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The primary exploration of the compassionate vow by Upasika Asa, Sudhana
learned from fifty-three benevolent spiritual advisors

Abstract

In this story, Kumara Sudhana, is already a Bodhisattva learning from 53
different benevolent spiritual advisors who are from various works of life : they are
from the religious to the secular or Tirthikas to the ghosts and gods , bodhisattvas and
so on. Nevertheless , they came from the saint pureland to assist sentient beings out of
all there sufferings and bitterness in order to tell us how to become enlightened
through purifying bad thoughts or sins.

Obviously, the lay practitioners take a large portion of all those good and wise
advisors, mostly are female representatives. In this research paper, the focus of the
subject is called Upasika Asa, dwelt in the Supreme Bodhi of Non-retreat. During the
early stage of the Indian society, men enjoyed higher status than women did. The
appearance of the upasika is definitely a challenger to this kind of phenomenon. The
spiritual practice or the cultivation of the upasika is to Entering the Calm Realm
without Affliction ,who founded the Universal Sacred Garden where a large number
of people from the heaven meeting with each other to enjoy the solemn
atmosphere .Hearing the dharma made by her gorgeous and remarkable compassion
and vow power, sencient beings came from realms of existence.

Duo to the wonderful environment of the universal sacred garden founded by the
upasika, living beings are so inclined be involve in taking an oath to bodhichittato ,
who have been indulge in lust and greediness since immeasurable kalpa. The upasika,
having splendor and dignity as a result of her merits to save all beings, is broad-
minded as the deep sea far and wide. In comparison with the Universal Worthy
Bodhisattvas, the upasika also has the resemble passion and the power of the vows
they had made in the past. Somebody, who is willing to make offerings to her, hearing
the dharma,and recollecting the names of the upasika, is finally attained Ultimate
Enlightenment and became a Buddha.

Nowadays, human beings are no longer adapt to cater to ascetic practice as a
only way to reach nirvana since they are accustomed to the way of contemporary life.
The original intention of the upasika is to manifest a platform that we cultivate
ourselves through comfortable manner to achieve Great Bodhi Road without
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traditional ascetic cultivation. On the contrary, the other spiritual advisors are named
Tirthika Cheathenism) in order to acquire what we do not possess from those
heathenish practitioners those who are also setting an example to showcase the spirit
of secular nature, or we can say, Engaged Buddhism.

The present thesis clarifies the ineffably unobstructed power of declaration by
the upasika, as well as how to cross the river of births and deaths to Buddha’s purified
acts, how to open the technical means dharma doors to Nirvana for man and gods
throught the view of Avatamsaka Dharmadhatu. Moreover, last but not the least ,how
to add to the Sea of Great Compassion to do something good for the benefits of all
sentient beings.

Key words: <Avatamsaka Sutra>, Upisaka Asa, spiritual advisors, technical means,
the spirit of secular nature.
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