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Thong thuong ai cing nghi rang dao Phat chi moi dugce truyen sang
tdy phuong trong cac thé ky gan day ma thoi, ma quén rang trong nhleu thé
ky trudce tay lich PG da thAm nhuan vung Tiéu A va tiy bic An, roi anh
hudng trén ca nén triét hoc Hy-lap va gido 1y cua vai ton gido 16n c6 ngudn


http://phatphaponline.org/kinh/Audio/Thuyet Phap/Phat Su/

gbe tay phuong. Phét tor Viét nam vén chiu anh hudng sau dam giao phap
truyén tir Trung quoc nén it biét dén su giao hoa ctia hai nén vin héa Hy-lap
va PG khoi dau rat som ¢ ving dat nay.

Ngay ca khi dirc Phat Thich Ca con tai thé, ving dat xa x6i nay da tiép xtic
v6i PG r6i. Trong mdt bo kinh ctia Thuong toa bd (Theravada) c6 ghi cau
chuyén hai thuong nhén, tén Tapassu va Bhallika tir x¢ Bactria tim dén
viéng dirc Phat va da tro thanh dé tir. Lic vé x&r ho dd xay dung nhiéu dén
dai tho Phat.

Khi Alexander xam chiém Bactria vao 329-327 TTL (cung khoang voi thoi
Chién quoc bén Tau: 403-221 TTL), thi vung nay da thuan PG. Dén thoi cua
hoang dé Asoka Maurya (tir 269 dén 232 TTL), thi bién cuong ctia An Do
duoc mé rong bao gdm ludén ving Gandhara nhd dudi dugc quan Hy lui vé
bén kia diy nui Hindu-Kush. Ong ciing dd gdi nhiéu doan truyén gido dugc
ra hai ngoai dé truyén ba Phat phap, do d6 PG da dugc lan tran manh mé
hon.

Chinh tir nhiing hat gidng PG do hoang dé Asoka gieo & vung nay dan 16n
manh va di dé lai anh huong kha sau dam trong ving tiy bac An, va con luu
mii dén nay nhu anh tuong dic Phat theo my thuat Hy-lap, nhitg ¥ niém
manh nha ctia PG dai thtra phat sinh tir nhiing trung tdm van hoa PG c¢6 mot
thoi rat ruc &, va mot bd kinh khong kém phﬁn quan trong, do la bd
Milinda-Panha, da dugc Viét dich 12 "Di Lan Da vén kinh" hay dudi nhiéu
tén tuong tu.

Bai khdo ludn nay khong ban sdu vao gido nghia cua bd kinh, von da co
nhi€u tac gid da luan giai, ma chi chu trong vao lugc st thoi dai cia hai nhan
vat chinh cia bo kinh da song, d6 1a vua Mi-Lan-Da va ty kheo Na-Tién.
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Vwong quéc Bactria va xir Gandhara & dau?

Pbi v6i dan Aryans da tran vao dat An (Arya-Varta) hon 15 thé ky
TTL, thi ving tay bic An la dat cia Gandharvas hay chu thién véi ngoai
hinh tuyét hdo, ranh vé Am nhac, gioi vé than thong, von thuong duoc noéi
dén trong Kinh Rig-Vedas (Vé da), mot b lich sir 6 nhat ctia nhan loai, cho
nén dan An goi vung nay 13 x Gandhara v4i kinh d6 Taxila, nay thudc
Afghanistan va Pakistan, noi phi nhi€u vé1 5 con song chdy qua nén Han van
con goi 13 vang Ngii Ha, chinh 1a phy luu cta con song Indus bit ngudn tir



Hy-mé-lap-son. Sau khi nén vin minh cua thung ling song Indus bi tan lui
thi vua Darius (522 to 486 TTL) dan quan Persia chiém ving nay.

Vao thoi bay gid 161 giao thuong chu yéu dua vao dudng bo, va ving Ay lai
nam trén tuyén chién luge tir chau Au 0 phia ty qua chau A & phia dong, tir
Trung A ¢ phia bic xuong luc dia An & phia nam, cho nén dan tinh ving nay
khong bao gid duoc yén on lau dai vi cac thé luc dé quéc ludn ludn xam
lang n6 dé lam ban dap tién xa hon.

Ngay nay, cac tu liéu vé gai doan lich sir nay di dugc cong bo rat doi dao,
va bai ndy di chon loc, so sanh va tong hop tir rat nhiéu ngudn khac nhau
nhu st liéu ¢d cua cic nudc trong vung Pakistan, Afghanistan va Trung
dong do cac tac gia hién dai bién sgan, tir nhitng ¢ vat do cac nha khao ¢
nguoi Phap dao x6i1 dugc, tir rdi rac trong thanh dién Pali va dai thira, cac
anh tuong dirc Phat ton tai den nay vv.. O day cting xin dugc luu y doc gia
dén nguodn sir liéu qui gia vé cac vi vua gbc Hy-lap & ving Tiéu A d3 dugc
hai nha sir hoc danh tiéng Hy-lap cb 1a Strabo va Plutarch ghi lai.

Strabo (sinh 63 hay 64 TTL, mat khoang 24 TL), mot st triét va dia ly gia
Hy-lap. Tac pham n6i danh cua 6ng la Geographia, gébm 17 cudn viét vao
khéang nam 7 hay 18 TL v€ nhan vat, dia danh, trén thé gi61 Hy-La vao thoi
ong.

Plutarch, tén ddy dii 1a Mestrius Plutarch, mot nha sir hoc va tiéu st danh
nhén hoc, cling 1a nguoi Hy-lap sau Strabo (khoang 45-125 TL). Ong sinh
vao thoi cua hoang dé La ma Claudius. Ong tham quan rong réi vung Dia
trung hai, va vé sau giang day tai Rome, két giao v6i nhiéu nhan vt chinh tri
uy quyén trong Thuong vién. Cubi doi, 6ng quay vé sinh quan 13 Chaeronea
& Hy-lap, tr& thanh mot trong hai tu si chinh trong dén thd Apollo ¢ Delphi,
chuyén giai nhimg 16i sdm cua than Pythia. Ong con dugc hoang dé Trajan
ctr lam thai tha tai ving Achaea. Trong thdi gian ndy ong viét nhiéu bd sir
quan trong.

Tac pham nodi danh ctia dng 13 “Cudc doi ctia nhimg danh nhan Hy-lap va La
ma (Lives of the Noble Greeks and Roman)”’; nhung b sach con dugc cha
trong khac 1a “Nhitng cudc doi tuong ddng” (Parallel Lives) so sanh 23 cip
danh nhan Hy va La; va “Cudc doi cua Alexander’(Life of. Alexander). No6i
chung nhiing tac pham ctia 6ng da anh hudng rat nhiéu dén nén vin hoc va
kich nghé tay phuong, ngay ca Shakespeare ciing thudng tham chiéu.



Trudc day, vua Darius I (521-486 TTL) cua Persia cling dd sai nguoi xu
Carlan tén Scylax tham hiém ving tdy bic An, va di ghi lai trong cuén

“"Peripulus”. Khong lau sau Hectaeus (500 TTL) va Herodotus (483-431
TTL) cling c6 viét vé€ cac thai tha (Satrapy) nguodi Persia & vung nay.

Pén thoi vua Alexander, nhitng cudc khao sat cling da duoc ghi lai boi
Strobe, Ptolemy, Pliny, Arrian va nhiéu nguoi khac. Ho cho biét 5 phu luu
cua song Indus 1a Hydaspes (Jehlum), Akesines (Chenab), Hydroatis (Ravi),
Hyphasis (Satluj) va Hesidros (Beas); lam bién gidi cho 4 vuong quéc trude
khi Alexander xam lang.
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Nui Tu-di: (Con goi la Meru hay Meros)

Trong van chuong va céac ton gido goc An déu xem nd nhu 14 mot
ngon nui than thoai va 1a tru chong cua qua dat, va theo An gido thi do ciling
1a trd xr cia vi than Shiva hay Vishnu.

Nhung dao quan x4m ling cia cua vua Alexander sau khi tién vao ving
Gandhara, da tin 1a ho da kham pha ra ngon nii Meros va thanh Nysa trén
ay, nam khoang giira hai thanh Kapisa va Peucelaotis. Ciing theo than thoai
Hy-lap thi d6 13 noi sinh ctia than Dionysus (dong hoéa véi than Shiva).

