tri dai hoi. Khi két thic,
Moggalliputta-Tissa tong két nén bo Kathavatthu (Luan Sy) von 1a nhiing
1ap luan chinh théng dé bai bac cac ta kién, dugc dwa vao Ludn Tang (hay
A-ti-dat-ma tang) con truyén dén ngay nay. Moggalliputta-Tissa ciing con
dugc xem nhu 1a vi sang lap ra Phan biét bo (s. vibhajyavadin). Phai nay
dugc Mahinda truyén qua Tich Lan khéng lau sau do.

---000---
Cdc doan truyén gido ctia PG chu xwéng béi Asoka

Sau dai hoi, véi su dé nghi cia Moggaliputta Tissa, vua Asoka da cho
thanh 1ap nhidu doan truyén giao (Dharmaduta) goi di khip noi ra ngoai bién
cuong cua dé& quéc Maurya, nhd thé ma PG duoc lan truyén rong khap.
Nhung ciing vi PG phat trién trén nhiéu dia ban khac nhau va khong c6 mot
bd phén chi dao tp quyén nén viéc phan phai 1a diéu khong thé tranh khoi
tir ddy (Frauwallner, 1956).

Poan tht nhit do cac ty-kheo Mahinda, Sanghamitta, Itt~iya, Utti}{a,
Sambala, Bhaddasala va vé€ sau c6 ty-kheo-ni Sumana hudéng dan di truyén
giao ¢ dao Tich Lan (Lanka, Lankadipa); va chinh doan nay da thiét 1ap nén



phai Theravada (Thuong toa bd). Mahinda 1a hoang tir va Sanghamitta la
cong chia, va v€ sau ca dira chdu Sumana cling tham gia vao doan truyén
gi4o vao nam thir sau dudi triéu vua Asoka. Poan thir hai do Majjhantika
huéng dan di truyén gido ¢ xtt Kashmir va Gandhara, vé sau thanh phai Nhit
thiét hiru bo (Sarvastivadins). Poan thir ba do Mahadeva (c6 18 1a mot vi ty-
kheo tring tén vé6i vi dd dua ra 5 thuyét da dé cap) huéng dan di truyén gido
¢ xr Mahinsakamandala ngdy nay goi 1a Mysore, vé sau thanh phai
Mahisasakas. Poan tht tu do Rakkhita huéng dan truyen gido qua xu
Vanavasi ¢ phia nam An. Poan tht nim do Yonaka Dhammarakkhita, c6
gbc Hi-lap huéng dan di dén xtr Aparantaka, nay 1a bac Gujarat, Kathiwara,
Kutch va Sindh); vé sau thanh phai Dharmaguptaka. Poan thir sau do
Maharakkhita huéng dan di x(r Yonaka-loka tirc ving tiy bac luc dia An bao
gdém xur Baktria, Trung A va mién béc Iran (Ionian). Poan thir bay do chu vi
Majjhima, Kassapagotta, Mulakadeva, Durabhissara va Deva Sahadeva
huong dan truyén ba & khu vuc Himavant (Tuyét Son) canh nai Himalaya;
vé sau thanh phai Haimavata, gdm phai Kasyapiyas. Nhirng xa-1oi ctia qui vi
nay di duoc tim thiy ¢ Vedisa (Willis, 2001). Poan thir tam do hai dai ty
kheo Sona va Uttara huéng dan di hoing phap ¢ x{r Suvannabhumi, nay la
Mién Pién, Thai Lan, Campuchia, va co thé da dén xtr Phu Nam (Funan), &
chau thd song Citu Long Viét Nam ngay nay.

Trong khi nhiing doan truyén gido qua hudng ty, thuoc dé qudc Hy lap
méi dén ving bién Dia Trung Hai (Mediteranean) tir Syria dén Macedonia,
nhu da ghi trong phap du so XIII khong may thanh cong thi nhitng tang doan
hoang hoa do hoang tir Mahinda va cong chiia Sanghamitta huéng dan
xudng phia nam lai thanh cong ruc r&. Ngay tir budi dau cho dén nay Phat
gido di tro thanh qudc gido ¢ Tich Lan.

---000---
Mot dai héi khac cua Dai chung bé tai Pataliputra

Ngoai dai hdi vua ké, con c¢6 mot dai hoi khac cua Dai chung by da
dién ra tai Pataliputra trudc triéu dai Maurya, khoang nim 350 TTL, tic hon
mot thé ky trude ky két tap thir 3 ké trén. Pai hoi nay di nhién khong duoc
phai Trudng 1ao bd ghi nhan nén khong dugc chinh thue ghi trong Luat tang.

Li do dai hdi cling da khong dugc chép lai rd rang, cho nén nhitng sy
kién biet dugc cho dén nay chi nhu 1a huyén stit. Mgt ty-kheo tai Pataliputra
tén la Pai Thién (Mahadeva), c6 v¢ la thu lanh cua Dai ching bd



(Mahasamghikas) bay gio néu 1én nam nghi thuyét vé canh gi6i ciia Arhat
(A-la-han): 1. Du s¢ du: A-la-han vi con nhyc than nén co thé bi tham &i chi
phdi; c¢6 noi con no6i rd 1a bi mong tinh (CBETA — Chinese Buddhist
Electronic Text Association — T49, no. 2032, p. 18, al1-13 ghi 1a ‘nocturnal
emission’ dung hon phai la ‘nocturnal ejaculation’) 2. V6 tri: A-la-han chua
hoan toan thoat khoi V6 minh; 3. Do du: A-la-han chua hét nghi ngo; 4. Tha
linh nhap: A-la-han con can trg luc bén ngoai mai biét minh dat Bo-dé; 5.
Dao nhan thanh ¢ khoi (Pao nuong vao am thanh ma sinh): A-la-han can
nhitng thanh am dac biét dé dat Dinh, va ngo chan li.

Dai ching bo khong nhimg da ing ho nam thuyét ciia Mahadeva ma
con di xa hon tan thanh luan thuyet ve canh gidi chirng ngd cua Phat con cao
hon A-la-han. Phai nay cho rang Phat la nhan vat siéu thé, vo tan, da dat
Nhit thiét tri, toan ning, thé nhip dai dinh vinh ciru, v6i thdn tim hoan toan
thanh tinh. Quan diém cta Pai chung by dugc xem la tién than cta giao
phép Dai thira sau nay. Nhung ddi voi Thuong toa bo, Phat van chi 1a mot
nhan vat lich str, duoc xem 1a mot bac van thé su biéu ton kinh, khong phai
13 hod than ciia mot that thé nao.

Trudng 130 bd da bai bac cac quan diém nay qua 1an két tap tha ba véi
bo Kathavatthu (Luan Sy) cua cao tdng Moggalliputta-Tissa, nhu da noi
trén.

Nim thuyét ciia Pai Thién da 1am cho su phan chia Tang-gia ra 1am hai
phai sdu xa hon khong thoéa hiép dugc nira. Nhung nhitng nghién ciru gan
day cho thdy “ngii thuyét” cua Pai thién chang c6 lién hé gi dén dai ching
bo ca. Nhung cang vé sau, nhiéu luan ban xuét hién lam xa dan khoang cach
dinh nghia giita tir Phat va tir A-la-han. Lic ban so diac Phat van ty cho
minh la mdt A-la-han.

Diéu nay con dugc Pai Chung Bo phat trién thém qua 1an két tap thi
tu, vao nam Phat lich 400, tc khdang dau TK th& 2 TL, tai Jalandhar
Kashmirthat, Kashmir, ma trong van hoc PG hay goi la xt O- Truong-Na
(Udyanna), gdm 500 vi ty-kheo duéi sy chu toa cia dai su Vasumitra (Thé
Hiru, dich am 1a Ba-tu Mat-da) va sy bao tro cia Hoang dé Kanishka I (127-
151 TL). Muc dich cta ky két tip nay 1a dé soan ra cac bo luan: Kinh S¢,
Luat S¢ va Luan S¢. DPai hdi nay chinh 1a khoi diém cho su phat trién cla
Sarvastivada (Nhat thiét hiru bo) va Dai thira (Mahayana) vé sau.



Vasumitra 1a T6 tht 7 ciia Thién tong An d6. Gido li ctia ngai nam gitra
Tiéu thira va Dai thira. Twong truyén Vasumitra 13 tic gia cia hai bo luan la
samayabhedavytihacakra-§astra (Di b0 tong luan ludn) va arya-vasumitra-
bodhisattva-samcita-§astra (Toén Ba-tu-mat BS Tét so tap luan). Chinh ngai
da dé cap dén sy tranh luan gitta Truéng 130 bo va 5 thuyét cua Mahadeva
trong ky Kkét tap thu ba dudi triéu Asoka; va bo Dai ti ba sa (Mahavibhasa)
duogc viét sau d6 dé boi lo Mahadeva, thu lanh cta Dai chung bo (CBETA -
T27, no. 1545, p. 510, c23-p. 512, al9). Phan nay da Iy giai rang phai Nhit
thiét hiru bo & vung tay béc An 14 hau dué cua nhiing vi A-la-han ké trén.

Riéng Thuong toa bo thi cho rang lan két tap lan thir tu da duoc to chirc
tai dong Aloka gan lang Matale & Tich Lan vao khoang 35-32 TTL do
Mabharakkhita chu toa, gém 500 vi ty-kheo, dudi sy bao trg cua vua
Vattagamani. (John Snelling, The Buddhist Handbook). Qua dai hoi, tam
tang ctia Truong l3o bo duoc hiéu dinh, sip xép, chu thich cia ba tang, roi
ghi lai Tam tang trén 14 co (palm) bang tiéng Pali.

Céc 1an két tap thir 5 va thir 6: déu duge Thuong Toa Bo t6 chirc vao
cac thoi ky 1868-1871 tai Madalay va 1954-1956 tai Yangon. Ca hai déu la
kinh d6 Mién Di¢n vao thoi tuong tmg.

---000---
Loi Két

Ngoai ra vua Asoka thuong di hanh huong chiém bai nhitng Phat tich
va cho dung nhiing ¢t tru da tan than, ma gﬁn day nhiéu cudc khao cd da
phat hién dugc ¢ Lumbini noi Buac Thich Ca dan sanh, hay ¢ Bo d& Pao
trang (Bodh Gaya) ma thoi a ay duoc goi 1a Sambodhi hay Vajirasana. Riéng
thach try & Bd dé Pao trang lai ¢6 khic Phap du sO VIII ban ra vao nam thir
10 sau khi ong dang quang. Ong con d& ra mot chuong trinh tu hioc Phat
phap cho tin 6. Ong ciing cho dung nhiing tru da ghi su lidu ngd Phat phap
ctia ong (nhu trén Tiéu thach phap du). Ong thuong truc tiép phan xir nhiing
cudc tranh ludn giita cic tong phai va cwong quyét ngin chin nhimg sy phan
hoa trong tang gia.



Tru da do Asoka cho dwng tai Lumbini

Pang tiéc 1a sau khi ong mét vao nam 232 TTL thi dé qudc Maurya
rong 16n ciing tan rd theo khoang 50 nim sau, va rdi bi giong ho Shungas
thay thé; va nhimg cong tac phuc loi xa hoi do ong dé xudng cing khong
kéo dai dugc 14u trir nhitng phap du khic vao da va anh hudng truyén ba dao
Phat qua Tich Lan va Péng Phuong.

Trin Tric-Lam
Seattle, Chom thu 2001. Hiéu dinh mua ha, 2007.

---000---

CHUONG HAI - NQI DUNG NHUNG PHAP DU KHAC TREN
DA CUA DAI DE ASOKA MAURYA

Hién nay co kha nhiéu ban dich ra Anh ngtt vé nhitng Phap du ctia Vua
Asoka vén duoc viét bang tleng Brahmi (Prakrit). Ban dich Viét ngir nay da
dua vao 2 ban Anh ngit phd thong nhat va dugc nhin dudi 2 goc do tiéu
biéu: 1). Giéi han 1am, cua cac tac gia Nayarayanrao Appurao Nikam va
Richard McKeon thudc Vién Pai hoc Chicago, an hanh nim 1959 (Viét tat
"Ban Nikam") va 2). Gi6i tang gia, cia Hoa thuong S. Dhammika
thudc Buddhist Publication Society, Sri Lanka, 4n hanh nim 1993 (Viét tit
"Ban Dhammika").



Qui doc gia co thé vao trang htip://www.accesstoinsight.org dé xem ban
Dhammika. Tuy vay, trong khi dbi chiéu dé 1am rd nghia hon giira 2 ban nay
ching t6i nhan thay ring ngoai nhimg khac biét vé van phong, ¢ vai doan
cac dich gia néi trén da c6 16i dién dich khac hin nhau. Vi thé ching t6i di
can nhéic chon 16i dich nao gin véi tinh thin ndi dung cua Phap du dé
chuyén ra Viét ngir, va dung nhitng tir ngit hop v6i duong thoi hon. Ngoai ra
ngay dudi mdi Phap du, chung toi thém phan ghi chii va nhan xét riéng
(NXR) dé giai thich nhitng khac biét, thay vi dé ¢ cudi bai khong dugc tién
dung. Du vay van khong thé tranh dwoc nhitng so sot. Mong dwoc qui vi cao
minh chi gido. Mong bai viét nay dong gop phan nao vao tai liéu Sir Phat
Giao. Da ta.

---000---

A. Mwoi Bén Pai Thach Phap Du

A.1: DPTPD I

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi, ban 1énh cho ghi phap du nay '. Trong lanh thd
do trAm cai tri khong sinh linh nao duoc sat hai hoic té séng va khong tiéc
ting lién hoan nao duoc t6 chirc, boi Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi thdy nhiéu diéu
x4u 4c trong nhimng cudc tu hop lién hoan iy. Nhung Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi
van chuan y cho mdt vai cudc lién hoan khac.

Truge day, trong ngu tru (nha bép) hau cung cua trAim d3 c6 hang trim
ngan sinh thu bi giét hang ngay dé lam thirc dn. Nhung v6i Phap du nay ké
tir nay chi c6 ba loai sinh thi1 dugc phép ha thit ma thoi, 1a hai con cong va
mdt con nai, nhung thinh thoang méi 1am thit nai. Va rdi nay mai ca ba thu
nay ciing s& khoi bi giét.


http://www.accesstoinsight.org/
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Chtr Prakrit dugc chép lai tu DPTPD 1.
---000---

A2: DPTPD I

Khip noi * thudc 1anh thd do Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi cai tri, va dan cu
ngoai bién ai nhu dan Cholas, dan Pandyas, dan Satiyaputras, dan
Keralaputras, va xa hon nita dan Tamraparni, va ¢ Xt Yona (Hy-lap) do vua
Antiyoka cai tri, va vua cac xu lan can voi vua Antiyoka 3. Thién t&r, Vua
Piyadasi ban cho hai loai san soc y té: cho nguoi va cho thii. Noi nao khong
c6 thao dugc dé tri liéu, trAim cho du nhdp va trdng. Noi nao khéng co cii ré
hoic trai cdy lam thudc, trAim cho du nhap va trong. Doc cac duong tram cho
dao giéng va trong cay dé nguoi va thi dugce huong loi *.

---000---
A.3: PTPD III
Thién trr, Vua Piyadasi phan rang °: Phap du nay duoc ban ra sau mudi
hai ndm tram dang quang - Tram Iénh cho cac quan Yuktas, Rajjukas va

Pradesikas phai tuan du thanh tra khdp noi thudc 1anh thé do trdm cai trj mdi
5 ndm d¢€ huan du Chanh phap nhu duédi day, dong thoi lo cac chinh su khac
6



Biét kinh trong vang 101 cha me 1a viéc tbt, hao phong voi ban be, than
hiru, ba con, cc bac tu hanh 7 14 viéc t6t, khong sat sanh 13 viéc tot, biét
chung muyc trong ti€u pha va tiét kiém la viéc tbt, tt ca toan 1a nhiing diéu
phudc duc.

Triéu dinh nén bao cho cic quan dia phuong phai tuin thii nghiém
chinh nhirng diéu huan dy nay dung y cta tram.

---000---

A4: DTPD IV

Nhiéu trim nim trong qua khur, viéc sat hai sinh vat, ddi xir t& bac véi
ba con, va thiéu t6n kinh véi cac bac tu hanh di gia ting °. Nhung nay do
viéc thyc hanh Chanh Phap cua Thién tr, Vua Piyadasi, nén di¢u am cua
Chanh Phap thay dan cho tiéng tréng °. D3 nhiéu trim nim hién tuging vé
nhitng thién xa, voi lanh, sao bing va nhimng canh twong than linh da khong
xay ra. Nhung nay do Thién ti, Vua Piyadasi ¢ xty viéc khong ché sat hai
sinh tht, dbi xr 4n can v&i ba con, ton kinh cac bac tu hanh, va kinh trong

cha me va bac truong thugng, nhitng canh tugng diém lanh dy lai gia ting
10

Nhirng diéu ndy cing véi nhiéu 16i khac thuc hanh Chanh Phap di
dugc Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi khuyén khich, va ngai s& tiép tuc thing tién
vi€c thuc hanh Chanh Phap. R6i cling thé, cac con, chau va chéc cua Thién
tir, Vua Piyadasi s€ tiép tuc thang tién viéc thuc hanh Chanh Phap cho dén
hét doi; an tra trong Chanh Phap thi ho méi gido huan dan theo Chanh Phap
dugc. Thuc vy, gido huan theo Chanh Phap 1a cong tic cao ca. Tuy vdy ké
thiéu dao duc thi khong thé thyc hanh Chanh Phap duogc, boi viée thue hanh
va thang tién Chanh Phap 13 viéc dang ca tung.

Phap du nay dugc ghi dé nhing ke ké thira ctia tram hoan hi tan luc
minh thing tién Chanh Phép va khong dé suy thodi. Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi
da Iénh cho Phap du nay ghi lai mudi hai nam sau khi ngai dang quang.

---000---

AS: DTPDV

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan raing '': Lam diéu thién thuc kho. Ké nao
lam di€u thién la l[am duoc nan su. Tram da lam nhi€u dicu thién, va n€u cac



con, cac chau va hau dué cua trdm, cho dén hét doi noi guong tram thi s&
lam dugc nhitng dieu that tot. Nhung ai trong bon chiing bo bé du mot phan
huan du nay thi ching s€ lam diéu ac. Thuc vdy, lam dicu ac thi rat de 12

Trong qua kht khong hé co6 Phap Dai than (Dhamma Mahamatras),
nhung mudi ba ndm sau khi trdim ding quang chuc vu nay dugc bd nhiém.
Tt nay ho dugc uy nhiém lam viée Vv6i tat ca cac ton gido cho viée ciing cb
Chanh Phap, cho su thing tién Chanh Phap, va cho an sinh va hanh phuc cia
tat ca nhitng ai ngudng mo Chanh Phéap. Ho dugc iy nhiém lam viéc voi dan
Yonas (Hy-lap), dan Kambojas, dan Gandharas, dan Rastrikas, dan Pitinikas,
va cac dan khic & bién cuong phia tdy ctia lanh thd. " Ho duoc ty nhiém
lam viéc v6i quan si, cac cap chi huy, cac bac tu hanh, cac cu si, '* ké nghéo
kho, nguoi gia c4, va nhimg ai ngudng md Chanh Phap dé lo cho su an sinh
va hanh phiic ctia ho va dé ho khoi bi nhiing nhiéu.

Céc Phap Pai than dugc tiy nhiém 1am viéc dé cai thién cach ddi xir voi
ti nhan, dua dén viéc phong thich chung, va néu cac Phap Dai than nghi
rang "Ké ndy c6 mot ganh ning gia dinh", "Ké kia bi vu cao", "ké no di
gia", thi ho tién hanh viéc phong thich cac ké d6. Ho dugc iy nhiém lam
viéc khép noi, & day (noi bia ky dugc khéc, dung), & nhitng thi trin xa xOi,
trong nhitng hau cung thudc cic bao huynh hay bao ti ctia trim, va hoang
toc. Cac Phap Pai than chuyén lo truyén ba Chanh Phap dugc cir di khip noi
thudac 1anh thd, giita ngiroi dan ngudng mo Chanh Phap dé xem ai ngudng
md Chanh Phép, hay an tra trong Chéanh Phap, hay thuic hanh bd thi.

Phéap du nay duoc khéc 1én da dé n6 co thé truong ton va hau dué cua
tram c6 the theo day ma thuc hanh.

---000---

A.6: DTPD VI

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: "> Trong quéa khir, quéc su hodc cac
biéu tdu khong hé dugc dé trinh hoang thuong thudng xuyén. Nhung nay
tram ra 1énh nay, khi cac quan c6 chuyén bam béo vé dan tinh trong nudc thi
c6 thé dén gap tram bt cir lac nao va bat cit & dau, du trAim dang ngu thién,
dang & trong hau cung, trong cdm cung, trén long xa, trong ngu gia, trong
thuong uyén hay dang cau nguyén. Va khi mot ban bo hay tuyén duong
bang khau 1énh, hodc vi qudc vu khan cap trim uy quyén cho cac Phap Dai



than, ma gy nén su bat dong hay ban cai trong triéu thi phai cip bao cho
tram bi€t ngay bat ctr luc nao va bat ctr & dau. D6 1a ménh 1€nh cua tram.

Trim khong hé bao gio bang long v0i viée lam va canh canh cho qubc
vu ctia trim. TrAm cho rang viéc thang tién an sinh cua than dan I nhiém vu
cao ca nhat cta trdm, va ¢t 16i cua viée nay la phai chinh minh tan lyc. boi
voi trim, khong co6 diéu gi quan trong hon 1a viéc thing tién an sinh cua than
dan, va tat ca nhitng nd luc ctia trim chi 14 tra cai no trdim méc chung sinh dé
muu cdu hanh phuc cho ho trong doi nay va dat dén thién gidi trong kiép
sau.

Vi vay tram 1énh cho Phap Du niy dugc khic ra dé truong ton va cac
con, cac chdu va chat cta tram noi theo vi sy an sinh cho moi nguoi. Tuy
nhién day la mdt viéc khé néu khong nhiét tdm va tan suc.

---000---

A.7: DPTPD VII

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi mudn ring tit ca mén dd cua cac tin ngudng
déu chung séng trén dat nudc cia trim, vi tt ca bon ho déu mong cau ty ché
va thién tim. '° Nhung con nguoi thuong c6 nhiéu xu hudng va khat vong
khac nhau, nén ho c6 thé thyc hanh dugc mot phan hay tat ca nhitng diéu

ay.

Nhung ké thiéu ty ché, 1ong khong trong sach, thiéu 4n tinh va tin tim
ma lai nhan lam pham vat cing duong, thi ké 4y 1a gian ac. '’

---000---

A.8: DTPD VIII

Trong qua khu, cic thién tr hay tuan du dé sin bin hodc vui choi.
"Nhung mudi ndm sau khi 1én ngdi, Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi da dén tham Bb
Pé Pao Trang " va nhu thé thiét ché nhitng cudc Phap du hanh (Dharma-
yatras). ° Trong nhitng 1an nhu thé, cac viéc sau di duoc lam: viéng tham va
qua tang cho cac bac tu hanh, viéng tham va ting (tién) vang cho ngudi gia,
viéng tham dan ¢ thon qué, huan du ho vé Chanh Phap va thao ludn véi ho
vé Chanh Phap khi thich hop. Nhimng diéu nay di lam Thién tir, Vua
Piyadasi dep mat va lai dugc xem nhu 1a mot méi thu hoach khac. '



---000---

A.9: DTPD IX

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: > Ngudi ta hay ciing nhiéu 18, nhat
la nhitng dip dau om, khi cudi hoi, Iuc sinh nd, trudc mot chuyen di xa. Pac
biét 1a phu nir lai con bay ra lam I¢ 1at vat, vo nghia khac.

Khong c6 gi quiy véi nhiing 18 cing bai nay nhung thuong thi chang
dem lai két qua nao. Chi co L& Chanh Phéap (Dharma-mangala) 13 mang lai
rt nhiéu két qua. N6 bao gdm viéc ddi xur tir té voi nd ti va gia nhan >, ton
kinh thay day, ding doc 4c véi sinh linh, va cing duong cho cac bac tu
hanh. Nhitng viéc nhu thé duoc goi 1a L& Chanh Phap. Vi thé mot nguoi cha,
mdt ngud con, mot nguoi anh em, mot nguoi chu, mot ngudi ban, mot ngudi
phéi ngiu, hay ca ngudi hang xom thay thé nén bao: "Nhiing viéc nay tot,
nén lam cho dat dén muc dich, t6i nén tham dy."

Nhimng budi cing 18 khac, du dat muc dich hay khéng van chang c6
mAy gia tri. Nhung nhitng muc dich nay, néu co, chi han ché trong doi nay.
Con Lé Chanh Phép thi v6 cung. Cho du né khong dat dwge muc dich trong
doi nay, né tao ra vo luong phude dirc cho doi sau. Néu L& Chanh Phap dat
du’()’c2 muc dich trong doi nay thi lai c6 ca phudc duc trong doi nay va doi
sau.

Long hao phong thuc dang ca ngoi. Nhung khong ¢6 qua nao 16n bang
qua Chanh Phap, hodc bang loi Ic Chanh Phap. Vi thé, mot nguoi ban,
ngudi khach, ba con, hoac ngudi phéi ngiu nén ¢ xay ngudi khac khi co
hoi dén va bao rang: "Diéu nay tbt, nén lam, rat dang khen. Lam viéc ndy ta

c6 thé dat thién giéi." Va co viéc gi con gi tri hon 1a dat thién gi¢i?"

---000---

A.10: PTPD X

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi khong xem vinh quang va danh vong c6 gia tri
gi trir phi than dan cia trAim déu nghe dén Chanh Phép va thuc hanh Chanh
Phap trong hién tai va tuong lai. ** Chi ¢6 diéu nay Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi
méi mudn duge vinh quang va vang danh.

Tat ca moi nd lyc cia trAm chi nham dén giai thoat cho con ngudi khoi
vong nd 1¢ trong doi tir nay vé sau. Boi ac nghiép 1a vong nd 1¢. That 1a nan



su cho k& giau va ngudi nghéo trir phi ho tan lyc va tir bo tham vong. Lai
cang kho boi phan cho k& giau hon 1a ngudi nghéo.

---000---

A.11: DPTPD XI

Thién tr, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: ** Khéng qua nao béng qua Chanh
Phap (Dharma-dana), * khong sy quen biét nao bang su quen biét Chanh
Phap (Dharma-samstava), khong sy san xé nao bang su san xé Chanh Phap
(Dharma-samvibhaga), va khong su than thudc nao bang sy than thudc
Chanh Phap (Dharma-sambandha). Va n6 bao gdém nhimng diéu nay: ddi xu
tu te v0i no ti va gia nhan, kinh trong cha me, hao phong véi ban bé, phdi
ngau, ba con, cac bac tu hanh, va ding sat sinh. Vi thé mot nguoi cha, mot
ngudi con, mot ngudi anh em, mot ngudi chii, mot nguoi phdi ngu, hay mot
ngudi hang xom nén bao rang: "Piéu nay c6 phudc dic, nén lam." Béng
cach biéu qua Chanh Phap, nguoi ta duoc 1gi 1oc ngay trong doi nay va vo
luong phudce duc trong doui sau".

---000---

A.12: DPTPD XII

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi ton kinh tat ca cac bac tu hanh va cac cu si cia
cac ton gido qua qua cap ngai ban va nhiéu sy vinh du. ** Nhung Thién tir,
Vua Piyadasi khong coi trong qua cép hay vinh du bé'mg su tang truong vé
dao hanh cua nguoi ¢6 tin ngudng. 3 Su tang trudng ve dao hanh c6 thé dat
duogc bang nhiéu 16i, nhung cai gbc ré van la phai kém ché 10i n6i, khong
dugc dé cao ton gido minh va lai phi bang ton gido khac mot cach vo co,
hodc 1a khi ding cé thi lai qua da.

Du bét ky 1y do nao, tin ngudng cua k& khac can phai dwoc ton vinh.
C6 nhu vay thi ton giao ciia minh ciing duoc loi 16c, va ton gido cia k& khac
nira. Nguoc lai thi ton gido ciia minh bi tén hai, va ton giao cua k€& khac nira.
K& nao huyénh hoang vé ton gido ciia minh vi cudng tin va phi bang ton gido
k& khac v6i ac y "Dé ta 1am vinh quang dao cua ta", thi chi 1am t6n hai dén
ton gido ciia minh. Vi thé, sy hoa ddng ton gido 1a diéu tét. ** Ai ciing phai
lang nghe va t6n kinh giao 1y ciia dao khéc.

Thién tr, Vua Piyadasi muon rang moi nguoi nén tim hiéu thém gido ly
chan chinh cua ton gido khac.



K& nao chi biét ¢b chap véi ton gido ctia minh thi phai duoc day ring:
Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi khong coi trong qua cap va vinh du bang su ting
truong vé dao hanh ciia moi ton gido. Pé dat dén diéu nay, cac Phap Dai
than, cac Dai thin chuyén lo vé hau cung, nhitng quan lai trong nom nhiing
ving xa x6i va nhitng quan lai khac phai tan tam. Va két qua 1a ton gido cta
mdi ngudi déu thiang tién va Chanh Phap ciing duoc rang rd.

---000---

A.13: DPTPD XIII

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi xam chiém Kalinga tdm niam sau khi ngai dang
quang. 3 Mot trim nam chuc ngan nguoi bi bét va bi dﬁy, mot tram ngan
ngudi bi giét va rat nhiéu ngudi nita chét vi nhimg 1y do khac. Ngay sau khi
Kalinga duoc chinh phuc, Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi manh mé& nghiéng vé hoc
hoi Chanh Phép, yéu thich Chanh Phap va mudn phat trién Chanh Phép.

Nay Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi rat xtic dong va lay lam héi han da chinh
phuc Kalinga. Thyc véy Ngai rat budn va hdi tiéc viéc chinh phuc mot dan
toc bat khuat qua tan sat, chét choc va day ai. Piéu quan trong hon dé lam
Thién Tt hdi han 1a cac bac tu hanh cling nhu gidi cu si, tin dd cua céc ton
gido clia nudc nay - tat ca déu thuc hanh kinh trong bac trudng thuong, cha
me va thay day, d6i xir tir t& va trung thanh v&i ban be, ngudi quen, k& phéi
ngau, ba con, nd ti, gia nhan - da bi thuong, bi giét hay bi chia lia v&i ngudi
than. Ngay ca nhiing k& khong bi hé hin ciing dau khé khi thay ban be,
ngudi quen, ngudi phdi ngau va ba con bi lién lyy. Nhirng viéc ndy lam
Thién tir, vua Piyadasi dau budn.

Khong ¢ nude nao, trir xtt cia nguoi Yonas (Hy Lap) ¢ d6 khéng co
cac bac tu hanh (gidng nhu tu-si Ba-la-mén va dao si kho hanh), va khong &
noi nao ma cu dan lai khong phung tho ton gido nay hay tén gidao no. [33]
Boi thé, du sb tir vong hay s6 bi day ai qua tran Kalinga chi bang mot phan
trim hay mot phan ngan cua thuc su, diéu ndy ciing lam Thién t, Vua
Piyad}as:?’i4 dau budn. Ngai nghi riang nhitng ai pham 15i nén duoc tha thir néu
co thé.

Ngay d6i v6i dan moi Ig nay song dudi quyén cai tri ciia Thién tir, Vua
Piyadasi, cting nén theo 16i song moi ma cu xu dang hoang. Ching nén dugc
khuyén céo rang di Ngai h6i han nhung Ngai van con dii quyén luc dé trimg



tri bon chung néu chung pham t6i dang chét. Thuc vay, Thién ti mudn ai
cling dugc vo hai, tu ché, va cong bang, ngay ca nhitng k& pham 16i.