Philostratus (khoang 175-245) da thuat lai trong cudn “Life of Apollonius of
Tyana”chuyén chang Apollonius viéng thim Gandara va sau nhiéu ndi thang
trAm tréo déo vuot sudi di 1én dén dinh ngon Meros, noi co dén tho thén
Dionysus v6i tugng da tring mang dang vé ngudi thanh nién An.
[Philostratus, Live of Apollonius of Tyana 2.8; dich boi F.C. Conybeare]
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Sw Hwng Thinh cua triéu dai Maurya & An

Khoang TK 4 TTL kinh d6 Pataliputta (Thanh hoa thi - nay la thanh
phé Patna) cua nu¢c Magadha (Ma-ki€t-da) tr¢ thanh trung tam quyén luc
cua An. Ngay trong Kinh Dai Bat Niét Ban, hé Pali (Maha-parinibbana
sutta) noi vé nhitng nam sau cung cua dirc Phat tai thé, Ngal da udc dodan su
phon thinh cua thanh Pataliputta vé moi mat. Phat day: “ ... Nay Ananda,
chd nao cac vi Ariyans an tr(, chd nao cac nha thwong mai qua lai, chd 4y sé&
thiét 1ap mot thanh thi bac nhét tén goi la Pataliputta, mot trung tdm thuong



mai. Nhung ndy Ananda, Pataliputta s& bi ba hiém nan vé lira, vé nudc hay
chia 1& bat hoa.” [Trong Trudng Bo Kinh (Digha Nikaya): Tap 1; Kinh s6
16; Tung pham 1; Poan 28 — ban dich ctia HT. Thich Minh Chau]. Biy gio
c6 vua Mahapadma Nanda thay thé triéu dai Haryanka cai tri mot ving rong
16n tir song Brahmaputra ¢ phia dong dén Beas & phia tay.

Nim 327 TTL, Pai dé tré tudi cia Hy-lap Alexander da banh truéng dat dai,
dem quéan danh bai quan Persia va thau tom ludn ving Tiéu A. Hai nam ké,
ong on dinh vung Hindu Kush va Bactria (Baluchistan - bac A-phu-han),
thiét 1ap 1én nhiéu thanh pho nhu Samarkand, Leninabad (thudc Nga ngay
nay) va Chankar (phia bac Kabul), tai dung cd do Kapisa va d6i tén la
Alasandra gan Caucasus (dé khoi bi nham vé6i Alexandria & Ai-Cap) v..v...

Thira thing 6ng dinh vuot séng Indus ndm 325 TTL dé tién chiém An thi bi
chén lai ¢ song Jhelum (hay Hydaspes), vung Taxila (Takkasala) boi mot
tiéu vuong Paurava biét dung voi tran, va rdi sy chong tra manh li¢t cua
tuéng Chandragupta Maurya; Alexander danh rat vé Babylon va chét ¢ day
vi bénh sét rét. Ngay sau khi Alexander mat vao ngiy 10 thang 6, nam 323
TTL, cac tudng tuy tung (diadochi hay diadochot) lién chia cat dé quoc
thanh nhimg vuong qubc dé ty minh cai tri. Seleukos I Nicator ké vi
Alexander nam 323 TTL déng d6 ¢ Babylon, 1ap nén triéu dai Seleukos cai
tri mot dat nudc rong 16n bao gdm cac nude ngdy nay la Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, Mesopotamia, Persia, va Bactria. Phan dat & Ai-cép thi hau dué cua
tudng Ptolemy Soter thay nhau tr1 vi; va & Hy-lap thi do Antigonus
Monopthalmos nam giit. Nhitng nim chién tranh danh quyén luc ké tiép cua
cac dong ho nay di 1am dan tinh ving Tiéu A va T4y bac An bj kho nan
trién mién.

Trong khi d6 ¢ An vio nim 321 TTL. Chandragupta 14t 6 Nanda va lap ra
trieu dai Maurya.

Hoang dé Seleukos I Nicator



Niam 304 TTL Seleukos I lai ¢ xam ling An lan nita, nhung ciing bi day lui
béi Chandragupta Maurya. St cho rang Chandragupta da xtir dung dén
100,000 linh va 9,000 voi tran. Sau cung Seleukos I danh lap hoa udc
nhuong ving Baluchistan va g con gai cho Chandragupta dé d6i lay 500
thot voi. Seleukos 1 con goi s thén 12 Magasthenes dén ngu ¢ kinh do
Panaliputta (Thanh hoa thi) dudi triéu Chandragupta, ma dén nay nhitng tiu
chuong cta 6ng van con ton tai dé hau thé biét dugc sinh hoat chinh tri ctua
xt Magadha thoi bay gio.

Chandragupta tri vi duoc 23 nam, ngudi con trai ké vi 1a Bindusara & ngoi
dugc 25 nam va mat nam 273 TTL. Vua Bindusara ciing c6 mot sir than Hy-
Bactria tai triéu tén 1a Deimachus (Strabo 1-70), va ludn giao hao tt dep
vai vua Antiochus I Soter thudc dong Seleukos.

Sau khi vua Bindusara bang ha, trong vong 4 ndm c6 su tranh danh ngdi
gilta thai tor Tissa dang lam phé vuong & Ujjeni phia nam va mét hoang tir
khac tén 1a Asoka lam phé vuong & Taxila. Sau rot thai tir bi giét trong tran
va Asoka 1én ngoi hoang dé nam 269 TTL, cai tri mot 1anh tho rong 16n tir
Bengal dén Afghanistan, oai hung nhat trong lich sir An. Chi sau khi cudc
xam ling ddm mau nudc Kalinga (bang Orissa ngay nay) 8 nam sau khi 1én
ngodi, vua Asoka méi héi han va thanh tdm qui y Phat gido, da doc long
khuyéch truong dao Phat ra khiap noi. Ong ciing di gdi nhiéu doan truyén
gido ra hai ngoai, trong s6 d6 c6 dai su Dharmaraksita (vé sau 1a su phu cta
ty kheo Nagasena) hoat dong rat tich cuc & vung tiéu A. (Mahavamsa, XII).

Asoka c6 mot mbi quan hé dic biét véi ving tiy bac An, boi 6ng di timg
lam phé vuong ¢ day va dong dinh tai Taxila (tiéng Sankrit 1a Takshasila,
gan Rawalpindi thugc Pakistan bay gio). Taxila bay gio da 1a mot trung tAm
danh tiéng vé thuong mai, triét va than hoc, dic bi¢t la An gi4do va PG.
Nhiéu tu tudng gia ndi danh dwong thoi da lui toi tam dao, va ong da timg
goi than dan gbc Hy-lap & ving ong cai tri 1a Yavanas. Pén khi ong tro
thanh hoang dé va ung ho PG thi ving nay trd thanh mot trung tim PG nbi
danh.

Ngay nay ngudi ta biét dén rat nhiéu phap du khic bang da do ong sai dung
1én khip dé qudc; trong sb d6 nhitng bia ky ¢ thung ling Kabul dugc ghi
bang tiéng Hy-lap va Aramaic, va ndi dung con cho biét 1a ong da cho
truyén ba chanh phap dén cic nudc Ai-cap, Syria, Macedonia, Greece,
Cyprus, Bactria, Kashmir, Gandhara, Himalayas, Sindh (Gujarat), vv.



Sau khi Asoka mat vao nam 227 TTL thi dé quéc Maurya bat dau tan ra.
cung voi cai ly tudng tdm nguyén cua ong la dharmarajya (thuén tri theo
Chéanh Phap), mic du cac con ciia dng rang gilt ngdi vi thém khoang nira thé
ky nira. Nam 185 TTL, vi vua cudi cua dong Maurya la Brihadratha, bi
tuéng Pusyamitra Sunga trut phé va 1ap ra tridu dai Sunga (185-78 TTL).
Vua Pusyamitra Sunga lién thi hanh chinh sach tng ho An gido va tan hai
PG.

Vi thé ké tir nam 180 TTL cac vua xir Bactria tir Demetrios I, Demetrios 11
dén Menander von ton sung PG da lién tuc xdm lang An nhan danh giai ciu
PG.
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Sw hwng thinh cua Vwong quéc Bactria (hay Bactriana) va cudc
chinh phuc dat An

, ’Vélo nam 281 TTL vua Seleukos I bi am hai, va sau khi 6ng chét thi
dé qudc Seleucid cling bi chia thanh 2 x: Syria (v61 vua Antiochos I, dong
doi cua Seleukos) va Parthia (voi vua Arsaces).

Vua Antiochos I cir Diodotos lam thai thi ¢ xur Bactria (Kinh sach Han van
goi la nude Dai Ha, vang bao gdm Pakistan va Afghanistan by gio). Bactria
(hay Bactriana - tiéng Iran c6 1a Paktra) 1a mot xr mau mé nam giira ddy ndi
xanh Hindu-Kush (Paropamisus) va con song Amu Darya (Oxus).