Nay Thién t, Vua Piyadasi xem Chinh Phuc bang Chanh Phap
(Dharma-vijaya) méi 1a cudc chinh phuc quan trong nhat. *> Cudc chinh
phuc nay di chién thing lién tuc khong nhiing trong x{r ma con ca véi nhiing
dan séng ngoai bién cuong xa dén su traim do-tuan, (yojanas) ** & d6 vua
Yona (Hy-Lap) 14 Antiyoka cai tri, va xa hon nita noi cua bén vua khéc cai
tri, do 1a vua Turanmaya, Antikini, Maka, va Alikasudara,”’ xuéng phia nam
v6i dan Cholas, dan Pandyas, va con xa hon nira 1a dan Tamraparni. **

0 day trong lanh thd cua Thién tu, gitta dan Yonas, ¥ dan Kambojas,
dan Nabhakas, dan Nabhapamkits, dan Bhojas, dan Pitinikas, ddn Andhras
va dan Palidas, khip noi dan déu theo 10i gido huén vé Chanh Phap cua
Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi.

Ca dén nhitng x&r ma st gia cua Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi chua dén, dan ¢
day ciing d3 nghe dén Chanh Phap va nhimg chiéu chi cua Thién tir vé
Chanh Phép nén ho di tuan thu va tiép tuc tuan thu. Cudc chinh phuc bang
Chanh Phép nay dién ra khip noi va dem lai niém han hoan - niém han hoan
chi do chinh phuc bang Chanh Phap dem lai ma thoi. Nhung niém hén hoan
ciing chi 14 két qua nho. Thién tir xem qua git dugc trong doi sau méi thuc
quan trong.

Tram cho ghi Phap du nay dé cac con va chau ciia trim khi ké vi dimg
liy x4m lang lam thanh tich. Néu chinh phuc thi nén khoan hoa va nhe trimng
phat. Nén xem chinh phuc bang Chanh Phap 1a cudc chinh phuc that sy, boi
no6 co két qua trong doi nay va doi sau. Hay vui ldy niém vui trong Chanh
Phép (Dharma-rati), boi n6é mang lai két qua tot rong doi nay va doi sau.

---000---

A. 14: DTPD XIV

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi ra 1¢nh cho nhitng Phép du nay dugc ghi. Vai
ban dugc ghi ngin gon, vai ban dugc ghi vira du hay vai ban dugc ghi dai
hon. * Khéng phai tat ca déu dugc trung bay khap noi boi 1anh thd cua trAim
rat rong. Nhiéu ban d3 duge khic va trAm s& con sai 1am thém.



Vai Phap du da dugc 14p di I4p lai vi 16i hay ¥ dep ctia 10i day dé than
dan thyc hanh noi theo. Vai Phap du khéng hoan tat vi khong thich hop voi
dia phuong, hodc vi can loai b, hodc vi 15i ctia ngudi ghi khic.

---000---

B. Nhitng Thach Phap Du Kalinga

B.1: TPDKa I

Thién tr, Vua Piyadasi phén lénh nay cho cac Dai than & Tosali ciing 14
cdc Phan quan thudc thanh 4y: *' TrAm mudn thiy nhimg gi trim xem 1a
chinh dang phai dugc thi hanh nghiém chinh. Tram phai chi thi cho cac
nguoi 16i thuc hién diéu nay vi trfim da dat cac nguoi & vi tri phai thu phuc
dugc nhan tdm cua hang van nguoi.

Moi ngudi déu 1a con céi cua trAm. Nhitng gi trAim wéc mudn cho con
cai cta tram, nhu phuc lgi va hanh phiic cho doi nay va doi sau, trdim déu
wdc mudn nhu thé cho than dan. Cac nguoi khong hiéu 1ong trim mudn nhu
thé nao vé nhitng diéu nay, va dit mot vai ngudi trong cac nguoi hidu di nita
ciing khong thiu dao hét long cua trAm.

Céc nguoi phai quan tim dén didu nay. Trong khi thi hanh luat phap
nhiéu ngudi phai bi giam cam, tra khao va ngay ca bi giét vo cd nén long
dan ta than. Vi thé céc nguoi phai hanh sy that vo tu. Phai tranh ti hiém, tic
gian, tan bao, thu ghét, nhan tim, triy ludi hoic mét nhoc. Ludn phai tu hoi
"Nhirng thoi ay c6 o trong long ta khong?" Cot 16i van 1a khong tirc gidn va
nén nhan nai. Quan chirc ndo chan mét Kkhi thi hanh cong 1y khong nén duoc
thang chirc, k& khac thi cang thing tién va nén dugc dé bat. Ai trong cac
nguoi hiéu dugc diéu nay nén néi véi dong su "Cé gang thi hanh nhiém vu
ma Thién tir giao pho. Nhu vay, nhu thé nay dung 1a 10i day cua Thién tir,
Vua Piyadasi."

Thyc hién nghiém chinh huén du nay thi gat duoc nhiéu két qua, con
néu lam khac di thi chang dat dén thién gidi va ciing chang lam Thién tir hai
long. Néu cac nguoi that bai trong nhiém vy s& lam trim kém vui. Néu thuc
hién nghiém chinh thi c4c nguoi s& dat thién gidi va dep long trim.

Phap du nay phai dugc tuyén cdo cho moi nguoi vao mdi ngay Tisya. **
N6 cling ¢6 thé dugce doc cho nhiing ca nhén vao nhimg dip dac biét ¢ nhirng
ngay khac. Néu lam dugc nhu thé 1a cac nguoi thi hanh nhiém vu.



Phap du nay da dugc ghi ¢ day dé nhac nho cac Phan quan trong thanh
nay lic nao cling nén cd ) gang tranh giam cam va tra tin khong chanh dang.
Pé dat duoc diéu nay trdm sé phai cac Pai quan nhén 4i di thanh tra mdi 5
nim xem cac Phan quan c6 theo dung 16i day cuia trAm. Hon nita, vi hoang
tir cai tri thanh Ujjayini s& phai nhitng vi quan thanh tra nhu thé mdi 3 nam.
Ciing 1am nhu thé tir thanh Taksasila. Nhitng dai quan thanh tra nay khong
dugc chénh mang cong tac, va ho phai bao dam 13 nhitng phan quan theo
dung huén du cua Thién ti.

---000---

B.Z: TPDKa Il < [ Formatted: Centered

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan 1énh nay cho cic Pai than & Samapa: *
Tram muon thay nhimg gi tram xem la chinh dang phai duoc thi hanh
nghiém chinh. Tram phai chi thi cho cac nguoi 10i thyc hién diéu nay.

Moi ngudi déu 1 con cai cua tram. Nhiing gi trim uéc mudn cho con
cai cua tram, nhu phtic lgi va hanh phic cho doi nay va doi sau, tram deu
udc muon nhu thé cho than dan.

Nhimng dan toc chua bi chinh phuc & ngoai bién cuong cia linh thd
tram c6 thé dang thic méc: "Hoang thugng dang tinh toan gi vé ching ta?"
Y dinh duy nhit cia trdm 13 chung séng ma khong phai so hii gi dén trim,
va tin tuéng tram; 1a trim s& ban cho ching hanh phuc chir khong phai khd
dau. Hon nira, chung nén ghi nhé rang trAm tha thtr cho chung nhiing 151 1am
c6 thé tha thir dugc; va rang chiing nén noi gwong trim ma thyc hanh Chanh
Phap dé huong phude trong doi nay va doi sau.

Tram day diéu nay 1a dé tra ci ng ma trdm da chiu, va dé cac nguoi
hiéu 18 10ng quyét tim va 1oi cam két khong lay chuyén duoc cia tram. Vi
thé, dé thuc hién dwoc diéu nay cac nguoi phai thi hanh nhiém vu va lam
bon chiing an tim tin tuéng rang "Hoang thuong ciing nhu 1a nguoi cha vay.
Ngai thwong ching ta nhu thuong chinh Ngai. Chung ta d6i voi Ngai ciing
nhu 1a con céi ciia Ngai vay."

Tram day cac nguoi va cho cac nguoi biét vé long quyét tim va 1oi cam
két khong lay chuyen dugc cta trim. TrAm s& bd nhiém céac quan chuc thi
hanh diéu nay & khip cac tinh. ** Han nhién, cic nguoi con ¢ thé khich 18
bon chung tin twdng trdm va bao dam an sinh va hanh phuc cho ching trong



doi nay va doi sau. Lam dugc nhu thé, cadc nguoi sé dat thién gigi va giup
tram tra cai ng cho ching sinh.

Phép du nay da dugc ghi khic ¢ day dé cc Pai than c6 thé tan tuy
khich 1€ cac dan ngoai bién cuong luodn tin tuéng vao tram va khuyen khich
chung thuc hanh Chanh Phap.

Phap du nay phai dugc tuyén cao cho moi nguoi mdi bén thang luc dau
mua, ** vao mdi ngay Tisya. N6 cling co thé duoc tuyén cao vao nhing ky
giita nhimg ngay ké trén; va c6 thé duge doc cho nhimg c4 nhan vao nhimng
dip dac biét. Lam dugc nhu thé 1a céac nguoi thi hanh nhi€m vu.

---000---

C. Tiéu Thach Phap Du

C.1: TTPD L. (Con goi 1a Phap Du Maski)

Thién tir, Vua Asoka phéan rang: ** TrAm d3 tré thanh mot cu si Phat tir
(Upasaka) hon hai nim rudi, nhung khong méy thuan thanh. Mai d&én nay
sau khi khi thuong dén viéng Tang gia (Shanga hay Shamga) hon mot nim
trAm trd nén rat thuan thanh. ¥/

Than dan cia trAim néu chua co tin ngudng thi nén noi theo.” Pay la
két qua cuia 1ong nhiét thanh chir khong phai vi ngudi cao ca méi lam duoc.
Cho ngay dén ca ngudi hén ha,* néu c6 1ong nhiét thanh van co thé dat thién
gidi. Va tuyén ngon nay dugc ghi lai cho muc dich dy. Hiy nhiét thanh 1én
h&i ngudi cao ca va k& hén ha, hiy dé cho cic dan ¢ ngoai bién cuong biét
va hdy dé cho long nhiét thanh truong ton. Va rdi 1ong nhiét thanh s& ting
truong, nod s& ting truong to 16n hon, no s& ting truong gip mot lan rudi. *°

Thong diép nay da dwgc Thién tir tuyén cdo hai trdm ndm chuc lan
trong chuyén du hanh. *'

---000---
C.2: TTPD II. (Con goi 1a Phap Du Brahmagiri)
Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: >* Phai kinh trong, vang 15i cha me

va cac bac truong thuong. Phai ton trong sinh mang. Ping noi di. Phai
thuc hanh nhitng gidi nay ctia Chanh Phap.



Ciing nhu thé, hoc tro phai ton kinh ‘thé”ly day, va trong gia dinh phai
lich thiép v4i than nhén. Day la 1€ lut truyén thong ciia Chanh Phap dan dén
trurong sinh. Ai cling phai hanh dong nhu thé.

Ghi boi ngudi khic (tén 1) Chapala.
---000---

C.3: TTPD III. (Con goi 1a Phap Du Bairat hay Bhabra)

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi gdi 10i chao Tang gia, va cau chiic khoe manh
va an lac, déng thoi thua ré‘mg:5 3 Bach chu tén durc, chu vi d3 rd dirc tin cao
ca clia trAim vao Phat, Phap va Tang nhu thé nao rdi. Bach chu ton dirc,
nhimg gi e Phat thuyét giang déu 1a diéu ngon. >* Phai phép ma noi, thua
chu vi, diéu Chanh Phap phai truong ton. >

Bach chu ton dirc, nhitng bai phap - trich tir Gidi Luat, Ldi Séng Cao
Thuong, Au Lo dén, Bai Ca Pao Si, Bai Giang vé Cudc Séng Tinh Khiét,
Nhitng cau hoi ciia Uu-Ba-Dé-Xa, va Bai giang vé vong ngir do Dirc Phat
day cho La-Hau-La — nhimg bai phap nay, kinh thua chu vi trim mudn tat ca
Ty-Khuu va Ty-Khuu-Ni (ting va ni) nén thuong tung niém. *°*Nhiing Uu
Ba Tat va Uu Ba Di (cu si nam va nit) cling nén lam nhu thé. TrAm cho ghi
Phap du nay dé chu ton dirc hiéu dugc ¥ tram.

---000---

D. Bay Thach Tru Phap Du
D.1: TTrPD 1

Thién ti, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: >’ Phap du nay dugc ghi hai muoi
sau nam khi trim ding quang. Hanh phuc doi ndy va doi sau thyc kho ma
dat dugc néu khong hét long yéu thich Chanh Phép, hét 1ong tu xét, hét long
kinh trong, vang 151, hét Iong kinh so (ac nghiép), va hét long hang hai.

Néu theo ding 1oi day cua tram vé ton kinh Chanh Phap thi long yéu
thich Chanh Phap gia tang moi ngdy, va sé tlep tuc gia tang. Moi quan lai
cac cap cua triéu dinh tir thuong, trung va ha cap déu thuc hanh theo Chanh
Phép ding nhu 16i day cua trdim, va c6 kha ning cam kich nguoi khac lam
nhu thé. Cac dai than & bién cuong ciing lam nhu thé. Va day 1a nhimg 15
day ctia trAm: cai tri theo Chanh Phap, ning cao su an lac cta dan theo
Chanh Phap, va che ché ho theo Chanh Phap.



---000---

D.2: TTrPD 11

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Chanh Phap thi diéu hao, nhung cai
gi tao nén Chanh Phap? N6 gdm lam lanh tranh dit, nhan 4i, hao phong, chan
that va trong sach. Tram da ban cho su sang bé'mg nhiéu cach. *® TrAm di ban
nhiéu sic chi nhan tir bao gdm qua cua su séng cho nhimng sinh vat hai va
bdn chan (ngudi va thu), trén khong va dudi nude, . Va con nhidu viée
thién khac do trdm lam nén.

Phap du nay dugc ghi dé than dan noi theo, va dé nd trudng ton. Va ai
noi theo dung s€ 1am nhicu thi¢n nghiép.

---000---

D.3: TTrPD III

Thién tr, Vua Piyadasi phan ring: Nguoi ta chi thiy viéc tot ciia minh,
bao ré‘mg: "Ta da lam viéc thién nay." Nhung ho lai khong nhin théy viée x4u
ho lam ma bao rﬁng "Ta da lam ra viéc ac nay, diéu nay goi la ac nghié¢p".
Nhung sy tu giac rat kho thdy.*” Nguoi ta nén tu bao thé nay:" Nhimg viéc
nay dua dén didu ac, dén bao hanh, dén hung han, dén gian dir, dén kiéu
cing va ganh ti. Ta dimg mic vao". Va hon nira, nguoi ta nén nghi rang:
"Piéu nay dwa dén an lac trong doi nay va doi sau."

---000---

D.4: TTrPD IV

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan ring: Phap du nay di dugc ghi hai muoi
sau nam sau khi trAim ddng quang. Cac quan dau tinh (Rajjukas) dang cai tri
dan, hang trim ngan dan. Ho dugc giao cho trong coi viéc thinh cau cta dan
va thi hanh cong Iy mdt cach vo tu va hién hau, va nho thé ho méi cham lo
cho an sinh va phiic 1oi ctia dan. Nhung ho nén nhén rd diéu gi gay ra hanh
phuc va khd dau cho dén, va boi ho hiang ngudng mdé Chanh Phap, ho nén
khuyén khich dan 1am nhu thé dé c6 thé dugc an lac trong doi nay va doi
sau. Nhimg quan dau tinh (Rajjukas) nay hét long phung su trim. Ho cung
tuan 1énh nhitng thuong quan (Purusas) da hiéu y trdm va chi thi ho dé lam
tram vui 1ong. Ciling nhu mot ngudi an tdm giao con minh cho vii nudi ngi



rang: "Ba vl nay s€ sdn soc tot con minh," nén tram da bd nhi€ém cac quan
de lo cho an sinh va phuc lgi cua than dan.

Cac quan dau tinh dugc giao cho trong coi vi¢c thinh cau cua dan va thi
hanh cong 1y nén ho da thi hanh nhiém vu mot cach qua quyét, hién hau va
vui vé, va nho thé ho méi cham lo cho an sinh va phuc loi ciia dan. Trim
mubn rang phai c6 mot sy cong bang trong ludt phap va trong viéc két toi.
Tram con di xa hon, trAm muon gia an trlen han thém ba ngay cho nhiing tu
t6i trudc khi hanh hinh. Trong thoi gian 4y, than nhén cua chung co thé
khiéu nai dé khoi toi chét. Néu khong con ai khiéu nai cho chung, tir toi ¢6
the bb thi hay chay tinh dé duoc phudc trong doi sau. Tram thyc long mudn
rang, theo 16i nay, néu thoi gian cua tir t91 khong con bao lau hén ciing ¢6
thé chuén bi cho doi sau, va rang viéc thuc hanh Chanh Phap cua dan qua tu
ché va bd thi s& duoc gia ting trong than dan.

---000---

D.5: TTrPD V

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Hai muoi siau niam sau khi dang
quang, tram ra Iénh nhiing thu vat sau day dugc triéu dinh bao vé: két, chim
sao sau, ngdng, vit troi, doi, kién chua, ba-ba, cé4 khong xuong, %! ria, nhim,
soc, huou c6 gac gia, bo duc, tha nudi trong nha, té-giac, Itra hoang, aruna,
nandimukhas, gelatas, vedareyaka, gangapuputaka, sankiya, okapinda, bd
cau nu01 hodc hoang va tit ca nhiing thii bon chan c6 ich hodc khong an
duoc.

Nhiing dé cai, trtru cai, hoac heo rung cai dang nudi con hoac cho con
bu ciing duge bao vé. Ciing thé, nhiing tha con dudi sau thang. Ga trong
khong dinh thién, v cdy dang che ché sinh vat khong dugc dbt, va rimg cay
khong dugc dbt néu khong c6 1y do hodc chi dé giét thi. Khong duoc dung
mot con tha dé nudi con thi khac.

Vao ba ngay Caturmasis,” ba ngdy trang tron Tisya * va vao nhimng
ngay 14 va 15 cia thang Uposatha, ® ca khong dugc giét va ban. Vao nhiing
ngay ndy thi khong duoc giét trong nhimg khu bao tn voi va khu bao ton
ca. Vao ngay thr 8 va vao ngay 14 va 15 cua thang , vao ngay Tisya, ngay
Punarvasu *, ba ngdy Caturmasis va nhitng ngay thanh khac, bo duc, dé
duc, huou duc, heo ring va nhitng thi khac khong duogc thién. Vao ngay



Tisya, Punarvasu, Caturmasis va mdi nita thang ctia thang Caturmasis, ngua
va bo con khong dugc dong dau néng trén da.

Hai muoi sau nim sau khi trim ding quang, ti nhan dugc 4n x4 trong
hai muoi lam dip.

---000---

D.6: TTrPD VI

_ Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Muoi hai nim sau khi dang quang
tram da cho ghi nhung Phéap du vé an sinh va hanh phuc cua than dén, d€ ho
stra do1 ma phat trién theo Chanh Phap.

Tram tin rdng chi v6i cach ndy an sinh va hanh phuc cia than dan méi
dat dugc. Tram ludén quan tim dén 1am cach nao dé bao dam an sinh va hanh
phiic cho moi ngudi, khéng phai chi riéng ba con ciia trdim hodc dan song &
kinh d6 ma con ca dan séng ¢ nhitng ving xa x6i héo lanh. Trim dbi xir
binh déng nhu thé véi tit ca moi ngudi, moi gidi.

Hon nita, trim d3 ton kinh moi t6n gido bang moi cach cung dudng
nhung cach tot hon hét 1a tryc tiép thdm viéng ho.

Phap du nay dugc ghi hai muoi sdu nim sau khi tram ding quang.
---000---

D.7: TTrPD VII

_ Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Trong qua khir cac vua dd nghi dén
nhiu cach d¢ tang sy ngudng mg Chanh Phap cua dan. Nhung du vay, su
ngudng mo Chanh Phap ctia dan van khong tang trudng.

Vé viéc nay, Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang "Vi€c ndy cling da xay
ra v6i trim. Trong qua khir cic vua dd nghi dén nhiéu cach dé ting su
ngudng mo Chanh Phap cta dan. Nhung du véy, sy ngudng m¢ Chanh Phap
ciia dan van khong tang truéng. Nay phai lam sao dé khuyén khich than dan
tuan theo? Lam thé nao dé sy ngu’o‘ng mo cua thin dan gia tang qua sy
truyén ba Chanh Phap? Lam sao trim c6 thé nang cao ho qua sy truyén b
Chanh Phap?



Vé viéc nay, Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi con phan thém rang: "Viéc nay da
ting xay ra voi trim. Tram phai cong bd Chanh Phap va chi day Chanh
Phap. Khi than dan nghe dén 16i tuyén cdo va sy chi day, ho s& song theo
Chanh Phap, tu nang cao ho va tién bo qua su truyén ba Chanh Phap." Vi
muc dich nay ma trAim phai cong bé Chanh Phap va trim phai chi day Chanh
Phap bang nhiéu cach, va nhiing quan lai dugc 1énh phai ging truyén ba va
giai thich Chanh Phap thyc rd rang. Cac quan dau tinh cai tri hang trim ngan
ngudi duoc 1énh nhu thé dé hudng dan dan ngudng mo Chanh Phép.

Thién tr, Vua Piyadasi phan r?mg: “V6i myc dich nay, tram da cho
dung nhiimg Phap thach tru d¢ cong bd Chanh Phap, va bd nhiém cac Phap
Dai than d¢ truyén ba Chanh Phap."

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Doc dudng, trAim di cho trdng nhiéu
cdy da dé 1y bong mat cho thil va ngudi, va trim ciing da cho trong vuon
xo0di. Ctr cach khoang tam krosas, *’ trdim cho dao giéng nudc, xay nha nghi
chan, va & nhiéu noi trAm cho xdy bdén nude cho thi va ngudi dung. Nhung
day chi 1a nhing thanh tyu nho ma théi. Nhitng viéc nhu thé 1am cho dan vui
dd duoc nhiéu tién viong thuc hién. Trim lam nhitng diéu nay chi v&i myc
dich 12 moi nguoi c6 thé hing say thuc hanh Chanh Phap.

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Nhiing Phap Dai than ciia trim ban
ron véi nhitng cong tac gitip d& cac bac tu hanh va cu si cac ton gido. Tram
ra 1énh cho ho nén cham lo cho doi séng Ting gia. Tram ra 1énh cho ho nén
cham lo cho doi séng ciia cac tu-si Ba-la-mon va dao-si Ajivika. Trim ra
1énh cho ho nén chim lo cho doi song cua Niganthas. ® Tram ra 1énh cho ho
nén cham lo cho doi séng ciia cac tong phai khéc.

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Nhimng dai thdn nay va nhitng quan
lai quan trong khac ban ron phan phat qua ting cua trAim ciing nhu ctia cic
hoang hau. Trong hau cung cta tram, ho ciing t6 chure nhiing sinh hoat ctru
té khac, ngay ¢ day (kinh d6) va ¢ cac chau quan. Tram ciing ra 1énh cho céc
thai tir va hoang tir nén ban phat qua dé nhiing viéc thién cao ca ctia Chanh
Phap va viéc thuc hanh Chanh Phap duoc thing tién. Nhimng viéc thién cao
ca cia Chanh Phap va viéc thuc hanh Chanh Phap bao gom gia ting long
nhan tir, hao phong quang dai, chan that, trong sach, tir t& va thién tAm giita
moi nguoi.

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Nhitng viéc thién gi trAm da lam,
déu dugc than dan noi theo va thyc hién. Nho vay ma ho tién b va con ti€p



tuc tién bd qua su ton kinh cha me, ton kinh céc bac truong thugng, 1& phép
v6i ngudi gia va tir t& véi cac bac tu hanh, v6i ngudi ngheo, ké kho va ngay
ca voi nod ti va gia nhan.

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Nhing tién bd nay cua thin dan qua
Chénh Phap dugc thuc hién bang hai cach, bai nhitng qui dinh Chénh Phap
va boi thuyét phuc Nhirng qui dinh Chanh Phap thi khéng c6 hiéu qua may,
trong khi thuyét phuc thi hiéu qua hon nhiéu. Nhitng qui dinh Chanh Phap
trdm ban chaiing han nhu phai bao vé mot s6 tha, va nhiéu qui dinh Chanh
Phép khac. Nhung chi bang thuyét phuc thi tién bd cua than dan qua Chanh
Phép c6 nhiéu hiéu qua hon lién quan dén khong hanh ha sinh vat va khong
sat sinh.

Vé viéc nay, Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: O dau c6 thach tru hay
mat da thi & ddy Phap du duoc khic ghi dé né truong ton dén doi con chau
tram, va con dai 1au nhu mit troi va mat tring con soi sang dé than dan thuc
hanh theo 161 day Chanh Phéap. Boi qua thuc hanh Chanh Phap thi an lac méi
c6 trong doi nay va doi sau.

Phap du nay dugc ghi hai muoi bay nim sau khi tram diing quang.
---000---

E. Tiéu Thach Tru Phép Du

E.1: TTTrPD I (Con goi l1a Thach Tru Phap Du Rummindei)

Hai muoi nim sau khi dang quang, Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi da viéng
tham va 1€ bai noi nay béi vi ddy 1a noi Pirc Phat Thich Ca, Bac Giac Ngo
da ra doi. © Thién tir ¢a cho xay mot tudng da bao boc xung quanh va dung
mét thach tru. ° Va vi Ptec Thé Ton dan sinh & day, lang Lumbini T quoc
mién thué va chi dong mot phan tam néng san.

---000---

E.2: TTTrPD II (Con goi la Phap du Sanchi, hay Allahabad)

Thién tr, Vua Piyadasi 1énh cho Pai than cai tri & Kosambi rﬁng: 2 Ke
nao da chia r€ tang-gia khong dugc thau nhan vao tdng-gia nira.



Tang-gia cua ty-khuu hay tang-gia cua ty-khuu-ni nay da dugc hoa
hop, tiép tuc hoa hgp cho dén doi con va chau cia tram, va con dai lau nhu
mat trdi va mat trang con soi sang.

K& nao, du 1a ty-khuu hay ty-khwu-ni, quay réi trong ting gia bi budc
phai mic bach y " va khéng duoc séng trong tinh xa. " Udc mudn ciia trim
la tang-gia hoa hop va trudong ton mai mai.

---000---
E.3: TTTrPD III (Con goi 1a Phap du Sarnath)

[..] ” khéng ai dwge gy xdo tron ting-gia.

Néu mét ty-khuu hay mét ty-khuu-ni quiy réi trong tang gia, tang hay
ni 4y phai bi budc phai mic bach y va khong dugc sdng trong tinh x4.

Phap du nay phai dugc cong bd trong ting-gia cua ty-khuu va trong
tang gia cua ty-khuu-ni.

Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi phan rang: Treo mdt ban cua Phap du nay trong
hanh lang cua tinh x4; trao mot ban cho tat ca tin d0. Tin dd phai tu hop mdi
ngay chay dé hoc tap vé Phap du nay. Mdi quan lai phai thuong xuyén dén
du mdi ngay chay dé lam quen va hiéu ranh r& Phap du nay.

Lai nita, nguoi (chi vi quan dau tinh) phai ra 1énh xpéng khip noi thi
hanh nghiém chinh Phap dy nay. Cac pho quan thudc quyén cta nguoi cling
phai lam nhu thé ¢ khap cac chau huyén.

---000---
F. Phap Du Hang Déng Karna Chaupar

Muoi chin ndm sau khi dang quang, Thién tir, Vua Piyadasi 7 tang
hang dong nay, trong day doi tho mong Khalatika, khong hé bi ngap nudc
Vao mua mua.

---000---
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CHUONG BA - KHUNG CANH LICH SU'QUANH BO KINH
“MILINDA VAN DAO” (MILINDA-PANHA) HAY “NA-TIEN TY
KHEO KINH” CUA PHAT GIAO

Da&n Nhap

Thong thuodng ai cling nghi rang dao Phat chi moi dugce truyen sang tay
phuong trong céc thé ky gan day ma th6i, ma quén rang trong nhiéu thé ky
trude tay lich Phat gido (Vlet tat: PG) da thAm nhuan ving Tiéu A va tiy bac
An, 10i anh hudng trén ca nén triét hoc Hy-lap va gido ly cua vai ton gido
16n ¢6 ngudn goc tay phuong. Phét tr Viét nam vbn chiu anh huong sau dam
gi4o phap truyén tir Trung quoc nén it biét dén su giao hoa cua hai nén vin
hoa Hy-lap va PG khoi dau rat sém & ving dat nay.



Ngay cé khi dtc Phat Thich Ca con tai thé, ving dat xa x6i nay da tiép
xtc voi PG 1di. Trong mot bo kinh cia Thuong toa bo (Theravada) cé ghi
cau chuyén hai thuong nhan, tén Tapassu va Bhallika tir xr Bactria tim dén
viéng dtrc Phat va da trd thanh dé tir. Luc vé xt ho da xay dung nhiéu dén
dai tho Phat.

Khi Alexander xam chiém Bactria vao 329-327 TTL (cung khoang véi
thoi Chién qudc bén Tau: 403-221 TTL), thi ving nay di thudn PG. Pén
thoi ctia hoang dé Asoka Maurya (tir 269 dén 232 TTL), thi bién cuong cua
An D6 duge mé rong bao gdm ludn ving Gandhara nhd dudi duoc quan Hy
lui vé bén kia diy nai Hindu-Kush. Ong ciing d3 gdi nhiéu doan truyén gido
duoc ra hai ngoai dé truyén ba Phéat phap, do d6 PG da duogc lan tran manh
me hon.

Chinh tir nhiing hat gidng PG do hoang dé Asoka gieo & vung nay dan
16n manh va da dé lai anh huong khé sdu dam trong ving tay bac An, va con
luu méi dén nay nhu anh tugng duc Phat theo my thuat Hy-lap, nhiing y
niém manh nha cta PG dai thira phat sinh tir nhitng trung tdm van hoéa PG c6
mot thoi rat ruc rd, va mot bd kinh khong kém phén quan trong, d6 la bo
Milinda-Panha, da duoc Viét dich 1a "Di Lan Pa van kinh" hay dudi nhiéu
tén tuong tu.

Bai khao luan nay khong ban sau vao gido nghia cua b kinh, von da cé
nhiéu tac gia da luan gidi, ma chi chu trong vao lugc sir thoi dai cua hai nhan
vat chinh cta b kinh da song, d6 1a vua Mi-Lan-Pa va ty kheo Na-Tién.

---000---

Vwong quéc Bactria va xtr Gandhara & dau?

Pbi v6i dan Aryans da tran vao dat An (Arya-Varta) hon 15 thé ky
TTL, thi ving tiy bac An la dit cua Gandharvas hay chu thién véi ngoai
hinh tuyét hao, ranh vé 4m nhac, gioi vé than thong, vbn thuong duoc noi
dén trong Kinh Rig-Vedas (V¢ da), mot bo lich sur ¢ nhit cua nhan loai, cho
nén dan An goi vung nay la x(r Gandhara vdi kinh d6 Taxila (tiéng Sankrit 13
Takshasila, gan Rawalpindi thudc Pakistan bay gio), nay thudc Afghanistan
va Pakistan, noi phi nhi€u v6i 5 con song chay qua nén Han van con goi la
vung Ngii Ha, chinh 14 phy luu cia con song Indus bit ngudn tir Hy-ma-lap-
son. Sau khi nén vin minh cia thung ling song Indus bi tan lui thi vua
Darius (522 to 486 TTL) dan quén Persia chiém ving nay.



Vao thoi bay gio 16i giao thuong chu yéu dyua vao duong bo, va ving
ay lai ndm trén tuyen chién luge tir chau Au ¢ phia ty qua chau A ¢ phia
dong, tir Trung A & phia béc xuong luc dia An ¢ phia nam, cho nén dan tinh
ving nay khong bao gio duoc yén on lau dai vi cac thé lyc d¢é qudc ludn
luén xam lang n6 dé lam ban dap tién xa hon.

Ngay nay, cac tu liéu vé gai doan lich sir nay da dugc cong bd rat doi
dao, va bai nay da chon loc, so sanh va tong hop tir rat nhiéu ngudn khac
nhau nhu sir lidu ¢d cia cic nudc trong ving Pakistan, Afghanistan va
Trung déng do cac tic gia hién dai bién soan, tir nhimg cb vat do cac nha
khao cb ngiroi Phap dao xéi dugc, tir rai rac trong thanh dién Pali va dai
thura, cac anh twong dirc Phét ton tai den nay vv.. (3 day cling xin dugc luu
y doc gia dén ngudn st lidu qui gia vé cac vi vua gbc Hy-lap & vung Tiéu A
da duoc hai nha st hoc danh tiéng Hy-lap c6 1a Strabo va Plutarch ghi lai.

Strabo (sinh 63 hay 64 TTL, mat khoang 24 TL), mot su, triét va dia ly
gia Hy-lap. Tac phiam ndi danh cua ong la Geographia, gom 17 cudn viét
vao khoang ndm 7 hay 18 TL vé nhan vat, dia danh, trén thé gioi Hy-La vao
thoi ong.

Plutarch, tén dz‘?ly dii 12 Mestrius Plutarch, mdt nha st hoc va tiéu su
danh nhan hoc, ciing 1& ngudi Hy-lap sau Strabo (khéang 45-125 TL). Ong
sinh vao thoi cua hoang dé La ma Claudius. Ong tham quan rong rai ving
Dia trung hai, va vé sau giang day tai Rome, két giao véi nhleu nhan vat
chinh tri uy quyen trong Thuong vién. Cubi doi, ong quay vé sinh quan la
Chaeronea & Hy-lap, trd thanh mot trong hai tu si chinh trong dén tho
Apollo & Delphi, chuyén giai nhitng 16i sdm cua than Pythia. Ong con dugc
hoang dé Trajan cir 1am thai tha tai ving Achaea. Trong thoi gian ndy ong
viét nhiéu bo st quan trong.

Tac pham nbi danh cua éng 1a “Cudc doi ciia nhitng danh nhan Hy-lap
va La ma (Lives of the Noble Greeks and Roman)”; nhung bd sach con dugce
chu trong khéc 1a “Nhiing cudc doi twong dong” (Parallel Lives) so sanh 23
cap danh nhan Hy va La; va “Cudc doi cua Alexander”(Life of. Alexander).
Néi chung nhiing tac pham cta ong da anh hudng rat nhiéu dén nén vin hoc
va kich nghé tdy phuong, ngay ca Shakespeare ciing thudng tham chiéu.

Tru6e ddy, vua Darius 1 (521-486 TTL) cua Persia cling da sai nguoi
x(r Carian tén Scylax tham hiém vung ty bac An, va da ghi lai trong cudn



“"Peripulus". Khong lau sau Hectaeus (500 TTL) va Herodotus (483-431
TTL) ciing c6 viet ve cac thai thu (Satrapy) nguoi Persia & vung nay.

Dén thoi vua Alexander, nhiing cude khao sat ciing da dugc ghi lai boi
Strobe, Ptolemy, Pliny, Arrian va nhiéu ngudi khac. Ho cho biét 5 phu luu
cua song Indus 1a Hydaspes (Jehlum), Akesines (Chenab), Hydroatis (Ravi),
Hyphasis (Satluj) va Hesidros (Beas); 1am bién gidi cho 4 viong qudc trudc
khi Alexander xam lang.

---000---
Nui Tu-di: (Con goi la Meru hay Meros)

Trong vin chuong va cac ton gido gbc An déu_xem n6 nhu la mot ngon
nui than thoai va 1a tru chong cua qua dat, va theo An gido thi do cling 1a tra
XU cua vi than Shiva hay Vishnu.

Nhung dao quan x4m ling ciia cta vua Alexander sau khi tién vao ving
Gandhara, da tin 1a ho da kham pha ra ngon nai Meros va thanh Nysa trén
ay, nam khoang giita hai thanh Kapisa va Peucelaotis. Ciing theo than thoai
Hy-lap thi d6 1a noi sinh cia than Dionysus (df)ng hoa véi than Shiva).
Philostratus (khoang 175-245) da thudt lai trong cudn “Life of Apollonius of
Tyana"chuyén chang Apollonius Vleng thaim Gandara va sau nhiéu noi
thang tram tréo déo vuot sudi da lén dén dinh ngon Meros, noi c¢6 dén tho
than Dionysus véi tugng da tring mang dang vé ngudi thanh nién An.
[Philostratus, Live of Apollonius of Tyana 2.8; dich boi F.C. Conybeare]

---000---
Sw Hwng Thinh cua triéu dai Maurya & An

Khoang TK 4 TTL kinh d6 Pataliputta (Thanh hoa thi - nay la thanh
phd Patna) cua nu6c Magadha (Ma-kiét-da) tr¢ thanh trung tdm quyén luc
cuia An. Ngay trong Kinh Dai Bat Niét Ban, hé Pali (Maha-parinibbana
sutta) n6i v€ nhirmg ndm sau cung cua dirc Phét tai thé, Ngal da udc doan sy
phon thinh cua thanh Pataliputta vé moi mat. Phat day: “ ... Nay Ananda,
ché ndo cdc vi Ariyans an trii, chd ndo cdc nha thiong mdi qua lai, ché dy
sé thiét lgp mét thanh thi bdc nhdt tén goi la Pataliputta, mot trung tam
thwong mai. Nhung nay Ananda, Pataliputta sé bi ba hiém nan vé hia, vé
nude hay chia ré bat hoa.”



[Trong Trwong B Kinh (Digha Nikaya): Tap 1; Kinh sé 16; Tung
phém 1; Poan 28 — ban dich cua HT. Thich Minh Chau]. Béy gio ¢o vua
Mahapadma Nanda thay thé triéu dai Haryanka cai tri mot ving rong 16n tir
song Brahmaputra & phia déng dén Beas & phia tay.

Nim 327 TTL, Pai dé tré tudi ctia Hy-lap Alexander dd banh trudng
dat dai, dem quan danh bai quan Persia va thau tom luén ving Tiéu A. Hai
niam ké, 6ng 6n dinh ving Hindu Kush va Bactria (Baluchistan - bic A-phu-
han), thiét 1ap 1én nhiéu thanh phé nhu Samarkand, Leninabad (thuc Nga
ngay nay) va Chankar (phia bac Kabul), tai dung ¢ d6 Kapisa va doi tén 1a
Alasandra gan Caucasus (d¢ khoi bj nhdm vé6i Alexandria & Ai-Cap) v..v...

Thira thing ong dinh vuot séng Indus niam 325 TTL dé tién chiém An
thi bi chan lai ¢ song Jhelum (hay Hydaspes), vung Taxila (Takkasala) boi
mdt tiéu vuong Paurava biét dung voi tran, va roi su chéng tra ménh liét ciia
tudng Chandragupta Maurya; Alexander danh rat vé Babylon va chét & day
vi bénh st rét. Ngay sau khi Alexander mat vao ngay 10 thang 6, nam 323
TTL, cac tuéng tuy tung (diadochi hay diadochot) lién chia cit dé quoc
thanh nhitng vuong quc dé ty minh cai tri. Seleukos I Nicator ké vi
Alexander nam 323 TTL dong d6 ¢ Babylon, lap nén tri¢u dai Seleukos cai
tri mot dat nude rong 16n bao gdm cic nude ngay nay 1a Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, Mesopotamia, Persia, va Bactria. Phan dét & Ai-cép thi hau dué cua
tuong Ptolemy Soter thay nhau tri vi; va & Hy-lap thi do Antigonus
Monopthalmos ndm giit. Nhitng nam chién tranh danh quyén luc ké tiép cua
cac dong ho nay di 1am dan tinh ving Tiéu A va T4y bic An bi khd nan
trién mién.

Trong khi d6 ¢ An vio nim 321 TTL. Chandragupta lat d6 Nanda va
18p ra tri€u dai Maurya.

Hoang dé Seleukos I Nicator



Niam 304 TTL Seleukos I lai ¢6 xdm ling An lan nira, nhung ciing bi
day lui boi Chandragupta Maurya. Str cho rang Chandragupta di xtr dung
dén 100,000 linh va 9,000 voi tran. Sau cung Seleukos I danh lap hoa udc
nhuong vung Baluchistan va ga con gai cho Chandragupta dé doi lay 500
thét voi. Seleukos I con gbi st than 13 Magasthenes dén ngu ¢ kinh do
Panaliputta (Thanh hoa thi) duoi tridu Chandragupta, ma dén nay nhiing tau
chuong cua 6ng van con ton tai dé hau thé biét duoc sinh hoat chinh tri cta
xt Magadha thoi bay gio.

Chandragupta tri vi duoc 23 ndm, ngudi con trai ké vi 1a Bindusara &
ngdi dugce 25 ndm va mat ndm 273 TTL. Vua Bindusara ciing c6 mét st than
Hy-Bactria tai triéu tén 1a Deimachus (Strabo 1-70), va ludn giao hao tét
dep voi vua Antiochus I Soter thudc dong Seleukos.

Sau khi vua Bindusara bang ha, trong vong 4 nam co6 sy tranh danh
ngoi gitra thai tir Tissa dang lam pho vuong ¢ Ujjeni phia nam va mét hoang
tr khac tén la Asoka lam pho vuong ¢ Taxila. Sau rot thai tir bi glet trong
trdn va Asoka lén ng6i hoang dé nam 269 TTL, cai tri mot lanh thd rong lon
tir Bengal dén Afghanistan, oai hing nhét trong lich st An. Chi sau khi cudc
xam ling ddm méau nudc Kalinga (bang Orissa ngdy nay) 8 nam sau khi 1én
ngdi, vua Asoka méi hdi han va thanh tdm qui y Phat gido, di dbc long
khuyéch truong dao Phat ra khip noi. Ong ciing di goi nhiéu doan truyén
giao ra hai ngoai, trong s6 d6 co dai su Dharmaraksita hoat dong rit tich cuc
& ving tiéu A. (Mahavamsa, XII).

Asoka c6 mot mdi quan hé dic biét voi ving tdy bic An, boi ong di
timg lam phé vuong & ddy va dong dinh tai Taxila (tiéng Sankrit 1a
Takshasila, gan Rawalpindi thugc Pakistan bay gio). Taxila bay gio di 1a
mot trung tdm danh tiéng vé thuong mai, triét va than hoc, dic biét 1a An
gi4o va PG. Nhiéu tu tuong gia n6i danh duong thoi da lui toi tam dao, va
ong da timg goi than dan goc Hy-lap ¢ viing ong cai tri 1a Yavanas. Dén khi
ong tro thanh hoang dé va ung ho PG thi viing nay trd thanh mot trung tim
PG nbi danh.

Ngay nay ngudi ta biét &én rit nhidu phap du khic trén da do ong sai
dung 1én khép dé qudc; trong sd d6 nhiing bia ky & thung ling Kabul dugc
ghi bang tiéng Hy-lap va Aramaic, va ndi dung con cho biét 1 ong da cho
truyén ba chanh phap dén cic nudc Ai-cap, Syria, Macedonia, Greece,
Cyprus, Bactria, Kashmir, Gandhara, Himalayas, Sindh (Gujarat), vv.



Sau khi Asoka mét vao nam 227 TTL thi dé quc Maurya bat dau tan
ra. cung voi cai ly tudng tam nguyén cua ong la dharmarajya (thuan tri theo
Chanh Phép), mic du cc con cta ong rang giit ngdi vi thém khoang nita thé
ky ntra. Nam 185 TTL, vi vua cudi cua dong Maurya la Brihadratha, bi
twdng Pusyamitra Sunga trudt phé va 1ap ra tridu dai Sunga (185-78 TTL).
Vua Pusyamitra Sunga lién thi hanh chinh sach ung ho An gido va tan hai
PG.

Vi thé ké tir nam 180 TTL cac vua x( Bactria tir Demetrios I,
Demetrios IT dén Menander von t6n sung PG di lién tuc xam ling An nhan
danh giai cuu PG.

---000---

Sw hwng thinh caa Vwong quéc Bactria (hay Bactriana) va cuéc
chinh phuc dat An

) Vao nam 281 TTL vua Seleukos I bi am hai, va sau khi 6ng chét thi dé
quoc Seleucid cling bi chia thanh 2 x1: Syria (véi vua Antiochos I, dong doi
cua Seleukos) va Parthia (v&i vua Arsaces).

Vua Antiochos I cir Diodotos 1am thai thu & xir Bactria (Kinh sach Han
van goi la nude Dai Ha, ving bao gom Pakistan va Afghanistan by gio).
Bactria (hay Bactriana - tiéng Iran ¢ 1a Paktra) 1a mot x&r mau mé nam giira
day nti xanh Hindu-Kush (Paropamisus) va con song Amu Darya (Oxus).

Khi thdy Syria va Parthia mai lo tiéu diét 1dn nhau, Diodotos ty xung
lam vua vao nam 255 TTL, dong d6 ¢ Bactra - nay la Balkh, tén cii 1a Taxila
— 10i chiém ludn xr Sogdiana ¢ phia bic. Tuy vdy vua Antiochus III ctia
Syria lai xua quan tai 1ap nén thong tri 1én Bactria.

Mai dén khi Antiochus III bi quan La-ma danh bai thi ¢ Bactria,
Euthydemos vbn 12 mot dai than cta Diodotos, 1én ng6i nam 227 TTL va
day lui duoc nhitng dot tin cong cua vua Antiochos III. Nim 205 TTL.
Euthydemos I dd chdng cu duoc cudc vAy ham thanh Bactra sau hon hai
nam, rot cudc Antiochos IIT danh giang hoa rat quan va ga con gai cho con
trai ciia Euthydemos I 13 Demetrios. Tir d6 vuwong quéc Bactria méi hoan
toan doc lap, va céac vi vua cai tri dugc sur goi 1a vua Hy-Bactria.



Vua Diodotos

Vé sau, 'Euthydemos I con banh trudng d4t dai mai dén ving Tiéu A.
Strabo dd viét “ho banh truéng vuong qubc xa dén ving Seres va Phryni”
(Strabo XLILI). [Cha thich thém: CO6 1& Phryni ¢ ddy phai dwoc viét 1a

Phrygia].

Vua Demetrios 1 (khoang 200-180 TTL) Nguoi chinh phuc An.
(chan dung trén dong tién co).

Sau khi Euthydemos I mit nim 200 TTL, con la Demetrios I ké vi va
nam 180 TTL kéo quan xam ling dat An sap nhdp thung ling Indus (vung
Ngii Ha) vi chinh sach bach hai PG cua vua An 1a Sunga. Tir d6 cac vua
Bactria duogc goi 1a Hy—An. Pén nim 170 TTL doi vua Demetrios II quan
Bactria tién dugc dén mién dong vay ham lau dai kinh d6 An l1a thanh
Pataliputra, sau khi chiém ban dao Surastra (Kathiavar), Gandhara, va
Vahika (Punjab bay gid). Vuong qudc An cua triéu Sunga bi thu hep & phia
dong.

~ Nam 169 TTL, trong khi vua Demetrios II dang hanh quén & mién dong
An thi tuéng Eucratides I cudp ngdi ¢ kinh d6 Bactra tu 14p lam vua. Trén
dudng tré vé kinh dep loan thi vua Demetrios II bi tir thwong. Em la
Apollodots I 1én thay, nhung khong bao lau sau ciing bi Eucratides I tin



cong ha sat vao nam 165 TTL. Vuong qudc cua Eucratides I ciing bi tan rd
nhanh chong sau khi dng bi giét nam 150 TTL.

Mot bd tudng tin can cta vua Demetrios II 1a Menandros (con viét 1a
Menander) 1én ké vi. Vua Menander lién doi do vé Sagala (Xa Kiét) va
ngung cudc vay ham Pataliputra. Khi rat quan vé lai Sakala, 6ng mang theo
Ve cai ly tuong thuén tri theo Chanh Phap cua Asoka Nho vay Phat phap lai
duoc tiép tuc truyén ba manh dén cb d6 Taxila rdi ving Trung A va con Xxa
hon nita. Ong tri vi duge 35 nam, nhung sau khi 6ng mat thi vuong quoc
rong 10n cuia 6ng bat dau bi chia xé thanh nhiéu tiéu qudc.

Sagala (bay gio la Sialkot & Punjab), kinh d6 méi cua nude Bactria, noi
cd cugc dam dao gitra vua Menander va ty kheo Nagasena tai chua
Sankheyya, 1d mot ving rat phi nhiéu, nam giita hai con séng Chenab va
Ravi gan bién gi6i ciia Kashmir, ma trong bo kinh (Miln. trang 83 — ciu 5,
Chuong 7) dé cap dén 1a cach Kashmir 12 do-tudn (yojanas) tirc khoang 84
miles.

Téng cong c6 ca thay hon 30 vi vua Hy-An (Indo-Greek Rulers) trong
vung da cai tri trong vong 2 thé ky tr 323 dén 10 TTL. Cac tridu dai huy
hoang cua Hy-An b1 suy tan ké tir 130 TTL va sau rot bi nguoi Kushan
chiém doat. Vua cudi cung la Strato II, tai vi tir 40-10 TTL.

---000---

Phé Hé cua nhirng vi vua cua vwong quéc Bactria véi cdc ndm
tri vi

Vwong qudc Hy-Bactria (Greco-Bactrian Kingdom):
Sophytes hay Seleukos (305-294 TTL)

Diodotos I (khéang 250 — 230 TTL)

Diodotos II

Euthydemos I; 14t &6 Diodotos (khoang 230-200 TTL)

Vwong qudc Hy-An (Greco-Indian Kingdom):

Demetrios I (khoang 200-180 TTL) Con cua Euthydemos I. Nguoi da
chinh phuc dugc An.

Euthydemos II (190-171 TTL) Con ctia Demetrios |

Pantaleon (190-180 TTL) Con ctia Demetrios I

Demetrios I1 (175-170 TTL)

Apollodotos I (khoang 174—165 TTL) Em cuia Demetrios II, sau bi



phan loan Eucratides I giét.

Antimachos I (171-160 TTL):

Agathokles (171-160 TTL) Con cua Demetrios I dong tri voi
Antimachos I

Menandros (khdéang 173-130 TTL) Ké vi Apollodotos I.
Eucratides I (171-145 TTL)

Eucratides II (145-140 TTL)

Epander (135 - 130 TTL)

Strato I (125 - 110 TTL)

Zoilos 1 (130 - 120 TTL)

Lysias (120 - 110 TTL)

Antialcidas (115 - 95 TTL)

Heliokles IT (110 - 100 TTL): Vi vua sau cing cua vuong quoc
Bactria.

Philoxenus (khéang 100-95TTL)

Demetrios III & Aniketos (khoang 100 TTL)

Diomedes (95 - 90 TTL)

Amyntas (95 - 90 TTL)

Theophilos (khdéang 90 TTL)

Peukoloas (khoang 90 TTL)

Nicias (khoang 90-85 TTL)

Menander Il & Dikaios (90 - 85 TTL)

Archebios (90 - 80 TTL)

Hermaeus (khoang 90—70 TTL)

Apollodotus IT (80 - 65 TTL)

Hippostratos (65 - 55 TTL)

Dionysios (65 - 55 TTL)

Artemidoros (60-40 TTL)

Zoilos II (55 - 35 TTL)

Apollophanes (35 - 25 TTL)

Strato II (40 - 10 TTL)

Hermaeus (10-1 TTL) (C6 vé khong thyuc tri ma chi dugc truy phong
sau khi mét).

---000---



Vua Menander hay Menandros

Chén dung Vua Menander, vuong quéc Bactria, dugc khic trén dong tién
c0. (National Museum, New Delhi)

Vua Menander (c6 chd khac viét 12 Menandros, Minedra hay Menadra;
tiéng Pali 1a Milinda) tri vi khoang tir 160 — 135 TTL, la vi vua vi dai trong
nhiing vua Hy-An, da cai tri mt ving rong 16n & tdy bic An, dugc goi la
vuong qudc Bactria thudc ban luc dia An, chay dai hudng tdy dong tir thung
ling Kabul dén séng Ravi, huéng bic nam tir thung ling Swat (Pakistan
ngay nay) dén Arachosia (thugc Afghanistan ngay nay), va vinh Arab.

Menander sinh nim 183 TTL & “Alasandra” (ma ngay nay duoc biét 1a
Alexandria cua ving Caucasus hay Alexandria trén song Oxus), von 1a kinh
d6 Kapisa cua ving Gandhara ¢ dd bi Alexander dbi tén vao nam 329 TTL,
cach 150 km phia bic Kabul ngay nay; va theo bo kinh Milinda-Panha thi
cach Sagala 200 yojanas, va 16n 1én ¢ thung liing Kabul. C6 hoc gia cho 6ng
la chau cuia vua Demetrios II; khi 16n 1én tr¢ thanh mot b tudng anh diing
ctia Bactria, dd timg theo pho vua Demetrios IT danh dudi quan Parthians &
phia tay va uy hiép Pataliputra, kinh d6 ciia An ¢ phia dong.

Menander di dugc than dan ngudng md vi tu cach dao duc, co tai diéu
binh khién tudéng, cach tri quc cong minh, 16i dbi xir binh ding véi cac
truyén thong Hy, PG, An gido va Bai Hoa gido (Zoroastrianism), lam cho
nuoc manh dan giau. Ong con dugc moi nguodi kinh trong xem nhu la Vua
Cong Chinh, Dharmaraja. Khi vé gia ong lai thuong hay chu trong dén viéc
thao luan vé triét va than hoc. Ong hay tranh bién vé&i nhimng tu tudng gia
ctia nhiéu dao phai khac nhau va thuong 1am cho ho siing sot vé nhiing su
hiéu biét rat thim sdu cua ong. Trong modt cudc gip miat nhu thé véi ty kheo
Nagasena, vua Menander da bai phuc va xin quy y theo PG. Ong di cho xay
mdt tang vién 16n cho Nagasena tai kinh d6 Sagala goi 1a Milindavihara. Sau
d6 6ng da nhiét tim ho tro PG.



PG duéi triéu Menander c¢6 mot dia vi rat quan trong. Mot doan trong
bd Mahavamsa cua Sri-Lanka da ghi: “Nhdn co Ié dat da cho viéc xdy Pai
Thép tai Anuradhapura & Sri-Lanka, mét phdi doan ting gia Hy-lap (tiéng
Pali: Yona) gom 30 ngdn nguwoi dan dau béi dai sw Mahadhammarakkhita
(Sanskrit: Mahadharmaraksita) dia dén tir Alasandra” (Mahavamsa -
XXIX).

Str gia La-ma Trogus Pompeius dd dé cap dén cac vua Apollodotus va
Menander trong bg st day com cua 6ng. Hai nha sir hoc danh tiéng Hy-lap 1a
Strabo va Plutarch ciing viét kha nhiéu vé& cong trang cua vua Menander, da
cho thay ong khong nhiing ndi danh ¢ ving Tiéu A va tay bac An ma con
dugc dé cao ¢ thé gigi Hy-La vé sau. Strabo (XI. 516) cho ring Menander
da chinh phuc nhiéu bo lac hon ca Alexander, khi 6 ong vuot dady Hypanis veé
phia déng dé dén Isamus. Ong ta con chiém x@r Patalene & dau luu vyc song
Indus, dén bo bién Saraostes, va banh truéng dén Seres (Trung qudc) va
Phryni.

Bo suu tip cd vat ciia Mir Zakah gdm 521 dong tién dudi tridu
Menander di dugc cong bd gin ddy ching td tridu dai lau dai cta ong va sy
budn ban thinh vuong trong nudc. Nhiéu dong tién dao x6i dugc trong ving
tir Afghanistan dén trung An dudi triéu Menander déu c6 khic hinh 6ng qua
nhiéu thoi ky, lic tré va lic gia cing véi banh xe phap. Nhitng dong tién
khac véi chan dung ctia vua Menander mang dong cht “Vua ctru 46
Menander” bang chit Hy-lap Basileos Sothros Menandroy & mot mat, va mit
kia mang dong "Maharajasa Dharmika Menandrasa" (Vua vi dai Menander
truyén ba PG) bang chit Prakrit va Kharoshthi.

Vua ctru o Menander (khoang 173—-130 TTL).

Theo vin hoc truyén théng ctua PG thi ong da nhuong ngdi cho con dé
lui vé & 4n & tang vién, nhung Plutarch di ghi 1 6ng chét trén chién truong
trong cudc vién chinh tai chiém Bactria bat thanh khoang 130 TTL. Plutarch
(Praec. reip. ger. 28, 6) da viét vé vua Menander nhu sau: ”Ong 1a mot vi



vua ndi danh rat chinh truc va dugc long dan dén d6 khi ong mAt & tran tién,
nhiéu thanh pho da tranh nhau tro cot ciia ong; sau cung da dong y chia déu
de mang vé ton tho trong cac ngdi thap 16n”.

---000---
Ty Kheo Na-Tién (Nagasena)

Nagasena, theo tiéng Sanskrit c6 nghia 1a “doan quén rong”. Tu lidu
hién luu truyén vé tiéu sir ciia ngai da it lai rat mo hd, 1m khi con mau thuan
nhau nita. C6 kha nhiéu ly do dé giai thich viéc nay: 1) Co thé vi truyen
thdng PG khong coi trong ban ngd va danh vong nén da khong luu lai nhiéu
chi tiét. 2) PSi v6i cac nhan vat ton gido noi danh & vao thoi dai cua
Nagasena, chuyén that nhiéu khi duoc than bi hoa boi tin 6 dé thanh huyén
thoai. 3) Cling vao thoi dai a ay, st liéu chi dugc chu trong vao cac nha vua,
va da dugc luu truyen nhd vao nhitng déu tich xay dung lau dai cua ho. 4)
Cac dit kién néu c6 vé Nagasena c6 thé da bi tiéu hily boi nhitng bién dong
chinh trj va ton gido d6i khang trong ving; vv

Theo bo kinh Milinda-panha thi ngai sanh tai lang Casangala
(Kajangala), dudi chan Hy Ma Lap son, ¢ viang Tay bic An Do, trong mot
gia dinh Ba La M6n ma than phuy tén 1 Sofiuttara, cac su phu gom dai su
Rohana va Assagutta cua tang vién Vattaniya, Dharmarakshita cua tang vién
Asoka Arama ¢ kinh d6 Pataliputta. Chinh dai su Dharmarakshita da timg
duogc dai dé Asoka phai di truyén dao & Aparanta phia tdy nudc An. [O day
c6 modt diém nghi van vé dai su Dharmarakshita thoi Asoka va dai su
Dharmarakshita thiy ctia Nagasena, c6 thé 1a hai vi khac nhau cing phap
danh béi vi tir thoi Asoka cho dén Menander cach nhau hon 100 nim; hodc
gia ngudi chép sir thoi bdy gid hay 1an 16n?] Mot vi thay khac 1a dai su
Ayupala cua ting vién Sankheyya gan Sagala. Khi vua Menander dén van
kinh thi ngai dang tru tri ting vién Sankheyya c6 dén 80 ngan ty kheo luu
tra.

George Woodcock sau khi tim hiéu hé théng truyén thira ctia PG trong
ving di cho rang Nagasena c6 thé 1a vi su gbc Hy & Bactria. (Woodcock
95).

---000---



Cudc xam lan cua dan Sakas (Scythian) Va Yuezhi (Kushan)

O Trung qudc, vao khoang giita thé ky tha 3 TTL, Tan Thi Hoang
thong nhat dat nudc vao nam 221 TTL, va da dudi duoc rg Hung N6 ra xa
bo coi.

Ro Hung N6 (Xiongnu: Huns), vi thé di dan sang phia tdy danh dudi
nhitng bd toc Yuezhi (Nguyét Chi hay Nhuc Chi) sinh song ¢ Iuu vuc Tarim
(Xinjiang va Kansu ngay nay) dén ving song Ili vao khoang 175 TTL. Pén
lwoc ho lai day cac bd lac Sakas (ma tleng Hy-lap goi la Scythians), c6
ngudn gdc Méng cd, di dan vé phia nam va tdy vao cac x{r Parthia khoang
138-124 TTL, r6i nam 130 TTL vao Bactria. Cac bd lac Yuezhi tiép tuc xam
lAn vao Bactria, va dudi dan Scythians vao Afghanistan va bac Pakistan
trong thung liing song Indus.

Céac gidng dan méi chiu dong hoa voi van hoa Hy. Ban diu dan
Scythians song hoa binh véi céc triiéu dai An-Hy, nhung dén khoang cubi
ciia TK 1 TTL thi ho xdm chiém toan ving dudi triéu vua Azes II va chim
dut cac tiéu vuong qudc An-Hy, 1ap nén vuong quéc Indo-Scythian tir 90
TTL dén 12 TTL. Sau khi vua Indo-Scythian cudi 1a Aze II mat thi vuong
quoc Indo-Scythian bi gidng Kushans, vén 1a mét bd phan cia ro Yuezhi,
chiém 1ap nén D& qudc Kushan (nén sir Tau hay goi 1an 16n 1a xir Khuat Chi
hay Nhuc Chi) kéo dai vai thé ky, chi bi tam dut khoang mot thé ky khi bi
dan Parthians xam lang tir 20 TL dén 75 TL, roi phuc hoi tré lai.

Pé qubc Kushan ton tai tir TK thtr I dén TK 3 TL, tri dai tir Tajikistan
dén bién Caspian va Afghanistan, cho mai dén thung ling song Ganges.
Trong nhiéu thé ky, dé qubc nay 1a trung tdm giao dich gilta cac xtr dong va
tdy phuong. Céc tridu dai huy hoang nhat 1a tir 100 dén 250 TL c6 Kanishka
I (127-151 TL), Huvishka (156-184 TL), Vasudeva I (188-222 TL),
Kanishka II (222-241 TL) va Vashishka (241- 256 TL.)

Nhung dén TK thtr 3 TL thi ¢é qudc Kushan bit ddu tan rd. Sau khi vua
Vasudeva I chét thi @& qudc Kushan bi phan lam 2 x& dong va tiy. Dén
khoang niam 290 TL Cac triéu dai Kushan bi Shapur I cim dau dan
Sassanides 1t d6, rdi 1én 1am vua. Shapur I ciing d3 dénh bai quan La-ma va
banh truéng rat manh trong ving. Céc tridu dai Sassanides cai tri viing nay
tlr 290 dén 651 TL.

Dudi thoi Sassanides Bai Hoa gido lai tré thanh quoc gido, nhung cling
r4t nuong tay voi nhitng ton giao khac, nén PG van co co hoi phat trién



manh. Chinh vao thoi ky nay hai buc tuong Phat dd so 1on nhit toan cau
dung cao 177 by da duge tac vao nui da ¢ Bamiyan, Afghanistan, ma gan
day da bi bon cudng tin Hoi gido Taliban pha hity.