Khi théy Syria va Parthia mai lo tiéu diét 1an nhau, Diodotos tu xung lam
vua vao nam 255 TTL, dong d6 & Bactra - nay l1a Balkh, tén cii 1a Taxila —
roi chiém ludn xtr Sogdiana & phia bac. Tuy vy vua Antiochus III cta Syria
lai xua quén tai lap nén thong tri 1én Bactria.

Mii dén khi Antiochus III bi quan La-ma danh bai thi & Bactria,
Euthydemos von 1a mot dai than ctia Diodotos, 1én ngdi naim 227 TTL va
day lui duoc nhitng dot tn céng cua vua Antiochos III. Nam 205 TTL.
Euthydemos I da chéng cu dugc cudc vady ham thanh Bactra sau hon hai
nam, rot cudc Antiochos III danh giang hoa rat quan va ga con gai cho con
trai cua Euthydemos I 13 Demetrios. T d6 vuong qudc Bactria méi hoan
toan doc 1ap, va cac vi vua cai tri dugc sir goi la vua Hy-
Bactria.

Vua Diodotos




Vé sau, Euthydemos I con banh truéng dét, dai mai dén ving Tiéu A. Strabo
da viet “ho banh truéng vuong qudc xa dén vung Seres va Phryni” (Strabo
XLILI). [Chu thich thém: Co 1& Phryni & day phai dugc viét 1a Phrygia].

Vua Demetrios I (khoang 200-180 TTL) Nguoi chinh phuc
An. (chan dung trén ddng tién co).

Sau khi Euthydemos I mat nam 200 TTL, con la Demetrios 1§
I ké vi va nam 180 TTL kéo quan xam ling dat An sap
nhap thung ling Indus (vung Ngii Ha) vi chinh sach bach
hai PG cua vua An 13 Sunga. Tir d6 cac vua Bactria dugc goi la Hy- An Pén
nam 170 TTL doi vua Demetrios II quan Bactria tién dugc dén mién dong
vay ham lau dai kinh d6 An 13 thanh Pataliputra, sau khi chiém ban dao
Surastra (Kathiavar), Gandhara, va Vahika (Punjab bay gio). Vuong quéc
An cua triéu Sunga bi thu hep & phia dong.

Niam 169 TTL, trong khi vua Demetrios II dang hanh quan & mién dong An
thi tuéng Eucratides I cudp ngodi ¢ kinh d6 Bactra tu 13p lam vua. Trén
duong trd vé kinh dep loan thi vua Demetrios II bi tir thuong. Em 1a
Apollodots 1 1én thay, nhung khong bao lau sau ciing bi Eucratides I tin
cong ha sat vao nim 165 TTL. Vuong qudc cua Eucratides I ciing bi tan rd
nhanh chéng sau khi 6ng bi giét nam 150 TTL.

Vua Menander 1én ké vi, doi d6 vé Sagala (X4 Kiét) va ngung cudc vay ham
Pataliputra. Khi rat quan vé lai Sakala, ong mang theo vé cai ly tuong thuén
tri theo Chanh Phap cua Asoka. Nho vay Phat phap lai dugc tiép tuc truyén
ba manh dén c6 d6 Taxila roi ving Trung A va con xa hon nira. Ong tri vi
dugc 35 ndm, nhung sau khi 6ng mat thi vuwong qudc rong 16n ciia ong bat
dau bi chia x¢ thanh nhiéu tiéu quéc.

Sagala (bay gio 1a Sialkot & Punjab), kinh d6 mdi ciia nudc Bactria, noi c6
cudc dam dao gilra vua Menander va ty kheo Nagasena tai chua Sankheyya,
1a mot viung rat phi nhiéu, nam giita hai con song Chenab va Ravi gan bién
gidi ciia Kashmir, ma trong bo kinh (Miln. trang 83 — cau 5, Chuong 7) dé
cap dén 1a cach Kashmir 12 do-tuan (yojanas) tirc khoang 84 miles.

Tong cong co ca thay hon 30 vi vua Hy -An trong vung da cai tri trong vong
2 thé ky tir 323 dén 10 TTL. Cac triéu dai huy hoang cua Hy- -An bi suy tan
ké tir 130 TTL va sau rdt bj nguoi Kushan chiém doat. Vua cubi cung 13
Strato II, tai vi tir 40-10 TTL.
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Nhirng vi vua ciia vieong quoc Bactria v&i cac nam tri vi

Vuwong quoc Hy-Bactria:

Sophytes hay Seleukos (305-294 TTL)

Diodotos I (khoang 250 — 230 TTL)

Diodotos II

Euthydemos I; 1at 6 Diodotos (khéang 230-200 TTL)

Vwong qudc Hy-An:

Demetrios I (khoang 200-180 TTL) Con ctua Euthydemos I. Nguoi da chinh
phuc duoc An.

Euthydemos II (190-171 TTL) Con ctia Demetrios I

Pantaleon (190-180 TTL) Con ctia Demetrios |

Demetrios II (175-170 TTL)

Apollodotos I (khdéang 174—-165 TTL) Em cia Demetrios II, sau bi phan lgoan
Eucratides I giét.

Antimachos I (171-160 TTL):

Agathokles (171-160 TTL) Con ctia Demetrios I dong tri véi Antimachos I

Menandros (khéang 173-130 TTL) K& vi Apollodotos L.
Eucratides I (171-145 TTL)

Eucratides II (145-140 TTL)

Epander (135 - 130 TTL)

Strato I (125 - 110 TTL)

Zoilos I (130 - 120 TTL)

Lysias (120 - 110 TTL)

Antialcidas (115 - 95 TTL)

Heliokles IT (110 - 100 TTL): Vi vua sau cung cta vuong qubc Bactria.
Philoxenus (khoang 100-95TTL)

Demetrios III & Aniketos (khéang 100 TTL)

Diomedes (95 - 90 TTL)

Amyntas (95 - 90 TTL)

Theophilos (khoéang 90 TTL)

Peukoloas (khéang 90 TTL)

Nicias (khoang 90-85 TTL)

Menander I1 & Dikaios (90 - 85 TTL)

Archebios (90 - 80 TTL)

Hermaeus (khoang 90—70 TTL)



Apollodotus II (80 - 65 TTL)

Hippostratos (65 - 55 TTL)

Dionysios (65 - 55 TTL)

Artemidoros (60-40 TTL)

Zoilos I (55 -35TTL)

Apollophanes (35 - 25 TTL)

Strato II (40 - 10 TTL)

Hermaeus (10-1 TTL) (Co v& khong thyc tri ma chi duge truy phong sau khi
mat).
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Vua Menander hay Menandros

Chan dung Vua Menander, vuong quéc Bactria, duoc
khic trén dong tién co. (National Museum, New Delhi)
Vua Menander (co chd khac viét 13 Menandros, Minedra

a8 135 TTL, la vi vua Vi dai trong nhu’ng vua Hy-An, da

gllcai tri mot vung rong 16n ¢ tay bac An, duoc goi la

: ong qudc Bactria thudc ban luc dia An, chay dai

hudng tay dong tir thung liing Kabul dén song Ravi, huéng bac nam tir

thung liing Swat (Pakistan ngdy nay) dén Arachosia (thudc Afghanistan
ngay nay), va vinh Arab.

Menander sinh nam 183 TTL ¢ “Alasandra” (ma ngdy nay dugc biét 1a
Alexandria cta ving Caucasus hay Alexandria trén song Oxus), von 1a kinh
d6 Kapisa cua ving Gandhara c6 di bi Alexander doi tén vao nim 329 TTL,
cach 150 km phia bac Kabul ngay nay; va theo bo kinh Milinda-Panha thi
cach Sagala 200 yojanas, va 16n 1én & thung liing Kabul. C6 hoc gid cho 6ng
la chau ctua vua Demetrios II; khi 16n 1én tr¢ thanh mt bo tudng anh diing
cua Bactria, da tung theo pho vua Demetrios II danh dudi quan Parthians &
phia tiy va uy hiép Pataliputra, kinh d6 cia An & phia dong.

Menander di duogc than dan ngudng mo vi tu cach dao dirc, co tai diéu binh
khién tudng, cach tri qudc cong minh, 16i ddi xur binh ding voi cac truyén
thong Hy, PG, An gido va Bai Héa gido (Zoroastrianism), 1am cho nuéc
manh dan giau. Ong con duoc moi nguoi kinh trong xem nhu la Vua Cong
Chinh, Dharmaraja. Khi vé gia ong lai thuong hay chu trong dén viéc thao
luan vé triét va than hoc. Ong hay tranh bién voi nhiing tu tudng gia cua



nhiéu dao phai khac nhau va thuong 1am cho ho siing st vé nhitng su hiéu
biét rat tham sdu cua 6ng. Trong mot cudc gip mat nhu thé vai ty kheo
Nagasena, vua Menander d3 bai phuc va xin quy y theo PG. Ong da cho xay
mot tdng vién 16n cho Nagasena tai kinh d6 Sagala goi 1a Milindavihara. Sau
d6 6ng da nhiét tim ho tro PG.

PG duéi trieu Menander ¢6 mot dia vi rat quan trong. Mot doan trong bd
Mahavamsa cta Sri-Lanka da ghi: “Nhdn cé 1é dit da cho viéc xdy Pai Thap
tai Anuradhapura & Sri-Lanka, mét phdi doan tang gia Hy-lap (tiéng Pali:
Yona) gom 30 ngan nguwoi din dau béi dai sw Mahadhammarakkhita
(Sanskrit: Mahadharmaraksita) da dén tir Alasandra” (Mahavamsa - XXIX).

St gia La-m3d Trogus Pompeius d3 dé cdp dén cac vua Apollodotus va
Menander trong bo su day com cua ong. Hai nha st hoc danh tiéng Hy-lap 1a
Strabo va Plutarch ciing viét kha nhiéu vé cong trang cua vua Menander, da
cho thay ong khong nhimg ndi danh ¢ vung Tiéu A va tay bac An ma con
duoc dé cao ¢ thé giéi Hy-La vé sau. Strabo (XI. 516) cho rang Menander
da chinh phuc nhiéu bo lac hon ca Alexander, khi 6ng vugt diy Hypanis vé
phia dong dé dén Isamus. Ong ta con chiém x@r Patalene ¢ dau luu vuc song
Indus, dén b bién Saraostes, va banh truéng dén Seres (Trung quéc) va
Phryni.

B suu tap cb vat ctia Mir Zakah gém 521 dong tién duéi triéu Menander da
duoc cong bd gan day chimg td triéu dai lau dai cta 6ng va su budn ban
thinh vuong trong nudc. Nhiéu dong tién dao x6i dugc trong ving tir
Afghanistan dén trung An dudi tridu Menander déu c6 khic hinh ong qua
nhiéu thoi ky, luc tré va lac gia cung voi banh xe phap. Nhitng dong tién
khac véi chan dung cua vua Menander mang dong chir “Vua ctu do
Menander” bang chit Hy-lap Basileos Sothros Menandroy ¢ mot mat, va mat
kia mang dong "Maharajasa Dharmika Menandrasa" (Vua vi dai Menander
truyén ba PG) bang chit Prakrit va Kharoshthi.

Vua ciu do Menander (khoang 173-130 TTL).
Theo van hoc truyen thong cua PG thi 6ng da nhuong
& ngdi cho con dé lui vé ¢ 4n ¢ tang vién, nhung
% Plutarch da ghi la ong chét trén chién trudng trong
cudc vién chinh tai chiém Bactria bat thanh khoang
130 TTL. Plutarch (Praec. reip. ger. 28, 6) da viét vé
vua Menander nhu sau: ”Ong 12 mot vi vua ndi danh
rt chinh truc va dugc 1ong dan dén d6 khi ong mat &




tran tién, nhiéu thanh phd da tranh nhau tro cbt ctia 6ng; sau ciing di dong ¥
chia déu d€ mang vé ton tho trong cac ngoi thap 1om™.

---000---
Ty Kheo Na-Tién (Nagasena)

Nagasena, theo tiéng Sanskrit co nghia la “doan quan rong”. Tu liéu
hién luu truyén vé tiéu sir clia ngai da it lai rat mo ho, 1am khi con mau thuan
nhau nita. C6 kha nhiéu 1y do dé giai thich viéc nay: 1) C6 thé vi truyén
thong PG khong coi trong ban ngd va danh vong nén di khong luu lai nhiéu
chi tiét. 2) Pbi v6i cac nhan vat ton gido ndi danh & vao thoi dai cua
Nagasena, chuyén that nhiéu khi dugc than bi héa boi tin d6 dé thanh huyén
thoai. 3) Ciing vao thoi dai éy, st li¢u chi dugc chu trong vao cac nha vua,
va dd duoc luu truyén nhd vao nhimg dau tich xay dung lau dai cua ho. 4)
Cac dir kién néu c6 vé Nagasena c6 thé di bi tiéu huy boi nhimng bién dong
chinh tri va ton gido ddi khang trong ving; vv...

Theo bd kinh Milinda-panha thi ngai sanh tai lang Casangala (Kajangala),
dudi chan Hy M4 Lap son, & ving Tay bac An Do, trong mot gia dinh Ba La
Mo6n ma than phuy tén la Sofiuttara, cdc su phu gom dai su Rohana va
Assagutta cua tang vién Vattaniya, Dharmarakshita cia tang vién Asoka
Arama & kinh d6 Pataliputta. Chinh dai su Dharmarakshita da ting dugc dai
dé Asoka phai di truyén dao ¢ Aparanta phia tdy nudc An. Mot vi thiy khac
la dai su Ayupala cua ting vién Sankheyya gan Sagala. Khi vua Menander
dén van kinh thi ngai dang tru tri ting vién Sankheyya c6 dén 80 ngan ty
kheo luu trt.

George Woodcock sau khi tim hiéu hé,théng truyén thira ciia PG trong ving
da cho rang Nagasena c6 thé 1a vi su goc Hy & Bactria. (Woodcock 95).

---000---
Cudc xam lan cua dan Scythian Va Kushan

~ Vao khoang giira thé ky thu 3 TTL, Tan Thi Hoang thong nhat Trung
quoc vao nam 221 TTL, va da dudi duoc rg Hung N6 ra xa bo coi.

Ro Hung N6 (Xiongnu: Huns), vi thé di dan sang phia tay danh dubi nhimg
bo toc Yuezhi (Nguyét Chi hay Nhuc Chi) sinh séng ¢ luu vuc Tarim
(Xinjiang va Kansu ngdy nay) dén ving séng Ili vao khoang 175 TTL. Pén



luge ho lai day cac bo lac Sakas (ma tiéng Hy-lap goi 1a Scythians), c6
ngudn goc Mong c0, di dan vé phia nam va tiy vao cic xu Parthia khoang
138-124 TTL, r6i nam 130 TTL vao Bactria. Cac bd lac Yuezhi tlep tuc xam
lan vao Bactria, va dudi dan Scythians vao Afghanistan va bic Pakistan
trong thung liing song Indus.

Cac gidng dan moi chiu dbng hoa véi van hoa Hy. Ban dau dan Scythians
song hoa binh véi céc triiéu dai An-Hy, ‘nhung dén khoang cudi ctua TK 1
TTL thi ho xdm chiém toan ving dudi tr1eu vua Azes II va chim dut cac tiéu
vuong quéc An-Hy, 1ap nén vuong qudc Indo-Scythian tir 90 TTL dén 12
TTL. Sau khi vua Indo-Scythian cudi 13 Aze II mét thi vuong quéc Indo-
Scythian bi gidng Kushans, von 1a mot bd phan cua ro Yuezhi, chiém lap
nén Pé qudc Kushan (nén st Tau hay goi 1an 16n 12 x¢r Khuét Chi hay Nhuc
Chi) kéo dai vai thé ky, chi bi tam dut khoang mdt thé ky khi bi dan
Parthians xam lang tr 20 TL dén 75 TL, rdi phuc hoi tré lai.

Pé qudc Kushan ton tai tir TK thir I dén TK 3 TL, trdi dai tir Tajikistan dén
bién Caspian va Afghanistan, cho mai dén thung liing song Ganges. Trong
nhiéu thé ky, dé quoc nay la trung tam giao dich gitra dong va tay. Cac triéu
dai huy hoang nhat 1a tir 100 dén 250 TL c6 Kanishka I (100-126 AD),
Huvishka (126-164 AD), Vasudeva I (164-200 AD), Kanishka II (200-222
AD) va Vashishka (232- 246 AD).

Nhung dén TK thtr 3 TL thi & quc Kushan bat dau tan rd. Sau khi vua
Vasudeva I chét thi && qudc Kushan bi phan lam 2 xt dong va tay. Pén nim
224-240 TL Céc triéu dai Kushan bi Shapur I caAm dau dan Sassanides 14t d6,
roi 1én 1am vua. Shapur I ciing da danh bai quan La-m3 va banh trudng rat
manh trong ving. Céc triéu dai Sassanides cai tri ving nay tir 224 dén 651
TL.