Bai Hoa gido (ma tdy phuong hay goi theo Hy ngilr 1a Zoroastrianism)
1a ton gido doc than thd Ahura Mazda, va trong nghi 18 xem lira nhu 1a
ngudn sang tao tinh khiét, 1a anh sang thanh thién dbi choi véi duc vong den
tdi doc ac, do nha tién tri Zoroaster tao dung (thyc ra tén géc Iran la
Zarathushtra Spitama), va mot thoi né da 1a quoc gido cua dé qudc Persia.
Nhiéu hoc gia cho 12 Zoroaster sng trong khoang 628 — 551 TTL, va dugc
thién khai roi ndi danh ¢ Bactria ¢ tudi 30. O d6 6ng di sang tao nén nhirng
thanh ké trong quyén Gathas thudc bd kinh Zand Avesta.

Mot diéu tha vi khac 13 vai chuc ndm trude day Kim Dung, mdt nha
viét tiéu thuyét vd hiép trtr danh cua Pai Loan trong cudn “Y thién Do long
ky”dd dé cap dén sau thanh Thanh hoa 1énh cua Bai hoa gido Ba Tu, va
Truong V6 Ky tré thanh gido chi Minh Gido tirc Bai hoa giao Trung Qudc.
Thyc ra Minh giao (Manichaeism), c6 giao thuyét gan gidng Bai Hoa gido
xudt hién nhiéu thé ky sau, do Mani (khoang 216-76 TTL) ¢ Babylonia sang
lap, nhung lai bi giét boi giéi ting 1ir dao Zoroastrianism vi ra mat dbi
khang. Liic con thanh nién, ong di timg dén Taxila hoc dao va chiu anh
huong PG. Trong vai traim nam Minh gido da d6i dau véi Ki-to gido trong
vung Trung dong.

Pén TK thir 5 thi dé qudc Sassanides bi tan ra boi sy xam lang khac cua
ro Hung n6 méi va sau do 1a sy 16n manh cua dé quc Gupta & An theo An
gido, rdi dén luot cac thé lyc Hoi giao. Theo d6 PG ciing bi tan lui dan.

---000---
Hoang Pé Kanishka |

La mot 6ng vua qui y theo PG, va nhiét tim ching kém cac vi hoang dé
khac nhu Asoka, Menander I, va Harshavardhana.

Hoang dé Kanishka I (127-151 TL; ¢6 noi lai ghi: 100-164 TL) ké vi
vua Vima Kadphises, dong d6 & Purushapura (Peshawar) 1a vi vua vi dai cua
vuong qudc Kushan. Lanh thd cia dé qudc Kushan rit rong dudi thoi
Kanishka I, bao gdém va kiém soat con duong to lya, 1a ving giao luu cta
cac nén vin minh 16n cua thé gidi biy gio, tay c6 La-maé (trong thoi cua cac
hoang dé Trajan va Hadrian: 98-138 TL), dén dong c6 Trung-hoa. Dudi triéu



dai cua oOng, nghé thuat PG-Hy dat dén tot dinh tao nén nén vin minh
Gandhara.

Nhiéu dong tién dudi tricu Kanishka I, khoang nam 120 TL, c¢6 khéc hinh
dtc Phat theo my thuat Hy-lap, va mang dong chit Hy "Boddo" (duc Phat).

Ciing gidbng nhu Asoka, hoang dé Kanishka I xay dung rit nhiéu dén
dai, vi du nhu dai thap Peshawar tho x4 loi Phat duoc cét bang gb cao 400
bo, khu Sirsukh ¢ Taxila, thanh ¢ Kashmir vv.. nay van con dau tich. Vua
Kanishka dé t6 chire két tap kinh dién & Jalandhar Kashmirthat, Kashmir, ma
trong van hoc PG hay goi 13 xit O Truong Na (Udyanna). Lan két tap nay da
danh dau su hinh thanh cta Phai Pai thira Mahayana, tach roi ra khoi phai
Thuong toa by Nikaya. Ong cho Iuu gitr nhiéu ban kinh dai thira viét bang
thd ngit & Gandhara 1a tiéng Prakrit, sau nay dugc dich sang ngén ngir van
chuong Sanskrit va tir @6 duoc truyén sang dong phuong theo con dudng to
lua. (Foltz — “Religions on the Silk Road”),

Ciing trong thoi ky huy hoang nay ¢ su xuit hién cta nhimng dai luan
gia PG nhu Nagarjuna (Long Tho), Asvaghosha (Ma Minh) va Vasumitra
(Ba-tu Mat-da: Thé Hitu). Charaka, dugc xem nhu cha dé cua nén y hoc cua
An khéi sy 14 ngu y trong tridu Kanishka.

---000---
Sw giao hoa gitra PG va van héa Hy-lap (Graeco-Buddhism)

C6 thé noéi cac vuong qudc Bactria réi Kushan (con dugc viét 1a
Kutsha, Kucha; Khuat Chi, Nhyc Chi, Quy Tu, hoic Dao Tan; nay la huyén
Khé X4 hay Khd DPong, khu ty tri Duy Ngd Nhi tinh Tan Cuong) 12 m6i noi
két gitta ving Dia trung hai, luc dia An va Trung qubc — khéi déu cho su
lién lac gitra hai nén vin minh tdy va dong phuong.



Su giao hoa moi mat, nhét 1a van hoa gitra Hy va PG dang hung thinh
trong viing kéo dai nhiéu thé ky da luu lai mot sac thai dic thu cho nén vin
hoa méi ¢ ving nay, sir hay goi 1a PG Hy-lap, kéo dai gan 8 thé ky (tir TK 4
TTL dén TK 5 TL), ma anh huéng van con kéo dai cho dén ngay nay. Pon
ctt mot vai thanh tuu:

1. Kién triic Hy-lap. Nhiéu thanh phd 16n trong ving nhu Tax11a Ai-
Khanoum, Uddiyana, Sindh vv... mang thém nhiing dac diém cia nén vin
minh Hy-lap qua cac cu tric nhu rap hat, dau truong va hang cot da ¢
nhitng dinh thy vv.

2. Kién thuc vé khoa hoc, thién van, y hoc va triét hoc cua Hy-lap hoa
nhdp véi van hoa ban xtr va dao Phat, da tao nén mot nén van héa méi va
phat trién ruc rd vai thé ky tir ving Gandhara, mii dén sau khi cdc vuong
qudc Hy-An bién mat da lau. Taxila da tro thanh mot trung tdm hoc véan
qudc té ndi danh.

2. Ky thuét tién bo trong viéc duc tién bang kim loai. Cic nha vua cua
vuong qudc Bactria khoang dau TK 2 TTL, nhu Euthydemos II, Agathokles
va Pantaleon da cho dac nhiing déng tién gém déng va bac, rdi dac biét kém
ma kén (nickel) dugc xem nhu 14 1an ddu cta nhan loai. Ngudi ta cho 1a
nickel da dwuoc du nhap tir Trung qudc hodc tir nhitng thién thé (meteorites)
roi xubng dét. Ky thuat san xudt dong nickel nay bong bién mat cho mai dén
TK 19 TL méi dugc tai dung. Didu ddng noéi 1a ty 1& hop kim nay, 25%
nickel 75% dong, ngay nay lai dugc dung trong dong xu cua My. Hinh
tuong dirc Phat di duoc khic 1én trén nhitng dong tién nay lan dau.

3. Nghé thuat diéu khéc ta chan that tan ky. Cac dong tlen vang va bac
mang chan dung cua cac vi vua Hy-An duoc diéu khic rat sdng dong con ti
mi hon xa nhitng tac pham ddng thoi ciia nhimg vuong qudc phuong tay.

4. Riéng dbi voi PG thi trude thoi ky ndy, vang theo 16 day cua duc
Phét trong kinh Digha Nikaya (Truong B9 Kinh), khong mudn d6 dé luu
luyén qua anh tugng thé gian von sinh diét ctia ngai nén héu thé thuong
tuong trung dirc Phat bang hinh anh cua mot ngai vang bo tréng, cdy bo dé
hodc banh xe phap chir khong tao theo hinh dang con ngudi, bai cho nhur thé
la pham thugng. Dén khi PG dugc thdm nhuén & Bactria thi tuong duc Phat
lich sir méi dugc tac bang da hay trén dong tién 1an dau theo truyén thong
Hy v6i thé dimg va 4o choang dai phu hai vai dé ton tho, chiang han nhu
tuong duc Phat ding & Gandhara vao TK 1, 2 TL.



Va nhirng hinh tugng dic Phat chiu anh huéng Hy vao giai doan éy da
dién ta dugc nét mit thanh tinh va tAm canh gidc ngd gidi théat clia ngai,
mot dang giac ngd rat gan giii voi nguoi thudng, nén ¢ sie thu hit tin d6
manh liét hon, va duoc phé bién rong rai hon.

c6 thé dd chiu anh
Heracles (hay Hercules)
mau cho than Tha kim
Wphap; ma vé sau & Trung
- Mcac ho than ding tran ¢

Vai hinh tuong bo tat P
huéng Hy-lap; vi du tha
vO1 40 da su tor da duoc la
cuong (Vajrapani), mot vi hg
qudc va Nhat d3 bién than
céc cong chua.

---000---
PG Hy-lap va sw hwng thinh cuda phai Dai
thora

Khong it thi nhiéu, chin sy chung song khing
khit 1au dai gitra hai nén van hoa PG va Hy-lap trong
vung da anh huong Ién hé thong triét hoc cua nhau. PG 1én trén nén triét hoc
cua Hy; va Hy lén trén sy manh nha cta hoc phai Dai thura, trudc ca giai
doan anh hudng cua Trung A hodc dong bic A.

Theo nhiéu hoc gia thi nhitng ban kinh dai thira chu yéu da dugc sang
tap khéang nam 100 TTL, khi c¢6 su khac biét trong sy luan giai 101 day cua
dtrc Phat gitra phai thu cuu (Thugng toa bg) va phai canh tan (Pai thura), va
nhit 13 sy tranh luan vé tng than (humanity) hay phap than (superhumanity)
ctia dirc Phat va vé A-ti dat-ma tang (metaphysical essentialism). [McEvilly,
"The shape of ancient thought"]. Phai dai thira bao dung va chip nhan nhiing
y ni¢m tlen bd hon ngoai nhing kinh bo truyén thong Nikaya, vuot xa hon y
niém Ve giac ngd giai thoat ca nhan ciia Thuong toa bd, dé tho phugng dirc
Phat gan nhu nhan-than linh thiéng (man-god status) trong tw nhu quan
niém than linh hoéa nha vua (god-king) cua Hy-lap, va su xuat hién mot loat
cac chu thanh bd tat mubn ciu do chung sinh (pantheon of deities -
bodhisattva).

Theo Katsumi Tanabe, gido su tai Chuo University, Nhat, trong cubn
"Alexander the Great.East-West cultural contact from Greece to Japan" thi
anh huong Hy-lap trong PG con dugc truyén sang Nhat ban va luu nhidu ddu
tich, vi du than gi6 Fujin 1a goi y tir than Boreas, hay than me Hariti hodc
Kishibojin tir than Tyche.



Pén tridu Kanishka
khoi sic thém. Tiéng Pali
thé tiéng Sankrit va dic W
thanh tdt dinh ciia ngh¢ S8

I thi phai dai thtra cang dugc
dugc dung trong van hoc thay
diém ndi bac nhat 1a su trudng
thuat Gandhara. Ngh¢ nhan
vung nay da khéo 1éo “tron 1an hai truyén théng An
va Hy-lap trong céac tac® W/ W2 pham mot cach hai hoa. RS rét
nhét 1a cac tugng Phat va chu bd tat ma hién nay van con
ton tai. Foltz trong cudn “Religions on the Silk Road” cho ring sy giao luu
da van hoa trong ving trén “con duong to lua” da dong gop vao sy phat trién
va 16n manh cuia phai dai thira va Tinh d0 tong.

Tuong dic Phat Thich Ca luc kho hanh; tim théy 0 Taxila va hién luu ¢ Bao
tang vién Lahore.

Nhiéu tuong Phat tac theo ngh¢ thuat Gandhara con mang vé than mat
troi Apollo. Bentley trong cudn "Old World Encounters" cho rang c6 thé
triét 1y khic ky (stoicism) ctua Hy-lap dd c6 chat anh huéng dén su nhin
nhan kha ning binh ddng gidc ngd ctia mdi ca nhan (ai ciing c6 Phat tinh).

bang tiéc 1a su tuong sinh nay da cham dut vao khoang TK 5 TL, khi
ving bic An bi ro Hung xam lan, va ké tiép 1a sy phuc hdi ciia An gido va
sau cung la sy banh truéng cua Hodi gido lam cho anh huéng Hy vao PG di
phai tan nhuong chd cho anh huéng cua Trung Hoa vé sau.

---000---
Anh hwéng dén cédc tén gido khdc & phwong tay

Xa hon nira, su giao thoa PG - Hy-lap cling dé gy anh hudng dén sy
hinh thanh cua nhiéu ton gido khac trong vung Dia trung hai, dac biét 1a Ki-
to gido.

Bentley, trong sach din thuong di khing dinh rang khai niém ludn ly
cua PG vao thoi dai cua Menander, dya vao ly tudng thuén tri theo Chanh
Phép cua Asoka duoc truyén qua phuong tay da anh hudng dén gido 1y cua
Ki-t6 xuét hién khoang 2 thé ky sau, nhu y niém vé hiéu sinh, binh déng,
thuong x6t ké yéu dudi, tranh bao luc, biét dung hoa va tha thi vv..

Nhirng thanh ph Hy-lap quan trong ¢ ving Trung déng nhu Antioch
va ddc biét la Alexandria, v€ sau dé tr¢ thanh nhimg trung tam phat trién Ki-
to gido va dong vai tro khong nho trong su két tap gido 1y cua Ki-t6 gido.



Anh huong ciia PG con duoc thdy phang phit trong vai phan khéac ciia
Théanh Kinh Ki-to, vi du sy thién ing vé su ra doi cua Phat va Jesus; su bao
trude cia cac nha tién tri Asita va Simeon vé dira bé so sinh s& 1a dang ctru
thé; Phat budc trén hoa sen, Jesus di trén nude; viéc chita lanh cho nguoi
bénh; viéc nhin doi nhiéu tudn trude khi thanh dao; su cam db ctia Mara va
Satan; y niém vé tam bao va ba ngoi; doi séng ddc than trong tu vién,
vv...(Sedlar 281).

Trong cudn “Intertextuality, Buddhism, and the Infancy Gospels,”
Zacharias P. Thundy khang dinh khong phai 1a do su trang hop ma cho rang
vin hoa va van hoc PG va An di cung cap nhiéu yeu t6 trong vin chuong
Théanh Kinh Ki-t6 (Thundy 18) Thoi ky ay, tin d6 PG di ting sinh séng &
Alexandria. Origen qua cudn “Commentary on the Book of Ezekiel,” con
cho 14 PG ciing dd c6 mit & Anh qudc. Gido su Hajime Nakanura con bao 1a
ong da tim thiy d4u tich cia cac ting vién PG & ving bic Au. (Ikeda 74).

Trong Cyu udc kinh, phz‘?ln Thanh vinh, bd “Cac sach giao huén”, dic
biét 1a quyén thir 4 “Ecclesiastes” (Truyén Pao, c¢6 ngudi dich la Giang
Vién), von dugc bién soan ¢ thé ky 3 TTL, nhung lai ngu ¥ 1a do vua
Salomon cua Do-Thai. Tac gia v6 danh suy ngam vé y nghia cudc song va
cho ring tat ca déu 1a phu vén, sau khi da quan sat vé vong sinh tir, luan hoi
cta doi sdng. Ngay trong cidu mo ddu cia cudn sach Qohelet (Thay giang)
phan: “Huw khong, tat ca deu la hw khéng” (emptiness, everything is
emptiness). Y nay con duoc nhic di nhéc lai nhiéu lan  trong cudn kinh. Ong
von ¢6 du quyén lyc va kha nang dé thu nghiém doi song mot cach tan cung
vé tri thirc, 101 cac thi vui vat chat tinh tién, nhung r0i cling that vong va
dau kho vi cai gii han cua cudc song. Rét lai 6ng cho rang chi co cude song
tam linh thanh thién mai 1a nguon an lac 1au dai. Nam 1894, nha than hoc E.
J. Dillon vén théy no6 10 rang la da chiu anh hudng cia PG, nén mudn loai
cudn nay ra khoi Thanh Kinh Ki-t6 (Dillon 153-76).

Cing trong giai doan nay triét gia Pyrrhon dd thap tung dai dé
Alexander vao ving tdy bic An va khi trd vé Hy-lap da 1ap nén truong phai
Cynic, sau khi chiu anh huéng cua Ky na gido va PG. Hién nhién sy banh
truéng cua truong phai nay trong thé gioi Hy-lap di co it nhiéu anh hudng
dén cudn Ecclesiastes.

---000---



Bé kinh Milinda Van Pao

Nguoi ta tin rang b kinh Milindapanha da dwoc khau tap khong lau
sau khi vua Menander bang ha. Thoi gian iy cac ngudi ké vi 1a Hoang hau
Agathocleia rdi vua Strato I Soter & ngdi khoang 40 nim nita trude khi xir
Bactria bi chia ra nhiéu tiéu vuong qudc. Noi dung ké lai nhitng cau hoi va
dap gitra vua Milinda va ty kheo Nagasena. Sau d6 bo kinh nay da duoc két
tap & ving bic An khoang gitra TK 1.

V. Trenckner cho rﬁng nguyén ban dugc viét béng chir Sanskrit, vi khi
6ng dich ban Pali vao nhiing nam 1860 nhén xét thdy bo kinh duogc bit dau
bang dong “Tam yatha nusuyata” (dugc truyén lai nhu sau), chir khong theo
16i kinh goc Pali thong thuong duge khoi dau bang “Evam me sutam” (t6i
nghe nhu vay).

Diéu ngac nhién nita 4 cdu mé ddu nay ciing da duoc dich ra trong ban
chir Han, nhu thé t5 rang hai ban dich déu bat ngudn tir nguyén ban chit
Sanskrit. Cac dich gia Sylvain Levy va Specht ciing khing dinh 1a cac ban
dich ra Han van cta by Milinda-panha c6 nguén goc khong tir ban Pali, ma
c6 thé tir ban kinh ¢6 hon.

Nhiéu hoc gia nhu W. W. Tamn, George Woodcock, va Rabindra Nath
Basu di goi ¥ rang c6 mot ban (co thé 1a gbe) viét bang Hy ngit ciia Milinda-
panha véi tua dé 1a “the Letter of Pscudo—Aristeas”dd xudt hién &
Alexandria trong vong 50 ndm sau khi vua Menander tir trin. Diéu nay da ho
tro cho thuyét bao ré'mg b6 kinh da dugc khau tap dudi thoi Menander. (Basu
3; Woodcock 113).

Dén nay nguoi ta Van khong 10 ai 1a tac gid bd kinh nay, nhung xem ra
phai la nguoi da tung song & vung tay bic An xa x01 hay vang Punjab, boi vi
ngai da khong hé nhic nhé dén nhimng thanh phd ndi danh thoi bay gio o ndi
dia An phia nam séng Hang. C6 hoc gia, nhu ty kheo Pesala sau khi nghién
ctru bo kinh Milinda-panha, rat ngac nhién véi sy hiéu biét tham thay vé PG
cua vua Menander da cho ré‘mg c6 thé tac gia 4n danh vén 1a mot dai su, khi
thuat lai cudc gap mat cua hai nhan vat lich st trong kinh da diém xuyét
thém vao su lidu ngd Phat phap cua minh dé kéo dai cau chuyén va lam dep
¥ nha vua, dong thoi lam sang t5 gido phap ciia dao Phat va bac bo nhiing
ngd nhan tir cic gido phai khac chéng PG.

B0 kinh thudng duoc truyén tung ¢ tdy phuong dén nay 1a ban Pali; va
day ciing l1a by kinh khoi thay thugc h¢ nam tong da khong xuat phat tir



Tich-Lan. Theo d6 thi cuoc dam dao gitta vua Milinda va thanh ting
Nagasena xay ra vao khoang tir 400 dén 500 ndm sau khi dtrc Phat nhép diét.
Ve sau da duoc dai duc Pitakaculabhaya, ¢ trung An d6 bién tap lai bang
tiéng Pali tir nhitng khau truyén.

Theo ban Han dich hién luu hanh thi cho ring soan gia 1a B tat Long
Tho (Nagarjuna), vi dai luén su cua phai Dai thura, xuét hién khéang dau coa
thién nién ky TL. C6 3 ban dich ra Han van lan lugt xuét hién vao cac thé ky
III, IV, va V. Ban hién luu hanh 1a ban tha nhi, dich trong khoang tir nam
317 dén nam 420, nhan dé 1a "Na Tién Ty Kheo Kinh", ¢6 1€ tir ban Prakrit.

Vao thé ky thir V, dai ludn su Phat Am (Buddhaghosa) ciing thu’o‘ng
trich dan kinh nay dé dung lam luan ¢t chimg minh cho cac tic pham cia
ngai. Ngai Thé Than (Vasubandhu) ciing nhic dén kinh Milindaphanha
trong khi soan by luan trir danh cua ngai la by A ty dat ma Cau xa luan
(Abhidharmakosa).

Trong bd Mahavamsa cua Tich Lan, von do Mahanama viét vao dau thé
ky thir 6 TL, nhic dén tiéu sir cia Moggaliputta Tissa, dd séng khoang trim
nam trudc Nagasena, nhung lai gidng v6i cdu chuyén vé Nagasena dugc d&
cap dén hai lan trong bo kinh [Miln. pp 3-71]. Nhu thé rd rang 1a Mahanama
da muon y tir bd kinh Milinda-panha, vi luc bay gio bo Milinda-panha di 1a
thanh dién duoc Buddhaghosa (Phat Am) sao lyc. Trong cudn Milinda Tika,
luan vé by Milinda Panha, cho biét la doan m& dau va doan két cta bo kinh
1a do Buddhaghosa viét.

Trong phan gidi thiéu cua bo kinh, c6 doan ndi rang vua Menander da
timg dam dao v6i Purana Kassapa, Makkhali Gosala va nhing vi dao su kho
hanh khéc thi duoc xem nhu 14 hu cdu, boi chu vi nay séng dong thoi véi
dtrc Phat Thich Ca. Cau chuyén c6 1€ muogn tur cudn Samana Phala Sutta cua
bd Digha Nikaya.

Ngay nay thi bd kinh, cling nhu tam tang kinh dién PG, déu da duoc
dich ra rat nhiéu ngon ngit khac. O chau Au, bo kinh Milinda-panha di dwoc
nhiéu hoc gia dich ra va nghién ctru lan dau vao TK 19; don cir: 1) V.
Trenckner, Milinda-panho (London, 1880). 2) Rhys Davids, Questions of
King Milinda (2 vols. Oxford, 1890-1894). 3) R. Garbe, Beitrdge zur
indischen Kulturgeschichte (Berlin, 1903, ch. 3, Der Milinda-panha).4)
Milinda Prashnaya, in Sinhalese, (Colombo, 1877). 5) R. Morns, in the
Academy (Jan. II, 1881). 6) Sylvain Levy, Proceedings of the 9th



International Congress of Orientalists (London, 1892), i. 518-529, and
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (1891), p. 476. (T. W.R. D.)

Phan dbi thoai phan anh gido phap Kinh bd Nikaya nhu ban vé vo nga,
luan hoi, tai sanh cta danh séc, trang thai cua La Han, ban thé cua Niét Ban,
su xuat thé cua Phat, tinh cach vo thugng cua Phat v.v. Trong cudc ddi thoai
ndy, c6 mot diéu lam cho vua Menander hai 1ong nhét 1a cdu giai dap cua
ngai Nagasena vé su loi ich ctia doi sdng tu hanh ma tir trude nha vua chua
dugc nghe, d6 13 “ngudi xuét gia chic chin dat duoc thanh thién, va dat
dugc mau chong hon ké tai gia.”

---000---
DPac diém cta B6 Kinh

Pic diém cua no 1a dugc xem nhu mot cude giao thoa Au-A dau tién,
mot cudc hoc dao gilta mot nguodi tdy phuong (vua Menander) véi van hoa
Hy lap mudn hoc hoi gido phap uyén 4o ctua dao Phat & dong phuong qua sy
giai dap cua mot vi tang (Ty kheo Nagasena) ¢ thung liing song Indus. Qua
d6 Phat phap da duoc trinh bay mét cach day thuyét phuc va dé nhé.

Vén dong ddi Hy-lap, vua Menander da hoi kha nhiéu cau hoi ma
ngudi tdy phuong thudng thic méc vé nhimg d& tai rat cap thiét dai loai nhu
“Néu khong c6 linh hon thi céi gi s& tai sanh?” hodc “Néu khong co cai ta thi
al dang chuyén tro voi ngai?”, cho nén bg kinh Milindapanha rat gan giii véi
nguoi tdy phuong mudn tim hiéu vé PG. Thyc ra 16i dam thoai nay da tung
dugc duic Phat st dung trong Kinh Tang Chi B§ (Anguttara Nikaya); Bai
giang cho ngudi Kalama. (Pham 5-7; Poan 65).

Moi ciu hoi duoc dit ra tir mot ké ngao man day uy quyén véi 6c da
nghi, sic bén déu da duoc giai dap hoa nhi, thoa dang kém voi nhiéu ti du
cu thé va gian di bédi mot vi thanh tang. Cling vi thé ma vua Menander liéu
ngd Phat phap ma qui y roi ing ho PG manh mé dudi triéu 6ng.

Vin phong trong bd Milinda-panha hao hao 16i ddi thoai cta Socrates
(470-399 TTL) / Plato (428 — 347 TTL; hoc tro ctia Socrates va théy cua
Aristotle). T.W. Rhys Davids, mdt nha ngir hoc Pali da cho d6 la mot kiét
tac van chuong cb ctia PG va ciing ciia nén vin hoc An.

B6 kinh ciing cho thﬁy an chua nhiing diém té nhi 40 diéu manh nha
cua tu tudng dai thira. C6 1€ chinh vi ddc diém nay ma ngai Long Tho (xuat



hién hon 2 thé ky sau) cing trude soan lai by kinh Na Tién dé mé man cho
gido 1y trung quan xudt hién. Xét ¢ khia canh nay, c6 thé xem tu tuong
Nagasena 1a tu tuong chuyén tiép gitta Tiéu thira va Pai thira. Vi thé dia vi
ctia bo kinh trong tam tang kinh dién khong kém phan quan trong.

---000---
Vai diém khdc biét gidra hai ban dich Pali va Han van
Pai khai ching ta c6 thé néu vai diém khéc biét nhu sau:
1. Ban Han vin lay tén ty kheo lam twa dé 1a Nagasena-bhikshusutra

(Na-tién ty kheo kinh) chia 1am 3 phan. Ban Pali lai tén vua lam dé 1a
Milinda-Panha (Milinda Van Kinh), phan lam 7 quyén.

2. Noi dung ctia mot phan quyén I, tron quyen II, va quyén III cua hai
ban glong hét nhau. Nhiéu hoc gia cho rang bon quyén con lai, tir quyen v
dén quyén VII, 1a do phai Thuong toa bd Nam téng thém déan vao tir thé ky
thr V, cho hop véi 1ap truong gido nghia cua phai minh.

3. Ban Pali ¢6 du trdi 12 cau hoi. Pay la do su sép xép khac nhau cua
nhitng l1an bién tdp vé sau, nén c6 sy khac bi¢t. Ban Pali: c6 6 quyén, 22
chuong gom 262 cau hoi, ma nay chi con 237 cau hoi. Ban Han van c6 250
cau hoi.

4. Gitra hai ban, chuyén tién than cua Nagasena va Milinda khong
giong nhau.

5. Trong ban Han véan khong théy dé’ cap dén Abhidhamma (A-ti-dat-
ma: Thang Phap), von thuong dugc nhac dén trong ban Pali.

6. Trong phan sip xép Bodhipakkhiya Dhammas (B3-dé Phan), ngudi
dich ra Han van xem ra khong quen véi ban Pali.

7. Ban Pali ndi rang suc vat c6 suy tinh nhung thiéu khon ngoan; ban
Han van thi bao suc sinh c6 khon ngoan nhung céi tam thi khac nhau.

---000---



Loi Két

Nhan tim hiéu lich sir cia giai doan quanh thoi ky xudt hién bd kinh
Milindapafiha, ching ta thiy da c6 nhiéu ching cé dé két luan rang: Cudc
dam dao gitta vua Menander (hay Milinda, Di-Lan-bBa) va Ty kheo
Nagasena (hay Na-Tién) la mot su kién lich su, da ting xay ra ¢ tang vién
Sankheyya, thugc kinh d6 Sagala ctia nudc Bactria vao khoang giita thé ky
tha 2 TTL.

St li€u cting cho thay vung tay bic An sau khi bi ngudi Hy-lap xam
chiém da c6 mot thoi tham nhuan PG duoc truyén tir luu vue séng Hang. Co
thé bao day 1a thanh qua sém nhét ciia cic cudc truyén phap cua PG sang
phuong tdy, con trude ca phuong dong. Sy giao hoa gitra hai nén vin héa va
triét hoc cta PG va Hy-lap trong ving da tao nén mot sdc thai dic thu cua
dat thanh Gandhara, noi phat xuat va dong gop ¥ niém dai thira vao PG vé
sau.

Nhung nhin vao sy thing tram sinh diét nhanh chéng ciia cac nén van
hoa trong ving ciing lam cho ngudi doc chanh long. V§i tham vong dé quéc
thong tri toan cau, nhat 1a tr tay phuong ké tir thoi Alexander, thi sirc manh
cua bao luc 1a chu yeu. Manh dugc yéu thua. Ho chang can dém xia gi dén
dao 1y. Pao 1y chi duoc tao dung sau khi di hoan tit sy khong ché dé bién
giai cho viéc giét ngudi cudp cua ciia ho; vi thé ma vai tro cua ton giao va
gi6i ting lit van ludn c6 gia tri lgi dung cho ké xam luoc.

Sudt dong lich sir nhan loai hon hai ngan nim, tham vong 4y cua tiy
phuong van lién tuc dugc tién hanh véi chiéu thirc co thay doi tuy theo thoi
dai ky thuat moi. Dén nay thi ho khong can chiém dat ma chi muén ap dat
quyén lyc 1én cac nude nhuoe tiéu. Di nhién song hanh v6i tham vong nay,
ho van la xit dung “vii khi mém” 1a banh trudng ton gidao Ki-to 1gi hai, “mo
mang nudc Chua” dé& dao va doi cung c6 loi nhu da timg lam trong qué khir
qua cac ché d6 xam chiém thyc dan.

Pi c6 biét bao nhiéu tiéu qudc, bao sic dan, bao nén vin héa va tén
gido cla thé gi6i da bi hily diét boi nhiing tham vong nay. Tir d6 ta thdy
thém rang chi nhiing t6n gido nao dugc ké manh xur dung 1a hy vong ton tai,
va vi thé ton gido nao mudn ddc ton trén thé gian déu phai dua vao luoi
guom cua thé luc, chtr chang phai tir than linh hay giao ly ma gioi tang lur
thudng kéu goi tin @6 tuan phuc. Than quyen 1udn lién két véi thé quyén dé
cung hudng loi. Tin dd cang nhiéu, cong ddng cang 16n thi vai trd cia gidi



tang 1t m&i cang quan trong dé bao vé quyén loi kinh té va vét chat cho
nhau. Gio chu xua thi sdng trong thanh ban ap buc dé 1am sang thién tam,
nhung gido hoi nhan danh ho dugc dung 1én thi song trén xa hoa, du dat ctia
vat chat va quyén lyc. Hoa ra nhimg 101 thuyét giang chi 1a nhimg xdo ngdn
lira mi. Nhung tin d6 thi chdng may ban tdm v&i nhing diéu trai khudy dy
khi quyén loi kinh té ctia ho dugc bao dam boi gido hoi.

Riéng PG, v6i ban chat tir bi, nhan nhuc, hiéu sinh va thanh tinh, giéi
tang gia thi nghién vé thoat tuc (nhung chua hian hoan tdan da thé), xem ra
thleu kha ning t6 chirc va lanh dao khoi tin d tré thanh mot luc lwong kinh
té va chinh tri quan trong trong timg qudc gia (ngoai trir mot vai nude theo
pha1 Tiéu thtra), chir dung noi dén mot trung tam hoang phap chi dao quoc
té. Vi thé PG chi thich nghi voi nhimng xa hoi néng nghiép it bién dong, chi
khong c6 du sttc manh dé khang cy khi bi ngoai xam. Khi bi tn cong dan
ap, thi tin dd PG lai hay chon thai d§ di hoa vi qui, co rut, ty diét hon la
chéng lai mét cach dai hung dai luc.

Do d6 ma ta thdy PG sau nhiéu thé ky sang lang huy hoang & An va
ving tay bic An da bi hoan toan tiéu diét mot cach dé dang boi nhitng ton
gido méi von chi dua vao bao luc va o ép kinh té dé truyén dao. Hién nay
nhiéu Phat tir cam thdy phan khai khi chiia chién dua nhau moc 1én, nhat 1a &
hai ngoai, nhung xét ky lai thi méi thay rang gbc & PG da lung lay ngay tai
nhitng xr thuong ti hao 13 dit Phat nhu Tay tang, Trung Hoa va Viét-nam.
Nhirng bai hoc lich sir ndy c¢6 gdy duoc sy xét lai duong 16i sinh hoat va
truyén gido cia gio1 tang ni hién nay hay khong? Bai vi cur tlep tuc thai do
thu dong, xa rdi quan chung tin dd, thiéu t6 chuc, thiéu uyén chuyen thich
nghi voi thoi dai va thiéu doan két cua gidi 1anh dao thi vai tro cua PG trong
xa hoi, von la dong luc cua dan tdc, e mot ngay kia s€ bi mai mat. Hbi thi da
mudn.

Tran Triic-Lam
Seattle, Mua thu 2004

~—-000---



CHUONG BON - VUA KANISHKA VA SU PHAT TRIEN CUA DAI
THU'A PHAT GIAO

Khéi Nhap

Trong bai lugc khao vé “Khung cdanh lich s quanh bé kinh
Malindapanha” ngudi viét co nhic dén su xuét hién vao thé ky thir 3 TTL
clia cac sic dan Scythian va Kushan & ving tay béc luc dia An, bao gﬁ)m
Afghanistan va Pakistan, da lam thay d6i su sic lich st trong vung cho dén
ngdy nay. Vao dau thién nién ky thir nhit, c6 mot vi vua ndi bac mang tén
Kanishka (Han-Viét am 1a Ca Nj Sic vuong, Ca Ni Sic Ca, Ké Nj Ca
vuong, Pan Ké Ni vuong, Cat Ni Thi Cat vuong, Ca Ni Sit Tra vuong —
GCTG) cua dé qudc Kushan, hau dué ctia nhimng sic dan 4 ay da dong mot vai
tro thlet yéu cho sy phat trién cua Pai thira Phat gido (viét tit PG) va rdi
truyen ba sang Trung quoc. Ong di duoc kinh sach PG tan tung khong kém
gi vua Asoka ciia dé quc Maurya & An vao 3 thé ky trudc, vua Menander
cta xit An-Hy vao giita TK 2 TTL, cac vua tridu dai Gupta & TK tha 5 TL
va vua Hashavardhana ¢ TK tha 6 TL.

---000---
Nguén géc cua dan Sakas (Scythians) Va Yuezhi (Kushans):

Subt lich st Trung quéc tr thoi cd dai cho dén can dai, nude Tau ludn
bi cac gidng dan du muc ¢ phia tdy ma str Tau ¢ khi goi 1a ro HO, hay c6
khi goi chung la Hung nd luén kéo quan sang cu’op pha uy hlep Ngay ca
dudi thoi nha Han, nhiéu khi tridu dinh con phai cng pham vat dé cau hoa,
va con gi ca phu nir hoang gia cho cac vua Hung (goi 1a thién-vu) nhu
chuyén “Chiéu Quéan céng HO”; hay chuyén mét vi quan tén To Vil tridu
Han Vii ¢é bi Hung N6 bat, phai di chin dé ¢ gan hd Balkan, Tay vuc sudt
19 nam; c6 khi sir Tau con ghi viéc tuéng Pan-Chao (Ban Si€u, doi Han
Minh de) chéng lai quan Kushan ¢ Khotan (Han ngi hay ghi la Khuét Pan,
Vu Dlen Vu bién, Vu Don, Khé Dan) vao nam 90 TL. Ap lyc cia rg & tay
vuc van con nang né mii vé sau cho dén thoi Ngu dai sau khi nha Téng bi
sup db, roi nha Nguyén, nha Thanh déu 1a goc man di vv..

O Trung qudc, vao khoang dau thé ky thir 3 TTL, Tan Thi Hoang sau khi
théng nhat dit nuéc vao nam 221 TTL da tam dudi duoc ro Hung NO
(Xiongnu, Hiung-nu: Huns) ra xa bo ¢di. Khi thua tran quén Hung di dan
sang phia tdy danh dudi nhitng bo toc Yuezhi (Nguyét Chi hay Nhuc Chi)
sinh séng & luu vuc Tarim (Xinjiang va Kansu ngay nay) dén ving song Ili



vao khéang 175 TTL. Pén luoc ho, nguoi Nhuc Chi, lai déy cac bo lac
Sakas (ma tiéng Hy-lap goi 1a Scythians, va tiéng Han 1a "Sai" ), c6 ngudn
gég Mang cd, vé phia tdy nam vao cic x{r Parthia (ving dat bi tach ra tir dé
quoc Seleucid vao nam 281 TTL, xtr con lai 1a Syria — GCTG) khoang 138-
124 TTL.

Den khoang giita TK 2 TTL, cac bo lac Sakas va Yuezhi lién két ndi _day
giét duoc cac vua Phraates I va Artabanus I cua xt Parthia, nhung rdi bi
vua Mithridates II (kh. 123-87 TTL) danh bai vao khoang nam 100 TTL.
Dan Yuezhi lién kéo vao xr Bactria, von da duge doc 1ap khoi Seleucid tir
nim 205 TTL. By gid ving nay dugc cai tri boi nhitng tridu vua Hy-An
(Indo-Greek), hdu dué tir cac cudc xam ling ciia ngudi Hy-lap do dai dé
Alexander khéi xuat vao khoang 326 TTL. Vung dat ho dinh cu ¢ Bactria
dugc goi la Tokharistan, va dan Yuezhi dugc nguoi Hy goi 1a Tocharians.
Céc giong dan méi, sau khi dinh cu din dong hoa véi nén vian hoa Hy.

Trong khi Ay thi dan Sakas tai diinh cu & phia nam x(r Afghanistan ngay nay,
duogc goi 1a Sakistan, va séng 1an 16n v6i cac giéng Pahlavas va Kambojas.
Tir d6 ho dan banh truéng vao phia béc cua luc dja An sau khi Maues chiém
dugc vung Gandhara va Taxila khoang nam 80 TTL. Nam 78 TTL dan
Sakas chiém duoc Ujjain va nam 60 TTL chiém Mathura ¢ phia dong va
Surastrene (Gujarat) & phia tdy nam cua An; roi dat quan thai thu hay tiéu
vuong cai tri. Nhung vuong qudc ndy sém tan rd sau khi vua Maues qua doi.
Cac vua Hy-An Apollodotus 11 (80 -65 TTL) va Hippostratos (65-55 TTL)
chiém lai Gandharagmses . wemva vua Vikrama ¢ An tai
chiém Ujjain vao na 2 S8 TTL.

I cla dan Sakas phan cong
L} jtdy bac luc dia An sau khi
® Hippostratos lap nén vuong

Ba nam sau, vua Azes
chiém lai toan vung
danh bai
qudc Indo-Scythians.

Pong tién c6 hinh ctia vua Azes I

Dén triéu vua Azes II (90-12 TTL), 6ng da diét het céc tiéu vuong qubc Hy-
An. Nhung sau khi vua Aze II mat thi vuong qudc Indo-Scythian bi giong
Kushan, von 1a mot bd phan cua ro Yuezhi, xdm chiém 1ap nén bé quoc
Kushan (nén sir Tau hay goi 1an 16n 1a x(t Khuat Chi hay Nhuc Chi) kéo dai



vai thé ky, chi bi tam dut khéang mot thé ky khi bi dan Parthians xam ling
tir 20 TL dén 75 TL, r6i phuc hoi tro lai.

Bgn dj?lu dan cua 5 bQ lac Yuezhi dugc vua Kujula Kadphiges I két hop laj,
tién v€ phia dong chiém va dinh cu tai ving Hindu Kush r6i cac vi vua keét
i€p dan banh trudéng khap phia bac An.

Pé qubc Kushan t6n tai tir TK thir I &én TK 3 TL, trdi dai tir Tajikistan dén
bién Caspian va Afghanistan, cho mai dén thung ling song Ganges. Trong
nhiéu thé ky, dé qudc nay 1a trung tdm giao dich giita cac xir dong va tay
phuong. Cac triéu dai huy hoang nhat 13 tir 100 dén 250 TL c¢6 Kanishka I
(127-151 TL), Huvishka (156-184 TL), Vasudeva I (188-222 TL), Kanishka
11 (222-241 TL) va Vashishka (241- 256 TL.)

---000---
Phé hé cua cédc vwong triéu Kushan:

Bia ky Rabatak da ghi rd phd hé cua cac vuong triéu Kushan, cho thdy
Kanishka ké vi vua Vima Kadphises va ké ké vi 6ng 13 Huvishka ma chi tiét
cac vi¢c lén ngo6i khong duge luu lai rd rang. [Nicholas Sims-Williams
(1998): "Further notes on the Bactrian inscription of Rabatak, with an
Appendix on the names of Kujula Kadphises and Vima Taktu in Chinese."
Proceedings of the Third European Conference of Iranian Studies Part 1: Old
and Middle Iranian Studies. Edited by Nicholas Sims-Williams. Wiesbaden.
1998, pp. 79-93.]

Tén Vua ;l;lluz: 810 'NEm tri vi tim thay trén bia ky
Kajula it nhat 23

- ?
Kadphises nam 103-136 (?)
Vima it nhat 20

- ?
Takpiso nam 279-299(7)
Vima

()

Kadphises 184(7)

2397 1-23 (Pay khong phai 1a nam theo tay
Kanishka I 5 lich ma la niam dau cua lich triéu
nam Kanishka); 127 - 151 TL.

Huvishka  32-40 nim 28-60 ké tir triéu Kanishka; 156-184 TL.



Vasudeva  34-40 ndm 64-98; 188-222 TL

Khoang
19 nam
Vasishka 8 8 - 20 ndm 241-256 TL (?)
‘Kanishka I ‘Khéng o ‘Kh(”)ng 10
Vasudeva Il Khéng 1o 170 (297 i)
‘Shaka ‘Khéng 0 ‘

‘Kanishka 11 ‘222-241 TL.

Co6 vé nhu Kanishka khoéng tryc thudc giong cua ti€n vuong Kadphises.
Nhi€u y kién cho rang 6ng tir mét giong khac nhu Khiét Dan tir Tan cuong
tranh dugc ngoi vua, hodc la thu 1anh tir mét ti€u vuong An cudp ngdi thanh
cong.

Hoang Pé Kanishka | (127 - 151 L)

Tién vang c¢6 hinh vua Kanishka I (khoang 130 TL). Kanishka dtmg thing
trong b chién phuc Kushan, ing cao, ngon Itra phat ra tir hai vai, tay trai
cam uy trugng, dang déng cing vat trudc ban tho. Ghi chi bang chir Hy-
Bactrian viét "Shaonanoshao Kanishki Koshano": ¢6 nghia "Vua cua céc
vua, Kanishka dan Kushan".

Tuy Kanishka duoc biét nhur 13 mot ong vua limg danh ciia dé qubc Kushan;
va da dugce kinh sach Dai thira PG ca tung nhu mét H§ phap vwong vi dai;
thé ma vi nhitng nghién ctru sir hoc ¢ vung thung liing tay bic An cho dén
nay chua dugc khdo sat tuong tdn nén chua c6 mot su dong thuan vé thoi



gian tri vi cua ong. Co thuyét cho 1a tir 78 TL dén 103 TL, ¢6 nguoi bao 1a tur
78 dén 144 TL, ké khac lai cho 1a tir 100-164 TL hodc tir 128 dén 151 TL.

Hoang Pé Kanishka

Cho dén nay di c6 3 cudc hoi nghi chuyén dé tai Luan don dé giai quyét viéc
nay van chua dem lai két qua cu thé. Gén day nhitng ban luan da tap chu
vao thoi ky tor nam 100 dén 140 TL. Nhung vao nam 2004, nho vao mot
kham pha trong viéc nghién ctru ctua Harry Falk thiy rang thoi tri vi cua
Kanishka da dugc dan Kushan xua dung lam nién dai dau cua lich méi trong
sudt mot thé ky cho dén khi dé qudc bi tan rd, nén nhidu ngudi thiy nim
dang quang cua Kanishka 1a 127 TL c¢6 vé kha tin hon. [Falk, Harry (2001):
“The yuga of Sphujiddhvaja and the era of the KusSanas.” Silk Road Art and
Archaeology VII, pp. 121-136.]



et

Bure tuong béng da bi hu hong cua vua Kanishka, trong ty hinh duoc khac
trén dong tién, dugc trung bay ¢ Vién bao tang Mathura.

Nhimmg ching c& vé cude doi cua vua Kanishka dd dugc gom gop lai tir
nhitng di tich khao cd va trong vin hoc PG. Khi éng 1én ngdi thi & qudc
Kushan d3 hiung cudng; tuy vdy ong lai banh trudng thém dya vao sy lan
chiém céc nuéc nho quanh ving, dic biét 1a vé phia dong. Sy banh trudng
nay nham 2 muc dich: 1) Giit vimg sy kiém soat “con duong to lya”; con
duong kinh t& huyét mach cua thé gidi thoi biy gio. 2) Truyén ba PG qua
Trung hoa.

Duéi thoi Kanishka, kinh d6 ciia @& quc Kushan 12 Purushapura, bay gio 1a
Peshawar ¢ Pakistan, ndm & ving thuong luu cua cac song Indus va
Ganges. Pé qudc Kushan thoi nay rat rong. No trai dai tr Uzbekistan va
Tajikistan, ving Trung A, trén dong bang Oxus ¢ phia tdy bic An dén
Varanasi ¢ phia dong; tur Kashmir ¢ phia bac dén Mathura va Gujarat & phia
d6ng nam bao gom xr Malwa. C6 luc con lan dén ving Kashgar, Khotan va
Yarkand, 1 cac chu hau ctia Trung qudc & lwu vie song Tarim, Tan Cuong
ngay nay. Nhiéu dong tién c6 hinh vua Kanishka da dao dugc ¢ day. Dé cai
tri hiéu qua mot dé qudc rong 16n, hoang dé bd nhiém cac quan satraps (thai
tha), meridareks (huyén trudng), va strategoi (quan khu truong) phu trach
cac mién.



Vi kiém soat dugc con duong to lya va dénh thué cao trén nhimg 1ai buon
ngoai qudc di qua cdc quan ai cua lanh thd dé quoc Kushan nén nén kinh té
trong ving rat sung tac voi cac thanh phé 16n, nhiéu dén dai cung dién huy
hoang, thuong mai sim uat va nhiéu ‘nghiép doan ngh¢ nhan ty hoi tu cac xu
tdy va dong phuong. Nho vy ma nén van hoa va hoc thuét ciing phat trién
cao d6 khi tiép c6 su giao luu giita cic nén van minh 1én tir La Ma (trong
thoi clia cac hoang dé Trajan va Hadrian: 98-138 TL) va Trung qudc (dudi
tridu nha Han).

---000---
Sw dung hoa cdc nén van hoéa

Trong su phat trién va 16n manh cta dé qudc Kushan di co su tiép thu
va dung hoa nhuin nhuyen céc nén van hoa dia phuong; o nét nhit 13 dudi
tridu vua Kanishka. Diéu nay duO’c biét dén qua cac dong tién thoi ong da
dao dugc trong cac cudc khio cb & vung Kashmir. Trong d6 ddng tién thoi
vua Kanishka c6 mang nhiéu ddu vét da than tr An gido, PG, Hy-lap,
Persian va ngay ca than cta xtr Sumerian- Elamlte trong Zoroastrian (Bai hoa
giao). N6 cho thdy co su thay doi chuyén tiép trong anh hudng cua cic nén
van hoa, va ndi bac 1a PG.

Tuong ty nhu cac nha cai tri quan chu khéac, Kanishka cling cho minh c6
“thién ménh”. Ong mang nhiéu danh vi da dugc khic trén cac dong tién dudi
thoi 6ng nhu “Vua cua cac vua”, “Pai vuong”, “Thién tir”, va “Hoang pé”.
Sau khi bang ha ciing duoc than dan thanh héa va xay dién tho.

Mit sau cta dong tién vang c6 hinh cta nir than Hy-lap Helios. (kh. 130
TL).

Mot vai dong tién & nhimg nam dau tri vi ctia Kanishka dao dugc cho thy
dan Kushan chiu nhiéu anh huong Hy-lap véi ghi chi bang chit Hy trén



dong tién, vi du HAIOL (Nhyt thin Helios), HOAHETOE (Héa than
Hephaistos), AAHNH (Nguyé¢t than Selene), ANHMOZX (Phong than
Anemos).

Vé sau dan Kushan dan chju thém anh huong cua Iran va An, vi du nhu diu
trién mang hinh than Iran tén Adsho dang c6i ngwa. Sau giai doan chuyén
tiép ¢ Bactria, nhiéu hinh than Persian thiy xuat hién trén dong tién dudi
chit Hy-lap nhu MAO (Nuyét thin Mao),

Vua Kanishka va Nguyét than Mao
OAAO (Phong than Oado), MI®PO ("Mitro", Mithra), vv..

va mot s6 than An gido ciing duoc diic theo nhu OHPO "Oesho", hoa than
cta than Shiva.

Ong con khuyén khich su dung hoa giira cac truong phai nghé thuat PG-Hy
va Mathura ctiia An gido, cing véi nén hoc thuat Gandhara cua PG. Duéi
triéu ong nén van hoa Gandhara dugc phat trién manh mé& va dat dén tuyét
dinh cao d6 v&i nhiéu hoc gia, cao ting, luan gia qui ty.



---000---
Vua Kanishkan va sw hwng thinh cua phai Dai thira PG

Céc tién vuong trude thoi Kanishka déu ton thd da than gido, nhung
dén thoi ong thi trd nén mot Phat tir thudn thanh. Thoi bay gio phai Nhat
thiét hitu bo (Sarvastivadins) cua Pai chung b6 da bén 1& vitng chic & ving
Kashmir va Gandhara. PG d3 dugc truyén ba dén vung nay nhd vao doan
truyén gido thir 2 do dai su Majjhantika cAm dau theo 1énh vua Asoka, va 1oi
dé nghi cua cao ting Moggaliputta Tissa sau ky két tap kinh dién 1an thir ba
tai Pataliputra vao khoang ndm 256 trude TTL.

Puoc sy ho tri cia vua Kanishka, phai Nhat thiét hitu bo cang dwoc phat
trién manh m& va cao diém 1a nha vua d3 bao trg cho lan két tap kinh dién
ma trong Phat st dai thura goi la lan thtr tu, vao nam Phat lich 618, tuc
khoang dau TK thtr 2 TL, tai Jalandhar Kashmirthat, Kashmir, gém 500 vi
ty-kheo dudi sy chi toa cia dai su Vasumitra (Thé Hiru, dich 4m 1a Ba-tu
Mat-da). Muc dich cua ky két tip nay 1a dé soan ra cac bo luan: Kinh S¢,
Luat S¢ va Luén S¢. Dai hdi nay chinh 1a khoi diém cho su phat trién cia
Dai thira (Mahayana) vé sau; va cing nho vua Kanishka ma PG da dugc
truyen sang Trung qudc vao khoang thé ky thi 2 TL.

Lan két tap nay da ghi lai tam tang kinh bang tiéng Sanscrit, va duoc khic
1én rat nhiéu tim dong, ddt rong nhitng hom da va dé tho trong cac thap; thé
nhung ngay nay ndi dung nhitng ban kinh nay chi con luu truyén qua céc
ban dich Han tu.

Ciing trong thdi ky huy hoang ndy co sy xuat hién ctia nhitng dai luan gia
PG nhu Nagarjuna (Long Tho), Vasumitra (Ba-tu Mat-da: Thé ‘Hitru) va
Asvaghosha (Ma Minh). Tuong truyén Asvaghosha con giit vai ¢6 van ton
giao cho nha vua.

Vao gitra thé ky thtr 2, tang doan & Gandhara dong vai trd quan trong trong
viéc truyén ba PG vé phuong bic va dong A chau. Mot cao ting ngudi Vu-
dién, tén Lokaksema (Chi-Léu-Ca-Sém, kh. 178 TL), da dén hoﬁng hoa tai
kinh d6 Lac-duong (Lo-yang) tr& thanh nguoi dau tién dich cac kinh Pai
thira ra Han ngit. Tir d6 con dudng truyén ba PG sang Trung qubc di thiét
lap viing vang.

Chinh dudi thoi Kanishka da lam cho PG thay ddi triét dé dé thich nghi véi
thoi dai méi. Nhi€u hoc gia deé ra gia thuyét cho rang véi d€ quoc rong 16n



kiém soat con duong to lya ndi tir chau Au dén chau A lam dung hoa nhiéu
tu tudng ton gido dong tdy va ban dia, da xic tac cho viéc phat trién tu
tuong Dai thua, chu yéu ¢ phia bic An (nén Phat st hay goi la “bic
truyén”). Nguoi ta cling cho rang vi thé ma lam cho cbt 16i PG bi bién 601
nén suy yéu tai qué huong minh; va An gido c6 co phuc h6i mot khi de qudc
Kushan ctia 6ng bi tan ra. Nhung ngucn khac lai cho rang sy di cu 6 at cta
nhitng b tdc du muc ¢ ndi luc dia A chau vao ving tay bic An duoi thoi
thinh tri ctia Kanishka, hodc tran sang chdu Au di tan pha nhiing nén van
minh va hoc thuét cua dia phuong trong d6 c6 La-Ma va PG, va da dua chau
Au vao thoi ky Trung c6 t6i tim. Nhiing y kién nay can phai dugc tim hiéu
can ké thém trudce khi c6 mot két luan chinh xac.

Vua Kanishka con cho xay mot dai thap hung vy tai thanh Kanishkapur

(mang tén 6ng) & Peshawar khong xa déo Baramula 13 bao dé thd phung xa-
li Phat trong mot chiécf hop bang vang.

con tro lai cai nén cao
1908-1909, cac nha

Ngay nay dai ¢ thap chi
nam téng. Vao cac na
khao ¢b da xac dinh dugc ; .
kinh 1a 286 bo (feet), valss S chidu cao thi ky su cla
dai su Trung qubc chiém ~  —  bai Huyén Trang (Xuan
Zang) da ghi 1a tor 600 den 700 bo Tau, tirc khoang 180-210 metres hay 591-
689 feet; cao khoang 13 tang nha theo tiéu chuin ngay nay, bang gd cham
trd tinh vi duoc chéng do boi hang cot béng sat ma bén trén cot toa ra voi bé
do bang ddng ma vang. R3 rang nd 1a mot ky quan ciia nhan loai vao thoi
bay gio.

Hop chira xa-li (s. sarira) cua dirc Phat Thich Ca do vua Kanishka dung, cho
thdy c6 dic twong Phat dang ngdi thién dinh va bao quanh boi Brahma va
Indra. Kanishka dtng phi dudi bén trai. Mot mau sao dugc luu gilt ¢ British
Museum.

Hop xa-1i chinh cua duc Phat Thich Ca twong truyén c6 chira ba manh xa-lj
(xuong Phat) vbn duoc ton tho trong dai thap tai Shah-Ji-Ki-Dheri, ngoai 6
Peshawar da dugc an tri & Mandalay, Mién Pién vao nim 1910; con hop thi
dugc luu giltt & Vién Bao tang Peshawar.

Hop chta xa-1i co khid giong chit Kharoshthi:
"(*mahara) jasa kanishkasa  kanishka-
pure nagare aya gadha- g U karae deya-dharme



sarva-satvana hita-suhartha bhavatu mahasenasa sagharaki dasa agisala
nava-karmi ana*kanishkasa vihare mahasenasa sangharame” “Than tir
Agisalaos (goc Hy-lap), quan doc moi cong viéc tai dén Kanishka trong tu
vién Mahasena.”

Chung quanh c6 diéu khic hai hinh dtrc Phét ngdi trén toa sen dugc hoang
gia hau kinh, va hinh céac than Persian nhu Nhat than va Nguyét than. Mot
trang hoa trang tri chay vong quanh hop.

Hién nay dang c6 sy ban cii vé& vi vua nao la ngudi cho lam chiéc hop dua
vao hinh vua trén hop khéng c6 rdu rdm nhu hinh thudng thiy vé vua
Kanishka. C6 nguoi cho - . 1a d6 1a hinh ciia vua ké
vi 1a Huvishka. o :

Vua Kanishka trongersd & 8 0 5 W ryyén thong PG thuong
duoc mo ta nhu mot baosAr: % quan vo dao trudc khi
qui y PG nhu trong kinhfSEs i Sri-dharma-pitaka-
nidana sutra: "Bdy gio e - xtr Ngan-si
(Pahlava) rdt ngu xudnlg: fiva tam tanh cudng bao.
Mot vi A-la-han_ nhin thdy nhitng viéc dc ma
nha vua da lam lién muon lam nha vua hoz tam nén da ding than théng cho
nha vua thay canh sé bj tra tan ¢ dia nguc. Nho thé nha vua kinh héi va hoi
tam.” [theo Kumar, Baldev. 1973. The Early KuSanas. Trang 95 New Delhi,
Sterling Publishers].

Ngoai ra viéc xuat hién ciia vua Kanishka va viéc xdy dung dai thap von da
dugc dic Phat béo trude. Trong Vinaya sutra ké: “... dire Phdt chi vdo dita
bé dang ngoi choi xxdy thdp véi dat sét .. [phdn rang] chinh trén ché nay,
Kanishka sé xdy mot bao thdp mang tén 6ng dy.” [trang 91; SKT].

Cau cl}uyén tuong ty da duoc ghi lai trong mot cudn kinh tiéng Khiét Dan
tim thdy ¢ Don Hoang (Dunhuang), bdo trude viéc vua Kanishka s& xuat
hién 400 nam sau khi durc Phat nhdp Nict ban va xay mot dai thap. [trang 89;
SKT]

Pai su Huyén Trang khi di chiém bai qua An vao khoang niam 630 ciing ghi
lai cau chuyén nay. [trang 93, SKT]

Cac déng tién duoc duc vao thoi vua Kanishka c¢6 hinh dic Phat Thich Ca
va Di Lac dao duogc chi chiém khoang 1%. Mat kia ¢6 hinh nha vua nhu da



the”iy & trén. Hinh anh trén cac d@)ng tién thoi khic chua duoc khéo, khong
chi tiét va thiéu can doi.

Mit sau cia dong tién vang c6 hinh cta dtrc Phat (kh. 130 TL) v6i giong chit
Hy-lap BOAAO ("Boddo", dirc Phat), hay PAKAMANO BOAAO
("Shakamano Boddho", dic Phat Thich Ca, hay O BOAAO ("Metrago
Boddo", dirc Phat Di Lic).

Dudi day la 6 mau ti€u bicu dugc vé lai.



Tuong Phat mic 4o tu si theo kiéu Hy-lap, gdm antaravasaka, uttarasanga,
va 4o khoac ngoai sanghati.

Hinh Phat Thich Ca trén tién bang dong cho thay hinh v& 4o ca sa rat mong,
c6 1¢ 1a 16p 4o 16t antaravasaka va uttarasanga. Tay trai khoac dai uttariya.



Cac mau khic trén dong tién vang vé duc Phat da dugc biéu twong hoa kha
xa voi dang ty nhién cua cac diéu khac kiéu Hy-lap ban dau & Gandhara.

\ Gty W4
o _.g; y, & =l
T 2 4%
_t\\h ] =

" )

Hinh dtrc Phat Di Lac dugc kkhic trén dong tién Kanishka, mang glong chir
"Maitreya" (METPAI'O BOAAO "Metrago Boddo") dang ngoi kiét gia va
tay trai lam dia an (Abhaya mudra).

Tuong dong Phat dimg duc & Gandhara, khoang TK 3 hay 4.

---000---



Sw suy vong cua Dé quéc Kushan

Pén TK thir 3 TL thi dé quéc Kushan bat dau tan rd. Sau khi vua
Vasudeva I chét thi @& qudc Kushan bi phan lam 2 x& dong va tiy. Dén
khoang nam 290 TL Cac triéu dai Kushan bi Shapur I cim dau dan
Sassanides 1t d6, rdi 1én 1am vua. Shapur I ciing d3 dénh bai quan La-ma va
banh truéng rat manh trong ving. Céc tridu dai Sassanides cai tri viing nay
tlr 290 dén 651 TL.

Duéi thoi Sassanides Bai Hoa gido lai tro thanh qudc gido, nhung ciing rat
dung hoa véi nhitng ton gido khac, nén PG van c6 co hoi phat trién manh.
Chinh vao thoi ky nay hai buc tuong Phat d6 so 1on nhat toan cau ding cao
177 b6 da duoc tac vao nii da & Bamiyan, Afghanistan vao nam 554, ma
gan ddy da bi bon cudng tin Hoi gido Taliban pha hily vao thang 3 nim
2001.

Pén TK tha 5 thi dé quéc Sassanides bi tan ra boi sy xam lang khac cua rg
Hung n6 méi va sau do la sy 16n manh ctua triéu dai Gupta & An va sy phuc
hoi An gido. Tuy vay cac triéu vua vé sau ciia Gupta lai h6 trg manh mé cho
PG, trong do co viéc tai dung Phéat hoc vién Nalanda vi dai hon, va nang 1én
tam voc quoc té. Nhung khong lau sau An d6 bi cac thé luc Hoi gido xam
lang dan dén su tan lui dan cia PG.

Tran Triic-Lam
Seattle, He 2007

---000---
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CHUONG NAM - TRIEU BDAI GUPTA, HOANG BDE
HARSHAVARDHANA, VA PHAT HOC VIEN NALANDA

1. Dan Nhap

2. BangToém Lugc Cac Méc Lich St

3. Thoi Pai Gupta (320-550)

4. Triéu Dai Harshavardhana (606-647)

5. Phat Hoc Vién Nalanda

6. Vai Nét Vé Cac Dai Su Noi Danh Chiém Bai Tay Truc Puong Thoi

---000---
I) DAN NHAP

O Viét nam trong qua khtr, xem ra s6 hoc gia vé lich str, van hoc va
ton gido ¢ Trung quoc thuc kha dong dao, nhét 1a tho van doi Duong, Téng,
Minh, Thanh nhung lai c6 rat it chuyén gia khao ctru vé van minh An- do du
dai da sé dan chung Viét sung bai Phat Giao (PG), mét ton giao bat ngudn tir
luu vyce song Hang; dé tim hiéu xem nguyén do gi ma dao Phat bi tan lui ¢
trén qué huong minh, hau tir d6 rat tia dwoc nhiu bai hoc hau chin hung tin
tdm cho Phat tur.