Dudi thoi Sassanides Bai Hoa giao lai tro thanh qudc gido, nhung cng rat
nuong tay voi nhitng ton gido khac, nén PG van c6 co hdi phat trién manh.
Chinh vao thoi ky nay hai btrc twong Phat do so 16n nhét toan cau ding cao
177 bd da dugc tac vao nui da & Bamiyan, Afghanistan, ma g?m day da bi
bon cudng tin Hoi gido Taliban pha hily.

Béi Hoéa gido (ma tady phuong hay goi theo Hy ngir 1a Zoroastrianism) 1a ton
gido doc than tho Ahura Mazda, va trong nghi 1& xem lira nhu 1a ngudn séng
tao tinh khiét, 12 anh sang thanh thién d6i choi v6i duc vong den téi doc éc,
do nha tién tri Zoroaster tao dung (thuc ra tén gbc Iran 13 Zarathushtra



Spitama), va mot thoi né da la qudc gido cua dé qudc Persia. Nhiéu hoc gla
cho 1a Zoroaster sdng trong khoang 628 — 551 TTL, va dugc thién khai 61
ndi danh & Bactria & tu6i 30. O d6 6ng di sang tao nén nhiing thanh ké trong
quyén Gathas thudc bo kinh Zand Avesta.

Mot diéu thu vi khac 1 vai chuc nim truée day Kim Dung, mot nha viét tiéu
thuyét v hiép trr danh ctia Dai Loan trong cudn “Y thién Do long ky”da dé
cap dén sau thanh Thanh hoa 1énh cta Bai hoa giéo Ba Tu, va Truong Vo
Ky tr¢ thanh gido chu Minh Giao tirc Bai hoa giao Trung Qudc. Thyc ra
Minh glao (Manichaeism), c6 gido thuyet gan giong Bai Héa gido xuat hién
nhiéu thé ky sau, do Mani (khéang 216-76 TTL) & Babylonia sang lap,
nhung lai bi giét boi gidi tang it dao Zoroastrianism vi ra mit dbi khang.
Ltc con thanh nién, 6ng da tung dén Taxila hoc dao va chiu anh huong PG.
Trong vai trim nim Minh gido da ddi dau voi Ki-td gido trong ving Trung
dong.

Pén TK tht 5 thi dé quéc Sassanides bi tan ra boi sy xam lang khac cua r¢
Hung n6 méi va sau do 1a sy 16n manh ctia dé qudc Gupta & An theo An
gido, ro1 dén luot cac thé luc Hoi gido. Theo d6 PG ciling bi tan lui dan.

---000---
Hoang Pé Kanishka |

La mot 6ng vua qui y theo PG, va nhiét tam chang kém céc vi hoang
dé khac nhu Asoka, Menander I, va Harshavardhana (606-47 TL).
Hoang dé Kanishka I (100-164 TL) ké vi vua Vima Kadphises, dong d6 &
Purushapura (Peshawar) 1a vi vua vi dai ctia vuong qubc Kushan. Lanh tho
ciia dé& qudc Kushan rat rong dudi thoi Kanishka I, bao gom va kiém séat
con duong to lya, 1a ving giao luu cta cic nén van minh 16n cua thé gidi
by giod, tdy c6 La-ma (trong thoi cua cac hoang dé Trajan va Hadrian: 98-
138 TL), dén dong c6 Trung-hoa. Duéi triéu dai ctia 6ng, nghé thuit PG-Hy
dat dén tot dinh tao nén nén vin minh Gandhara.

: Nhiéu dong tién dudi triéu Kanishka
I, khoang nam 120 TL, c6 khac hinh




Ciing gidng nhu Asoka, hoang dé Kanishka I xdy dung rat nhiéu dén dai, vi
du nhu dai thap Peshawar tho x4 loi Phat duoc cat bang go cao 400 bo, khu
Sirsukh & Taxila, thanh & Kashmir vv.. nay van con ddu tich. Vua Kanishka
da to chic két tap kinh dién ¢ Jalandhar Kashmirthat, Kashmir, ma trong
van hoc PG hay goi 1a O Truong (Udyana). Lan két tap nay da danh dau su
hinh thanh cua Phai Pai thira Mahayana, tach roi1 ra khoi phai Thuong toa bd
Nikaya. Ong cho luu giit nhiéu ban kinh dai thira viét bang thd ngit ¢
Gandhara 1 tiéng Prakrit, sau ndy duoc dich sang ngén ngit vin chuong
Sanskrit va tir 46 duoc truyén sang dong phuong theo con duong to lua.
(Foltz — “Religions on the Silk Road”),

Ciing trong thoi ky huy hoang ndy c6 su xuat hién cta nhiing dai luan gia
PG nhu Nagarjuna, Asvaghosha and Vasumitra. Charaka, dugc xem nhu
cha dé cta nén y hoc ciia An khéi sy 1a ngy y trong triéu Kanishka.

—--000---

PG Hy-lap (Graeco-Buddhism) hay sw giao hoa giira PG va van
héa Hy-lap

Co thé noéi cac vuong quoc Bactria ro1 Kushan 1a moi noi két gitra
vung Dia trung hai, luc dia An va Trung quoc — khoi dau cho su lién lac gitia
hai nén van minh tdy va dong phuong.

Su giao hoa moi mit, nhat 1a van héa giita Hy va PG dang hung thinh trong
ving kéo dai nhiéu thé ky da luu lai mot sac thai dic thu cho nén vin héa
méi & ving nay, sir hay goi 1a PG Hy-lap, kéo dai gan 8 thé ky (tr TK 4
TTL dén TK 5 TL), ma anh hudng van con kéo dai cho dén ngay nay. Pon
clr mot vai thanh tuu:

1. Kién trac Hy-lap. Nhiéu thanh phd 16n trong vung nhu Taxila, Ai-
Khanoum, Uddiyana, Sindh vv... mang thém nhing dédc diém cua nén van
minh Hy-lap qua céc ciu tric nhu’ rap hat, diu trudng va hang cot da &
nhirng dinh thy vv.

2. Kién thtrc vé khoa hoc, thién vin, y hoc va triét hoc cua Hy-lap hoa nhap
v6i vin hoa ban x&t va dao Phat, di tao nén mot nén vin héa méi va phat
trién ruc ro vai thé ky tir ving Gandhara, mai dén sau khi cac vuong quoc

Hy -An bién méat d3 lau. Taxila da tré thanh mot trung tAm hoc van qubc té
noi danh.



2. Ky thuat tién bo trong viéc duc tién bang kim loai. Cac nha vua cta vuong
qudc Bactria khéang dau TK 2 TTL, nhu Euthydemos II, Agathokles va
Pantaleon da cho dtic nhitng dong tién gdm dong va bac, rdi dic biét kém
ma kén (nickel) dugc xem nhu 13 1an dAu ctia nhan loai. Nguoi ta cho 1a
nickel d duoc du nhap tir Trung quéc hodc tir nhitng thién thé (meteorites)
roi xudng dat. Ky thuat san xuit ddng nickel nay bdng bién mat cho mai dén
TK 19 TL méi dugc tai dung. Piéu dang néi 1a ty 1& hop kim nay, 25%
nickel 75% dong, ngay nay lai dugc ding trong dong xu ciia My. Hinh
tugng dic Phat da duoc khic 1én trén nhimg dong tién nay lan dau.

3. Nghé thuat diéu khac ta chan that tan ky. Cac dong tién vang va bac mang
chan dung cua cac vi vua Hy-An dugc diéu khac rat song dong con ti mi hon
xa nhitng tac pham dong thdi cua nhitng vueong qubc phuong tay.

4. Riéng d6i voi PG thi trude thoi ky ndy, vang theo 161 day cua duc Phat
trong kinh Digha Nikaya (Truong Bo Kinh), khong mudn dd dé luu luyén
qua anh tuong thé gian von sinh diét cua ngal nén hau thé thuong tuong
trung duc Phat bang hinh anh ctia mot ngai vang bo trong, cdy bd dé hoic
banh xe phap chir khong tao theo hinh dang con nguoi, béi cho nhu thé 1a
pham thuong. Pén khi PG duoc thAm nhuan ¢ Bactria thi tuong duc Phat
lich sir méi duoc tac bang da hay trén dong tién lan dau theo truyén thong
Hy véi thé duing va 4o choang dai phil hai vai dé ton thd, chang han nhu
tuong dirc Phat ding & Gandhara vao TK 1, 2 TL.

Va nhirng hinh tuong dtrc Phat chiu anh huéng Hy vao
giai doan 4y dd dién ta dugc nét mat thanh tinh va tim
canh gidc ngd giai thoat ctia ngai, mot dang gidc ngd
rat gan gili voi nguoi thuong, nén co sie thu hut tin do
" ®minh liét hon, va dugc phd bién rong rai hon.