Nhu chung ta di biét lich sir va vin minh An Do da timg d¢ lai ddu 4n 16n
cho nhan loai trong cac sang tao vé tén gido, hoc thuat, ngon ngi, toan hoc,
y hoc, kién tric, thién van...; thé nhung, lai glong nhu Trung Hoa, nhimg
phat kién ciia ho khong duoc g dung triét dé vao thuc tién doi sdng nén
sém bi mai mot, va bi ky thuét cia nguoi tdy duong qua mit. Ngay ca lich
sir ciia An ciing khong hé duoc ghi lai rd nét chi vi ho qua quan tim dén dao
hoc huyén bi, cho nén dat nudc nhiéu 1an bi ngoai xam cai tri. Nhitng nganh
hoc thuat ciia An chi méi dugc hé thong hoa goi la An hoc (Indology) va
truyén ba dudi thoi thuc dan Anh (1757-1947). Hai ngudi dugc xem la cha
dé cua nganh hoc nay la William Jones (1746-1794) va Charles Wilkins
(1749-1836). Nam 1784, the Asiatic Society of Bengal (Hoc Hoi A dong ¢



Bengal) dugc thanh 1ap cung v6i tp san Asiatic Researches da day manh
nhitng nghién ctru, sao luc va an hanh vé van minh An.

O luc dia An, trong thoi dic Phat Thich Ca con tai thé, da c6 kha nhiéu vua
chua cac tiéu quc quanh séng Hang rat sing bai PG va hé trg ting gia. Vé
sau, cling nho nhitng sy ung hd tich cuc cua cac hoang dé Iimg danh cua dét
Phat nay ma PG da duoc truyén ba khip noi trong va ngoai nudc An.

Str sach An va PG thudng ton vinh cac vi hoang dé Phat tir, khong nhitng da
lam cho qudc gia thém vi dai ma con dem lai cho PG nhiing giai doan phat
trién ryc rd; d6 1a Ashoka Maurya (269- 227 TTL.), Menander 1 (173-130
TTL.), Kanishka I (127-151 TL), cac vua cudi cia tridu dai Gupta & thé ky
thir 5 va Harshavardhana hay con goi 1a Harsha ¢ thé ky thi 7 (606-647
TL).

---000---
Il) BANG TOM LUQ'C CAC MOC LICH SU

Chung toi da ting dé cap dén cac vi hoang dé ho phap trude (xin xem
nhirng bai viét cua cung tac gia trén cac websites PG); bai khao lugc nay xin
noi veé cac vi vua cudi cua thoi dai Gupta va hoang dé Harshavardhana cta
tridu ké tiép; vé cac vi dai su di qua Tay Tric chiém bai cung thoi; va nhimng
lién hé cua ho voi Phat Hoc Vién Nalanda ndi danh. Dé c6 cai nhin khai quat
vé giai doan 4y, chiing t6i d tham khao va xin trinh bay bang dbi chiéu tom
lugc cac mbe Lich Str An - Hoa cho dén thién nién ky dau TL dé quy doc
gid tién theo doi:

Luu ¥: Nhitng tén danh nhan dia 1y An vén bang tiéng Hindu, khi dugc ghi
am theo chir Latin thi c6 kha nhi€u cach viét, nén dé lan 10n.

NIENKY ANDO TRUNG QUOC
Thoi Tam Hoang, Ngii Dé:
Hoang B¢ (Hién vién thi);

2700 TTL  Van minh Harappa Thiéu Hiéu (Kim thién thi);
Chuyén Huc (Cao duong
thi)

1000 TTL Giong Aryaps tran vao thungNha Tay Chu.

liing song Hang Kinh Dich dugc bién tap



900 TTL

800 TTL

550 TTL

544 TTL

327 TTL

324 TTL

322 TTL

298 TTL

272 TTL

180 TTL

173-130 TTL

145 TTL

58 TTL

30 TTL

40 TL

50 TL

78 TL

Tran chién Mahabharata Vua Hiéu vuong nha Tay
Chu

Gidng Aryans tran dén vinh

Bengal. Bit dau thoi dai St thi:

Mahabharata duoc két tap.

Vua Tuyén vuong; Vua U-
vuong va Bao Ty, Tay Chu

Thoi Xuan Thu (722 TTL —
481 TTL)

Vua Canh Vuong nha Dong
Chu

Thoi Chién Québc 481 TTL
-221 TTL

Vua Chandragupta MauryaThoi Chién Qudc 481 TTL
danh bai vua Seleacus Nicator -221 TTL

Triéu Mauryas khoi dau... .. . .z £
Chandragupta thiét 1ap dé quéc Thoi Chién Quoc 481 TTL

Két tap kinh Upanishads
Dutrc Phat nhap Niét Ban

Pai dé Alexander xdm ling An

dau tién cua An - 21 TTL

. N Thoi Chién Québc 481 TTL
Bindusara 1én ng6i -1 TTL

. Thoi Chién Quéc 481 TTL

Vua Ashoka tri vi 921 TTL
Triéu dai Mauryas sup d6 cﬁa.Cqéi Tan So Han - Hu¢
Trigw B¢, nha Tay Han (hay Tién
Sungas noi tiep Héan)
Vua Menander (Milinda) lap déTu Triéu cia Vil Hau dén
quoc Hy- An. Han Vii Dé
Vua xtt Chola xam lan TichVua Canh Dé, nha Tién
Lan (Ceylon) Hén
Ky - nguyén  Krita-Malava-y;, . 10 an B, Tidn Han
Vikram
@01 dau cua triu Satvahana 9Vua Thanh D & Tién Han
x1t Deccan
Nguoi Sakas cai tri thung lingVua Quang Vi Dé, Pong
Indus va phia tdiy An Han hay Hau Han
Toc Kushan hung manh dan ;/szll Qg Vil D%, 1Bkm

Khoi dau cua thoi ky Saka-

Kushana Vua Chuong D€, Hau Han

127-151TL (1)Hoang d& Kanishka I va d&Tur vua Han Hoa dé dén vua



320 TL

360 TL

380 TL

405 TL (2)

415 TL

427 TL

440 TL
467 TL

476 TL

530 TL
606 TL
622 TL
629 TL

649 TL
672 TL

711 TL

qudc Kushan Hoan dé, Hau Han

Vua Chandra Gupta I 1ap triéqua Nguyén Dé, nha Pong
Gupta Tan

Vua Samudra Gupta xam chiém BBV b\ TEVE £
dat bic va hau hétprl Deccan PGB TR U
Vua Chandra Gupta II 1én ng6i; Bic Tridu:
Thoi dai hoang kim cia nén- Vua An P& nha Tan
van hoc phuc sinh - Vua Pao Vo Bé, Bic Hau

An-Gupta. Nguy

Pai su Phap hién (Fa-hein)Bic Tridu:

chiém bai - Vua An Dé, nha Tin

Phat tich kha“ip vuong quéc- Vua Pao Vo Pé, Bic Hau

Gupta. Nguy

Vua Kumara Gupta I 1én ngoi VP a Minh Nguyén e, Bac
héu Nguy

Vi menen Qe 1 6o MG g i 195 5% 0w

cong xay dung Phat Hoc Vlan

Nalanda. gy

T6 Bodhidharma sinh & namVua Thai V6 Pé, Bic Hau

An, xir cia vua Pallava Nguy

Skanda Gupta 1én ngoi AT e L
Nguy

Nam sinh cta nha thién van
Aryabhatta

T6 Bodhidharma theo thuyenVua Tiét Man Bé, Bic: Hau
dén Trung qudc, cip bénNguy

Vua Thuan Bé, Nam Tdng

Quang chau. Vua V5 Dé, Nam: Luong
Harshavardhana Ién ng6i Vua Vin Dé, nha Tuy

Cung dé Huyu, bi ép nhuong
Bit dau triéu dai Hejira ngoi cho Dai thira tudng Ly
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Khéi du cua triéu Chalukyas &

892 TL phia Vua Chiéu ton, nha Buong
dong

985 TL Trieu Chola: Vua Rajaraja dang Vua Thai ton, nha Téng
quang

1001 TL f;gj? R RN ekl 1

1- C6 cho ghi la 100-164
2- C6 ché ghi la 399 dén 414

Qua ban tom luge dbi chiu trén, ta nhan théy ¢6 hai triéu dai huy hoang cua
An d3 duoc thiét 1ap boi hai vi vua cung tén nhung cach nhau dén gan 8 thé
ky, 12 Chandragupta 1ap ra triéu dai Maurya ¢ TK thtr 4 TTL (324-180 TTL),
va vua Chandragupta | sang lap ra thoi dai Gupta (320-540) ¢ TK tha 4 TL.
V6i tén vi vua sau dang ra phai viét 1a Chandra Gupta 1.

C6 vai tac gia di gom Hoang dé Harsavardhana vao véi giong ho Gupta, co
noi lai con viét 1a Harsavardhana Gupta. Diéu nay khong dang véi lich st
boi vi thoi dai Gupta huy hoang da cham dit vao cudi thé ky thir 5, va triéu
dai ciia Harsavardhana méi xudt hién & dau thé ky tha 7.

---000---

lll) THO PAI GUPTA (320 — 550)

A. Sy Thinh Suy

Pai su Nghia Tinh (I-Tsing) dén An vao khoang nim 672, sau HT
Huyén Trang (Xuan Zang hay Hiuen Tsang) hon 40 nim, va da nghe ndi
dén danh hiéu vua ‘Maharaja Sri-Gupta’ ctia vwong qudc Magadha xay mot
ting vién gin Mrigasikhavana khoang ‘500 nim truéc’ cho nhimg vi su
chiém béi dén tir Trung qudc tam tra. Cac hoc gia vé sau khong dbi chiéu
dugc vai lich sir An, va ho cho rang Nghia Tinh chi phong doan theo cam
quan ton gido ma thoi. Nhung ngay nay nguoi ta da chiing minh dugc do la
thoi dai Gupta dya vao bd Bhagwatam. Dong Gupta khai dau tir xir Bengal,
theo cac ghi chu tai ngdi thap "Varendra Mrigashihavan Stupa" trén doi ¢
Nepal, roi sau d6 tré thanh tiéu vuong tir xit Prayaga, Dong Uttar Pradesh,
bay gio la Allahabad tir nam 240 TL.



Vi tiéu vuong dau tién 1a Sri-Gupta khoang tir 240-280 TL. Ban bia ky bang
ddng & Poona (gan Bombay bay gid) do cong chua Prabhavati Gupta (con
gai ciia Chandragupta-II vé sau) ghi rang Sri-Gupta 1a Adhiraja cua Gupta.
Vua ké vi 1a Ghatotkacha (280-319) ma bia ky ciing con c6 truy hiéu 1a Dai
vuong (Maharaja). Dén triéu thtr ba, khoang nim 320 vua Chandra Gupta I
(320-335) dua vao hon nhan véi cong chiia Kumaradevi dong Licchavi xur
Magadha (Ma-Kiét-ba) da l1am cho lanh thd banh truéng thém; xung 1a Pai
dé (maharajadhiraja). K& tir d6 cac tridu dai Gupta méi tré nén vé vang, va
lich st An ghi vé thoi dai Gupta chi ké tir day.

Kumardevi va Chandragupta I trén dong tién vang do vua con la
Samudragupta cho duc.

Miat trai 1a Nit than Ambika (Durga).

Khi vua Samudra Gupta (335-375) ké vi thi &én nam 360 kinh d6 dugc doi
vé thanh Hoa thj (Pataliputra), tirc Patna bay gid. Str liéu vé 6ng da duoc bia
ky & Allahabad do Harisena ghi va trong ky su ctia Pai su Huyén Trang.
Duéi tridu nay lanh thd lai con duge mo rong thém tir luu vuc song Héng
den tay, trung va dong An cung cac hai dao sau khi thau tom hon 20 tiéu
qudc khac. Nhiéu tiéu vuong 1an bang phai tridu cng dé dugc bao ho, xa
médi dén tan Tich Lan (Sinhala hay Sri Lanka). Sau khi toan tri vua
Samudragupta lam 1& t& ngua chién Ashwamedha Yagna, mot phong tuc
hiém thiy, va cho dtic tién vang luu hanh trén d6 khéc lai nhitng chién cu va
nhac cy di timg xit dung trong triéu. Viéc dic tién vang, tridu Samudra
Gupta dd m6 phong theo kiéu cach cua dé qudc Kushan trude d6. Thoi dai
Kushan da duc chuan muc tién vang 8 gram goi 1a dinara, bit ngudn tir tién
vang La-ma Denarius Aurius.



Vua Samudragupta dang gay huyén cam.
Mat trai: Nt than Thinh vuong Shri-Laxmi.

Duéi tridu 6ng, Ba-la-mon gido (BLM) chiém wu thé vi ong thd than Vishnu
(Vaishnava). Vi vay cac thanh tich PG, ngoai trir Nalanda va Sanchi, theo
Dai su Phap Hién thi B6 dé dao trang (Bodhgaya), Ca ty la vé (Kapilavastu)
va Cau-thi-na (Kusinagara) con bi hoang phé. Vao giita thé ky thir IV, nhiéu
tang si tir xa dén chiém bai BO dé dao trang khong c¢6 noi ta tiic; vua xir Tich
Lan la Sri-Meghavarman dé cho st than mang pham vat dén dang ting vua
Samudra Gupta dé xin duoc xay dung mot ngdi chua tai Bo-dé Pao trang
(‘Bodh-Gaya™) va da duogc tan thanh.

Vua Rama Gupta (375-380) tai vi ching duoc bao lau. Truyén sir
‘Devichandraguptam’ ké rang trong cudc vién chinh danh xit Malwa nha vua
bi bai trdn va bi vua Saka Satrap (hau du¢ cua dan Scythian) bét séng. bé
dugc tha vé nha vua dong y s& dem trao hoang hau Dhruvadevi cho Saka
Satrap. Piéu ndy 1am nguoi em trai tirc gidn xin gia trang 1am hoang hau dé
dén khi vao dugc doanh trai dich quén lién giét chét Saka Satrap, sap nhap
Malwa va con gilt dugc thanh danh cua Gupta. Do d6 6ng hoang d¢ duoc
vinh danh 14 Shakari hay Sahasanka (Ké giét dugc Shakas). Di nhién dan
ching ung hd va hoang hau cam kich nén vua Rama Gupta bi phé bo,
nhuong ngdi cho em.

Dua theo cac bia da & Mathura va Bilsad, ngudi ta biét dugc kha nhiéu chi
tiét vé vua Chandra Gupta II (380-414). Sau khi 1én ng6i, éng da diét cac
tiéu vuong Gujarat, Saurashtra va ving Bengal dé mé mang thém bo cdi.
Ong con lién minh v&i xr Naga qua hon nhan véi cong chiia Kubernaga; va
voi dong xr Vakataka (dong bang Deccan) bang cich gi con gai la
Prabhavati Gupta cho vua Rudrasena II vao nam 390. Chinh cong chiua
Prabhavati Gupta nay di cho ghi lai bia ky bang dong & Poona ké & trén vé
gia pha dong ho minh. Chién thing quan su vi dai nhét cta ong 1a di chiém
dugc xur Saurashtra (nay 12 Maharashtra) canh bién A-rdp, mo rong thuong
mai hang hai qua phia tay An.



Ong duoc ton vinh 1a Thai Dwong Anh Hung (Vikramaditya: Sun of
Valour), vi ong 13 vi vua ndi bac nhét cua thoi dai Gupta, nhung ong lai con
dugc ca tung vé nhimg thanh tyu vin chuong, hoc thuét hon 13 quan su, boi
duéi triéu ong, moi nganh van chuong hoc thuat, nhat 1a dao hoc ca Veda va
Phat phap, y hoc, thii-y hoc, todn hoc va thién vin hoc ctia An c6 mot budc
nhay vot xan lan ma su sach vé sau tan duong 1a thoi dai phuc hung cta vin
hoc An. Triéu ong con dugce ryc r& thém bdi c6 su trg giup cua nhom véan
hao 9 ngudi danh tiéng (navaratna); trong sd d6 c6 Kalidasa bat tir ciia nén
van hoc An. Ngoai vurong hiéu Vikramaditya, tridu dai ciia 6ng con dugc goi
thém 1la Narendrachandra, Simhachandra, Narendra Simha, Vikrama
Devaraja, Devagupta and Devasri.

Dudi triéu dai nay c6 Dai su Phap Hién (Fa-Hsien) tir Trung qudc da dén
chiém bai cac Phat tich va di tham viéng khép dé qudc Gupta dudi tridu vua
Chandra Gupta II tir 401 (c6 sach ghi 1a 399) dén 410, va ghi lai nhiéu ky su
trong bo ‘Phéat Quéc Ky’.

Vua ké 1a Kumara Gupta I (414-455) con c6 nhiéu viwong hiéu khac 1a Sri
Mahendra, Ajita Mahendra, Sima Mahendra, Asvamedha Mahendra,
Mahendra Karma, Mahendra Kalpa, Sri Mahendra Simha, Mahendra Kumar,
Mahendra Aditya vv. Ong ke thira mot dé quoc rong 1om, va c6 cong gilr cho
n6 dugc toan ven. Dudi tridu ong xa hoi An van con ¢ hdi cuc thinh phon
vinh; sy bao dung ton giao c6 phan rong réi hon. Trleu ong con luu lai dén
nay 14 loai tién vang dic trung, va vé sau cé ca tién bac miéu ta ong vua la
manh tudng, vira 1a nhac si vv.. Ong con vang danh ndi bac 1 vi vua cho
xdy dung Vién Phat Hoc ndi tiéng thé gi¢i Nalanda mot cach bé thé vi dai.
Ong c6 hai nguoi con trai l1a Skandagupta (con voi hoang hau Devaki) va
Purugupta (con v6i hoang hdu Ananthadevi). Vao cudi triéu ong c6 quan
Pushyamitra ndi loan ¢ thung ling Narmada de doa triéu dinh.

Tién vang tricu Kumara Gupta I (414-455) v6i hinh nha vua dang ha ho.
Mat trai hinh nit than Nimbate, tugng trung cho song Hang.



Pén thoi vua Skanda Gupta (455-467), theo bia ky Bilsad va Bhitari, dwoc
xem 13 vi vua cudi cua thoi dai Gupta huy hoang, vi tuy ong danh bai dugc
quan Pushyamitra, nhung rg' Hung (Hephthalites — ma st An goi 12 Huna) tir
ving tay béc lién tuc tran xudng uy hiép den ca Hoa thi thanh. Theo bia ky
Kahaum thi 6ng da diét dugc hang tram tiéu vuong (‘7) ké carg Hung bi 6ng
danh bai ¢ thung lling Aryavarta nam 467. Ong cling rat bao dung véi da ton
giao. Khi 6ng mat thi dé qudc Gupta da bat ddu suy yéu.

Skanda Gupta (455-467)

Vua Pura Gupta (467-472) thay anh 1én ngoi thi da gia nén tri vi chi ¢6 5
ndm thi mat. Con trai cia 6ng véi hoang hau Shri Vinayadevi 1én thay.

Pén triéu vua Narasimha Gupta (472-476) thi thoi dai Gupta da bat dau
suy yéu. Co lic An lai con phai cong 18 vat cho vua Hung nd dé cau hoa.
Nhung khi nghe tin vua Hung n6 Mihirakula, dong d6 & Malwa man ty béc,
ra 1énh sat hai ting si PG, hily diét ting vién, d6t bo kinh sach & ving Ngii
Ha, vua Narasimha Gupta lién dong ctra bién gidi va khong hién cdng nita.
Mihirakula ttrc gian kéo quan tin cong kinh d6 Hoa thi Thanh cia Magadha
va truy dudi Narasimha dén tin vinh Bengal. Trén duong hanh quan
Mihirakula di trat gidn 1én cac ting tin dd PG, dd man tan sat nhimg nguoi
khong trén thoat duge va di huy diét PHV Nalanda 1an dau tién. [Heras, A
Note on the Excavations at Nalanda and its History, J.B.B.R.A.S., II, N. §.,
p. 215-216.] Nhung sau do6 quan cua Narasimha Gupta da phan cong va danh
bai dwgc Mihirakula va dudi ro Hung no vé tan vung Shakala (Sialkot,
Kashmir ngay nay).

Su xam lang cia Hung n6 da nhanh chong dua triéu dai Gupta dén chd sup
d6 vi da kéo theo su x&m nhap 0 b at clia dan cac b lac bién cuong tir Trung
A, cong thém kinh t& An bi suy théai trim trong do mét quyén kiém soat
duong to lya, con duong thuong méi huyét mach. Diéu dang luu y ¢ day 1a
hau dug¢ cta dan Hung nd von chay thoat dugc vé& man Kashmir di dan thich



ung voi xa hoi va nén van hoéa madi dé sau nay bién dang thanh giong
Rajputs.

Vua ké vi 1a Kumara Gupta-II (476-477) khong luu lai dugc thanh tich gi.
Thoi gian tri vi cta ba tridu sau ndy qua ngén tong cong chi khoang 10 nim
nén sir liéu hiém hoi. Va tir ddy viéc truyén thira cac ngdi vua ciing khong
duoc ghi lai 16 rang. Xt Magadha cir suy yéu dan va ndi loan cit xay ra mai.
Theo bia ky Apshad & Adityasena thi vua vua Kumara Gupta II, 1di vua
Damodara Gupta da danh bai dugc ké phan loan Isanavarman — mot diing
tuéng da timg c6 cong danh dudi quan Andhra, Sulika, Gauda va rg Hung,
dd duogc vinh danh trén bia ky Haraha. V& sau vua Mahasena Gupta lai con
dep duoc quan phién loan Susthivarman.

Nguoi ta duoc biét thém tén 14 vi vua ndi tiép nhau trong vong hon nira thé
ky 1a Budha Gupta (477-495), Tathagata Gupta, Krishna Gupta, Harsha
Gupta, Jivita Gupta-I, Kumara Gupta-III, Damodara Gupta, Mahasena
Gupta, Madhava Gupta and Deva Gupta-II, Adityasena, Deva Gupta-III, Jiva
Gupta-III. Cac tridu nay ciing ching luu lai cong trang gi vé vang ca cho dén
vi vua cudi 1 Vishnu Gupta thi thoi dai Gupta chdm dit khoang 550.
Sau khi thoi dai Gupta suy sup thi cac thé luc ndi bo tranh nhau ngdi ba
vuong trong mot thoi gian kha dai. Trong d6 dang ké 1a Valabhi, Gujarata,
Nandipuri, Maukhari ctia xtt Magadha, tiéu vuong hau Guptas ¢ Malwa
canh Magadha, cac xr Bengal, Nepal, va Kamarupa trong thung liing
Assam.

Pén dau thé ky thtr 7, cac thé lyc d6i khang rét lai gom vao trong tay ctia hai
dong ho dang ké 1a Shashanka vua ctia xir Gauda (Ha Bengal) sau khi chiém
dugc xtr Orissa lién sap nhap phan 16n 1anh th trong thung ling song Hing;
va dong ho Puspabhuktl & ving bac Delhi dang hung manh; mai dén thoi
vua Harsavardhana moi thong tri duogc thién ha.

---000---
B. Di sin cua thoi dai Gupta

Ngay nay ngudi ta biét nhleu vé thoi dai nay dya vao dong tién ¢, bia
ky, dén dai, va cac tac pham cb van Sanskrit. Tuy lanh thé cua An duéi tridu
dai nay khong rong 16n bang vao thoi Maurya va dong Gupta kéo dai dwoc
200 nam, nhung néi chung da dugc cac nha str hoc xem la thoi dai o dién
hoang kim cua nuéc An. Cac nganh vin hoc, nghé thuat, y hoc, thién vin,



toan hoc, kién tric, dao hoc va triét hoc cua An khéi sic; kinh té sung man
nén cac do thi dug @mphat trién va giau
co.

Tuong Puc Phat vao
5.

thoi Gupta, TK thur

Tuong ty nhiu thoi dai trudc, cac tién
vuong thi theo dao BLM gido nhung
dén cac tridu sau thi 2 L8 stng bai va hd tro
PG. Vuwa Kumara o % Gupta I da cho xay
dung va bao hd cho ~ PHV Nalanda. Roi
ve sau vua = . Narasimha Gupta
da nhuong ngoi cho - con ma vao
Nalanda 1am ting si. . BLM gido va PG
hinh nhu ¢6 sy ph tron dudi thoi nay.
Du vay, xda hdi A dudi th0’1 Gupta
ban dau van con - nang vé voi né nép
trat tu theo ding cip phan bi¢t cua Ba-
la-mon gido.

Du6i thoi Gupta van chuong Sanskrit dat dén cao diém; vian hoc PG thudng
dugc viét bang Pali trudc day déu duoc dich ra Sanskrit; hai muoi tam hang
dong cua cac ting si & Ajanta véi nhitng bich hoa tuyét tac day sang tao linh
dong ciing dugc tao ra. Ajanta nim & phia tiy Maharashtra, mot phan cta
vuong qudc Vakataka ddng minh v&i Gupta. Nghé thuat va vin hoc PG ciing
dat dén tuyét dinh dudi thoi ndy qua nhitng 16 my nghé danh tiéng Mathura
va Sarnath, va tir 6 lan tran sang cac hai ddo DNA va Mién-dién, Xiém-la,
Thuy chan lap, Lao va Lam Ap. Kién trac dén dai, diéu khic va luyén kim
dat dén mot nghé thuat rat cao. Tru sit & Meharulli, Delhi — ma nhiéu hoc
gia cho 13 do vua Chandra Gupta II cho dung 1én - du dén nay di hon 16 thé
ky van con ding tro tro khong i sét. Thé nhung dén nay nhitng dén dai xay
dung vao thoi nay nhu Vaishnavite Tigawa ¢ Jabalpur vao nam 415, ngoi
khac & Deogarhnear Jhansi xay nim 510, va Bhita & bang Uttar Pradesh hau
hét déu hoang tan do nat.

Nhiéu vin hao, thi gia, luan gia dao si trtr danh nhu Harishena, Vasubandhu
(Thé Than), Asangha (V6 Trr), Kalidasa, Dandi, Visakhadatta, Shudraka, va
Bharavi ciing xuat hién vao thoi nay. Nhimg kinh s¢ (shastras), truyen
thuyét luan (puranas) ton gido ndi tiéng ciing déu duogc sang tac, ké ca cudn



kinh vé& nghé thuat yéu duong ndi danh ‘Kama Sutra’. Nha tho Sanskrit vi
dai Kalidasa cua An voéi hai tic pham Meghdoot va Kumarsanhita ciing da
phuc vu dudi triéu Chandra Gupta II.

Riéng vé toan hoc, Varahamihira da dua ra khai niém vé s 18, vo cuc trong
khao luan ‘Bhrihatasambhita’. Déng thoi biéu hién cia con s tir 1 dén s6 9,
va s ‘khong’ (zero: liy tir ddu hiéu vong tron ‘0” vién man tuong trung cho
phép khong cua PG) da dugc phat kién vao thoi nay, ma vé sau nguoi A-rap
truyén qua phuong tdy da dan thay thé hé thong sb ctia La-ma.

Céc nha thién vin Aryabhatta da kham pha ra sé pi va dd ching minh dugc
qua d4t c6 hinh tron vao nam 499. Ho cling da tinh dugc lich theo mat troi
c6 365.358 ngay va su chuyén dich cua cac hanh tinh mot cach twong déi
chinh xac.

---000---

IV) TRIEU DAl HARSHAVARDHANA (606-647)

A. Su Thinh Suy

Triéu dai Harshavardhana hay goi tit 1a Harsha — cung khoang thoi
gian gitra cudi tridu Tuy va dau tridu Pudng bén Trung qudc - duge xem nhur
tridu dai viing chic sau cac tridu Gupta. Thoi 6ng da duoc biét dén nhiéu
nhd dai su Huyén Trang ghi lai trong bo ‘Tay vuc kY’ khi ngai sang Tay tric
thinh kinh tr 629 — 645; nho tir cac cong van cia Trung quéc; tor cac df)ng
tién ¢ va bia ky; tir cac bai viét ciia cac danh nhan duong thoi va nhat 1a
nhd tac pham Harshacharita (Nhitng thanh tich ctia vua Harsa) do thi hao
trong triéu tén 1 Banabhatta di ghi chép lai nhiéu chi tiét bang tiéng
Sanskrit ké ca phan thiéu thoi cta nha vua. Harshacharita 1a cudn sach dau
tién viét vé danh nhan lich sir An. Ong con 1a tac gia cua cudn Kadambini
dugc xem nhu mot vién ngoc qui ctua nén vin hoc Sanskrit.

Nhu di néi & trén, sau thoi ky nhiéu nhuong hdu Gupta dén dau thé ky tha 7,
dong ho Pushabhukti tré nén mot thé lyc 16n manh & An véi vua
Prabhakaravardhana cai tri x(r Thaneshwar.

Con gai cua Prabhakaravardhana tén la Rajyasri va cling la chi cua
Harshavardhana dugc ga cho vua Grahavarman ctua xir Maukhari ¢6 kinh d6
& Kannauj. Lic bay gio PG van con thinh hanh trong ving, va tin d6 BLM
gido va Ky na gido thudng van chung song hoa hop. Tuy vay trong chuong 7



ctia cubn Harshacharita cia Banabhatta d cho thiy luén c6 sy tranh chap
am 1 gitta cac gi6i tang 1it cia BLM va PG. Banabhatta viét “khéng cé mét
Parasari (nha sw do vang) nao wa thich tang si Ba-la-moén, nhung cdc tang
ciia 17 phdi khdc nhau déu song dung hoa.” [ Agrawala 1969: 225].

Sau khi vua Prabhakaravardhana mat nim 605; vua Deva Gupta xit Malwa
(c6 1& 12 hau dué xa cua thoi Gupta cii) tin cong va giét chét vua
Grahavarman va ha nguc hoang hau Rajyasri. Vua Rajyavardhan, 1a anh ca
ctia Rajyasri va Harshavardhana lién kéo quan tin cong Malwa dé tra thu va
danh bai dugc Deva Gupta. Biy gid vua Shashanka cta x Gauda, von da
am muu lién minh cung Deva Gupta, dén gip Rajyavardhan gia lam trung
gian giang hoa va thira co ha sat Rajyavardhan roi chiém dong Kannauj.

Shashanka 13 tin 46 BLM gido — Saivites - rat thinh hanh & phia nam An.
Khi Shashanka chiém thanh Kannauj thi dan chung Phat tir khong ung ho va
con chdng d6i nén Shashanka da ra tay dan ap va tan sat rat nhiéu tin 46 PG
[Sharma 1970: 245]. Vi thé khi Harshavardhana cit quan tai chiém, quan
chiing Phat tir trong kinh d6 da dong ndi day tiép tay ung ho nén chién dich
chong thanh cong, va Harshavardhana di danh dudi Shashanka vé& c¢d thu
mot ving nho & Orissa doc bo bién vinh Bengal. Trén dudng thao chay quan
ctia Shashanka con dét pha PHV Nalanda.