Vai hinh tuong bd tat PG c6 thé dd chiu anh hudng
Hy-lap; vi du than Heracles (hay Hercules) voi ao da
su tir d3 dugc lam mau cho than Thu kim cuong
(Vajrapani), mot vi hd phap; ma vé sau & Trung quoc
va Nhat dd bién thanh cac hd than ding trAn & cac
cong chua.

PG Hy-lap va sw hung thinh cua phai Dai thura:
Khong it thi nhiéu, chinh sy chung song khang khit 1au dai gitta hai nén van



hoa PG va Hy-lap trong ving da anh hudong 1én h¢ thong triét hoc cua nhau.
PG lén trén nén triét hoc cua Hy; va Hy 1én trén sy manh nha cia hoc phai
Dai thira, trudce ca giai doan anh hudng ctia Trung A hodc dong bic A.

Theo nhiéu hoc gia thi nhitng ban kinh dai thtra cha yéu da duoc sang tap
khéang nam 100 TTL, khi ¢6 su khac biét trong su luan giai 161 day cua duc
Phat giita phai thu cyu (Thuong toa bd) va phéi canh tan (Dai thira), va nhét
1a su tranh luan vé ung than (humanity) hay phap than (superhumanity) cta
duc Phat va vé A-ti dat-ma tang (metaphysical essentialism). [McEvilly,
"The shape of ancient thought"] Phai dai thura bao dung va chap nhén nhiing
¥y niém tlen bd hon ngoal nhing kinh bo truyén thong Nikaya, vugt xa hon y
niém Ve gidc ngd giai thoat ca nhan ciia Thuong toa bo, dé tho phuong duc
Phat gan nhu nhan-than linh thiéng (man-god status) trong ty nhu quan
niém than linh héa nha vua (god-king) cua Hy-lap, va sy xuét hién mot loat
cac chu thanh bd tat mudn ciu do chang sinh (pantheon of deities -
bodhisattva).

Theo Katsumi Tanabe, gido su tai Chuo University, Nhat, trong cudn
"Alexander the Great.East-West cultural contact from Greece to Japan" thi
anh huong Hy-lap trong PG con dugc truyén sang Nhat ban va luu nhiéu dau
tich, vi du than gi6 Fujin 1a goi y tu than Boreas, hay than me Hariti hodc
Kishibojin tir than Tyche.

Pén tridu Kanishka I thi phai dai thira cang dugc khoi sac thém. Tiéng Pali
duoc dung trong van hoc thay thé tiéng Sankrit va dic diém ndi bac nhat 1a
sy truong thanh t6t dinh cua ngh¢ thuat Gandhara. Nghé nhan vung nay da
khéo 160 tron 1an hai truyen théng An va Hy-lap trong cac tac pham mot
cach hai hoa. RS rét nhit 1a céac tuong Phat va chu bo tat ma hién nay van
con ton tai. Foltz trong cudn “Religions on the Silk Road” cho ring su giao



luu da van hoa trong vung trén “con duong to lya” da dong gdp vao su phat
trién va 1on manh cua phai dai thtra va Tinh do tong.

---000---

Twong dirc Phat Thich Ca lac khé hanh; tim thdy & Taxila va
hién lwu & Bao tang vién Lahore.

Nhiéu tuong Phat tac theo nghé thuat Gandhara con mang vé than mit
troi Apollo. Bentley trong cuén "Old World Encounters" cho réng c6 thé
triét 1y khic ky (stoicism) cua Hy-lap dé@ c6 chut anh huong dén su nhin
nhan kha ning binh dang gidc ngd ciia mdi ca nhan (ai ciing c6 Phat tinh).

bang tiéc 1a sy twong sinh nay da cham dut vao khoang TK 5 TL, khi vung
bic An bj ro Hung xam 1an, va ké tiép 1a sy phuc hoi cua An gido va sau
cung 1a su banh truéng ctia Hdi gido lam cho anh huong Hy vao PG da phai
tan nhuong chd cho anh hudng cua Trung Hoa vé sau.

---000---
Anh hwéng dén cac ton giao khac & phwong tay

Xa hon nira, su giao thoa PG - Hy-lap ciing da gy anh hudng dén sy
hinh thanh ctia nhi€u ton giao khéc trong vung Pia trung hai, dac biét 1a Ki-
to gido.

Bentley, trong sach dan thuong di khang dinh rang khai niém luan ly cia
PG vao thoi dai ctia Menander, dya vao 1y tuong thuan tri theo Chanh Phap
ctia Asoka duoc truyén qua phuong tay da anh huong dén gido 1y cua Ki-to
xuét hién khoang 2 thé ky sau, nhu ¥ niém vé hiéu sinh, binh dang, thuong
x6t ké yéu dudi, tranh bao luc, biét dung hoa va tha thir vv...

Nhiing thanh ph Hy-lap quan trong ¢ vung Trung dong nhu Antioch va dac
biét la Alexandria, vé sau da tr¢ thanh nhiing trung tam phat trién Ki-to giao
va dong vai tro khong nho trong su két tap gido 1y ctua Ki-t6 gido.

Anh huéng cia PG con dugc thdy phang phét trong vai phan khac cua
Thanh Kinh Ki-t6, vi du su thién ung vé su ra doi cua Phat va Jesus; su bao
trudc cua cac nha tién tri Asita va Simeon vé dira bé so sinh sé& 1a dang curu



thé; Phat budc trén hoa sen, Jesus di trén nuéc; viéc chita lanh cho nguoi
bénh; viéc nhin déi nhiéu tuan trude khi thanh dao; sy cam dd cua Mara va
Satan; y ni¢m vé tam bao va ba ngoi; doi séng doc than trong tu vién,
vv...(Sedlar 281).

Trong cudn “Intertextuality, Buddhism, and the Infancy Gospels,” Zacharias
P. Thundy khang dinh khong phai 1a do sy trung hop ma cho rang van hoa
va vin hoc PG va An da cung cap nhleu yéu td trong vin chuong Thanh
Kinh Ki-t6 (Thundy 18). Thoi ky 4y, tin 46 PG di ting sinh sdng &
Alexandria. Origen qua cuén “Commentary on the Book of Ezekiel,” con
cho 12 PG ciing d3 c¢6 mit & Anh quéc. Gido su Hajime Nakanura con bao 13
ong da tim thay dau tich cta cac ting vién PG & vung bac Au. (Ikeda 74).

Trong Cuu udc kinh, ph?m Thanh vinh, b “Céc sach gido huan”, dic biét 1a
quyén thir 4 “Ecclesiastes” (Truyén Pao, c6 ngudi dich 1a Giang Vién), von
duoc bién soan & thé ky 3 TTL, nhung lai ngu y 1a do vua Salomon cua Do-
Thai. T4c gia vo danh suy ngdm v€ y nghia cudc sdng va cho rang tat ca déu
1a phu van, sau khi da quan sat vé vong sinh tir, luan hdi cta doi séng. Ngay
trong cau mo dau cuia cudn sach Qohelet (Thay giang) phan: “Huw khéng, tit
cd déu la hw khong” (emptiness, everything is emptiness). Y nay con duoc
nhic di nhac lai nhiéu lan trong cudn kinh. Ong von co du quyen luc va kha
nang dé thu nghiém doi song mdt cach tan cung vé tri thirc, 10i cac tha vui
vat chat tinh tién, nhung 10i cling that vong va dau kho vi cai gi6i han cia
cudc sdng. Rt lai 6ng cho rang chi c6 cudc séng tAm linh thanh thién méi 1a
nguén an lac 1au dai. Nam 1894, nha than hoc E. J. Dillon vdn théy no ro
rang 14 da chiu anh hudng cua PG, nén mudn loai cubn nay ra khoi Thanh
Kinh Ki-t6 (Dillon 153-76).

Cling trong giai doan nay triét gia Pyrrhon da thap tung dai dé Alexander
vao ving tdy bac An va khi tré vé Hy-lap da 1ap nén truong phai Cynic, sau
khi chiu anh huong cua Ky na gido va PG. Hién nhién su banh trudng cua
truong phai nay trong thé giéi Hy-lap da co it nhiéu anh hudng dén cudn
Ecclesiastes.

---000---
Bo6 kinh Milinda Van Pao
Nguoi ta tin rang bo kinh Milindapanha da dugc khau tip khong l1au

sau khi vua Menander bang ha. Thoi gian 4y cac ngudi ké vi 1a Hoang hau
Agathocleia r61 vua Strato I Soter & ngo1 khoang 40 ndm ntra trude khi xtr



Bactria bi chia ra nhiéu tiéu vuong qudc. Noi dung ké lai nhimg cau hoi va
dap giita vua Milinda va ty kheo Nagasena. Sau d6 bo kinh nay da duoc két
tap & ving bic An khoang giita TK 1.