Diéu nay da dugc Huyén Trang ghi lai trong cudn ‘Tay Vue Ky’; va cubn
bién nién st PG, The Arya Manju Sri Mulakalpa, cling mé ta Shashanka 1a
mot ong vua tan 4c. Theo truyén thuyét thi vua Shashanka di cudng doat
mot dién thd Phat ¢ Bo Dé bao Trang Bodhgaya) roi cho dung mot
Shivalinga thay thé. Thyc té vé sau cho thay chuyén ay khong hé xay ra; vi
vao nam 1234 ¢6 vi su Tay tang tén 1a Dharmaswamin dén Vleng thanh dia
d3 kham pha ra rang tuong Phat da duoc xdy tudng che kin dé khoi bi quan
dao Hobi xam lang pha hily. Tuy vay nguoi Hoi tlép tuc dan ap PG va nuong
tay v6i BLM gido nén PG bi tan lui va ngdi dén bi hoang phé cho mai dén
nam 1590, quan cai tri dia phuong lai giao quyen quan tri ngoi dén cho
ngudi Shaivite Mahant. Nhung gan day ngdi dén da duoc chuyén lai cho PG
va da dugc trong coi boi mot uy ban BLM va PG.

Ciing theo truyén thuyét thi Shashanka da hily diét cac thanh tich, quang ca
tang d4 c6 in du chan Puc Phat xudng song, hodc don ngi cdy B6 dé cb thu
& B6 dé Pao trang. Nhung rdi nho ¢6 phép la nén tang da trd vé chd cii va
mot cay bd dé to 16n khac duge moc ra tir nhya cay cii da bi don. [Theo ‘Tay
Vuc Ky’ - Elst 1992]. Nhung c6 1& cac chuyén iy chang hé xay ra. Tang da



c¢6 dau chan Phat nay von da dugc Dai su Phap Hién nhic dén khi ngai ghe
qua O truong (Udynana), béc b Thién tric. Ngai viét trong ‘Phat Qudc Ky’
“Phdt dé dau chan lai & ddy, va dau chdn ay thay dai hay ngan la tiy tam
niém ciia ngwoi nhin. Ddu chéan dy hién nay van con nhuw vdy. Lai c6 vién da
Pht phoi y, ¢é ché Phdt héa dé rong dir, tat ca hién nay van con. Vién dd
Phdt phoi y thi cao 1 trugng 4 thudc, rong chung 2 truong, mot bén bang
phang.”

Tién c6 hinh HD Harshavardhana

Harshavardhana lién thay
tudi, roi doi kinh d6 tr
va tir 46 da banh truéng dat
612, 6ng da cai tri mdt

Sau  khi théng tran,
anh lén lam vua vtra luc 16
Thaneshwar dén Kannauj
dai toan ving bac An. Nam §
vung rong lon bao gém ' Punjab, mién dong xu
Rajasthan, thung liing Hing : Ha, mot phan Bihar va
Bengal cho dén xir Assam; ngoai trr vung tdy va nam
An.

Nim 620 Harshavardhana dem quan x4m lan cac x& & phia nam An nhung
bi vua Pulakesin II ctia x(r Chalukya phia bic Mysore ngin chan; va éng
cling khong thau tom dugc cac xur Valabhl, Nandipurl, Kashmir, Gujarat va
Sind ¢ phia tdy, nhu dudi thoi Gupta. Riéng & phia dong thi tir khi d6i tha 1a
vua Shashanka mat vao nim 636 thi khong con mét su chdng cu nao dang
ke.

Hoang dé Harshavardhana 13 mot nha lanh dao c6 tai ngoai giao gioi ndi
danh khip ving. Vua Bhaskravarman ctia x(r Kamarupa (Assam) tuy theo
dao Ba-la-mo6n nhung da li€n minh chat ché voi 6ng danh dudi duoc
Shashanka va con gitp cho sy chinh phuc thién ha thém thuan loi.
Harshavardhana ciing dd duy tri mbi quan hé mat thiét v6i nha Puong &
Trung qudc, va vua Puong Thai Tén ciling di goi nhidu doan st gia dén
thdm vua Harsa.

Vua Harshavardhana rit can man trong vi€c cal tri vuong qudc rong 16n &
bic An. Ong dich than quan xuyen viéc nude va dbe thic cac quan cai tri
dudi triéu. Ong dit cac tiéu vuong thudc hdang gia cai tri cac xi nho. Str An
ghi nhan vé 6ng nhu mdt minh quan, c6 tai quan sy nhu Samudra Gupta va
chinh tri cing dao dtrc nhu Ashoka. Ong con 1a mot thi si va nha uyén béc.



Ong con duoc nhic dén nhu 1a tac gia cta ba bd kich tho viét bang tiéng
Sanskrit 1a Ratnavall, Priyadarshika, va Nagananda, ma cuon sau chira dung
nhiéu tu tuong PG.

Vua Harshavardhana rat sing kinh PG, dong thdi bao dung véi cac ton giao
khac. Sy thyc hanh tin ngudng cia tin @ PG va BLM gido van tiép tuc pha
tron 1an nhau trong viéc tho cing da than nhu dudi thoi Gupta. Vua
Harshavardhana ciing thuong mé dai thi dan nhu cac vua cudi cua thoi
Gupta (ma theo ban dich tir Han ngit ciia HT Tri Quang theo cudn ‘Cao ting
Phap Hién’ thi goi 1a ‘ban gia viét’). Nha vua m& dai hoi mdi 5 nim &
Prayag dé ong b thi tai vat cho dan chung va cau nguyén than linh cua cac
ton gido. “Khi mo dai hoi thi moi chw tang moi noi cung dén van tdp. Vin
tap roi cho ngoz chu tang dwoc tran thiét, treo lya, treo co va cam long. Lai
lam hoa sen bang vang bang bac ddt sau ché ngoi chw tang, trdi 1én trén cho
ngoi dy nhitng tam toa cu sach sé. Quoc viong cung dwong ding phép trong
1 thang, 2 thang hay 3 thang, va phan nhzeu cr hanh vao mua xuan. Cung
dwong roi, quoc vuong lai khuyén khich quan than cing dwong trong 1 ngay
2 ngdy cho dén 7 ngay. Sau dé quoc vuwong dem ngua ciia minh cho trong
than cudi, lai dem lua trdng, moi thir qui gid, va nhitng vat dung can ding
ciia chir tang, cing quan than phdt nguyén ciing dwong chw tang, réi xin chuw
tang ma chugc lai nhitng thur qui gid.”

Duéi triéu Harshavardhana, Kannauj tré nén mét trung tdm dao hoc quan
trong va da dugc xay dung to 16n va phon thinh ngang tam cé véi Hoa thi
thanh (Patilaputra) ctia thoi Gupta va Ashoka.

Céanh Hb Harshavardhana cung nghlnh Da1 su Huyén Trang

Niam 643 dé don tiép dai su Huyén Trang dén hanh huong thinh kinh Phat tir
Trung quéc, vua Harshavardhana di t6 chirc mot cudc dai hoi lién ton rat
trang trong kéo dai khoang hai thang gdm cac cao ting cua BLM gido, PG
va Ky na gido va sy coO mat cua cac tiéu vuwong khac nhu vua
Bhaskaravarman ctuia xit Kamrupa (Assam) va vua Dhuvabhatti xt Vallabhi
dé nghe dai sw Huyén Trang thuyét phap va dé cting nhau trao doi dao hoc.



Sau Kannauj, Huyén Trang con dugc dua dén bo song Hang (Ganga),
Yamuna va Saraswati dé tiép tuc hoang phap. Sau nhiéu lan tiép xuc véi
Huyen Trang, vua Harshavardhana rat tin ngudng dai thira. Vao thoi gian
Huyén Trang duoc vua Harshavardhana tiép don trong vong thi khéi ting 1t
BLM giao khong méy hai long, va dd am muu ha bé Harshavardhana. Khi
co muu bi bai 10, vua Harshavardhana da déy 500 nguoi BLM ra bién
cuong.

Diu nim 644, _Huyén Trang vuot 6ng Indus dé tre vé Trung qudc sau 10
nam luu lal & An. Ba ndm sau thi vua Harshavardhana bi gict va thém mot
doan st ruc 1o cua An Do két thuc.

Ong mAt nim 647, tho duoc 57 tudi. Sau khi 6 ong mat, lai khong c6 nguoi ké
vi nén vuong qudc bic An lai roi vao hon loan nhleu nhuong vi ndi b tranh
danh quyén lyc. Vua Narasinghavarman, mot tiéu viong cta xit Kanchi tré
nén hung manh, va vua Bhaskravarman cua xtr Kamarupa (Assam) thau tom
d4t dai xua von thudc vua Harshavardhana.

Mat khac khéi ting 1ir BLM khi thdy dé qudc ctuia Harshavardhana bi tan rd
lién céu két v6i dan Rajputs & bién cuong xam ling An dé “tai 1ap vai tro
chinh tri t6i cao & Aryavrata sau khi nha vua mat” nhu Havel dd viét.
[E.B.Havell, History of Aryan Rule in India, p. 217, Quoted by Swami
Dharma Teertha, p. 118]. Theo truyén thuyét (Puranas) thi dan Rajputs von
1a hau dué¢ cua Hung nd lai dwoc BLM thu phuc bién ching thanh giai cp
Kshatriya, tirc giai cip vwong tuéng dé phuc vu cho quyén lgi cia ho va ca
hai phia cung hudng loi.

Nhung dén niam 724 tic 'khoang dau thé ky tha 8 thi quan Hbi (Turkic
Muslim) da chiém duogc dat Sind, ving vién tdy dat An, va tro thanh moi de
doa vé sau cho sy an nguy ciia An. Nhiéu bia ky cua cac tiéu vuong & phia
tay da ghi lai nhitng cudc chong cac lan song xam lang cua “dan mleccha”,
c6 noi khac ghi “dan yavana” (chi dan A 14p). Tur sau triéu dai cua
Harshavardhana khong con c6 tridu nao ciia An oai hing ca nén dén nam
1193, quan H01 dudi su lanh dao cua Bakhtiyar Khalji da xam lang thanh
cong va dat nén thong tri trén dit An.

---000---

V) PHAT HOC VIEN NALANDA



A) Lich sir

Nalanda nim khoang 90 km huéng dong nam cia Hoa thi thanh
(Pataliputra), 62 km vé hudng dong béc ciia Bo-dé Pao trang (Bodh-Gaya),
¢6 dién tich udc khoang 166 bo hudng bac-nam va 800 bo hudng dong tay;
thugc bang Bihar ngay nay (ma xua kia c6 tén la Magadha — Ma-kiét-da).
Nguyén ngir cua Bihar 1a tor Vihara (xtr chua); va Nalanda c6 nghia 1a noi
trao truyén chanh phép (nalam: hoa sen; da: ban bd. O An hoa sen tugng
trung cho chanh phap).

Khi Dirc Phat con tai thé, Ngai dd nhiéu 14n ghé thim Nalanda va thuyét
phép & Vuon Xoai Pavarika (the Mango Grove of Pavarika). Mahavira, gido
chu Ky na giao (Jain) ciing da tirng nghi ngoi ¢ day trong 14 mua mua.

Béy gio Nalanda 1a mét lang nho, noi sinh truéng va ciing 1a noi tir trin ctia
Ngai X4 Loi Phét (Sariputra). Hoang dé Ashoka ciing d dén chiém bai va
cho xay thap tho x4 loi cia Ngai X4 Loi Phit va mét tang-gia-lam
(sangharama) dau tién & ddy. Chinh ngdi dai thap nay vé sau tré thanh ciu
tric trung tdm biéu tuong ctia Phat Hoc Vién (PHV) Nalanda. Nhiéu dai



luan su ndi danh cia PG cung tung xudt than & PHV nay nhu Nagarjuna
(Long Tho), tuong truyén ngai ra doi vao nam 150, va da dugc 1am sa-di luc
7 tudi & Nalanda; Dinnaga (Tran Na — con goi 1a Dong Thu hay Vuc Long),

t6 ctia phai “Tan Nhan Minh’, tic gia bd ‘Nhan Minh Chanh Ly Mén Luan’

(Nyayamukha): ngudng cua cﬁa luan 1y vv...

Nhung Nalanda da dugc xay dung qui mo to 16n va tr¢ thanh mot trung tam
cao hoc noi danh trong bao’nhiéu the ky lai nho vao tin tam PG va sy bao trg
doi dao cua nhitng tricu cuoi cua thoi dai Gupta.

Qua cuén ‘Tay vuc ky’, dai su Huyén Trang viét: “Mot cuu vwong tén
Sakraditya, ton kinh Nhat thira va tam bio dd chon mdanh ddt phude lanh
(lucky spot) dé dung nén tang-gia-lam nay”. [xem Cf. Edgerton, Vikrama's
Adventures 1, p. LXVIL.] Ngai con ké lai tén 3 vi vua ndi danh khac da lién
tiép bao tro PHV Nalanda duéi cac truy hiéu thanh hoa la: 1) Buddhagupta-
raja. 2) Tathagatagupta-raja. 3) Baladitya-raja da lam nhiéu hoc gia vé sau
khong thé dbi chiéu duoc véi lich sir.

Nhiéu tac gia dd dua vao chi tiét mo hd nay khi viét vé vi vua dat vién da
xdy dung Nalanda. Don cir 1a khi tra ctru “Na-lan-da” trong cubn Tir Pién
Phat Hoc cia Chan Nguyén va Nguyén Tuong Bach a 4n hanh nam 1999 tai
Hué, ta thiy ghi: “Vién Phdt Hoc danh tiéng ciia An D¢, dwoc vua Thude-
ca-la Pat-da (s. Sascraditya) thanh ldp trong thé ky thir hai, mét nha vua
nuwée Ma-kiét-da.” Co 18 cic tic gia nay di tham chiéu cudn “The
Encyclopedia of Eastern Philosophy and Religion” do nha xuat ban uy tin
Shambhala, Boston 4n hanh nam 1994; boi cling c6 mot doan viét nhu thé.

Nhung trong mot tu liéu khéo ciru ti mi cta ting hoc gia H. Heras voi tua dé
“The Royal Patrons of the University of Nalanda” duoc dang trong Journal
of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, PART I. Vol. XIV 1928 pp. 1-23
vao nam 1928 di roi sang nhiéu phat hién moi. Ong da cung voi Gido su
Samaddar phén tich cac truy hiéu cua cac vi vua trén ddng tlen ¢ va dan
dén mot két luan ranh mach d6 1a danh vi cua cc vi vua cudi cia triéu
Gupta la: vua Kumara Gupta I, ngoai truy hi¢u Sakraditya con c6 truy hi¢u
khac 1a Mahendraditya. [Sakra hodc Mahendra 1a thanh hiéu ctia than Indra —
xem Allan, Gupta Coins, p. LV Cf. va Heras, The Final Defeat of
Mihirakuka, I.H.Q., III, p.12]. Vua Skanda Gupta (ttc Buddhagupta-raja);
vua Pura Gupta (tirc Tathagatagupta-raja), va vua Narasimha Gupta (tic
Baladitya-raja).



Nhu thé vua Sakraditya chinh 1a vua Kumara Gupta I (415-455), con cua
Chandra Gupta II ¢ dau the ky thir 5, chtr chang phai mdt vi vua nao ¢ the ky
thur 2 ca.

Noi “dat lanh” ma Huyén Trang ghi chinh 1a ngdi thap thiéng liéng do so
ngay giita khuon vién rong 16n cia PHV — thap thd x4 lgi cia Bo tat
Sariputra da n6i ¢ trén. Ong con cho dung bia ky ky niém ngay dai su
Buddhamitra an vi tuong Phat. [Fleet, o.c., p.47. Hwui Li, Life of Hiuen
Tsiang, p.109]. Va ctr thé cac vua vé sau lal tiép tuc cho xdy dung cic toa
tang-gia-lam khac banh truéng thém.

Ciing qua cudc nghién ctu cia H. Heras, thi PHV Nalanda da dugc khoi
cong vao nam 427 do 1énh cua vua Kumara Gupta L Diéu nay hop 1y vi xa
hoi An dudi triéu Kumara Gupta I van con 1a thoi thinh tri yén hoa, dat nudce
giau manh nén nha vua chu tam nhiéu dén hoc thuat tu tuong, da bao trg va
quy tu duoc rat nhidu thirc gia trr danh duong thoi. Piéu dang luu ¥ 14 vua
cha Chandra Gupta II thi rat sing BLM gido, nhung dén triéu con Kumara
Gupta I thi lai bao dung va hd tro cho PG va Ky-na gido.

PHV Nalanda thoi biy gio 1a mot trung tim hoc thuat cao cap danh tiéng
qudc té, qui tu rit nhidu dai tu tuong gia khong chi vé Phat phap ma con
tham ctru vé moi nganh khac nhu V¢ da, van hoc, luén 1y, thién van, toan s0,
y hoc vv... Cac luan su ndi danh cua Trung quan téng va Duy thirc tong
cling da timg giang day ¢ ddy. Vao thoi Huyén Trang luu hoc thi Vién da co
dén hai ngan giang su va khoang muodi ngan hoc vién an ¢ hoc tap. Vién cha
bay gio 1a dai ldo su Silabhadra (Gioi Hién) da truyén cho giao 1y Phap
tudng tong (hay con goi 1a Duy thirc tong hodc Du-gia tong). Co s¢ gdm co
tam ting-gia-lam va 300 cin phong duoc bao quanh bdi mot vong tudng rit
cao, chi c6 mot céng vao O phia nam. Vién c6 mdt thu vién dat trong mot toa
nha 9 ting co tén Ratnabodhi chita day du Kinh Dai thira, Tiéu thira, Veda,
sach thudc, thién van, dia 1y, toan, k¥ thuat... ma twong truyén khi bi quén
Hoi d6t pha ¢ thé ky 12 d4 chay am i dén bay thang méi dirt.

S6 hoc vién khong phai chi thuan tang si, ma ai muén vao hoc phai qua mot
cudc sat hach van khao trinh d¢ boi vi phap su gidm mén. Chi c6 khoang 2-3
ngudi trong s6 10 ting sinh qua dwgc. Huyén Trang viét ngai “dén ting-gia-
lam Baladitya-raja va da dwoc luu tru trong cw xa Buddhabhadra cao 4
tang”. [Cf. Beal, o.c., I, p.167 Hwui Li, 0. c., p. 110.]



Huyén Trang lai viét: “Vua Buddhagupta-raja [tirc vua Skanda Gupta (455-
467)] da tiép tuc cong viéc cia phu vuong; cho xdy thém mot tang-gia-lam
khdc vé phia nam ngéi ciia vua cha da xdy”. Diéu nay trung hop voi lich st
An 13 vao giai doan sau khi vua Skanda Gupta danh dudi dugc quan Hung
nd & dong bang Aryavarta, dd cam ta dang ctiing cho PHV. [Bhit inscription
of Skanda Gupta, Fleet, o.c., p.55, 1.10].

Pén doi vua Pura Gupta ké vi vua anh Skanda Gupta thi nhu Paramartha
(Chan-Bé: 499-569) da viét trong cubn ‘Cudc doi ciia Vasubandhu (Thé
Than)’, mot dai luan thuyét gia PG ¢ thé ky thtr 5 va Thién t6 thir 21, dang
lam vién chu & Nalanda; rﬁng do anh hudng cua T6 Thé Than, vua
Vikramaditya tr¢ thanh hd phap cho PG va con xay thém mot tdng-gia-lam
khac vé phia déng ctia ng6i ma tién vuong da cho dung, con gdi hoang hau
va thai tir &n tu hoc véi Ngai. Vikramaditya tic 1a Pura Gupta, vi vé sau
ngudi ta tim thiy duoc hang chit Sri-Vikramah trén dong tién cd dudi tricu
ong; va thai tr tirc 1a vua Narasimha Gupta. Trong thoi ky nay Phat Gido va
S¢ Luan da timg c6 mot cudc tranh ludn quy mé vé Ty Ba Sa Luan
(vibhasa).

Pén doi Narasimha Gupta thi thoi dai Gupta da bit ddu suy yéu. C6 lic vua
Hung n6é Mihirakula kéo quan tin cong kinh d6 Hoa thi Thanh va truy dudi
Narasimha dén tan vinh Bengal. Mihirakula d3 dd man tan st ting tin do
PG, va da huy di¢t PHV Nalanda lan dau tién. [Heras, A Note on the
Excavations at Nalanda and its History, J.B.B.R.A.S., II, N. S., p. 215-216.]

Tuy vdy quin cta Narasimha Gupta di danh dudi dwoc Hung nd vé tan
Kashmir. Sau khi chién thing vua Narasimha Gupta lién cho tu bd nhiing
tang-gia-lam da bi hu hai, xdy dung mot ting-gia-lam méi ¢ phia dong bic
ctia hoc vién cii ciia cha. Trong thdi Huyén Trang dén hoc ngdi ting-gia-lam
nay van con, dugc goi la dai hoc vién Baladitya-raja. Thém nita vua
Narasimha Gupta con cho xdy cit thém mot ngdi tu vién (vihara) cao 300
bd. Huyén Trang da viét: “Ngoi chua thuc dd so. Kich thude cta né va pho
tugng Phat bén trong tuong ty nhu dai dién & B6 dé dao trang.” [Beal, o.c.,
p. 173-774.]

Sau khi hoan tat ngoi chua vua Narasimha Gupta d@ mo mét dai hoi khanh
thanh rat trong dai. Ong cho phép cong dén moi ton gido dén tham du. C6 ca
dén 10 ngan tang si dén tir khip nude va ca hai tu si dén tu Trung qudc.
Theo Huyén Trang thi su hién dién cua hai ting si tir Trung quéc di lam dep



long nha vua va tdng thém tin tim PG cua Ong. Vé sau Narasimha Gupta da
nhuong ngdi cho con d€ vao lam tang sinh trong PHV.

Mot doan trong du ky ciia Huyén Trang ghi “Nguwoi con ciia vua Narasimha
Gupta tén la Vajra da lén ngoi sau khi vua cha gia nhdp tang gia.” Vajra
chinh 13 vua Kumara Gupta II, va ong tiép tuc cho xay mot ting-gia-lam méi
0 phia tay cua Nalanda. [Beal, 1. c.]

Nhung sau triéu dai cia Narasimha Gupta thi Magadha ct suy yéu dan va
ndi loan ctr xay ra mai da lién luy dén su diéu tan cia PHV Nalanda khong
it. Theo bia ky Apshad & Adityasena thi vua vua Kumara Gupta II, rdi vua
Damodara Gupta da danh bai dugc ké phan loan Isanavarman — mot diing
tudng da ting c6 coéng danh dudi quan Andhra, Sulika, Gauda va ro Hung,
da duoc ghi 1 trén bia ky Haraha. Vé sau vua Mahasena Gupta lai con dep
duoc quan phién loan Susthivarman.

Vua Vajra cling la vua Kumara Gupta II, 1a vi vua sau cung da dugc Huyén
Trang ghi lai da tung c6 cong trang v6i PHV Nalanda. Ngay ca cac vua cudi
cuia triéu dai Gupta tranh danh 14n nhau cting khong duoc Huyén Trang nhic
dén trong du ky. Ngai viét tiép: “Sau ddy mot vi vua cua Trung An> [Beal,
o.c., II, p.170.] RO rang Huyen Trang muén dé& cap dén hoang dé
Harsavardhana ¢ Kannauj gan hai thé ky vé sau, vao thdi ngai c6 mat & An.
C6 hai doan Huyén Trang ca tung vi vua nay da c6 lién hé voi PHV trong du
ky 13 vua d3 cong bd su cau hoc Phat phap va di t6 chirc mot phap hoi tuyén
duong Dai thira.

Sau khi ddnh dudi dugc Shashanka, vua Harsavardhana ma Huyén Trang ton
vinh 1a Siladitya-raja cho tu sira lai toan by nhitng tang-gia-lam bi hu hai va
lai con cho xay mot ng6i chua mdi boc dc‘Sng va dyng mot tuong Phat cao 25
mét trong chanh dién cua ngdi tang-gia-lam xay boi vua Kumara-Gupta 1.
Khong nhimng nha vua, ma con ca nhitng vua chu hau déu noi guong bao trg
PHV Nalanda nita, ta c¢6 thé ké tén 6 tiéu vuong qudc nhu Maukhari véi
qudc vuong Purnavarma, Gauda ¢ Bengal, Kamarupa & Assam, Nepal,
Valabhi ¢ Saurastra va Chalukya ¢ Deccan [A. S. I. E. C., 1917--8, p.44—

5]. Nalanda dugc chu cap luong thyuc mdi ngdy, nhu Hué Ly (Hwui Li) ghi
lai trong cubn “Cudc doi cia Huyen Trang” qua sy mo ta cta Huyen Trang
& tién ban thé ky thtr 7 nhu sau:

“Nhiing ngoi thap trang tri my miéu va nhitng vong dai huyén hodc cao nhw
nhitng ngon doi déu gan bé véi nhau. Cdc vong dai hinh nhw bi chim khudt



trong swong mal va nhitng can phong trén cao thi nam trén may. T cdc
khung cira s6 ngmfz ta cé thé thdy may luén thay hinh doi dang vi gid, va
bén trén nhitng mdi hién cao it ta ¢é thé quan sdt dwoc sw noi tiep giita
mdt troi va mdt trang. Va xin thém rdang trén mat ho trong sudt né day
nhitng hoa sen mau xanh, chen voi mau do tham ciia hoa Kie-ni (Kanaka) va
déu khoang co nhitng cdy Amra téa bong mat. o0 sdn ngodi la noi chir tang
trii ngu gom bon tang. Moi tang deu c6 twong rong va mdi hién sdc s,
nhitng cot dd hong ngoc dwoc cham tré va trang tri dep dé, nhitng hanh lang
cau ky, va mdi nha dwoc lop bang nhimg mdi ngéi phan chiéu anh ndng
thanh hang ngan béng cang lam quang canh thém phan hoa 1.

Nha vua rét kinh trong chu tang, va da mién thué cho khoang 100 lang lan
can dé lo viéc chu cap cho tang vién. Hai tram gia dinh trong nhing lang a ay
thay nhau mdi ngay cong hién vai gia gao thuong, vai tram dau bo va sira.
Nho duge cung phung ddy dii nhu thé ma ting sinh & ddy khoi lo dén “ti
su” (y phuc, thirc n, givdng nam va thuéc men). Do d6 ma viéc mong cau
tu hoc cta ho dat duoc dén toan hio.

[The richly adorned towers, and the fairy-like turrets, like pointed hill-tops,
are congregated together. The observatories seem to be lost in the vapours
of the morning, and the upper rooms tower above the clouds. From the
windows one may see how the winds and the clouds produce new forms, and
above the soaring eaves the conjunctions of the sun and moon may be
observed. And then we may add how the deep translucent ponds, bear on
their surface the blue lotus, intermingled with the Kie-ni (Kanaka) flower, of
deep red colour, and at intervals the Amra groves spread over all, their
shade. All the outside courts, in which are the priests' chambers are of four
stages. The stages have dragon projections and coloured eaves, the pearl-
red pillars, carved and ornamented, the richly adorned balustrades, and the
roofs covered with tiles that reflect the light in a thousand shades, these
things add to the beauty of the scene.

The king of the country respects and honours the priests, and has remitted
the revenues of about 100 villages for the endowment of the convent. Two
hundred householders in these villages, day by day, contribute several piculs
of ordinary rice, several hundred catties in weight of butter and milk. Hence
the students here, being so abundantly supplied, do not require asking for
the four requisites (clothing, food, bedding and medicine). This is the source
of the perfection of their studies, to which they have arrived.] [Hwui Li, o.c.,
p-111-112.]



Lich sinh hoat hang ngay ¢ Nalanda, theo Huyen Trang dai khai nhu sau:
Sang sém, theo tiéng goi moi tra sinh déu day rdi tim goi. Sau d6 hanh 18
tam tuong Phat, cung cing dudng huong hoa va tung kinh. Tiép theo 1a hanh
thién, rdi an sang. An xong, ting smh dén glang duong nghe thay thuyet
phap va cung tham gia tranh luan vé nhimg chu dé da hoc; nhiéu khi kéo dai
dén chiéu t6i. Budi trua 1a ngo thyec. Bubi chiéu, c6 nghi 1& Caitya Vandana,
cac tang sinh tap hop & cong truong chinh va hat nhitng bai Thanh ca cling
dudng dirc Phat trudc khi vé phong toa thién va ngu.

Trong thoi dai Gupta, sy tu hoc vé mahayana (dai thura), dac biét
madhyamaka (trung quan luén) duoc phat trién manh m&. Ké tir 750 dudi
thot dai Pala thi nghién vé Tantra (Thién dinh Kim Cang thira) cho dén
nhitng nam cubi cua Nalanda. O thé ky tht 8 dai su Dharmaganj da c6 cong
truyén ba PG dén Tibet (Tay tang). Tir nim 1049 dén_1057 ¢6 vi vién chi &
Nalanda la Naropa. Sau khi quan Hbi gido xam lang An va tan pha Nalanda
vao thé ky thu 12 thi truyén théng PG di dugc chuyén qua Tay tang. Vay ma
nam 1235 c6 nha chiém bai Tay tang Chag Lotsawa dén viéng Nalanda con
thdy c6 vi giang su gia 90 tudi Rahula Shribhadra dang day cho khoang 70
tang sinh.
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B) Phic hoa tong thé ciia PHV Nalanda

Di tich cua PHV Nalanda

1) Ngoi tang-gia-lam x4y boi vua Kumara Gupta I & manh dit phude lanh tai
trung tam. (Beal, o. c., p. 168.)

2) Phia nam: ng6i tang-gia-lam xay boi vua Skanda Gupta.

3) Phia dong: ngodi tang-gia-lam xay badi vua Purra Gupta.

4) Phia dong béc: ting-gia-lam x4y boi vua Narasimha Gupta.

5) Phia tay: tang-gia-lam xay boi vua Kumara Gupta II.

6) Phia bac: ngdi tang-gia-lam to 16n x4y boi vua Harsavardhana (Beal, o.



c.,p. 170.) Trong cudn ‘Cudc doi Huyén Trang’ ciia Huili thi lai ghi 1 canh
ngoi xay boi vua Kumara Gupta II.

7) O phia tiy ngdi nay thi c6 ngdi chua. (Beal, o. ¢, p. 172.)

8) V& phia nam khoang 100 budc, c6 ngdi thap nho.

9) O phia nam c6 burc twong ctia "Quan Tu Tai B Tat” (Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva).

10) O phia nam ciia btrc twong nay c6 ngdi thap tho xa loi cuia Ptic Phat.

11) O phia tiy bén ngoai tudng ctia ngdi thap, c6 bon nude va thém mot
ngoi thap khac.

12) O phia dong nam khoang 50 budc, bén trong bo tuong c6 mot cay cd thu
khac thuong, than doi va cao dén 8 hay 9 bo.

13) Ké d6 bén phia dong co6 mot dai tu cao 200 bo, trong truyén xay boi vua
Narasimha Gupta.

14) K& d6 bén phia bac khoang 100 budc, c6 mot ngdi chiia bén trong ton
turong "Quan Tu Tai Bd Tat” (Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva).

15) O phia bic ctia ngdi chiia nay c6 mot dai ti khac cao 300 bo, xay boi
Baladitya-raja (Natrasimha Gupta).

16) O vé phia dong béc lai c6 mot ngdi chua khac.

17) Ciing vé phia déng bic c¢6 noi “bdn vi Phat qua khir toa vi”.

18) O phia nam c6 ndi chiia dong x4y boi vua Siladitya-raja
(Harsavardhana).

19) Vé phia dong khoang 200 budc bén ngodai bd tudng c6 mot twong Phat
bang dong cao 80 bo. C6 mot mai dinh 6 ting che bén trén do vua
Purnavarma xay.

20) O phia béc tir 2 dén 3 dam hay li c6 mot tu vién bang gach tho B6 tat
ba-la (Tara).