V. Trenckner cho ring nguyén ban duoc viét bang chir Sanskrit, vi khi 6ng
dich ban Pali vao nhitng nim 1860 nhan xét thiy bo kinh duoc bit dau bang
dong “Tam yatha nusuyata” (duoc truyén lai nhu sau), chir khong theo 16i
kinh gdc Pali thong thuong dugc khoi dau bang “Evam me sutam” (t6i nghe
nhu vay).

Diéu ngac nhién nita 1a cAu md dau nay ciing da dugc dich ra trong ban chir
Han, nhu thé t5 rang hai ban dich déu bat ngubn tir nguyén ban chir Sanskrit.
Cac dich gia Sylvain Levy va Specht cling khang dinh 1a cac ban dich ra Han
van cua bg Milinda-panha c6 ngudn goc khong tur ban Pali, ma co thé tir ban
kinh ¢6 hon.

Nhiéu hoc gia nhu W. W. Tarn, George Woodcock, va Rabindra Nath Basu
da goi ¥ rang c¢6 mot ban (c6 thé 1a gdc) viét bang Hy ngit ctia Milinda-
panha voi tya dé 1a “the Letter of Pseudo—Aristeas”dd xuat hién ¢
Alexandria trong vong 50 nam sau khi vua Menander tir tran. Diéu nay da ho
trg cho thuyét bao rang bo kinh di duoc khau tap duéi thdi Menander. (Basu
3; Woodcock 113).

Pén nay ngudi ta Van khong 10 ai la tac gia bg kinh nay, nhung xem ra phal
1a nguoi da timg song & vung tay bic An xa x01 hay vung Punjab, boi vi ngal
da khong hé nhac nhé dén nhiing thanh phd noi danh thoi bay gio ¢ ndi dia
An phia nam séng Hang. C6 hoc gia, nhu ty kheo Pesala sau khi nghién ctru
bd kinh Milinda-panha, rat ngac nhién véi sy hiéu biét tham thay vé PG cia
vua Menander d3 cho rang c6 thé tac gia an danh vén 1a mot dai su, khi thuat
lai cugc gap mat cua hai nhan vat lich str trong kinh da diém xuyét thém vao
su 1i8u ngd Phat phap ctia minh dé kéo dai cau chuyén va lam dep ¥ nha vua,
ddng thoi 1am sang 3 gido phap ciia dao Phat va bac bo nhirng ngd nhan tir
cac giao phai khac chong PG.

Bo6 kinh thuong duoc truyén tung ¢ tdy phuong dén nay 1a ban Pali; va day
cling 14 bo kinh khéi thity thudc hé nam tong da khong xuat phét tir Tich-
Lan. Theo do6 thi cugc dam dao gitta vua Milinda va thanh tang Nagasena
xay ra vao khoang tir 400 dén 500 nam sau khi dtrc Phat nhép diét. Vé sau da
duoc dai duc Pitakaculabhaya, ¢ trung An d¢ bién tap lai bang tiéng Pali tr
nhimng khau truyén.



Theo ban Han dich hién luu hanh thi cho rang soan gia 1a B6 tat Long Tho
(Nagarjuna), vi dai luan su ctua phai Pai thua, xuét hién khéang dau cua
thién nién ky TL. C6 3 ban dich ra Han van lan luot xuat hién vao cac thé ky
III, IV, va V. Ban hién luu hanh 1a ban thr nhi, dich trong khoang tir nam
317 dén nam 420, nhan dé 1a "Na Tién Ty Kheo Kinh", ¢6 1€ tir ban Prakrit.

Vao thé ky thtr V, dai luan su Phat Am (Buddhaghosa) ciing thuong trich
dan kinh nay dé dung lam luan cér ching minh cho cac tac pham cua ngai.
Ngai Thé Than (Vasubandhu) ciing nhic dén kinh Milindaphanha trong khi
soan by luan tr danh cua ngai la b0 A ty dat ma Cau x4 luan
(Abhidharmakosa).

Trong bd Mahavamsa ctia Tich Lan, von do Mahanama viét vao dau thé ky
th 6 TL, nhic dén tiéu str cia Moggaliputta Tissa, dd song khoang tram
nim trudc Nagasena, nhung lai giéng véi cau chuyén vé Nagasena dugc dé
cap dén hai lan trong bo kinh [Miln. pp 3-71]. Nhu thé 3 rang 1a Mahanama
dé muon y tur by kinh Milinda-panha, vi luc bay gio bd Milinda-panha da la
thanh dlen dugc Buddhaghosa (Phat Am) sao luc. Trong cubén Milinda Tika,
luan vé bo Milinda Panha, cho biét 1a doan m& dau va doan két cua bd kinh
1a do Buddhaghosa viét.

Trong phan gidi thiéu cia bd kinh, c6 doan ndi ring vua Menander di ting
dam dao vo1 Purana Kassapa, Makkhali Gosala va nhitng vi dao su kho hanh
khac thi dugc xem nhu 1a hu cdu, bdi chu vi nay sdng dong thoi voi dirc
Phat Thich Ca. Cau chuyén co6 1€ muon tu cudn Samana Phala Sutta cua bd
Digha Nikaya.

Ngay nay thi bo kinh, cling nhu tam tang kinh dién PG, déu da dugc dich ra
rat nhidu ngén ngit khac. O chau Au, bo kinh Milinda-panha d& duoc nhiéu
hoc gia dich ra va nghién ctru 1an dau vao TK 19; don cir: 1) V. Trenckner,
Milinda-panho (London, 1880). 2) Rhys Davids, Questions of King Milinda
(2 wvols., Oxford, 1890-1894). 3) R. Garbe, Beitrdge zur indischen
Kulturgeschichte (Berlin, 1903, ch. 3, Der Milinda-panha).4) Milinda
Prashnaya, in Sinhalese, (Colombo, 1877). 5) R. Morns, in the Academy
(Jan. II, 1881). 6) Sylvain Levy, Proceedings of the 9th International
Congress of Orientalists (London, 1892), 1. 518-529, and Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Society (1891), p. 476. (T. W.R. D.)

Phan ddi thoai phan anh giao phap Kinh bo Nikaya nhu ban vé vo ngd, luan
hoi, tai sanh cua danh sic, trang thai cua La Han, ban thé cta Niét Ban, sy



xuat thé ctia Phat, tinh cach vo thuong cta Phat v.v. Trong cudc ddi thoai
ndy, c6 mot didu lam cho vua Menander hai long nhat 13 cau giai dap cua
ngai Nagasena vé sy lgi ich ctia doi séng tu hanh ma tir trude nha vua chua
duoc nghe, d6 13 “ngudi xuat gia chic chin dat dugc thanh thién, va dat
duoc mau chong hon ké tai gia.”

---000---
DPic diém cua Bd Kinh

Dic diém cua no 1a duge xem nhu mot cudce giao thoa Au-A dau tién,
mot cudc hoc dao gilta mot nguoi tdy phuong (vua Menander) véi van hoa
Hy lap mudn hoc héi gido phap uyén 4o ctia dao Phat & dong phuong qua su
giai dap cua mot vi tang (Ty kheo Nagasena) ¢ thung ling song Indus. Qua
d6 Phat phap di duoc trinh bay mot cach day thuyét phuc va dé nhé.

Vén dong doi Hy-lap, vua Menander da hoi kha nhiéu cau hoi ma ngudi tay
phuong thuong thic mac vé nhiing dé tai rat cap thiét dai loai nhu “Néu
khong co linh hon thi céi gi sé tai sanh?”” hodc “Néu khong cé cai ta thi ai
dang chuyén tro véi ngai?”, cho nén bo kinh Milindapanha rat gan giii voi
nguoi tdy phuong mubn tim hiéu vé PG. Thuc ra 16i dam thoai nay di timg
dugc dac Phat st dung trong Kinh Tang Chi BO (Anguttara Nikaya); Bai
giang cho nguoi Kalama. (Pham 5-7; Poan 65).

Moi cau héi dugc dat ra tor mdt ké ngao man dﬁy uy quyén v6i 6c da nghi,
sic bén déu di duoc gidi dap hoa nha, thoa dang kém véi nhiéu ti du cu thé
va gian di boi mot vi thanh ting. Ciing vi thé ma vua Menander liéu ngd
Phat phap ma qui y r6i ing ho PG manh mé dudi tridu 6ng.

Vin phong trong bo Milinda-panha hao hao 16i déi thoai cta Socrates (470-
399 TTL) / Plato (428 — 347 TTL; hoc trd cua Socrates va thdy cua
Aristotle). T.W. Rhys Davids, mot nha ngit hoc Pali da cho d6 la mot kiét
tac van chuong ¢ cua PG va ciing cta nén van hoc An.

B kinh ciing cho thay an chita nhiing diém té nhi 4o diéu manh nha cua tu
tuong dai thira. C6 1& chinh vi didc diém nay ma ngai Long Tho (xuat hién
hon 2 thé ky sau) ciing trudc soan lai bd kinh Na Tién dé md man cho gido
1y trung quan xuat hién. Xét & khia canh nay, c6 thé xem tu tudng Nagasena
1a tu tuong chuyén tiép giita Tiéu thira va Dai thira. Vi thé dia vi ctia bo kinh
trong tam tang kinh dién khong kém phan quan trong.



---000---
Vai diém khac biét gitra hai ban dich Pali va Han van
Pai khai chung ta c6 thé néu vai diém khac biét nhu sau:

1. Ban Hén van lay tén ty kheo lam tua dé la Nagasena-bhikshusutra (Na-
tién ty kheo kinh) chia lam 3 phan. Ban Pali lai tén vua lam d¢ la Milinda-
Panha (Milinda Van Kinh), phan lam 7 quyén.

2. 01 dung cua mot phan quyén I, tron quyen II, va quyén III cua hai ban
glong hét nhau. Nhiéu hoc gia cho rang bon quyén con lai, tir quyen IV dén
quyén VIL, 13 do phai Thuong toa bd Nam tong thém dan vao tir thé ky tha
V, cho hop véi lap trudong gido nghia cia phai minh.

3. Ban Pali c6 du tri 12 cau hoi. Pay 1a do sy sap xép khac nhau cua nhiing
lan bién tap ve€ sau, nén cd su khac biét. Ban Pali: ¢c6 6 quyén, 22 chuong
gom 262 cau héi, ma nay chi con 237 ciu hdi. Ban Han van c6 250 cau hoi.

4. Gitra hai ban, chuyén tién than cua Nagasena va Milinda khéng giéng
nhau.

5. Trong ban Han van khong théy dé, cap dén Abhidhamma (A-ti-dat-ma:
Thang Phép), von thuong dugc nhac dén trong ban Pali.

6. Trong phan sip xép Bodhipakkhiya Dhammas (Bo-dé Phan), nguoi dich
ra Han van xem ra khong quen véi ban Pali.

7. Ban Pali néi rang sic vat co suy tinh nhung thiéu khon ngoan; ban Han
van thi bao suc sinh ¢6 khon ngoan nhung cai tam thi khac nhau.

Loi Két: Nhan tim hiéu lich st cua giai doan quanh thoi ky xuét hién bd
kinh Milindapafiha, ching ta thdy di c6 nhiéu ching ¢ dé két luan rang:
Cudc dam dao gitra vua Menander (hay Milinda, Di-Lan-ba) va Ty kheo
Nagasena (hay Na-Tién) la mdt su kién lich st, da ting xay ra & tang vién
Sankheyya, thudc kinh do Sagala ciia nudc Bactria vao khoang giita thé ky
thu 2 TTL.

St liéu ciling cho thay vung tay bic An sau khi bi nguoi Hy-lap xam chiém
d3 c6 mot thoi thdm nhudn PG dugce truyén tir luu vuc song Hing. C6 thé
bao diy 1a thanh qua sém nhat ctia cic cudc truyén phap cia PG sang



phuong téy, con trude ca phuong dong. Sy giao hoa gitra hai nén van hoa va
triét hoc ciia PG va Hy-lap trong vung da tao nén mot sac thai dac thu cua
dat thanh Gandhara, noi phat xuat va dong gop y niém dai thira vao PG vé
sau.

Nhung nhin vao su thiang trim sinh diét nhanh chéng cua cic nén vin hoa
trong vung ciing 1am cho ngudi doc chanh long. Vé&i tham vong dé quéc
thong tri tdan cau, nhat 1a tir tdy phuong ké tir thoi Alexander, thi sic manh
cua bao luc la chu yéu. Manh duoc yéu thua. Ho chéng can dém xia gi dén
dao 1y. Pao 1y chi dugc tao dung sau khi da hoan tat su khéng ché dé bién
giai cho viéc giét ngudi cudp ciia cua ho; vi thé ma vai tro cua ton gido va
giGi ting 1ir van luon co gia tri lgi dung cho ké xam lugc.

Suét dong lich sur nhan loai hon hai ngan ndm, tham vong ay ctia tdy phuong
van lién tuc duoc tién hanh véi chiéu thirc co thay d6i tuy theo thoi dai ky
thuat méi. Dén nay thi ho khong can chiém dat ma chi muébn ap dit quyén
lye Ién cac nude nhuge tiéu. Di nhién song hanh v&i tham vong nay, ho van
1a xit dung “vii khi mém” 13 banh trudng ton gido Ki-to loi hai, “md mang
nudc Chua” dé dao va doi cung c6 loi nhu di timg lam trong quéa khtr qua
cc ché do xAm chiém thuc dan.

D3 c6 biét bao nhiéu tiéu quc, bao sic dan, bao nén vin hoa va ton gido cua
thé gidi da bi hily diét boi nhitng tham vong nay. Tur do ta théy thém ré‘mg
chi nhiing ton gido nao duoc ké manh xu dung Ia hy vong ton tai, va vi thé
t6n gido nao mudn doc ton trén thé gian déu phai dya vao ludi gwom cua thé
luc, chir chang phai tir than linh hay giao ly ma giéi tang 1t thuong kéu goi
tin d6 tun phuc. Than quyen ludn lién két v4i thé quyén dé cung hudng loi.
Tin d6 cang nhiéu, cong dong cang 16n thi vai tro cta gioi tang 1o mo1 cang
quan trong dé bao vé quyén loi kinh té va vat chat cho nhau. Gido chu xua
thi sdng trong thanh ban ap birc dé lam sang thién tdm, nhung gido hoi nhan
danh ho duogc dung 1én thi séng trén xa hoa, du dat cua vat chat va quyén
lwc. Hoa ra nhimg 101 thuyét giang chi 1a nhimg xdo ngon lira mi. Nhung tin
dd thi chang may ban tAm véi nhitng diéu trai khudy dy khi quyén loi kinh té
cua ho dugc bao dam boi gido hoi.

Riéng PG, v61 ban chét tir bi, nhan nhuc, hiéu sinh va thanh tinh, gidi tang
gia thi nghién vé théat tyuc (nhung chua han hoan toan da thé), xem ra thiéu
kha ning to chirc va lanh dao khoi tin do tro thanh mot lyc luong kinh té va
chinh tri quan trong trong ‘amg quoc gia (ngoal trir mOt vai nudc theo pha1
Tiéu thira), chir dimg noi dén mot trung tm hoang phap chi dao qudc té. Vi



thé PG chi thich nghi v6i nhimg xa hoi nong nghiép it blen dong, chur khong
c¢6 du stc manh dé khang cu khi bi ngoa1 xam. Khi bi tan cong dan ép, thi tin
d6 PG lai hay chon thai do di hoa vi qui, co rut, ty diét hon 1a chéng lai mot
cach dai hung dai luc.

Do d6 ma ta thiy PG sau nhiéu thé ky sang lang huy hoang & An va ving tay
bic An da bi hoan toan tiéu diét mot cach dé& dang bsi nhiing t6n gido mai
von chi dya vao bao lyc va o ép kinh té dé truyén dao. Hién nay nhiéu Phat
tir cam théy phén khoi khi chua chién dua nhau moc 1én, nhat 1a & hai ngoai,
nhung xét ky lai thi méi thay rang gbc ré PG da lung lay ngay tai nhiing xtr
thuong tu hao 1a d4t Phat nhu Tay tang, Trung Hoa va Viét-nam. Nhirng bai
hoc lich str nay c6 gay dugc sy xét lai duong 16i sinh hoat va truyén gido cua
gidi ting ni hién nay hay khong? Boi vi ¢t tiép tuc thai d6 thu dong, xa roi
quan chung tin dd, thiéu to chirc, thiéu uyén chuyén thich nghi véi thoi dai
va thiéu doan két cua gid1 lanh dao thi vai tro ctia PG trong xa hoi, von 1a
dong luc cua dan toc, e mot ngay kia s€ bi mai mat. Hoi thi d3 mudn.

Tran Tric-Lam
Seattle, Mua thu 2004
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