21) Bén trong cua céng nam c6 mot giéng nude 16n.

22) Toan bd PHV dugc bao quanh bdi mét vong tudng cao, xay bdi vua
Harsavardhana. (Ibid. p, 179.)

23) Cira chinh di vao PHV nam vé phia nam.
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VI) VAI NET VE CAC DAI SU’ NOI DANH CHIEM BAI TAY TRUC
BUONG THO!

A) Phap Hién (Fa-Hsien hay Fa-Xian)



Thich Phap Hién ho Cung, ngudi huyén Vi duong, tinh Binh duong.
lam sa di (Sramanera) tur luc con rat nho. Ngai thuong than 1a vi & Trung
qudc kinh luat (Vinaya-pitaka) thiéu sot nén dao hanh cua chu tang thoi bay
gid chua duge tu tri dung murc; vi vy ma quyét tim sang Tay tric (An do)
dé tim cau.

Nim 399, Doi Tdng An dé, lic 25 tudi Ngai dd cung bdn ting si khac di
duong bd vé hudng tdy vuot sa mac va nii tuyét, sau 6 nam, tirc nam 405
méi dén dugc xir Magadha vao thoi vua Chandra Gupta IT (380-414). Ngai &
lai d6 3 nam hoc tiéng Sanskrit roi suu tip va sao chép duoc luat tang cla
Dai-chiung-bd, Thuyét-hiru-bo, Tap-a- -ty-dam-tam, kinh Phuong- dang né-
hoan, van van. Sau do lai vuot song va bién xudi nam dén dugc Tich Lan rdi
0 lai 3 nam sao chép luat b Sa-di- tic, Truong-a-ham, Tap-a-ham, Tap-tang,
ma & Trung qudc chua hé biét dén.

Nim 411, Phap Hién theo thuyén buén tré vé Trung qudc, bay gio doan
chiém ba1 chi con lai mot minh ngai. Sau 3 nam day gian truan voi phong ba
bao tap, nhiéu khi tuong da bo minh trén bién ca, méi vé& duoc dén Thanh
Chau vao nim 414, 1a nam thtr 12 nién hiéu Nghia Hy cta nha Tan. Trong
ban dich cudn ‘Cao ting Phap Hién truyén’ cua HT Tri Quang c6 mdt ghi
chu tha vi 1a sau 90 ngay bi bao, thuyén cua Phap Hién lac dén mot xtr tén 1a
Da-bé—dé, ma ghi chi ctia Thai Viém, soan gia bo ‘Phéat hoc dai tir dién’ cua
Trung quéc cho d6 13 nuéc Ecuador, Nam My. Thai Viém két luan, ngudi
phat hién My chau dau tién 1a Phap Hién, chir khong phai 13 Columbus sau
nay. Thyc ra Da-ba-dé 1a 4m ciia Vajrabodi thudc xt Sri Vijaya — Sumatra.

Sau d6 Phap Hién trd vé Trudong An cung thién su An 1a ngai Buddhabhadra
(Phat-da bat-da-la) ¢ chua DPao trang, dich Ma Ha Tang Chi Luat
(Mahasamghika-vinaya) thuong duoc goi tit 13 “Tang Chi Luat”, kinh
Phuong-dang né-hoan (Vaipulya-sutra), luan Tap a-ti-dam tdm (con goi 1a
Tap A-ti-ddm tAm luan). Nhung phan 16n nhitng bo khac mang vé duoc,
chura dich kip thi bj hoa hoan thiéu ddt mat.

Chuyén du hanh chiém bai ciia Phap Hién di duogc ghi lai sau khi ngai tro vé
Trung qubc vao thoi Pong Tan. Truyén ky 1t hanh con goi 1a ‘Phap Hién
truyén’ ma ta hay biét dé dudi tén khac 1a ‘Phat qudc ky’ hay ‘Lich Du
Thién Tric Ky Truyén’. D6 1a bo sir liéu va dia du quy gia sém nhét ndi vé
nhitng mién dit nuéc la ma ngai di di qua, cung nhitng Phat tich va sinh
hoat & An d9, Tich Lan vao dau thé ky thtr 5. Du vAy nhiéu nhan xét lai bi
pha tron v6i nhitng huyén thoai ton gido do ngai nghe dugc ¢ timg dia diém



chiém bai qua cam quan cua mot tang si sung tin PG, nén thiéu tinh khoa
hoc ddi v6i doc gia ngay nay. Thé nhung c6 nhiéu doan ‘ngai lai ¢6 nhung
nhan xét rat 16 nét vé tin tim cua Phat tir cua thoi dai bay gio nhu: “Qubc
vuong cac nudc Thién tric phia tay sa mac déu tin ngudng Phat phap, cung
duong chu tang. C6 khi cac vi &y bo vuong mién, cung than quyén va quan
than tu tay bung don ) an cung duong chu tang. Bung don r6i, cac vi dy
trai tim 16t xudng dat, ngdi ddi dién thuong toa va chu ting, chir khong dam
ngdi trén givdng ghé.

Thoi dai cuia Phat, phong cach cac qudc vuong cung dudng thé nao thi dén
nay van truyén lai thé ay cho nhau.”

Dai su Phap Hién mét luc 86 tudi & chua Tan thudc Kinh Chau.
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B) Huyén Trang (Hsuan-tsang, cach ghi méi Xuanzhuing: 600-664)
1) Tiéu sir:

Ngai con dugce vinh danh 14 Tam Tang Phap su, mot tang nhan vi dai
va la mét trong bon dich gia 16n nhat cua PG Trung qudc. Ngai con 1a nguoi
sang lap Phap tudng tong (Faxiang), mot dang cua Duy thirc tong (yogacara,

vijianavada)  tai W Trung Qubc.
Tugng cua Huyén _ Trang & Chua Tir An,
Truong An (Xi'an) | @

Trang, tén 1a Tran V7,
16 doi Tuy Vin DBé
TL) tai tinh Ha Nam
trong gia dinh sung kinh Khéng hoc. Nam
1én 13 tudi ngai da xuit gia va nam 21

tudi tho cu tuc gioi. ‘Ngai duoc kinh sach mo ta la nguoi rat thong minh ma
tanh tinh nghiém_ can, hoa nha, va khiém tén va c6 long tir man, dai do,
cuong quyet va trdm tinh.

Thich Huyén|
sinh vao nam thy
Duong Kién (596

Du trong vai thé ky qua trudc da co nhiéu sy giao luu ciia cac tang si gitra
An va Hoa va da c6 nhiéu dich ban kinh Phét luu hanh & Trung quéc. Tuong
truyén nam 67 TL, doi vua Minh Dé nha Hau Héan cé hai dai su An 1a
Kasyapa-matamga (Ca Diép Ma Dang) va Trauc Phap Lan truyén phap dén
Trung qudc. Vua Min Dé cho cat Bach Ma Ty dé tho Phat va dé hai vi tra



ma dich kinh. Ban dich dau tién 1a TG Thap Nhi Chuong. Hai vi nay la
ngudi da dat giéng moi cho Phat Gido & Trung qudc tir ddy.

ROi nhiing vi su An Do khac tiép tuc dén Trung Hoa nhu vao nam 147 co6
Arsakes (An Thé Cao) d¢én Lac Duong, ngai da dich kinh Tiéu thira nhu Té
Pé Kinh, Chuyén Phap Luan Kinh, B4t Chinh Pao Kinh rdi sau dé trong
khoang 178-189, ngai Lokaraksa (Chi Lau Ca Sim) dén Trung Hoa da dich
nhiéu kinh dién Pai thira nhu Kinh Thu Lang Nghiém, Kinh Bang Chu Tam
Mudi, Kinh V6 Lugng Thanh Tinh Binh Pang Giac. Nhung nguoi hoc kinh
lai vi c¢6 nhiéu kién giai Phat hoc khac nhau nén méi nay sinh cac tong phai,
h¢ phai nhu Tinh D9 tong, Luat tong, Phap tudng tong, Chan ngon tong, Cu
xa tong, Duy thure tong, vv... lam ngai cang thém hoang mang.

Viéc nay da thuc day Huyén Trang 1én duong di An D6 dé tu minh tim hiéu.
Niam 627 ngai roi Truong An lac 27 tudi; ndm 631 dén Peshawar viéng thap
md cua vua Kanishka (Ca-Ni-Sac-Ca Vuong); nim 633 dén Ty trac chiém
bai cac Phat tich nhu Kapilavastu (Ca-ty-la-vé) qué huong cua thai tur Tt
Pat Pa. Nam 636 dén kinh d6 Kanauji ciia hoang dé Harshavardhana,
Huyén Trang nhin thdy hang trim ting vién, hang chuc ngan ting si. Sau do
Huyén Trang dén Savastis (X4-Vé) noi Phat thuong dén thuyét phap, rdi dén
vuon Lumbini noi Phat dan sinh, Kusinagara (Cau-thi-ma-kiét-la) noi Phét
nhap diét, Benares (Ba-nai-la) tham Sarnath (Loc Uyén) noi Phat chuyén
thanh luan, Vaisali (Vé-xa-li) noi Phat thuong an cu kiét ha, Pataliputra
(Hoa thi thanh) va Bodhgaya (BO @& dao trang hay Giac Thanh) va cubi
cung tim dén va trang tuyen sinh vao PHV Nalanda khoang 638. Bay gio
vién chi 1a Pai su Gigi Hién (s1labhadra) tuy tudi da cao, di truyén cho
Phap mon Duy thirc. Hai nim sau, Huyén Trang rdi Nalanda di thim xu
Odradeca, Kalinge, Andhra, Pallava va Tich Lan dé mo mang lién thire, roi
tré vé lai Nalanda tiép tuc tu hoc cho dén 643.

Huyén Trang 14 ngudi bién luan gioi, trong 10 ndm & An, di hoa giai nhiing
cudc tranh ludn vai nhiéu ting Iir Tiéu thira cing nhu Ba-la mén nén danh
tiéng lung 1ay va nhiéu vua chia moi ngai thuyét phap. Nam 645, ngai dugc
44 tudi, Huyén Trang vé d&én Truong An trong sy don tiép tung bimg cua su
sii, than dan kinh thanh nha Puong sau nhleu nam gian khé bd hanh qua
123 x{r 16n nho. Huyén Trang di mang vé Trung Qudcl50 Xa loi tir, bay
turong Phat bang gd quy cao tir 1 thudce t6i 3 thudc rudi, va 647 bd kinh Tiéu
thira va Dai thira. Tat ca déu duge dua vé chia Hoang Phuc, r0i mot ndm sau
dua vé chuia Tir An vira méi dugc triéu dinh xay dung cho ngai.



Sudt 19 nam sau, ngai da dich dugc 75 bd 1.335 cudn kinh. Vi ngai thong
thai ca van h¢ Sanskrit nén da dich nguoc hai bg kinh tir Han van ra Sanskrit
la ‘Pai thtra khéi tin luan’ (mahayanasraddhotpada-$astra), vi nguyén ban da
that truyén; va “Dao duc Kinh’ ctia Lo Tit. Qua nhimng cong trinh ndy ngai
da dem lai cho ngon ty va van hoc Trung Hoa trén ba van tir ngit va y ni€ém
triét hoc méi. Pidu nay da lam cho van hoc doi Puong thém khai sic.

Huyén Trang mit ngdy mung 5 thang 2 nim Lan Pic nguyén nién (664).
Ngay 14 thang 4, mét triéu nguoi ¢ Truong An va ti xu lai dua linh clru 6ng
toi an tang ¢ Bach Loc Nguyén. Vua Thai Tong nha Puong luc d6 da bang;
Vua Cao Tong ra 1énh qudc tang rat long trong.

---000---
2). Liét ké vai thanh qua sang tac va dich thuit cia HT Huyén Trang:

a) Sang tac: ‘Dai Duong Tay Vuc Ky’, con goi tit 1a “Tay Vyc Ky, ndi
danh kim ¢, do Huyén Trang ghi lai vé cudc hanh trinh qua An thinh kinh
ctia Ngai khoang tir ndm 627 dén nam 645; vé sau c6 dé tr 13 Hwui-li (Hué
Ly) nhuén bat. Lin dau dugc dich sang Anh ngit boi Samuel Beal, nim
1884, tai ban nam 1911; béi Thomas Watters va nhuan but bdi T. S. Rhys
Davids va S.W. Bushell, & London nam 1905.

Ve doi nha Minh ¢6 Ngoé Thira An (Wa Chéng'én: 1506-1582) da dua vao
cudn ‘Tay Vuc Ky’ cua Huyen Trang ma sang tac cubn truyén ndi tleng
trong van hoc Trung qudc 1a “Tay Du Ky Dién Nghia’ khi 6ng dé ngoai 70
tudi. Tuy nhién, hién nay van c¢6 mot sb y kién cho rang ong khong phai 1a
tac gia cua cudn tiéu thuyet nay.

b) Dich thuét: Pon cu mot sb (dva vao cudn ‘Pai Tang Kinh Nhap Mon’
cua Thich An Hai, Thich Nguyén Quynh, do TT Thich Vién Ly dich tir Han
van):

1) Giai Than Mat Kinh (Samdhinirmaocana-sutra), kinh dién cin ban cta
Phéap Tudng Tong, ndi dung ndi vé tu tudng cia trudng phai Duy Thirc
(Yogacara hay Vijnanavada).

2) A Ti Pat ma Cau X4 Ludn (Abhidharmakoésa-bhasya) thudng duoc goi tat
1a “Cau X4 Ludn,” Do Thé Than (Vasubandhu) viét.

3) Du Gia Su Pia Luan (Yogacarabhumi) tuong truyén do Di Lic (Maitraya)
thuyét giang va V6 Trude (Asanga) ghi chép.

4) Thanh Duy Thirc Luan (Vijnaptimatratasddhi-sastra) do Ho Phap Ding



(Dharmapala) viét. Luan nay la thanh dién can ban cua tong phai Phap tudng
& Trung Qudc va Nhat Bon.

5) Duy Thirc Tam Thap Luan Tung (Trimsika: Ba Muoi Cau Ké Vé Gido Ly
Duy Thirc) do Thé Than (Vasubandhu) viét. [ma cuén “Thanh Duy Thirc
Luan” (Vijnaptimatratasiddhi-sutra) 14 sach chi giai cin cir vao cudn nay].
6) Duy Thirc Nhi Thap Ludn (Vimsatika: Hai Muoi Cau Ké Ban Luan Vé
Gi4o Ly Duy Thirc) do Thé Thén viét.

7) Dai Thira Thanh Nghiép Luan (Karmasiddhiprakarana) do Thé Than
viet.

8) Nhon Minh Nhap Chanh Ly Luan (Nyayapravésa) do Thuong Kiét La
Chu (Sankarasvamin) viét. Nhon Minh 1a dich tir chir Sankrit “Nyana” c6
nghia 1a “luan ly” va nhan dé Luan ndy 1 “dan nhap vao luan Iy hoc,” 1a sy
gidi thidu don gian va ngin gon vé nhitng 1y thuyét cua Trin Na (Dignaga),
ngudi sang 1ap tong phai Phat giao “Tan Nhon Minh”, do dé tir cia Trin Na
1a Thuong Kiét La Chu viét.

9) Di B Tong Luan Luén (Samayabhedo) do Thé Hiru (Vasumitra) soan.
Sach nay duoc viét tir 1ap trudng ciia nhitng nguoi thugc phai “Nhét Thiét
Hiru B” (Sarvastivadin), nhung né ciing mé ta chi tiét vé nhirng dic tinh
giao ly cua cac tong phai khac.
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C) Nghia-Tinh (I-tsing: 635-713)

Thich Ngia Tinh 13 / . ; mot dai su di Tay trac

sinh nim 635 & Pha L T “Duong (Fan-Yang) gan

3 | duoc hoc chir tir nam
1én 7 tudi, nhung rdi s phu qua doi lic ngai
duoc 12. Ngai duoc nha lam sa di vao nam 648
lic 14 tudi. Sau khi tho cu tic gidi nim 654, ngai
danh 5 ndm chuyén hoc 2 vé Luat tang
(Vinayapitaka).

Nghia Tinh rit ngudng mo guong thinh kinh
cia cic dai su tién boi nhat 1a Phap Hién va
Huyen Trang. Ngal dén Truong An vao nam 664, trong luc kinh thanh co
dam tang ciia Huyén Trang, va quyét tim noi theo con duong cac ngai.



Nghia Tinh xuong thuyén vuot bién vao nim 671 & Quang Chau (Canton),
12 ngay sau dén mot xr thuan PG tén 1a Bhoga thugc dao Sumatra r6i tra
ngu sau thang & ddy dé hoc tiéng Sanskrit. Sau ddy vua x(r Bhoga gitip thém
phuong tién dé ngai di tiép dén xa Malayu (Sri-vijaya) trudc khi dén An Do
ndm 673. Ngai ca ngoi long nhi¢t thanh tu hoc cua tang gia khong nhiing cua
xtr Bhoga ma hau nhu toan thé hai dao DNA. Sau khi thim viéng cac Phat
tich & xir Magadha, ngai dugc nhan vao tu hoc ¢ Nalanda khoang 10 nam tir
676 dén 685, va ciing chuyén tim hoc Luat tang. Theo truyén ky ciia ngai thi
tudi toi thiéu dé duoc nhdp hoc ¢ Nalanda 1a 20.

Trén dudng tro vé Trung qudc nam 685 ciing bang dudng bién Nghia Tinh
c6 ghé lai xtr Bhoga dé tiép tuc dich kinh tir Sanskrit. Nam 689 Ngia Tinh vé
dén Trung qudc, va dugce tridu dinh nha Pudng tro cip thém cho cong cude
thinh kinh va dich thuat, nén ngai quay lai Sri Vijaya va ¢ d6 thém 5 nam.
Dén nam 695 ngai tré vé Trung qudc dudi thoi cua Tac Thién VS Hoang Dé,
mot nguoi siing kinh PG, mang theo rat nhiéu kinh dién.

Nghia Tinh ciing noi gwong Huyén Trang, danh phan doi con lai dé dich cac
kinh Phat. Ngai dich ra 68 bd gdbm 290 quyén, trong s6 dé c6 Kim Quang
Minh Téi Thing Vuong Kinh (Suvarnaprabhasa-sutra) con dugc goi 1a “Ti
Thing Vwong Kinh”. Ngai con sang tac ‘Dai Puong Cau Phap Cao Tang’ va
‘Nam Hai Ky Quy Truyén’ ghi chép trang thai Phat Gido & An Do va
Sumatra dwong thoi. Phap Hién dd phan biét dugc 18 bo phai Phat Gido
thanh 4 nhom dudi anh hudng cia cac bo phai chu lyc: Mahasanghika,
Sthavira, Sarvastivada va Sammitiya. Dong thoi con ghi rd dia ban hoang
dao cua timg bd phai. Ngai ké rang trong thoi Ngai, Hiru Bo phat trién manh
tr Magadha (trung tim diém phat trlen) lan ra den Lata (Gujarat), Sind,
Nam An, Péng An, Sumatra, Java, Ldm Ap, mét s6 tinh & Trung qudc (mlen
Poéng, Tay, Nam) va Trung A (dic biét cac nhanh nho cia Hitu Bo déu rat
phat trién & khu vuc nay).

Ngai di dich vién tich luc 79 tudi vao nim 713 duéi triéu vua Pudng Huyén
Ton.

Oi, canh xua, nguoi xua, nay con dau?

Tran Tric-Ldm
Seattle, vao thu 2006

---000---



HET

' 1. Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 257 TTL. Ban Nikam con viét la vua
Priyadarsi. Trong cdc Phdp du, Dai dé Asoka luén tw xung la Thién tit, Vua
Piyadasi.

2. Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 257 TTL.

*. Ddn Cholas va Pandyas & phia nam ngodi dé quéc do vua Asoka cai tri.
Dan Satiyaputras va Keralaputras song cdn duyén viing tdy nam.
Tamraparni la tén ¢é cua Tich Lan (Sri Lanka). Antiyoka tirc la Antiochos IT
Theos cua xw Syria (261-246 TTL).

. Asoka thuc hanh loi day cua Puc Phdt trong Samyutta Nikaya (Twong
Ung Bé Kinh), I:33.

°. Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 257 TTL.

. Ban Dhammika: Khéng c6 tai liéu nao ton tai cho biét ré chire ndng ciia
cdc vi quan nay. Ban Nikam: do la cac quan cai tri huyén (Yuktas), tinh
(Rajjukas) va kinh do (Pradesikas).

. Ban Nikam: "priests and ascetics"; Ban Dhammika: "Brahmans and
ascetics": "tu-si (Ba-la-mon) va dao st khé hanh", chi cho giGi tu hanh thoi
bdy gio. Dao-si kho hanh gom ca cdc khdt st Phdt gido, Ajivika va Ky na
giao.

¥. Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 257 TTL.

*. Ban Dhammika: muon néi dén tiéng trong danh lén khi triéu dinh trimg
phat nhitng ké pham phdp. Ban Nikam: la tiéng trong trgn. [NXR: Y kién
cuia Nikam va McKeon co vé dung hon.]

10 Ban Dhammika: Giong nhw moi nguoi trong thoi cé dai, Asoka tin
rcing duwoi sy cai tri cua mot minh quan thi nhiéu diém lanh xudt hién. [NXR:
Ban dich ciia Nikam va McKeon vé doan nay khéng st bang ban cia HT. S.
Dhammika.]

"' Bia ky Kalsi, ban nam 256 TTL.

2 Theo loi Phat day trong "Phap Cu" (Dhammapada), cdu 163.

1 Ddn Hy-lap (Yonas), dinh cw dong dao o ving ma nay la Afghanistan va
Pakistan sau cudc xam lang cua Alexander the Great.



. Trong hai ban déu dich la "householders: gia truong”. [NXR: C6 1é
Asoka muén néi dén giéi cie si. Theo chiing t6i, dich la "cw si” thi diing voi
tinh than Phép du hon.]

5. Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 256 TTL.

. Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 256 TTL.

. Ban Nikam lgi dich la: “Ngay cd ké khéng ciing dwong dweoc pham vit xa
xi, khong biét tw ché va long khéng trong sach, khéng cé dn tinh, va tin tam
vitng chdc van dang khen va can thiét.”

s Vihar-yatras. Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 256 TTL O ddy vua Asoka
diing "Thién tit" dé chi cho cdc tién vieong.

. Ban Dhammika: Thoi bdy gio c6 tén la Sambodhi hay Vijirasana chiv
khong goi la Bodh Gaya nhw ngay nay.

2 Ban Nikam lai dich doan nay nhw sau: "Tuy nhién, vua Priyadarsida giac
ngé (sambuddha) mwoi nam sau ngdy dang quang, nén tir d6 nhitng chuyén
tuan du ciia ngai dwoc goi la Phdp du hanh."

' Ban Nikam dich: "Nhitng chuyén Phdp du hanh nay lam vua Priyadarsi
rdt vui long hon nhitng chuyén khac."

2 Bia ky Kalsi, ban ndm 256 TTL. Asoka nght dén Mangala Sutta (Sutta
Nipata 258-269) khi ban Phap du nay.

% Ban Dhammika: "cong nhan va gia nhan”.

* Nhiéu ban cham dirt ngang ddy.

» Bia ky o Girnar, Dhauli va Jaugada lai thém doan nay.

* Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 256 TTL.

"' Ban Dhammika dich doan nay nhw sau: "T. Gt cd moi né luc cua tram
chi nhdam dén an sinh trong doi sau cho than dan, va dé ho khéng viedng dc
nghiép. Vo phwoc diec la ac nghiép. Thdt la viéc kho lam cho ké hen ha va
nguoi cao sang trir phi ho tan lyc va tie bo tham vong. Lai cang kho boi
phan véi nguoi cao sang (hon la véi ké hén ha).”

% Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 256 TTL.

»  Dharma-dana: Pan thi Chdanh Phap. Twong tu "Phap Cu"
(Dhammapada) cdu 354.

% Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 256 TTL.

' Nguyén ban: "saravadi" dich la "tinh tity tén gido" ¢é nghia la "pham
chat dao hanh".



32 Theo Ban Dhammika, von dua vao ban bang tiéng Pali, dich theo
cau "Ta samavayo eva sadhu"; ma "Samavayo" chiét tw ra thi cé "sam +
ava + i", co nghia la "den voi nhau.

% Thoi bdy gio Asoka nghi rang Hy-Lap la xit vo tén gido.

% Ban Nikam dich: "Bdy gio, vua Priyarsi nghi rang ké pham 16i véi Ngai nén
dieoe tha thir néu 16i dy co thé tha thir dwoc.”

% C6 thé Asoka nghi dén "Phdp Cii" cdu 103-104.

¢ Khodng ba ngan dam.

37 Theo thw tu, la cac vua Antiochos Il Theos cua Syria (261-246 TTL), Ptolemy
11 Philadelphos cua Egypt (285-247 TTL), Antigonos Gonatos cua Macedonia
(278-239 TTL), Magas cua Cyrene (300-258 TTL) va Alexander cua Epirus
(272-258 TTL).

¥ Xem ghi chu 3.

* Xem ghi chu 13.

“ Bia ky Girnar, ban vao nam 256 TTL.

" Bia ky Dhauli, ban nam 256 TTL. Hai Phdp du Kalinga chi tim thdy dwgc &
Dhauli va Jaugada.

“ Ban Dhammika: con viét la T isa; la ngay rdm, trang tronm.

* Bia ky Jaugada, ban nam 256 TTL.

“.Ban Dhammika dich doan nay nhu sau: "Bang vdo viéc chi day va cho cac
nguoi biét vé long quyét tam va o1 cam két ciia tram, tram sé tw minh quan tam
dé dat dén muc tiéu nay."

% An ¢6 3 mia: néng, mwa va lanh. Ngay Tisya: xem ghi chii 42.

“ Bia ky Gavimath, ban nam 257 TTL. Phép dy ndy da tim thdy & 12 noi khdc
nhau, v6i ndi dung khong dong nhat. Bdc biét la chi trong Phdp Du Maski ndi
véi Tang Gia nay Pai Dé méi xung thwe danh la Asoka (Asokaraja).

7 Nhiéu hoc gid khi dich doan Pali "yam me samghe upeti" (dd vao Tang gid),
da hiéu nham, cho la Pai dé Asoka da tré nén mot ty-khwu (tang si).

% Nhiéu ban khdc dich sdt nguyén ngit la "men unmingled with Gods: nguoi
khéng hoa lan véi Troi". Hai ban Nikam va Dhammika dich “the people who
have not associated with the gods."

® Ban Nikam dich la "ké gidu va nguwoi nghéo". Noéi chung la déu binh ding
trong Chanh Phap.

*.Ban Nikam dich doan nay nhw sau: “O ¢éi Diém-Phii-bé (Jambudvipa), troi
von khéng hoa lan véi nguwoi, nay da hoa lan véi ho. . Nhung nhitrng két qua
tram thu dat chi bang ciia (ngay ca) nguwoi nghéo néu ho nguwéng mé Chanh
Phdp. Thiee khong diing néu néi rang diéu nay chi danh cho ké gidu. Ké gidu
va nguoi nghéo déu phdi dwoc bao rang: ‘Néu cdc nguwoi lam nhu thé thi



nhitng thanh twu ddng ca tung ndy sé truong ton va sé gia tang mot lan
rudi.””’]

' Ban Nikam khong dich doan nay.

2 Bia ky Brahmagiri.

Phdp du nay dwoc tim thdy trén mét tang dé nhé gan thanh phé Bairat, va
nay dwgc bdo ton trong Hiép Héi A Chéu & Calcutta.

. Cdu nay da da vao mot doan trong Kinh Tang Nhat A-Ham (Anguttara
Nikaya, IV:164.) " ... thdt la diéu ngon, nhitng loi do Puc The Ton thuyet."

. Ban Nikam dich: "Cho phép tram liét ké nhitng ban kinh phan danh Diéu
Chanh Phap, va lam Chanh phap truong ton."”

% Pd c6 nhiéu thdo ludn vé nhitng ban kinh Pali ndo twong vmg voi
trich da~n cua vua Asoka: 1) Vinaya samukose (Skt.: Vinaya samukasa: Xung
Tung vé Tri Gi6i): c6 thé la Atthavasa Vagga, Anguitara Nikaya, 1:98-100.
2) Aliya vasani (Skt.: Aliya vasani: Mdau Muyc vé Doi Pao Hanh): ¢é thé la
Ariyavasa Sutta, Anguttara Nikaya, V:29, hodc Ariyavamsa Sutta, Anguttara
Nikaya, II: 27-28. 3) Anagata bhayani (Skt.: Anagatabhayani: Au Lo vé
Twong Lai) : ¢6 thé la Anagata Sutta, Anguttara Nikaya, III:100. 4) Muni
gatha (Skt.: Muni-gatha: Bai Ca Dao Si): la Muni Sutta, Sutta Nipata 207-
221. 5) Upatisa pasine (Skt.: Upatisya-pasine: Bai Giang vé Cudc Song
Thanh Thién): la Sariputta Sutta, Sutta Nipata 955-975. Va 6) Laghulavade
(Skt.: Rahulavada: Bai giang vé vong ngit cho La-Hau-La): la Rahulavada
Sutta, Majjhima Nikaya, 1:421.

s Bay Phdp du nay dich tir bia ky Dehli Topra, squ ban dau dwoc ban ra
nam 243 TTL va con thcfy trén nam thach tru khac. Ban thir bay dwoc ban ra
nam 242 TTL.

% Theo tiéng Pali: "Cakhu dane" 6 nghia la "T) ram ban cho sw thay". Co
thé la vua Asoka ban cho "con mdt tri tué"; nhwng ddt né vao todn bo Phap
du thi c6 vé nhw la Asoka dd ra lénh ngung 16i hinh phat lam mi mdit.

% Cé nghia la ngung sat sinh.

“ Twong tw nhw loi Phdt day trong "Phap Cu" (Dhammapada) cau 50 va
252. )
. Co the la tom, cua.



 Hai ban Dhammika va Nikam van d@é nhitng tén thi theo nguyén ngi,
khong dich dwoc.

® Ngay dau miia. Xem 45.

*“. Ngay Tisya: xem 42. NXR: O ddy chi qui dinh ngdy trdng tron cia thing
ddau méi mia.

% Thdng an cw kiét ha

% ngay 1é hgi

. Khoang 1 mile.

% Tu sT Ky-na gido (Jaina hay Jains). Giao chu la Makkhali Gosala, cing
thoi voi Pure Phat Thich Ca.

® Loi ghi nay dwoc khdc trén mét thach tru tai Lumbini vao nam 249 TTL.
™ Ban Dhammika: "Thién tw da cho tac twong va dung mot thach tru."

. Nay dwoc goi la Rummindei.

= Phéan dau cia Phdp du nay da bi hw héng; chi ¢é cdu "chia ré" con doc
dwoc ma thoi. Nguoi ta phai dwa vao nhitng Phap du noi khac dé doc dwoc
toan bo noi dung cua Phap du nay.

» Chi tang va ni moi dwoc mdc y vang.

™ Anabasasi.

s Ba dong dau ciia Phap du da bi hw hong. Nhitng manh con sot doc dwgc
cho nguoi ta goti y rang Vua Piyadasi (Asoka) lénh cho cdc quan phai ngan
ngu"a nhitng ke quay roi trong tang gia. Ban Dhammika khong co Phap Du
nay.

" . Ban Dhammika khong c6 Phdp du nay. Day doj‘i Barabar (thoi Asoka goi
la Khalatika) co 7 dong: 4 ¢ doi Barabar, 3 ¢ doi Nagarjuni. 5 dong duwoc
tang cho cac dao st Ajivika lam noi cu tru.
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